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INTRODUCTİON

Genitourinaryhemangiomasarerareentitiesthatcanaffectanyportionoftheuri-
narysystem.Theurethraisrarelyinvolved,andmostreportedcaseshaveoccurred
inthemaleurethra.(1)Toourknowledgefewcasesofhemangiomaoccurringinthe

femaleurethrahavebeenreported.(2,3)Wereportacavernoushemangiomaoftheurethrain
afemalepatient.

CASE REPORT
A68yearsoldwomanpresentedwithurethralmassanddifficultyinvoiding.Thepatienthad
nohematuriaepisodesandnootherrelatedurologicalormedicalhistory.Onexaminationa
2cmerythematous,polypoidmasswasarisingfromtheurethra(Figure1).Itdidnotappear
tobeanurethralcaruncle.Laboratoryvalueswerenormal.Therewasaclinicalsuspicionfor
malignanttumor.Computedtomography(CT)scanofabdomenandpelvicfloorwasnormal.
Excisionoftheurethralmasswasplanned.Beforetheexcisioncystoscopywasperformed,
showing normal bladder neck and bladdermucosa.A Foley catheterwas placedwithout
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difficulty.Thenmassexcisedcompletely.Theurethralmu-
cosawasevertedwithinterrupted3-0syntheticabsorbable
sutures.Inpathologicalexamination,anencapsulatedmass
was composed of large, cavernous vascular spaces filled
withbloodandseparatedbyconnectivetissuestroma(Fig-
ures2and3)whichdiagnosedascavernoushemangiomaof
theurethra.TheFoleycatheterwasremovedattheseventh
postoperativedayandthepatientwascontinentafterwards.

Thepatienthadnosymptomsat3-monthfollow-upwithno
evidenceoftumorrecurrence.

DISCUSSION
Hemangiomasof theurinary tract arevery rareandhave
beendescribedinthekidney,ureter,bladder,prostateand
urethra.(1) Involvement of urethra is extremely rare, and
there have been only a few reported cases inwomen.(2,3)

Themostcommonsymptomishematuriabutpatientscan
alsopresentwithurethralmass.
For a female urethral mass, urethral caruncle, polyps,
prolapseandperiurethralabscessshouldbe taken incon-
sideration for benign entities. Squamous cell carcinoma,
transitionalcellcarcinoma,adenocarcinoma,sarcomaand
melanoma are responsible of malign entities in descend-
ingsequence.Thesemassesusuallyrelapseinspiteoftheir
benignnature.Treatmentofurethralhemangiomascanin-
cludeobservation,oral steroidsandvariousmodalitiesof
endoscopictreatmentsuchaselectrocauteryorlaserabla-
tion.(4) Single, localized lesions should be removed with
wideexcisionasthesetumorshavetendencytorecurunless
completelyexcised. 
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Figure 1. Mass protruding from the urethra.

Figure 2. Cavernous vascular spaces filled with blood, and some 
thrombosis. There is squamous metaplasia at the surface epithe-
lium (×10).

Figure 3. Urothelium at the surface and vascular structures with 
connective tissue stroma and inflammatory cells (×10).
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