
On Entering the Profession
■ by Lynn Fearnhead
In sp e a k in g  to y o u  a b o u t  the p h y s io th e r a p y  p ro fession ,  I a m  

g o i n g  to c o m p a r e  i t  to a l i f e - l o n g  c r u i s e  o n  a sh ip  -  the  

p h y s io th e r a p is t 's  v e rs io n  o f  the QEII .

Y o u  h a v e  s p e n t  fo u r  y e a rs  p la n n in g  (and p a y in g  for!)  this trip 

w ith  y o u r  travel a g ents  -  the W its  P h y sio  T rav e l  D e p a rtm e n t.  

T h e y  offered  y o u  a s to p o v e r  in bas ic  sc iences ,  a fair ly  lengthy visit  

to A n a t o m y  and  P h y s io lo g y ,  then c a m e  the cru ise  high lights  

O P D ,  O rth o ,  Paeds, N e u ro ,  C o m m u n i ty  and  the ex c i te m e n t  o f  

1 C U -  l ike the g re a t  p o rts  o f  the w orld !

A n d  n o w  at G r a d u a t io n  y o u  w ill  rece iv e  y o u r  t ickets for yo u r  

" c ru is e  o f  a l i fe t im e "  on  the SA  Ph y sio th erap y .

T h e  sh ip s  se c u r i ty  o f f ic er  (aka T h e  P ro fess io n a l  B oard  for 

P h y s io th era p y )  w ill  be there  to c h e ck  y o u r  b o a rd in g  passes.  T h e y  

a lso  e n s u r e  that n o  o n e  se r io u s ly  m is b e h a v e s  o n  board  ship.

T h e  cre w  (of f ice -bearers  o f  the S A S P  -  u n d e r  C a p ta in  Frances 

G la u b e r  and  F irst  O fficer ,  Lisa d e  Blois) will  b e  there  to w e lc o m e  

you and  help y o u  to y o u r  cab in s.  Y o u  can  d ecid e  w h e th e r  you 

w a n t  to g o  1st  C lass ,  3rd C la ss  or  e v en  s teerage!

Y o u  can qu iet ly  en jo y  y o u r  Cru ise or  b e  like the a tten tion seekers  

you find on a ny  cru ise  -  the o n e s  w e a r in g  the sm a l les t  bik in i 's  and 

those  f igh ting  to ge t  a p lace  at the C a p ta in 's  table. T h is  w a s  

t radit ionally  a q u ie t  c ru ise  sh ip  b u t  the c re w  n o w  act ive ly  e n c o u r 

ages you to g e t  in v o lv ed  and to g e t  the a t ten t io n  o f  the pa p a ra z z i  

-  w e  w a n t  the w o rld  to k n o w  w h a t  is h a p p e n in g  on the SA

Ph ysioth erap y .

T h e  c r e w 's  p r im a ry  ro le  is to he lp  y o u  g e t  the m o s t  e n jo y m e n t  

and sa t is fact io n  from  the cru ise  an d  offers  an  a m a z in g  v ar ie ty  o f  

o n  b o a rd  e n te r ta in m e n t  l ike  O M T 1  a n d  I C U  W o r k s h o p s ,  A c u 

pu n ctu re ,  C o n g re s se s  a n d  U p d a te s .  T h e y  inv ite  o v e r s e a s  e n te r 

tainers l ike C a r o ly n  R ic h a rd so n ,  P au l  H o d g e s  a n d  F ra n c in e  St 

G e o r g e  to n a m e  a few.

T h e y  are  a lso  there  to steer  the sh ip  a lo n g  the c o u r s e  largely  

d e te r m in e d  b y  the travel agents .  S o m e tim e s ,  as at  p re sen t ,  they 

h a v e  to battle  th ro u g h  h e a v y  s e a s  w h e r e  the  sh ip  is b a t te re d  b y  

the h u g e  w a v e s  o f  m a n a g e d  h e a lth  care ,  the  u n ce r ta in ty  o f  m e d i 

cal aid s c h e m e s  and  c h a n g e s  w ith in  the p u b l ic  h e a lth  h e a lth  

service .  T h e y  h a v e  to av o id  p laces  l ike the " B e r m u d a  T r ia n g le "  

and be  co nstan tly  o n  w a tc h  for i c e -b erg s  -  w e  all  k n o w  w h a t  

h a p p en ed  to the Titanic !

O u r  sh ip  is not  a l o n e - w e  are  in c o n s ta n t  c o m m u n ic a t io n  w ith  

the rest  o f  the co n v o y  (o th e r w ise  k n o w n  a s  the W C P T )  a n d  tho u g h  

w e  w o u ld  p re fer  that  y o u  e n jo y  o u r  c ru ise ,  b e c a u s e  o f  o u r  g o o d  

re la t ion sh ip  w ith  the co n v o y ,  it is p o ss ib le  to c h a n g e  ships.

A u n iq u e  featu re  o f  o u r  sh ip  is the  o n -b o a r d  tra in in g  o n e  can  

un d e r ta k e  to b e c o m e  a m e m b e r  o f  the c re w . Y o u  too co u ld  b e c o m e  

the C a p ta in  o f  this ship! W e  m u s t  r e m e m b e r  that  w h a te v e r  ou r 

po sition  o n  th e  sh ip  —  w e  are  all in this b o a t  together !  By  w o r k in g  

together  w e  can all h av e  a safer ,  fas ter  a n d  m o r e  e n jo y a b le  cru ise  

on  the SA  P h y sio th erap y .

CONSIDERING A REAL CHANGE?

THEN TELEPHONE THE PROFESSIONALS 
AT BBT MEDICAL HOW - FREE!!!

BBT  fctedicat fefltt the field to securing locum and permanent 
positions for Physiotherapists to work anywhere inr

ENGLAND, SCOTLAND AND WALES
We <teal with the very best hospitals and clinics in the UK, and cam 
offer you the number one package available.

For Locums we offer;

Top rates of pay Work for aU grad#*
Bonus schemfc$ Computerised weekly payment
Variable lOSlim »<tngt*1$ Visa assistance
Accommodation Free c p s m  membership
Personal tax advfc* Assignment continuity

-  and tf you are looking iat a permanent position you wfil always 
have &i*i <5xCeilent sef©Ction to choose from.

We offer Therapists an unrivalled and much respected -service ftiat is 
efficient, professional and tailored to individual requ*retn$rtts, 
Through the combination of our excellent reputation and quality 
service you can realise your ambitions with BBT.

Call P<T.tcani leader Richard Smith for further informaMofi and advice

FREE - 0800 998154
(D IR EC T  TO LONDO N)
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FDNG 
FUNG 
FDNG 
FDNG 

‘AFFDNG
SPECIALISTS IN PLACING THERAPISTS FROM A R O U N D

THE WORLD INTO POSITIONS ACROSS THE U .S.A .

O u r u n p re c e d e n te d  fu l l  serv ice  a p p ro a c h  e nsu res  th a t  a ll 
a p p lic a t io n s  a re  c o m p le te d  w ith  speed , q u a lity  &  va lue  

•

O u r c o m p u te riz e d  d a tabase  a llo w s  us access to  th e  type  o f  
w o rk  you are  look ing  fo r and- the  geograph ic  lo ca tio n  you  desire

•

Your re c ru ite r  w il l  w o rk  c lose ly  w ith  b o th  you  a n d  y o u r  
n e w  e m p lo y e r to  e nsu re  th a t  y o u r needs a re  m e t

.WORLDWIDE STAFFING 
ORLDWIDE STAFFING 
[QRLDWDDE STAFFDNG 
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