


 
 

Salasika 
INDONESIAN JOURNAL OF GENDER, WOMEN, 

CHILD, AND SOCIAL INCLUSION'S STUDIES 

 
VOLUME 2, NUMBER 2 – JULY 2019 

 

 

 

Table of Content 
 

‘Bride Terrorist’ in Indonesia:  
Is She Still Considered as a Peace Agency? 
Mia Dayanti Fajar & Elisabeth Dewi 95 
 
Women's Capacity Building of Informal Sector Workers in Rural Areas (Case of 
"Boiled Corn Seller" In Konawe Regency, Southeast Sulawesi Province) 
Yoo Eka Yana Kansil, Nana Sumarna & Rimba Hamid 107 
 
Understanding Women’s Roles in Agriculture  
(Study of Women in Dairy and Shallot Farming in East Java) 
Mely Noviryani, Wahyu Handayani, Wike, & Keppi Sukesi  121 
 
Agents in Child Marriage Practice in Rural West Java 
Novitha Syari Dhevi Pradipta, Ekawati Sri Wahyuni, & Titik Sumarti 137 
 
Social Capital Based Economic Autonomy of The Fishing Communities  
(Study in Traditional Fishing Community KUB Bino Makmur,  
Desa Keboromo, Kecamatan Tayu, Kabupaten Pati, Central Java) 
Tri Winarni & Nur Khoiriyah 155  
  
 



CHIEF EDITORS  
Dr. Ir. Arianti Ina Restiani Hunga, M.Si. (Scopus ID: 46161114400; Google 
Scholar); Dr. Phil. Dewi Candraningrum. (Google Scholar). 
  
EXECUTIVE EDITORS 
Indriretno Setyaningrahayu, M.Pd. (Google Scholar); Daniel Kurniawan, M.Pd. 
(Google Scholar); Andi Misbahul Pratiwi, M.Si. (Google Scholar). 
 
BOARD OF EDITORS 
Prof. Claudia Derichs (Scopus ID: 14026487800). Humboldt Universität zu 
Berlin, Germany; Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ida Sabelis (Scopus ID: 6507181398). Vrije 
Universiteit (VU) Amsterdam, The Netherlands; Prof. Siti Kusujiarti.MA. 
(Scopus ID: 56276925900). Warren Wilson College, USA; Dr. Ratna Saptari 
(Scopus ID: 6504610910). Leiden University; Prof. Sylvia Tiwon (Scopus ID: 
6506468591). University of California; Prof. Dr. Emy Susanti, MA. (Google 
Scholar). Airlangga University; Prof. Dr. Ir. Keppi Sukesi, MS. (Scopus ID: 
56025803300). Brawijaya University; Dr. Kristi Poerwandari, MA. (Scopus ID: 
25628305200). University of Indonesia; Prof. Dr. Willemijn de Jong (Scopus ID: 
55258294800). University of Zurich, Switzerland; Prof. Lyn Parker (Scopus ID: 
56273266700). The University of Western Australia. 
 
REVIEWERS 
Prof. Lyn Parker (Scoups ID: 56273266700). University of Western Australia, 
Perth, Australia; Dr. Elisabet Titik Murtisari (Scopus ID: 38161752200; Google 
Scholar). Satya Wacana Christian University; Dr. Wening Udasmoro (Scopus 
ID: 56493135600; Google Scholar). Gadjah Mada University; Dr. Phil. Farah 
Purwaningrum (Scopus ID: 57205254451; Google Scholar). The University of 
Sydney & Rahayu and Partners in association with HFW; Alimatul Qibtiyah, 
M.Si. MA. Ph.D. (Scopus & Google Scholar). Sunan Kalijaga State Islamic 
University; Dr. Tyas Retno Wulan, M.Si. (Scopus & Google Scholar). The 
Jenderal Soedirman University; Dr. Titik Sumarti, MSi. (Scopus & Google 
Scholar). Bogor Agricultural University; Prof. Dr. Mien Ratoe Oedjoe, MPd. 
(Google Scholar). The University of Nusa Cendana, Kupang; J. Casey 
Hammond, PhD. (Scopus & Google Scholar). Singapore University of 
Technology and Design; Dr. Phil. Ratna Noviani (Google Scholar). Gadjah Mada 
University; Dr. Rina Herlina Haryanti (Google Scholar). Sebelas Maret 
University; Dr. Ida Ruwaida Noor (Google Scholar). University of Indonesia; Dr. 
Nurjanah, SP.M.Pd. (Google Scholar). State University of Jakarta; Dr. Ir. Evi 
Feronika Elbaar, M.Si. (Google Scholar). The University of Palangka Raya; Dr. 
Jendrius M.Si. (Google Scholar). Andalas University; Dr. Grace Jenny Soputan, 
SE. (Google Scholar). Manado State University; Dr. Anis Farida, S.Sos., SH., 
M.Si. (Scopus & Google Scholar). Sunan Ampel State Islamic University 
Surabaya; Ira Desiaanti Mangiliko, S.Si,.Ph.D. (Google Scholar). The Artha 
Wacana Christian University. 



Agents in Child Marriage Practice in Rural West Java  
(Pradipta, Wahyuni, & Sumarti) 

 

 

 
 

 

137 

Agents in Child Marriage Practice  
in Rural West Java 

 

Novitha Syari Dhevi Pradipta, Ekawati Sri Wahyuni,  
& Titik Sumarti 
Bogor Agricultural University 
novipradipta@gmail.com, ekawatiwahyuni@gmail.com,  
& titiksumarti61@gmail.com 
 

 
ABSTRACT 
The prevalence of child marriage in Indonesia, although it has declined over 
the last three decades, remains in a high rate. Child marriage is indirectly 
legitimated by the Indonesian Marriage Law of 1974 which states that the 
minimum age limit of the bride shall be 16 years old. This is contrary to the 
Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia and the Child Protection Law. 
Child marriages in rural areas are not only driven by structures like family 
and society but are also initiated by individual actions driven by the agency. 
Therefore, this study examined child marriage practice comprehensively 
through the perspective of Giddens's structuration. This study aimed to 
identify the agents in child marriage practice. The results of the study found 
that there are two types of child marriages in rural areas. The first one is 
registered and the other is unregistered marriage. The identified agents in 
child marriage practice are girls, amil (assistant of marriage recording 
officer), Religious Affairs (KUA) officers, peer groups, teachers, mothers, and 
spouses. Each agent's action is affected by both structure and agency. Girl's 
actions are influenced by the agency. The girls are able to do agency in and 
through social practice. Girls’ agency produces meaningful action 
understood as a process and inherent to the agent through reflexive 
monitoring. Meanwhile, the actions of other identified agents are influenced 
by the existing structures in the society. Agent’s actions perpetuate child 
marriage practice. Child marriage practice occurs because there is no family 
strength. Therefore, the improvement of the family strength is needed as a 
constraining structure.  

KEYWORDS: agency, child marriage practice, family strength, reflexive monitoring 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Child marriage is a critical issue 

because it is a violation of human 
rights of children to education, to 
health especially reproductive 
health, inhibits their opportunities 
for personal development and 
growth. Child marriage is a marriage 
made by children under the age of 
18 through civil, religious or 
customary law with or without 

official record (BPS and UNICEF 
2015). Girls, especially in rural area, 
are more likely to get married 
earlier than boys.  

Child marriages in developing 
countries have different patterns. 
Girls' marriages in the Sub-Saharan 
Africa and South Asia region occur 
before the age of 15 years, which aim 
to maintain the virginity of girls. 
Islam et al. (2015) revealed that the 
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intercommunication of girls in rural 
Bangladesh was limited after 
puberty and even hampered their 
education. Child marriages in the 
Middle East like Iran cannot be 
separated from the practice of 
temporary marriage contract in the 
Shia tradition (mut’a marriage) 
(Tremayne, 2006). Some of these 
practices then turn into permanent 
marriages when the couple has 
grown up. Meanwhile, in Latin 
America, Taylor et al. (2015) 
mentioned that girls are usually 
married to more mature males. 
Pregnancy is one of the causes of 
child marriage. In addition, religion 
became one of the important factors 
in influencing norms about sexuality 
and marriage. 

Indonesia is the second highest 
country in ASEAN after Cambodia 
in child marriage. According to 
UNFPA report (2012), the child 
marriage rate in Indonesia today is 
persistently high despite the 
declines over the last three decades. 
Based on SUSENAS 2015 there was a 
decline in the child marriage 
practice under the age of 15 years 
old from SUSENAS 2008 that was 
27.4 percent to 23 percent. That rate 
still represents almost more than 
one in six girls marrying before 
reaching adulthood. Most 
Indonesian girls get married before 
the age of 18 years. According to 
UNICEF (2016),  one in every seven 
girls in Indonesia is married before 
the age of 18. About 2.24 percent of 
girls aged 10 to 17 years in rural 
Indonesia have been married 
(KPPPA & BPS, 2015).  

Indonesian Marriage Law No. 1 of 
1974 article 7 paragraph (1) states that 
marriage is only permitted if the 
man has reached the age of 19 years 
and women aged 16 years. The 
minimum age limit for women 
becomes one of the opportunities 

and legitimises child marriage 
practice. The consideration of the 
Government in the setting limit 
focuses more on the physiological 
standpoint. Indonesian Marriage 
Law No. 1 of 1974 has undergone 
legal inconsistencies because it is 
contrary to the Constitution of the 
Republic of Indonesia and the Child 
Protection Law. In Indonesian Child 
Protection Law, a childr is a person 
who is not yet 18 years old. Judicial 
review has been conducted against 
The Marriage Law of 1974, because it 
results in the deprivation of the 
right of the child to grow and 
develop in accordance with the 
Constitution of the Republic of 
Indonesia article 28 B and 28 C 
section 1 (Iriani, 2015). The 
Indonesian Marriage Law is also 
contrary to The Child Protection 
Law and Convention on The Rights 
of The Child. In The Child 
Protection Law and International 
Law definition of a child is anyone 
under the age of 18 years. 

Child marriage ends the 
childhood of a girl immediately and 
forces her to assume responsibilities 
beyond her years. Child marriage 
has negative consequences on the 
girl’ own life such as curtails her 
education, minimizes her economic 
opportunities and close the 
possibility for the girl to obtain job 
opportunities or job training for a 
better life. Consequently, the girl 
would have lower social status in her 
husband’s family, fewer 
reproductive controls, domestic 
violence and higher divorce risks 
(Field & Ambrus, 2008; Raj et al., 
2010). Seiler (2002) mentions that 
the marriage of girls gives some 
effects on the economy, health, and 
welfare of the mother. Furthermore, 
child marriage is very risky for the 
girl. The married girl at that time 
experiencing puberty generally has 
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a strong sexual drive so it is very 
likely to soon have a first and 
subsequent child after marriage. 
This is certainly very risky to 
reproductive health for mothers 
even leads to maternal and infant 
mortality and low nutritional intake 
(Santhya, 2005). Girls under 15 years 
old are five times more likely to die 
in childbirth than women in their 
20s and face the higher risk of 
pregnancy (Nour, 2009).  

The high rate of child marriage is 
related to economic factors, low 
levels of education and there is still a 
culture or tradition that encourages 
child marriage practice. Even child 
marriage has become a social norm 
in society. Nour (2009) reveals that 
child marriage is driven by three 
main forces: poverty, the need to 
reinforce social ties, and the belief 
that it offers protection. In such 
cases, girls who are considered to 
have been worthy to marry may be 
viewed as an economic burden or 
even disgrace for the family (Jensen 
& Thornton, 2003). Research 
conducted by Homzah and 
Sulaeman (2014) reveals that 
marriage at child age in West Java is 
associated with the social structure 
of society. The social structure of 
agrarian or rural societies with weak 
socioeconomic conditions tend to 
marry at the age of the child. In 
addition, there are traditional norms 
aimed at preserving women's 
chastity and preventing premarital 
sex. But on the other hand, it also 
relates to patterns of individual 
relationships including romantic 
relationship. Sometimes marriage is 
a self-choice, come from girl’s 
initiative. The decision to marry is 
influenced by the negative stigma of 
society in getting married at old age, 
fear of adultery or disclosure of 
premarital sexual (PLAN 
International Australia, 2014; 

Candraningrum et al., 2016). 
Therefore, this study aimed to 
comprehensively examine child 
marriage practice through the 
structuration standpoint by Giddens, 
that a social practice is the result of a 
combination of structure and 
agency. This study attempted to 
identify the agents in child marriage 
practice. This is because the child 
marriage practice is not only related 
to the structure of society but also 
agency.  

This research was conducted in 
Gunungsindur Village, Bogor 
Regency, West Java Province. The 
location selected purposively with 
consideration that West Java 
Province is one of the provinces 
with high child marriage that is 29.3 
percent (BPS & UNICEF, 2015). 
Meanwhile, Aminullah (2012) 
mentioned that Bogor Regency has a 
low first marriage age more than 50 
percent. This study used a mixed-
method that combined qualitative 
and quantitative approaches. The 
quantitative approach was used as a 
baseline data in this study. The 
qualitative approach was used to 
interpret the meaning and purpose 
of action as well as the behavior of 
research subject. While the 
participants of this study were girls 
aged 13 to 20 who got married 
under the age of 18 years, as the 
agent in child practice. Important to 
note though it is said as a child, they 
have entered adolescence. In 
addition, other agents who involved 
in child marriage practice were 
parents, siblings, spouses, amil 
(assistant of marriage recording 
officer), Religious Affairs (KUA) 
officers, village officers, teachers 
and peer groups. In this case, agent’s 
action was affected by both the 
structure and the agency. The 
purposive sampling technique used 
in the quantitative approach was 32 
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married girls under the age of 18 
years. Data collection techniques for 
obtaining primary data were 
through observation, in-depth 
interviews, and survey. In addition 
to primary data, this study also 
made use secondary data such as 
literature study and statistics. 

 

THE GIRLS AND FAMILY 
BACKGROUND 

Mostly the age of the bride is 16 
and their spouses’ was between 17 to 

25 years old. This means that 
marriage of girls aged 16 and 17 is 
still viewed as acceptable in much of 
Indonesian society. It shows that 
protection against girls decreases 
when they reach 16 years of age 
(BPS & UNICEF, 2015). The age of 
the spouses was also young, that 
indicates that marriage is no longer 
arranged by parents as before, but 
family driven by society still shape 
child marriage practice. 

 

 
Figure 1. Percentage of girls' age at marriage 

 

 Based on Figure 1 most of the 
girls got married when they were 16 
years (40.7 percent), and 17 years 
(31.2 percent). It is because, at that 
age, the girls were permitted to get 
married. The figure also shows that 
getting married at that age is most 
common (BPS & UNICEF, 2015). 

The girls have low educational 
attainment, as shown in Figure 2. 
Mostly the girls completed their 
middle school (46.9 percent). Even 
around 43.8 percent just completed 
their primary school. Some factors 
related to the low educational 

attainment of girls are explained in 
next discussion. 

 Figure 3 shows that 
educational attainment of the girls’ 
father is low. Mostly the girls’ fathers 
just completed primary school (46.9 
percent). In addition, Figure 4 also 
shows that even 50 percent of the 
mothers have no ducation or some 
primary. It means that both parents 
and the girls (daughters) have low 
educational attainment. 
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Figure 2. Percentage of educational attainment of the girls 

 

 
Figure 3. Percentage of educational attainment of the girls’ fathers 
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Figure 4. Percentage of educational attainment of the girls’ mothers 
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Figure 5. Percentage of monthly family income 

 

Low educational attainment of 
both the parents and the daughter 
became one of the causes of child 
marriage. Parents have no 
knowledge about the impact of child 
marriage. The girls who quit the 
school earlier have no reason to 
delay the marriage. After quitting 
the school, they choose to work for 
several years. Afterwards, they 
choose to get married. They think 
they have completed their life 
process and it is time to enter family 
life. 

The people who marry off their 
children are in the low social-
economic level. Child marriage in 
rural society occurs as a division of 
roles and responsibilities of the 
female family to the husband 
(Oyortey and Pobi 2003). Monthly 
family income of the respondents 
ranged from less than 1 million 
(IDR) to more than 2.5 million (IDR). 
Most of them (68.8 percent) have 
monthly income less than 1 million 
(IDR) (Figure 5). 

 

TYPOLOGY OF CHILD 
MARRIAGE  

There are two types of child 
marriage, both are legal marriages. 
The first one is registered and the 
other is unregistered marriage. The 
registered marriage is legally done 
in accordance with both state and 
religious law. The registered 
marriage is legal even the age of the 
bride is between 16 to 18 years old 
because the age of 16 years old is the 
age limit in the Indonesian marriage 
law of 1974. But there is the 
registered marriage because of 
manipulation of the age of the bride. 
The registered marriage due to the 
manipulation of the age of the bride 
relates to the agent’s action in the 
child marriage practice which will 
be the next discussion. Manipulation 
of age through raising the age of 
girls to be able to register the 
marriage in Religious Affairs Officer 
(Kantor Urusan Agama). Although at 
the age of 16 years old the girls are 
elligible for marriage , the bride who 
has not reached 21 years old needs 
parental consent, which is shown by 
the model form N5. But when the 
wedding still wants to be held even 
if the bride and groom or one of 
them is still below the minimum age 
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limit, parents can apply a 
dispensation to the Religious Court. 
However, their parents prefer to 
shortcut by manipulating their 
daughter's age than applying for 
dispensation for impracticality 
reasons. 

The second one, unregistered 
marriage is only legal under the 
religious law. This type also includes 
marriage under the customary law. 
Both marriages under the religious 
or customary law are legal but 
without an official record. The 
marriage usually will be registered 
when the age of the bride has been 
appropriate with the limit of bride 
age in the Indonesian marriage law 
of 1974. The delay of marriage 
register because they do not have 
the fund for the wedding celebration 
or the age of the bride is still under 
the minimum age limit. Another 
reason is because the girls have been 
pregnant out of wedlock. This 
marriage is held on condition that 
women should not get pregnant first 
so that their child remains recorded 
in their family card. 

Starting in 2016 the marriage 
registration has been conducted by 
computerized system, thus 
minimizing the effort to manipulate 
the age of marriage. But on the 
other hand, it increases the marriage 
of the second type, the unregistered 
marriage that is only under religious 
law. In marriage under the religious 
law, there is only agreement 
between the girl’s father or trustees 
and the groom and witnessed by two 
men. Under the religious law the girl 
may marry when she is already in 
her puberty.  

 

GIRL’S AGENCY IN CHILD 
MARRIAGE PRACTICE 

The girls are the agent in child 
marriage practice. As an agent, girls 
have the capacity to reflexive 
monitoring that is rationalizing and 
finding reasons for their 
surroundings. The actions of girls 
are influenced by the agency 
because it begins with their 
initiatives. It also means that child 
marriage is self-choice. The girls are 
able to do the agency in and through 
child marriage practice. Please note 
that child marriage is a natural thing 
in society and has become a social 
norm. Marriage is the next stage of a 
girl’s life. But in this case the action 
for girls to marry from within, then 
affect the decision to get married 
early. The girls have entered 
adolescence so they can make their 
own decisions even though based on 
intuition and emotional factors. This 
is also reflected in the mate selection 
made by themselves. Mostly the 
girls admit that they are ready to get 
married. Their readiness also arises 
from seeing their surroundings. Yet 
some of the respondents admitted 
that they were less ready to get 
married. Unfortunately, in fact, they 
were also not capable financially, 
socially and psychologically. 
Readiness and capability to get 
married are something seriously 
need to be considered. It so 
contrasts to the mindset of poor 
women in America or Europe, they 
tend to delay marriage until they are 
financially stable and ready to 
commit (Lammana et al., 2016). 

Marriage readiness is the ability 
of a person to take their new roles as 
a husband or wife, and to try to get 
involved in his marriage (Duvall & 
Miller, 1984). The girls who claim to 
have been ready and capable to have 
families want immediately to have 
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children. Yet the girls who less ready 
and capable to have family and 
children, so child-rearing duties will 
be taken over by their parents. They 
also prefer to live with their parents, 
even some of them are still receiving 
financial support from parents. 

In addition to intuitive and 
emotional factors, child marriage is 
also frequently initiated by sexual 
factors. Actually, intuitive and 
emotional factors are related to 
sexual factor. The girls through 
intuitive and emotional factors 
begin to build a romantic 
relationship with the opposite sex. 
Statistics show that most boys and 
girls become sexually active at 
around the age of fifteen or earlier 
(Glasier et al., 2006). In adolescence, 
girls and boys are undergoing 
development and maturation, 
especially sexual development, 
whatever studied and perceived by 
them will shape their attitudes and 
sexual behavior. Unfortunately, 
during this development, they 
received less attention from their 
parents so they are more affected by 
other agencies. The emotional 
involvement in relationships 
between boys and girls added with 
the modernization of information 
and communication technology 
resulted in premarital sexual 
behavior that became one of the 
causes of adolescent marriage. 
Premarital sexual behavior is often 
the case in teenagers who have been 
in pairs. 

Unlike the marriage decision 
because intuitive factor which is 
voluntary, marriage decisions 
because of the sexual factor that 
results in premarital sexual behavior 
is often due to coercion. Sometimes 
the girls feel regret when they got 
married. This regret then leads to a 
less appreciative attitude towards 
the meaning of marriage. This less 

appreciative attitude occurs in both 
or one partner only. On the other 
hand, the male as the head of the 
family is too focused on making a 
living so the child becomes fully 
regarded as the responsibility of the 
wife. It then leads to quarrels and 
even divorce. 

Please note that one's agency can 
be influenced by internal and 
external factors. Kinseng (2017) 
mentioned that internal factors 
include behavioral system organism 
and personality system; external 
factors include the social system and 
cultural system. Girl’s agency in 
marriage at the age of the child 
based on the internal factor of the 
personality system, the woman 
involves intuition and emotion. 
While external factors are social 
systems and cultural systems. The 
interaction between the girl and the 
other agents certainly influences her 
like her experience, attitude, and 
mind. For example, when girls 
interact with peers who are married 
then peers will put pressure on and 
influence the personal preferences 
of girls to marry, further discussed 
in the next section. Likewise, the 
customs or traditions of marriage 
that exist in society can affect girl’s 
agency. 

Therefore, the girl's action who 
are influenced by the agency rather 
than breaking the existing practice 
of child marriage but instead 
perpetuating that practice. Agency 
can also be an ability to maintain the 
existing conditions (Kinseng, 2017). 
The actions undertaken by the girls 
later became a social practice is child 
marriage practice. 

 

THE OTHER AGENT’S ACTIONS 
Unlike girls, whose actions are 

influenced by agencies, some of the 
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agents below act because they are 
driven by the structure of society. 
Therefore, the agent's action is not 
started from the initiative 
themselves and then become 
routine. In this case, there is no 
structure that constrains child 
marriage practice, so the action of 
this agent supports that structure. 
Some of these agents are amil 
(assistant of marriage recording 
officer), Religious Affairs (KUA) 
officers, peer groups, teachers, 
mothers, and spouses. 

 

Amil as A Technical Implementers 
in Child Marriage Practice 

Amil in this case is an agent or 
technical implementers in the child 
marriage practice because he 
contributes to manipulating the age 
of the bride and groom, especially 
the brides. Amil has a role to assist 
the government in registering the 
marriage in Religious Affairs Office 
(KUA). Amil is appointed as a partner 
of Religious Affairs Office (KUA) 
because he is closer and knows the 
conditions of the community where 
he lives. Parents usually ask amil to 
register the marriage to the KUA 
including taking care of N5 form or 
parental consent form. Parents and 
amil manipulate the age of the girls 
to be able to register their marriage 
at KUA. As presented previously, 
manipulation through raising the 
age of girls is done in order to meet 
the requirements for minimum age 
limit. Please note that almost all 
children in rural areas do not have 
birth certificates, so manipulation is 
usually done through a family card. 
There is no structure that constrains 
child marriage practice so that amil’s 
actions are driven by existing 
structures in society. 

The computerized system of 
marriage recording that began to 

occur in 2016 minimizes the effort 
of manipulating the age of the bride. 
Yet this does not reduce the child 
marriage practice. Marriage is still 
held even though not registered 
their marriage to KUA. As has been 
described previously in the typology 
of child marriage, this type of 
marriage is held in religious law. 
This type of marriage has 
consequences that the couple must 
delay pregnancy first so that their 
children will be registered as their 
child in the family card. If women 
have already been pregnant, then 
their children will be registered as a 
child of a mother's parents. 

 

Religious Affairs Officer and 
Marriage Registration 

The Religious Affairs Officer only 
records marriages if the man has 
reached the age of 19 years and 
women aged 16 years. If there are 
women who will register under the 
age of 16 years, they will be rejected. 
Religious Affairs Office (KUA) 
provide dispensation for any 
marriage involving people younger 
than 21 with parental consent. The 
parents have gained permission 
from a district level religious court. 
In this case, however, the parents 
chose to manipulate the age of the 
bride. This manipulation occurs 
because the girl does not have birth 
certificates. PLAN (2014) reported 
that lack of birth documentation is 
strongly linked to child marriages in 
Indonesia.  

Religious Affairs Office (KUA) as a 
formal institution of marriage 
registration less anticipate child 
marriage practice. Religious Affairs 
officer can play an active role to 
minimize marriage of children 
under the age of 16 indicated to 
manipulate age. A computerized 
system implemented by Religious 



SALASIKA: Indonesian Journal of Gender, Women, Child, & Social Inclusion's Studies 
Vol. 2 No. 2, July 2019 
 

 

 
 

146 

Affairs Office at least reduce the 
practice of data manipulation. 
Religious Affairs Officer less educate 
and socialize about child marriage 
and its impact. Religious Affairs 
Office is expected to be an 
institution that can transform the 
child marriage practice. 

 

Peer Groups 

Individuals will align their 
behavior with their peer group. 
Peers put pressure on personal 
preferences in the community and 
then endogenously supported by 
society (Michaeli & Spiro, 2017). The 
pressure indirectly made by peers is 
also the result of reflexive 
monitoring from the surroundings. 
Each individual reflects what they 
get from their surroundings in their 
behavior. In other words, 
individuals feel the pressure to 
behave in accordance with their 
peers. In this case, it is related to 
child marriage practice. 

There are three contributions of 
peers in child marriage practice that 
all perpetuate child marriage 
practice and even form a new 
behavior pattern that supports the 
practice. First is peer pressure to 
quit school earlier. Socially, in 
adolescence, individuals prefer 
secondary groups as a reference in 
behaving. Their reasons are they do 
not have fund and they most often 
say that their friends are also out of 
school and choose to work. They do 
not regret their decision to get out of 
school earlier despite not having 
passed the final exam. Second is 
peer pressure to get married at child 
age or earlier. Several informants 
admitted that those who have been 
married actually because they are 
affected by their friends who are 
also early married. Teenage girls 
assume after they work then decide 

to get married also no problem and 
all parties both family and society 
widely support it. Third is peer 
pressure on sexual behavior. Peer 
pressure leads to biased norms and 
often sustainable (Michaeli & Spiro, 
2017). Sexual behavior is influenced 
by social media and then transferred 
through peers. The adolescent 
desire for a relationship is 
influenced by peer groups. 
Similarly, when the sexual activity is 
often carried out even though they 
do not yet have a legal bond. Kim 
and Free (2008) said that the 
information obtained about the 
sexuality of peers more determine 
the attitude of adolescents in sexual 
activity with their partners. Sexual 
behavior has initiated the 
occurrence of child marriage. 

 

Teachers: The Expected 
Transformative Agent 

Teachers can be role models in 
the character development of 
students in schools and in society 
widely. Unfortunately, 
Gunungsindur Village people have a 
low interest and opinion on the 
importance of education. As seen in 
Figure 2, 3, and 4, they indicate that 
there are low educational attainment 
of two generations, the generation of 
girl’s parents and the girls 
themselves. Education is less 
attractive to the majority of the 
people in Gunungsindur Village to 
improve their social status. In 
addition to improving social status, 
education can also be a way of 
delaying and maturity of marriage 
age.  

Teachers in this context can mean 
teachers in formal education as well 
as teachers in non-formal education 
such as pengajian that are more 
closely with rural communities. 
Nationally, reproductive health does 
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not become the curriculum and 
main topics. Reproductive health or 
marriage maturation is usually only 
delivered in formal schools in the 
city but is not yet the primary 
reference in rural schools. Actually, 
reproductive health and marriage 
maturity can be delivered by 
counseling teachers. The obstacle is 
that the teacher still considers it as 
taboo. There is a case of immorality 
which involves a teacher actually 
makes expectations about role 
model and the transformative agent 
disappears. As a result teachers in 
formal education have not become a 
role model or a transformative agent 
in child marriage practice. 
Meanwhile, for teachers in non-
formal education such as ustadz and 
ustadzah, discussion about marriage 
is quite often done even on the 
premarital sexual behavior. 
However, as well as formal 
education that does not inspire, 
nonformal education is also only 
attended by old people, so the target 
audience is not so precise. 

 

Girl’s Mother 

Mothers are the agencies that 
most often encourage child 
marriage practice. This condition 
occurs for several reasons. First, 
mothers are more sensitive to social 
pressures. Second, mothers having 
the experience of early marriage 
tend to pass it on to their daughters 
and consider it to be the natural 
thing. Third, mothers are usually 
also the most agree if their 

daughters do not continue their 
education. Mothers assume that 
high education is not important 
because, in the end, women will 
only become housewives. This is 
actually related to the education 
attained by mothers themselves who 
mostly do not finish primary school. 
In addition, the mother is also 
always pessimistic with the child's 
work later if the child is highly 
educated. 

 

Spouse 

Partner or spouse also contribute 
in two ways in child marriage 
practice. First, the proposal 
indirectly as a behavior that 
encourages the occurrence of child 
marriage. Most partners or their 
husbands are also at a young age, so 
the decision to marry is also much 
driven by emotion. This condition is 
then reinforced by the customs of 
people who forbid rejecting a man's 
proposal because it will make 
difficult for the future the girls’ 
mate. Thus the proposal will soon be 
accepted by the family even though 
the age of their child is still fairly 
young. Second, it is similar to the 
explanation of the girls’ actions. The 
loose relationship between the girls 
resulting in sexual behavior between 
the girls and their partners is 
possible the occurrence of child 
marriage. Society and family will 
certainly encourage the occurrence 
of marriage as a way to cover up 
disgrace. 
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Table 1 
Agent in Child Marriage Practice 

Agents Actions Explanations 
Amil (assistant of 
marriage recording 
officer) 

Manipulating the age of 
brides 

Perpetuate child 
marriage practice 
Shape new social 
practice → manipulating 
the age of brides 

Religious Affairs (KUA) 
Officers 

Ignore manipulating the 
age of marriage  
Less socialize about child 
marriage  

Perpetuate child 
marriage practice 
 
 

Computerized system of 
marriage recording 

Minimizes the effort of 
manipulating the age of 
the brides 
Increasing “nikah sirri” 
child marriage practice  

Peer Groups of The Girls Give preference about 
child marriage  
Peer pressure 

Perpetuate child 
marriage practice 
 

Teachers Not become a role 
model 
Less inspire 

Perpetuate child 
marriage practice 

Mothers Encourage child 
marriage practice 

Perpetuate child 
marriage practice related 
to social pressure 

Spouse Propose to marriage 
Sexual behavior 

Perpetuate child 
marriage practice 

 

FAMILY STRENGTH: SPECIAL 
ATTENTION IN GROWTH AND 
DEVELOPMENT STAGE 

Adolescence stage brings many 
changes not only physically but also 
socially. Physically adolescents 
experience growth and puberty 
changes also occur at this stage. 
Physical changes are also followed 
by hormonal changes in the body. 
At this stage, the adolescent becomes 
interested and spend more time in 
mixed gender group. They begin to 
build relationships with the opposite 
sex. The relationship is especially a 
romantic relationship. The romantic 
and sexual relationship becomes 
important and central to their social 
life. On average, middle adolescence 
is a time when teens begin to be 

interested in the more intimate 
relationship and experimentations 
(Tulloch & Kaufman, 2013).  

Socially, adolescence is a 
transition stage between game stage 
to generalized stage, from primary 
socialization to secondary 
socialization. In this stage, children 
are most strongly attached to their 
parents move increasingly away 
from parents and increasingly close 
toward peers. It means that parents’ 
influence diminishes at this stage. 
The process of secondary 
socialization at this stage most affect 
the individual. Peers more influence 
and acceptance becomes very 
important. It is because they more 
commonly participate in play with 
peers than with their parents. At the 
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same time, adolescents are 
developing and consolidating their 
identity including their 
development of self-identity and 
sexual identity. They disengage 
from parental control to assert more 
autonomy. Increasing to focus and 
more importance on the 
relationship with peers and group 
activities. They define their social 
identities according to how they are 
similar to and differ from others 
and find it in their social groups 
especially peers group. Moreover, 
they shape each other’s behavior 
and attitudes. Peers give both 
positive and negative impact during 
adolescence. Negative peer pressure 
can lead them to make riskier 
decisions. Peers often reinforce and 
show approval signs against the 
problem and deviant behavior. In 
this case, negative peer pressures are 
quit school earlier and get married 
at child age or earlier.  

In the case of child marriage, 
parents or the girls themselves see 
that the body is maturing physically, 
but not necessarily occur in the 
brain, thinking skills and emotional 
development. What looks on the 
surface does not always match 
what’s happening on the inside. It is 
important to note especially by 
parents that puberty and physical 
changes just a sign of maturity does 
not mean they are mature. The child 
needs assistance in the face of the 
growth and development stage. Give 
special attention to children who are 
experiencing growth and 
development. Parents should have 
conversations with their child about 
their changing, sex and relationships 
and also ground rules and 
consequences for breaking the rules. 
But it is very difficult given that 
parents, especially in rural areas 
sometimes regard sex and 
relationships as a taboo 

conversation. In addition, parents 
have less knowledge about growth 
and development stage of their child 
and do not know what to do. That is 
why when the child does not get the 
appropriate answers and parental 
assistance then the child will look for 
it in their peer group. 

At least parents should be role 
models, although at this stage the 
child socializes more in peer groups. 
The most influential role models for 
teenagers are the grown-ups in their 
lives (Raising Children Network, 
2017). Parents can play a role in 
helping their child choose ‘good' 
friends (Knoster et al., 2006). It can 
anticipate the occurrence of 
unexpected behavior and social 
deviation. Important to note, in this 
case about 15.6 percent indicated got 
married as a result of premarital 
sexual behavior. This percentage is 
small because it does not represent 
real data because of the difficulty in 
obtaining information and 
informant consent. 

 

FAMILY SUPPORT TO ATTAIN 
HIGH EDUCATION 

In this case, both parents or 
daughters have low educational 
attainment. Mothers even worry if 
their child has high education. In 
mothers’ opinion, the girls will be 
housewives, therefore they do not 
need high education. Education has 
a latent function to prolong 
adolescence and delay marriage. 
The family does not provide 
reinforcement and support for the 
children to attain high education. It 
is seen from a family that loosely 
allowing their child to quite a school 
earlier. This may happen because 
family have the less academic 
knowledge and do not know how to 
support their children. The family 
attitudes are also less appreciative of 
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neighbors who have high 
educational attainment.  

In another hand, few of them can 
attain high education so that it can 
delay marriage. Although parents do 
not have high educational 
attainment parents are highly 
appreciative of education. The 
family especially mother really 
support the education of their child. 
Therefore, children are motivated to 
go to school. Shor et al. (2013) 
mentioned that support from the 
family member was more beneficial 
and needed than the support 
provided by friends. Family 
involvement in education correlates 
with higher academic performance 
students tend to earn higher grades, 
attend school more regularly, and 
stay in school longer. In this special 
case, parents encourage their 
children to attain high education. 
Parents realize that education can 
provide a better life for their child. 

We can see that although the 
surroundings do not support to 
attain high education, there are also 
peers who give negative pressure, 
support from family is very 
valuable. As described previously, 
although children in adolescence 
undergo a process of secondary 
socialization they still require 
reinforcement from their parents. 
There are several kinds of family 
support such as emotional support, 
social support, and financial 
support. In the special case above, 
parents primarily give emotional 
and social support such as caring, 
appreciation and positive role 
model for their children. 

 

CONCLUSION 
Child marriage in Indonesia is 

still existed, especially in girls aged 
16 to 17 years. The age of the spouses 

is also young, that indicates that 
marriage is no longer arranged by 
parents. Parents who marry off their 
children have the low social-
economic level and low attainment 
education. There are two types of 
child marriage. The first one is 
registered and the other is 
unregistered marriage. The 
registered marriage is legally done 
in accordance with both state and 
religious law. However, there is the 
registered marriage because of 
manipulation the age of the bride. 
The second one is unregistered 
marriage is only legal under the 
religious law. The unregistered 
marriage is actually a delayed 
marriage registration. The registered 
marriage and unregistered marriage 
are both legal marriages. 

Child marriage practice is not 
only related to the structure of 
society but with social relations 
between agencies, which are inter-
related. Girls’ agency has a reflexive 
monitoring capacity and reproduces 
the structure. In this case, girls’ 
actions are affected by the agency 
perpetuate child marriage practice. 
This study found the identified 
other agents in child marriage 
practice. Their actions are driven by 
the existing structure in the society. 
First, amil or assistant of marriage 
recording officer, they are the 
technical actors or implementer in 
child marriage practice. Parents and 
amil manipulate girls' age to be able 
to register their marriage at 
Religious Affairs Office (KUA). 
Second, Religious Affairs Officer as 
the formal institution of marriage 
registration less anticipates child 
marriage practice. Religious Affairs 
Officer less educate and socialize 
about child marriage and its impact. 
Third, peers contribute in child 
marriage practice in three ways. 
They are peer pressure to quit 
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school earlier; peer pressure to get 
married at child age or earlier; and 
peer pressure on sexual behavior. 
Fourth, teachers are the expected 
transformative agency. In fact, 
teachers less inspire about education 
especially for parents and the girls. 
Fifth, mother and spouses of 
married girls. Mothers are the agent 
that most often encourage child 
marriage practice for the amount of 
reason. Mothers are more sensitive 
to social pressures; mothers having 
the experience of early marriage 
tend to pass it on to their daughters; 
and mothers are usually also most 
agree if their daughters do not 
continue their education. The 
spouse or partner also contributes in 
two ways in child marriage practice 
through their proposal and their 
premarital sexual behavior. To 
minimize the child marriage 
practice, it is necessary to improve 
girls’ agency and transform existing 
structures, then increase 
constraining structure, beginning 
with the family level. In this case, 
child marriage practice occurs 
because there is no family strength. 
The family strength that can be 
implemented in this case are two 
things. First, the family gives special 
attention to children who are 
experiencing growth and 
development. Parents should have 
conversations with their child about 
their changing and be positive role 
model. Parents also can help their 
child to choose friends. Second, 
family support to attain high 
education. In this case, both parents 
or daughters have low educational 
attainment. Attaining high education 
is one way to improve the agency of 
girls. Actually, parents, especially 
mothers can encourage their 
children to attain high education 
although their surroundings does 
not support it. Few of them can 

attain high education so that it can 
delay marriage.  

 
 

REFERENCES 
Aminullah, T.A. Satria, R.I., & Murti, 

F.A. Setiawan. (2012). Pernikahan 
Dini pada Beberapa Provinsi di 
Indonesia: Akar Masalah dan Peran 
Kelembagaan Daerah. Jakarta (ID): 
Badan Kependudukan dan 
Keluarga Berencana Nasional 

Badan Pusat Statistik, United Nations 
Children's Fund. (2015). Kemajuan 
yang Tertunda: Analisis Data 
Perkawinan Usia Anak di Indonesia. 
Jakarta (ID): Badan Pusat Statistik 

Candraningrum, D., Dhewy, A.,  & A.M. 
Pratiwi. (2016). Takut akan Zina, 
Pendidikan Rendah, dan 
Kemiskinan: Status Anak 
Perempuan dalam Pernikahan 
Anak di Sukabumi Jawa Barat. 
Jurnal Perempuan, 21(1), 149-186. 
Retrieved from 
http://www.jurnalperempuan.org/
uploads/1/2/2/0/12201443/jp_88-
riset-
takut_akan_zina_pendidikan_ren
dah_dan_kemiskinan__status_an
ak_perempuan_dalam_pernikah
an_anak_di_sukabumi_jawa_bar
at_.pdf 

Duvall, E.M., & B.C. Miller. (1985.) 
Marriage and Family Development 
(6th ed). New York: Harper & Row 
Publishers. 

Field, E., & Ambrus, A. (2008). Early 
marriage, age of menarche, and 
female schooling attainment in 
Bangladesh. Political Economy, 
116(5), 881-930. Retrieved from 
https://dash.harvard.edu/bitstrea
m/handle/1/3200264/ambrus_ear
lymarriage.pdf?sequence=2 



SALASIKA: Indonesian Journal of Gender, Women, Child, & Social Inclusion's Studies 
Vol. 2 No. 2, July 2019 
 

 

 
 

152 

Glasier, A., A.M. Gülmezoglu, Schmid, 
G.P.,  Moreno, C.G., & Van Look, 
P.F.. (2006). Sexual and 
reproductive health: a matter of 
life and death. The Lancet, 
368(9547), 1595-607. Retrieved 
from 
http://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/jo
urnals/lancet/PIIS0140-
6736(06)69478-6.pdf 

Homzah, S., & M. Sulaeman. (2014). 
Motif (faktor pendorong) dan 
persepsi kawin usia muda pada 
remaja pedesaan di Jawa Barat. 
Retrieved from 
http://pustaka.unpad.ac.id/wp-
content/uploads/2014/03/Motif-
Faktor-Pendorong-Dan-Persepsi-
Kawin-Usia-Muda.pdf 

Iriani, D. (2015). Analisa terhadap 
batasan minimal usia pernikahan 
dalam UU. No. 1 tahun 1974. 
Justicia Islamic, 12(1), 1-20. 
Retrieved from 
http://jurnal.stainponorogo.ac.id/i
ndex.php/justicia/article/downloa
d/262/231 

Islam, T.M., M.J.I. Taher, B. Uddin, & 
Forid, S. (2015). Socio-economic 
values and child marriage: A case 
study on selected villages in 
Kurigram district. International 
Journal of Natural and Social 
Science, 2(5), 18-35. Retrieved from 
http://ijnss.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/08/IJNSS-
V2I5-02-pp-18-23.pdf 

Jensen, R., R. Thornton. (2003). Early 
female marriage in the 
developing world. Gender and 
Development, 5(2), 9-19. Retrieved 
from 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40306
36 

Kementerian Pemberdayaan 
Perempuan dan Perlindungan 
Anak, BPS Badan Pusat Statistik. 
(2015). Profil Anak Indonesia. 
Jakarta: Kementerian 
Pemberdayaan Perempuan dan 
Perlindungan Anak 

Kim, C.R., C. Free. (2008). Recent 
evaluations of the peer-led 
approach in adolescent sexual 
health education: a systematic 
review. Perspective on Sexual and 
Reproductive Health, 40(3), 144-151. 
Retrieved from 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/do
i/10.1363/4014408/full 

Knoster, C, D.L., Haynie D. L., & 
Stephens, C.M. (2006). Parenting 
Practices and Adolescents’ 
Friendship Networks. Journal of 
Marriage and Family, 68(5), 1247-
1260. Retrieved from 
https://www.researchgate.net/pro
file/Dana_Haynie/publication/22
9759874_Parenting_Practices_an
d_Adolescents'_Friendship_Netw
orks/links/542b0afc0cf29bbc126a
7daf.pdf 

Lammana, M.A., Riedmann, A., & 
Stewart, M. (2016). Marriages, 
Families, and Relationship Making 
Choices in a Diverse Society. Boston: 
Cengage Learning 

Michaeli, M., & Spiro, D. (2017). From 
peer pressure to biased norms: 
formation and collapse. American 
Economic Journal: Microeconomics, 
9(1), 152-216. Retrieved from 
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/c
ontentone/aea/aejmi/2017/00000
009/00000001/art00006 

Nour, N.M. (2009). Child marriage: A 
silent health and human rights 
issue. Reviews in Obstetrics & 
Gynecology, 2(1), 51-56. Retrieved 
from 
http://www.khubmarriage18.org/s
ites/default/files/27.pdf 

Oyortey, N.O., & Pobi, S. (2003). Early 
Marriage and Poverty: Exploring 
Links for Policy and Programme 
Development. London: Forum on 
Marriage and the Rights of 
Women and Girls 

PLAN International Australia. (2014). 
Just Married, Just Child: Child 
Marriage in the Indo-Pacific Region. 
Melbourne: PLAN International 
Australia 



Agents in Child Marriage Practice in Rural West Java  
(Pradipta, Wahyuni, & Sumarti) 

 

 

 
 

 

153 

Raising Children Network. (2017). 
Teenage Relationships: Romance & 
Intimacy. Melbourne: Raising 
Children Network 

Raj, A., N. Sanggurti, Lawrence, D., 
Balaiah, D., & Silverman, J.G. 
(2010). Association between 
adolescent marriage and marital 
violence among young adult 
women in India. International 
Journal of Gynecology & Obstetrics, 
110(1), 35-39. Retrieved from 
http://www.ijgo.org/article/S0020
-7292(10)00093-7/fulltext 

Santhya, K.G. (2005). Early marriage 
and sexual and reproductive 
health vulnerabilities of young 
women: a synthesis of recent 
evidence from developing 
countries. Current Opinion in 
Obstetrics and Gynecology, 23(5), 
334-339. Retrieved 
http://journals.lww.com/co-
obgyn/Abstract/2011/10000/Early
_marriage_and_sexual_and_repr
oductive_health.6.aspx 

Seiler, N. (2002). Is Teen Marriage a 
Solution? Washington DC: Center 
for Law and Social Policy 

Shor, E., Roelfs, D.J., & Yogev, T. (2013). 
The strength of family ties: A 
meta-analysis and meta-
regression of self-reported social 
support and mortality. Social 
Networks, 35(4), 626-638. 
Retrieved from 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/sci
ence/article/pii/S03788733130007
49 

Taylor, A., G. Lauro, Segundo, M., & 
Greene, M. (2015). “She Goes With 
Me in My Boat” Child and Adolescent 
Marriage in Brazil. Rio de Janeiro: 
Instituto Promundo; Washington 
DC: Promundo-US. 

Tremayne, S. (2006). Modernity and 
early marriage in Iran: A view 
from within. Journal of Middle East 
Women’s Studies, 2(1), 65-145. 
Retrieved from 
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/1944
26/pdf 

Tulloch, T., & Kaufman, M. (2013). 
Adolescent Sexuality. Pediatrics in 
Review, 34(1), 29-38. Retrieved 
from 
http://pedsinreview.aappublicatio
ns.org/content/34/1/29.full-
text.pdf 

United Nations Population Fund. (2012). 
Marrying Too Young End Child 
Marriage. New York: United 
Nations Population Fund. 

United Nations Children's Fund 
Indonesia. (2016). Child marriage in 
Indonesia: Progress on pause. 
Jakarta: United Nations Children's 
Fund Indonesia. 

 

 

 

 



SALASIKA: Indonesian Journal of Gender, Women, Child, & Social Inclusion's Studies 
Vol. 2 No. 2, July 2019 
 

 

 
 

154 



 


	0202_00_Cover.pdf
	0202_04_Pradipta.pdf
	0202_10_Backcover.pdf

