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M rs. T. p ra c tis in g  fo r  th e  In te rn a tio n a l S to k e  M a n d e v ille  
G a m e '  f o r  W h e e lch a ir  S p o i lsm en .

t hemselves  c o m i n g  t o  give t h e m  a ss i s t anc e ,  t h e n  w h o l e  o u t 
look  c h an g e d ,  a n d  they  s o o n ,  wi t h  i n c r ea s i ng  e n t h u s i a s m ,  

j s t a r t ed  wor k .  S o  g r e a t  b e c a m e  t he  d e m a n d  for  w o r k  t ha t  
r s o o n  a second  p e r s on  h a d  t o  be e m p l o y e d  t o  c ope .

A t  this t i me  w e  w e r e  f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a ve  a f o r m e r  W o r l d  
Ar che r y  C h a m p i o n  j o i n  t he  hos p i t a l  s t a f f  as  a n  a i d  in t he  
Phys i o t he r a py  D e p a r t m e n t .  S h e  s t a r t e d  t he  p r e s e n t  Pr i nces s  
Alice Ar c he r y  C l ub ,  a n d  qu i c k l y  its p o p u l a r i t y  s p r e a d  
th r o ug h  t he  hos p i t a l ,  a n d  p a t i e n t s  f l ocked t o  t h e  s h o o t i n g  
range.  O n e  o f  its m o s t  e n t h us i a s t i c  m e m b e r s  wa s  Mr s .  T  , 
a n d  it s oon  b e c a m e  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  s he  h a d  t he  q ua l i t i e s  o f  a 
first-class a r che r .  M r s .  T .  now'  b e ga n  t r a i n i n g  in e a r ne s t ,  
as  we  had received an  i nv i t a t i on  f r o m  the  D i r e c t o r  o f  S t o k e  
Mandevi l l e  H o s p i t a l  Sp i na l  I n j u r i e s  s ec t i on  in A y l e s b u r y ,  
Eng l and ,  t o  s end  a t e a m  o f  w' hce l cha i r  s p o r t s m e n  t o  t he  
year ly i n t e r na t i ona l  g a m e s  he ld a t  S t o k e .  S o u t h  Af r i ca  
had  never  a s  ye t  c o m p e t e d  as  a t e a m  a t  t h e  g a m e s ,  a n d  it 
was  deci ded  “ n o w o r  n e v e r ” . Ev e r y  l u n c h  t i me  a n d  ever y  
week- end Mrs .  T.  p r ac t i s ed ,  u n m i n d f u l  o f  wi n d  a nd  w e a t h e r ,  
as only 2 \  m o n t h s  r e m a i n e d  be f o r e  t he  ga me s .  D u r i n g  all 
this p re pa ra t i o n  she  r a n  he r  h o m e  as  us ua l ,  w o r k e d  in t he  
mor n i ngs  a t  t he  hos p i t a l ,  he l pe d  t he  c h i l d r e n  in t h e  a f t e r 
n oons  a t  h o m e  a n d  d id  t he  c o o k i n g  as  be fo i e .

D u r i n g  t he  e nd  o f  J u n e  t he  t o u r i n g  A m e r i c a n  w h e e l c h a i r  
a thle tes  visi ted o u r  hos p i t a l  a n d  Mr s .  T b e c a m e  a  f i rm 
favour i t e  wi t h  t h e m.  T h e y  a r e  a l w a y s  q u o t e d  as  e x a m p l e s  o f

wel l  r e ha b i l i t a t e d  pe o p l e ,  bu t  o n e  a n d  all were  i mpr es s ed  
by  Mr s .  T  "s r e m a r k a b l e  p e r f o r m a n c e  no t  o n l y  in h e r  
s p o r t s m a n s h i p  bu t  m o s t l y  in t he  c a p a b l e  wa v  s he  r u n s  he r  
soc i a l  life a n d  h o m e .

Th e  e v en t u a l  G o l d  M e d a l  t h a t  M r s .  T  w o n  in t he  A r c h e r y  
at  t he  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  G a m e s  is m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a  G o l d  
M e d a l ,  it is the  r e w a r d  o f  e nd l e s s  p e r s e \ e r a n c e  a n d  c o u r a g e  
in t he  face  o f  e x t r e m e  adver s i t y  N o t  o n l y  c a n  s he  c o m p a r e  
l a v o u r a b l y  wi t h  a ny  r e h a b i l i t a t e d  p e r s o n  c o n f i n e d  t o  a 
wh e e l c h a i r ,  but  e \ c n  wi t h  n o i m a l  h e a l t h y  p e r s o ns  s he  c an  
ho l d  hei  o w n ,  a s  in t h e  i c cen t  W e s t e r n  P i o u n c e  A r c h e r y  
c h a m p i o n s h i p s  s he  wa s  a m e m b e r  o f  t he  w i n n i n g  L a d i e s ’ 
t e a m  o f  t h ree ,  a n d  t he  on l y  w h e e l ch a i r  a i e he i  on  t he  s h o o t i n g  
line.

W h a t  a  pei  feet e x a m p l e  thi s  is o f  w ha t  c a n  be ac h i eve d  
b> a  d i s a b l ed  p e r s o n  wi t h  a l itt le c o u r a g e  a n d  p e r s ev e t a n c e
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Ed i t o r ,  P h i s io th e ia p \ ,

I a m  m u c h  i mp r es se d  by t h e  lei lei in t h e  D e c e m b e r  
P h v 'io th e r a p i by G .  S. S c h c r m b r u c k e r  o n  C h i r o p r a c t i c  
a n d  t he  C o m m i s s i o n  o f  En q u i r y .

Re g i s t e i e d  M e m b e r s  s h o u l d  p r e p a i e  to  me e t  this  c h a l l 
e n g e ;  b u t .  w h o  will  bell  t he  c a t ?

U T h a n t  in his a d d r e s s  t o  t he  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  o f  the 
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  sa id  he be l i eved  ever y  n a t i o n  h ad  its h o n e s t  
d i f f e r ence  o f  o p i n i o n .  I feel w'e mu s t  n o t  t ry t o  bel i t t l e  o u r  
o p p o s i t i o n ,  but  t ry  t o  find a wa y  f o r  t he  C h n o p r a c t o r s  to 
f o r m  t he i r  o w n  R eg i s t e r  It will  be  a m a t t e r  f o r  t he  G o v e r n 
m e n t  t o  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  t he i r  c l i ent s  a r e  to  q u a l i f y  for  a ny  
benef i t s  u n d e r  s uch  s ch e me s  as  I n s u r a n c e  a n d  W o r k m e n ' s  
C o m p e n s a t i o n .

It s h o u l d  be  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  thi s  issue h a s  o n l y  very 
recen t ly  a r i s en ,  a n d  b e a r s  n o  tus t i f i able  we i gh t  t o  p r o ve  that  
no n - q u a l i f i ed  p e r s on s  s h o u l d  be  p l a c ed  on  t he  M e d i c a l  a n d  
D e n t a l  R eg i s t e r  o f  S o u t h  Af r i ca .

It s h o u l d  a l s o  be  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t he  C h i r o p r a c t o r s  
i nd u l g e  in se l f  a d v e r t i s e m e n t ,  t hey  d o  t he i r  o w n  d i a g n o s i n g ,  
a n d  ha ve  n o t  k n o w l e d g e  o r  access  t o  m e d i c a l  t e c h n i q u es ,  t o  
w a r n  t h e m  w h e n  g i v i ng  m a n i p u l a t i o n s  in cases  wh i c h  a r e  
def ini t e ly  c o n t r a - i n d i c a t e d  f o r  m a s s a g e ,  s u c h  as  T u b e r 
cu l os i s  o f  t he  Sp i n e ,  o r  c a n c e r o u s  k i dney .

It  is o u r  d u t y  to  say  t o  ever y  pa t i e n t ,  " I  a m  a l l o we d  to 
give t r e a t m e n t  o n l y  u n d e r  m e d i c a l  s u p e r v i s i o n , ”  a n d  it is 
o u r  e a r n e s t  de s i r e  t o  ke ep  thi s  p r i n c i p l e  eve r  f o r emo s t .

T h e  b u r e a u c r a t i c  m i n d  r e q u i r e s  c o n c r e t e  e x am p l e s .  I h o p e  
i h a t  p a t i e n t s  a n d  d oc t o r s ,  a n d  p h ys i o t h e r a p i s t s ,  will  c o m e  
f o r w a i d ,  t o  p r o ve  t h a t  t o  p ro t e c t  t he  pub l i c ,  we  m u s t  n o t  
ha ve  u n q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n s  on  t h e  roll .  W e  will ,  in f u t u r e ,  
ha ve  m o r e  c u l t s  a n d  t r e a t m e n t s  c r e e p i n g  i n ,  w<e h a ve  a l ong  
iow t o  hoe ,  bu t  a n y  o f  t hese  m u s t  no t  be a l l o w e d  t o  l a ke  a 
ho ld .  O n  thi s  i ssue we  m u s t  s t a n d  f i rm.  I w o u l d  l ike t o  s u g 
gest  t h a t  e ac h  b r a n c h  be a s k e d  t o  a p p o i n t  a t e a m  t o  me e t  the  
C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  c h o o s e  a s p o k e s m a n ,  a n d  t o  p u t  f o r w a r d  
speci f i c  c as e s  o f  w r o n g  t r e a t m e n t  f o l l owi ng  o n  n o  d i a g n o s i s  
o f  o r g a n i c  d i s ea s es  p r e s e n t  , o r  i nc o r r c c t  d i agnos i s .

I t rus t  t he  i nq u i r y  will no t  be  a l l o we d  t o  d e v e l o p  in to  
s o m e t h i n g  o f  a f e nc i ng  ski l l  at  a r m s  c o n t c x t ,  e n d i n g  in t h r u s t  
f o r  t h r u s t ,  m a n i p u l a t i o n  f o r  c o u n l c i - m a n i p u l a t i o n ,  a nd  
t h a t  t h e r e  will be  de f in i t e  g o o d  a n d  l as t i ng  resul t s .

It is t i me  s u c h  p e o p l e  a s  m e m b e r s  o f  a  G o v e r n m e n t  C o m 
mi s s i on  o f  E n q u i r y  in S o u t h  Af r i c a  l e a r n e d  t he  facts.  W e  
will be  h a p p y  t o  s u p p l y  t h e m ,  a n d  l ook  f o r w a r d  t o  a resul t  
wh i c h  w'lll be  g e ne r a l l y  h e a l t h y  a n d  benef icial .

( M r s . )  E d i t h  E.  F o s t e r .  M . C . S . P . ,  

C S  M M . G .  Re i gs t e r e d  N o .  5442.
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