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Letters to the Editor
C om pulsory R egistra tion .

I  am  in terested  in  th e  q u estio n  o f  co m pu lso ry  reg istra tion . 
D u r in g  th e  w ar years a ll m em bers o f  th e  C h arte red  Society 
o f  P hysio th erap y , L o n d o n , w ere asked  to  becom e registered  
m em bers o f  th e  B o a rd  o f  R e g is tra tio n  o f  M edical A u x ilia r ie s .

O nly  a b o u t 59 % o f  th e  m em bers o f  th e  C h a rte red  Society 
becam e en ro lled  on the  B o a rd ’s register.

H ow ever, a f te r  carefu l co n sid era tio n  an d  in view o f  th e  
op in io n s expressed  by m em bers o f  th e  C ounc il an d  the  
Socie ty ’s B ranches, th e  C h a rte red  Society  resigned fro m  
th e  B o a rd , an d  asked  a ll its m em bers w ho  h ad  registered  
th e reo n  to  w ith d raw  th e ir nam es.

T h e  C h arte red  Society w as m oved  to  tak e  th is ac tion  in 
th e  best in terests o f  its  m em bers, an d  th e  C ounc il requested  

'th e  B o a rd  to  rem ove th e  n a m e  o f  th e  C h a rte red  Society 
an d  its qualifica tions fro m  th e  B o a rd ’s list o f  R ecognised  
Q u alify ing  B odies.

I  tru s t th a t o u r m em bers o f  th e  S o u th  A frica n  Society o f  
P h y sio th erap y  w ill give th is m a tte r  th e ir earnest d e libera tion  
as I  feel th a t i f  w e becom e in any  w ay affiliated to  a  n a tio n a l 
reg ister w e m ay  find ourselves affiliated to  a  B ody o r  B odies, 
overw hich  w e hav e  n o  ju risd ic tio n  o r  co n tro l. W e m ight, 
fo r instance, be  obliged  to  sh o rten  the  co u rse  o f  tra in ing , 
w hich  w ould  be  a  retrogressive step.

T h e re  is no  w ay o f  assu rin g  th a t  p a tien ts  w ill b e  m o re  
im pressed  by one fo rm  o f  reg istra tio n  th a n  an o th er.

W e have been a t pa in s to  bu ild  u p  a  s tr ic t co d e  o f  eth ics, 
and  I feel th a t a  co m p u lso ry  n a tio n a l reg ister w ill, in n o  w ay, 
sa feguard  o u r Society o r  an y  o f  its m em bers.

W e lo o k  to  each  ind iv id u a l m em b er to  keep  up  the  
trad itio n s  o f  th e  S ociety : in th is w ay w e h o p e  to  fu rth e r  the 
cam p aig n  in assisting  th e  general p u b lic  to  recognise the 
difference betw een  fu lly  qualified ph y sio th erap is ts  an d  those 
w ho  hav e  n o t th e  q ualifica tions to  b ecom e registered  
m em bers o f  th e  S o u th  A frica n  Society  o f  P hysio therapy .

W e a re  ju stly  p ro u d  o f  o u r  society, an d  I  am  su re  th a t 
th e  p resen t fo rm  o f  reg istra tio n  ad eq u a te ly  m eets o u r 
requ irem en ts .

(M rs.) E d ith  E . F o ste r , m .c .s.p ., s .a .s .p .
H ighflats, N a ta l.

Equal W ork  —  E qual P ay .

W ith  reference to  T h e  E d ito ria l C o m m en t in th e  D ecem b er 
issue o f  P hysio therapy .

T h e  second p a ra g ra p h  show s w h a t a  m isconcep tion  m any 
o f  th e  o ld e r  fem ale P hysio therap ists h a v e :— “ In  these 
m o d ern  days w hen w om en an d  m en a re  w ork in g  together 
on  th e  sam e pro jec ts in m o re  and  m o re  fields, it seems 
strange th a t  P hysio th erap ists  have  to  be  show n d isc rim in
a tio n .”

Surely w hen one  reads th e  advertisem ents o f  vacancies in 
all b ranches o f  science, teach ing , eng ineering  e tc ., it show s 
clearly  th a t  ph y sio th erap is ts  h av e  n o t been  show n  dis
crim in a tio n . In  fac t th e  advertisem en ts p ro v e  th a t  b o th  
m ale  an d  fem ale P hysio th erap ists  still lag  b eh in d  in their 
pay  scales considering  the ir ed u ca tio n a l qualifica tions.

I  som etim es th in k  th a t m ore h a rm  is do n e  to  th e  P rofession  
by th e  issue o f  equ a l p ay  fo r  equ a l w o rk  th a n  th e  goo d  it 
does th e  fem ale  P hysio th erap ist.

D o es it d o  th e  fem ale  P hysio th erap ist an d  th e  P h ysio 
therapy  p rofession  an y  good to  know  th a t h e r m ale  colleague 
is classed below  th e  m ale  nurses w ith  w hom  he w o rk s?
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a new  a p p ro a c h  to  v a s o d ila ta tio n

by the use of 

the potent new 

penetrative 

agent

N E W

Rubiguent
■—  Regd.

FOR SPRAINS, 

FI BROS ITIS, ARTHRITIS, 

STRAINS A N D  

MUSCLE SPASM

Registered User o f  Trade M a rk  and 
Distributors in South A frica:

WYETH LABORATORIES (PTY.) LTD.
5 4 ,  S T A T IO N  S T R E E T ,  E A S T  L O N D O N .

METHYL NICOTINATE
in conjunction with the powerful vasodilator, 
histamine opens the way for the histamine to 
penetrate tissues rapidly.
There it promotes prolonged, 
hyperemia, comforting analgesia 
warmth.
Formula
H ista m in e  D ih y d ro ch lo rid e  
M ethy l N ic o tin a te  
G lyco l M o n o sa licy la te  
C ap sicu m  O leoresin  
T hese  a re  in c o rp o ra te d  in a  b lan d , cosm etically  p leasan t 

vehicle.
H ow  Supplied— T u b es o f  P ric e — Inexpensive  —  5 /6  

O n e  O unce. p er tu b e  to  y o u r  p a tien t.

pain-relieving 
and soothing

0 -1 %  
1 -0 %  

10 -0 %  
0 -1 %
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D oes it do  the  fem ale P h y sio th erap ist and  th e  P h ysio 
therapy  p rofession  any  good  w hen the  m ale  P h y sio th e rap ist 
is u n ab le  to  m ix financially  w ith  m em bers o f  o th e r  b ran ch es 
o f  th e  C ivil Service w ith  a  sim ilar ed u ca tio n a l b a c k g ro u n d  ?

D oes it do  the  fem ale P h y sio th erap ist and  th e  P h ysio 
therapy  p rofession  an y  good  w hen a  m ale  P hysio th erap ist 
is classed as a  C o rp o ra l in H e r  M ajesty ’s F o rces w hile 
his fem ale co lleague h as a  s ta tu s  equ ivalen t to  th a t  o f  an  
Officer in H e r  M a jesty ’s F o rces ?

H o w  m an y  m em bers o f  th e  Society  a re  against th e  increase 
o f  pay and  rise in  s ta tu s  o f  th e ir  m ale  co lleag u e?

I  have  been a  B ran ch  C h a irm an , a  R eg io n a l B o a rd  
R epresen ta tiv e  an d  a  R ep resen ta tiv e  to  th e  W orld  C o n 
fed e ra tio n  fo r  P hysio therapy  fo r th e  C h arte red  Society an d  
I hav e  h ea rd  only  tw o  o f  m y fem ale co lleagues ac tually  
against increases fo r  m ales, a ll th e  rest have  been  w ho le
hearted ly  in fav o u r o f  im p ro v in g  th e  s ta tu s o f  th e  m ale  
Physio therapist.

F inally , regard ing  th e  case o f  th e  w idow ed P h y sio th erap ist 
with a  sm all fam ily  to  su p p o rt. H as  th is case been  honestly  
p re sen ted ?  In  m o st m o d ern  co u n tries  tod ay  a  w idow  o f  
this class is usually  in receip t o f  a  w idow ’s pension  a n d  
ch ild ren ’ allow ances.

Y o u rs fa ith fu lly ,

B e rtra m  M o th  

O ran jez ich t, C a p e  Prov ince.

(N o  com m en t— Suggestions inv ited .— Editor)

BARFORD & JONES
(SURGICAL SUPPLY CO.) 

Makers of:

ARTIFICIAL LIMBS
and

ORTHOPAEDIC APPLIANCES

SURGICAL INSTRUMENT  
REPAIRERS.

PERSONAL ATTENTION GIVEN TO 
ALL CASES. 

52, MOOI STREET 
(Off Main Street) 
JOHANNESBURG.

Phono 2 2 -5 2 3 8  P.O. Box 5 4 8 4 .

The Kuhlmann
CERVICAL TRACTION

Apparatus

When traction to the cervical spine is 
required, it is  “ the Kuhlmann”  every time.

Traction with the Kuhlmann is a simple but effective 
form  o f  therapy. I t is smooth in application and 

well tolerated by patients o f  all age groups. 
Accurate readings in lbs. are obtained

on the dial o f  the manometer.

P rice  com plete  w ith  opera ting  
in s tru c tio n s  £17/10/0 post free.

IH edicdVM nkXou-
now at "C a p e  Y o rk ", 2 5 2  Jeppe Street, Johannesburg 
P.O. Box 3 3 7 8  Telephone 2 3 -8 1 0 6

a n d  a t
2 1 6 -2 1 7  B o s to n  H o u se ,  S t ra n d  S t re e t ,  C a p e  T ow n  

Telephone 3 -4 6 0 8
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