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Miss M. J. Neilson, M.B.E.

M I S S  M .  J .  N E I L S O N ,  M .B .E .

By this t ime the m ajor ity  o f  the m em bers  o f  the S o u th  
A frican  Society o f  P hys io the rapy  will have had the o p p o r 
tun i ty  and  the privilege o f  meeting  Miss Neilson.

An extensive fou r  week to u r  o f  So u th  Africa has been 
p lanned  for  her,  and  du r in g  that  t ime it is hoped  that  she 
will m eet ,  besides physio therap is ts ,  m a n y  influentia l  persons 
in o th e r  spheres w ho  a re  interested in o u r  profession and  
upo n  whose s u p p o r t  we can  depend .

T o  those  physio therap is ts  w ho  are  m em b ers  o f  the C h a r t 
ered  Society o f  P h ys io the rapy  in L o n d o n ,  and  those  who 
have visited o r  w orked  professionally  in the U nited  K in g d o m ,  
Miss N eilson  is n o  st ranger ,  bu t  a friend f rom  w h o m  they 
have always been ab le  to  o b ta in  advice o r  guidance.

She was the Secretary o f  the C h a r te red  Society f rom 
1943— 1961 an d  du r in g  that  t im e the Society was t ransfo rm ed  
f rom  a small  o rg an iza t io n  to  one  capab le  o f  tak ing  its place 
a m o n g  the leading professional  bodies in Britain.

Before being imm ersed  in the world o f  P hys io therapy  
M iss Neilson gained varied experience which has been o f  
ines tim able  value ever since. She acted  as Assistant  Secretary 
o f  the C onference  o f  T he  In te r-P a r l iam en ta ry  U nion ,  
se rved in public  re la t ions with the  Inst i tu te  o f  Inco rpo ra ted  
Prac t i t ioners  in A dver t is ing  an d  in medical and  allied m at te rs  
with  the G en e ra l  N u rs in g  Counc il  o f  England  and  Wales .

In 1961 H er  Majesty Q ueen  Elizabeth  II bes towed upon  
Miss Neilson M e m b e rsh ip  o f  the O rd e r  o f  the British 
E m p ire ,  for her  w ork  while Secretary o f  the C.S.P. Miss 
Neilson  is a lso one  o f  the  few w om en  to  be accepted  by the 
A d m in is t r a t io n  Staff College at  Henley, where ad m in is t r a to rs  
f rom  the h igher  r an k s  o f  industry  and  the Services are 
t ra ined  for  top-level posts .

Besides her  m anifo ld  ro u t ine  duties  as  Secretary she 
steered the Society a long  the road  to S tate  Reg is t ra t ion  
and  rem ained  with the Society unt il  th is w as successfully 
achieved,  th ro u g h  no m ean  effort on  her  part.
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Miss Neilson has a lso  been in s trum en ta l  in the raising 
o f  sa laries and  served on var ious  councils  and  committees 
connec ted  with the W hitley C ouncil  for the Health  Services 
(G re a t  Britain).  It is impossible  to en u m e ra te  all Miss 
N e i ls o n ’s accom plishm e n ts  d u r ing  her  period with the 
C h a r te re d  Society but  it is en o u g h  to  say tha t  their  loss 
was certain ly  the W or ld  C o n fe d e ra t io n ’s gain and  the 
posit ion  the W .C .P .T .  holds in In te rna t iona l  affairs today 
reflects Miss N ei lson 's  efficiency an d  dy n am ic  personali ty.

Miss Neilson  to o k  a leading part  in the preliminary 
ta lks which led to  the fo rm a t io n  o f  the W .C .P .T .  and 
becam e H o n o ra ry  Secretary and  T reasu re r  at the first 
meeting in C o p e n h ag en  in 1951. T hese  posts  she held 
while still Secretary o f  the C.S .P .  By 1961 it was evident 
tha t  with the expans ion  o f  the activities o f  the W.C.P.T. 
this would  no longer be p rac ticable  and  she accepted the 
posit ion  o f  Secretary G e n e ra l  o f  W .C .P .T . ,  the post  she holds 
today.

In 1953 the First  C ongress  o f  W .C .P .T .  was held in 
L o n d o n ,  and  its success was du e  to  Miss N eilson 's  brilliant 
o rgan iz ing  ability, and  it set the high s ta n d a rd  o f  ensuing 
Congresses . Recen t evidence o f  this was seen again in 
C o p e n h a g e n  in Ju n e  1963. It is o f  interest  to no te  that the 
W .C .P .T .  is a n  In te rn a t io n a l  N o n -G o v e rn m e n ta l  Organi
za t ion ,  having consu l ta tive  s ta tu s  with United N a t ions  anjj  
U .N .I .C .E .F .  and W orld  Health  O rgan isza tion  (W.H.O.™ 
a n d  co l labo ra tes  with o th e r  in ternat iona l  bodies dealing 
with rehab i l i ta t ion  o f  disabled and  h and icapped  persons. 
All this has been gained in a shor t  period o f  a little over 
ten years.

W hile  Miss Neilson is w'ith us in Sou th  Africa we hope 
to learn m ore  a b o u t  the W .C .P .T .  o rgan iza t ion  an d  through 
tha t ,  m ore  a b o u t  the wider w'orld o f  Physical Therapy 
an d  how o th e r  coun tr ies  have es tablished themselves in that 
w orld .  W e expect, too ,  to  learn a b o u t  the developing 
countr ies  an d  the tra in ing  o f  physio therapis ts  in those 
countr ies  and  the w ork  d one  by m em bers  o f  W.C.P.T. 
sent ou t  to those areas f rom the o lder  es tablished countries. 
M eanw hile  we hope  Miss Neilson  will gain som e th ing  by 
being with us and  will carry  hom e with her an insight into 
con d i t io n s  and  oppor tu n i t ie s  which present here,  and  learn 
how we are try ing  to  prove an d  im prove ourselves .

T h is  visit is o f  par t icu la r  im portanc e  at this juncture 
as Sou th  Africa has recently been elected on to the Executive 
C o m m it tee  o f  W .C .P .T .  for a n  eight year  period. Miss 
Jean  Blair, o u r  N a t io n a l  C h a irm a n ,  represents us on this 
c om m it tee  and  we are n a tu ra l ly  fully aw are  o f  the honour 
an d  the  responsibili t ies this recognit ion has b rought  us.

R
ep

ro
du

ce
d 

by
 S

ab
in

et
 G

at
ew

ay
 u

nd
er

 li
ce

nc
e 

gr
an

te
d 

by
 th

e 
Pu

bl
is

he
r (

da
te

d 
20

13
.)




