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Abstract

This study focuses on analysing the students’motivation for studying Indonesian as a foreign language at GoBali, a one-
semester international study program at the University of Udayana, particularly investigating the students’motivation
during the course and analysing how the environment influences their learning motivation. This study involved 76
foreign students and 4 instructors in four Indonesian Language classrooms at the program and the data were collected
through survey technique, classroom observation and interview. The results show that the students’ motivation in
learning Bahasa Indonesia is varied and in general is relatively low. However, the environment where they study the
language has actually given an advantage for the learning in which the students become more motivated to learn the
language for their daily lives in Bali, apart from whether it will give further benefits for their future or not.
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I INTRODUCTION

There are many scholars that have addressed the importance of motivation in learning a foreign
language. Zolan Ddérnyei (2008) stated that motivation is indeed one of the determining factors of
second/foreign language learning success. Similarly, Oroujlou & Vahedi (2011) asserted that the
variable postulates primary impulse to commence a language learning and “later the driving force to
sustain the long and often tedious learning process” (p.1). Motivation derives from a Latin word movere
mean “to move”. It concerns the driving force which moves a person to achieve his goal; It is something
that gets somebody going, keeps him working and completes tasks. Motivation gives influence to what,
when and how a person does something. Gardner (2010) explains that when individuals have
motivation, they will make efforts to attain their goal. Accordingly, they will “show persistence, attend
to the tasks that are necessary to achieve the goals, have a strong desire to attain their goal, enjoy the
activities necessary to achieve their goal, are arouse in seeking their goals, have expectancies about their
success and failures.” (in Pineda, 2011: 33). Motivation is, hence, a determining factor of second /
foreign language (Dornyei, 2004: 273).

This study focuses on the students’motivation for studying Indonesian as a foreign language at a
one-semester international study programs named GoBali at the University of Udayana Bali Indonesia.
The university is one of the Indonesia’s leading universities and is the largest and most renowned
university in Bali. It has one of the largest international student communities in Indonesia and of fers
several international study programs where Indonesian language courses are included in all program
tracks. One of them is Go Bali. Located in one of the world most famous tourist destinations, Go Bali
intentionally designs the program in such a way to balance study time and spare time in combination,
that is three study days in campus and four days off. Besides having been successful to attract more and
more foreign students to study there, this design, then, has been bringing about a challenge to the
management and to the lecturers, especially to those who teach Indonesian language: how to motivate
the students to keep studying while they are enjoying holidays in Bali.

In order to solve the above problem, this study was conducted with the aims are to investigate the
students’motivation in learning Indonesian language at GoBali program, The University of Udayana,
and to analyze how the environment influences their learning motivation. The goal is to attain a better
understanding of students’ motivation in Indonesian language acquisition and to learn how
circumstantial factors can support a better learning.

Il MATERIALS AND METHODS

In order to fulfill the research aims established in the Background above, a multiple case study
research design was conducted. It is to describe, analyze and interpret the facts in a study program of a
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higher education. And as this study involved multiple techniques such as interviews, observations, and
surveys, both quantitative and qualitative research methods were applied.

This study involved 76 students and 4 lecturers in 4 Indonesian Language classes. Quantitatively,
the data were collected through a survey to the respondents in which the student respondents filled out
questionnaires provided, and interviews with the teaching staff as well as with the students.
Qualitatively, data collection was carried out through classroom observations along with note-taking
techniques.

Il RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1 STUDENTS MOTIVATION TO LEARN INDONESIAN LANGUAGE IN GOBALI, THE UNIVERSITY
OF UDAYANA BALI

As has been described above, student’s motivation is one of the important factors in a foreign
language learning process and many experts argue that the success of students is very dependent on the
motivation they have. The survey results related to the motivation of foreign students in Indonesian
language classes at Go Bali program in the Indonesian language classes is described as the following.

Why Bali? This is the first question asked to the students in the survey in order to identify their
reasons of coming to Bali. The data analysis shows that 61.1 percent of the student respondents chose
the option of to study and for holiday They explained that they chose Bali as the place to spend their
summer holiday and taking a short course relating to their study is because the island is the best place to
do so for its fame as a world tourist destination. In other words, they came to the island is not merely to
study, but also for vacation and enjoying their holidays abroad As has been described in the introduction
of this article, GoBali program actually designs its program in a way that balances study time and
vacation (the fact is that there are only three compulsory days for the students to come and attend classes
on campus). Hence, it can be understood that those who study in this program, of course, are mostly the
ones who are interested in the study schedule. On the other hand, the analysis data also showed that as
much as 33.3 percent of the respondents has intention only to study and learn about different cultures
and surroundings and 5,5 percent chose the option of other reasons. The percentage is clearly seen inthe
following figure 1

Why Bali

B To study
B For Holiday

To Study and
holiday

Other Reasons

Figure 1. Student SurveyResult

Nowadays, Indonesian government is intensively promoting Indonesian language internationally
and the important roles of foreign students in Indonesia to disseminate Indonesian language to all over
the world is seen to be prospective. For this purpose, Indonesian language course becomes compulsory
for all foreign students who study in Indonesia. From the analysis data, it shows that the above
compulsion, then, had become the primary reason of most respondents (55,5 percent) to include the
subject into their course list. Meanwhile, the second option of to socialize with the locals was chosen by
as much as 38.9 percent of the respondents regarding the reason why they studied Indonesian language,
and only 5,6 percent agreed that by becoming skillful in the language will help them have a better future
career. (Figure 2).

However, apart from the reasons, all of the student respondents (100 percent) actually agreed that,
indeed, the ability to use the language in their communication with the locals would give them an easier
life during their stay in Bali (Figure 3). | agree that Bahasa Indonesia is important while I am in Bali



Environment and the Students’ Motivation in Studying Indonesian as a Foreign Language at GoBali Program, The University of Udayana-Bali | 3

because it will help me to have a better communication with locals, and the good thing is it really helps
us to do a better negotiation in prices when | do shopping. They furthermore commented that this is also
one form of appreciation to their surroundings which will give positive impacts to their comfort and
security in the island, and I think they are happy if we speak their language. Moreover, | believe it is a
form of respect as well.

Reasons of Studying Bahasa
Indonesia

B Cumpaolsary

B to socialize
with the
locals

m for carrier

Figure 2. Reasons of Studying Bahasa Indonesia
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Figure 3. Bahasa Indonesia is Importantwhilein Bali

When it comes to the last question of whether Indonesian language would be useful in supporting
their career, as many as 88.9% of the total student respondents disagreed. They commented that even
though it is good to know the language for themselves as an individual, but in business and many
working places, they do not think that they would need it because English and other languages’ skills are
more important. In contrast, as illustrated in the figure (4) below, there are still some numbers of
respondents (11.1 percent) believe that the skills of the language will give benefits to their lives. They
added that being skillful in foreign languages, whatever they are, in fact, isa good thing and will give
additional values to their journey in achieving the best in their career.
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Figure 4. Bahasa Indonesia will support Students’Carrer
3.2 STUDENTS’ MOTIVATION AND THE ENVIRONMENT

As described in the above sub-chapter, most student respondents stated that they came to Bali with
the purpose of studying while on vacation. For their study, they chose Go Bali international study
program at The University of Udayana because this program offers a learning system that balances their
study and vacation time. The condition gives a special challenge for the lecturers of how to maintain and
raise up the students learning motivation so that the course outcomes can be achieved.

Many researchers agree that learning environment which refers to psychological, social and the
context where the learning occurs actually affects some aspects in the learning itself, including the
students’ learning motivation (Fraser&Fisher, 1982; Ludtke, Robitzsch, Trautwein&Kunter, 2009, in
Ghrehasim, 2011). From the interviews with the student respondents it is found that most of the foreign
students who study Indonesian language in Go Bali program, The University of Udayana are more
motivated to learn Indonesian language, because the knowledge is beneficial for their communication
with the locals during their stay in Indonesia. One of the student respondents commented, Eventhough 1
am not sure whether it will be beneficial for my career, but | think It is still good to be able to speak
Bahasa Indonesia while 1 am in this country in which I can socialize more easily with the locals. It is
also helpful if we want to learn about Indonesian culture, read sign so | won't get lost, hahaha, and
when | do some shopping.

In order to maintain the motivation and raise it up, the lecturers managed their classrooms in such
a way that is flexible to the needs of their foreign students. They commented that they do not rely too
much on teaching Indonesian which must be in accordance with the formal language structure, but rather
teach and introduce terms and vocabulary that would be useful for the students’ daily communications
with the locals. For that, the classes were set up mostly by applying teaching techniques which focus on
communication activities to fulfill their students’ requirements.

There was an interesting comment of a student respondent during the interview session (which was
later agreed by two other respondents) that in fact they did not really agree with the need to be able to
speak Indonesian while they were in Bali because as a tourism area the people who live on this island, of
course, understand and can communicate in English. Frankly we don’t really need to learn it because
everybody we meet seem to understand and can communicate in English.

To respond to the comments the Indonesian language lecturers in an interview session argued that
they were very aware of this condition and responded to it positively. We even direct the lessons in class
to authentic materials, for example by inviting them to do role play activities with a topic Makan di
Warung. In this activity students are introduced to various vocabularies and utterances which will be
very useful when they want to eat and drink in a restaurant. This will increase their vocabularies of
Indonesian food and beverages, and also learn numbers and money in Indonesian. We hope that by the
application of several communicative techniques in a topic like this will make the class become more
attractive and will help to increase my students’ motivation to learn Indonesian because they get
something that they need. We also hope that they will put more respect to our language, the people, this
island and this country even more.
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IV CONCLUSION

From the analysis above it can be concluded that the learning motivation of the students in
Indonesian language classes in Go Bali Program, The University of Udayana- Bali are varied and in
general is relatively low. The purpose of most students coming to Bali and studying at the program is
because this program designs their study which balances their vacation time. This can be understood
because Bali is actually a very famous tourism area in the world and of course the studentsalso want to
enjoy Bali's tourist attraction. Regarding the Indonesian language course, as much as 55.5 percent
respondents stated that they took this course because it was compulsory even though they all realized
that Indonesian was very useful when they were on this island. But unfortunately, most of them (83.3%)
believe that their ability to speak Indonesian will not support their future careers.

Regarding the relationship between the environment where they study and their learning
motivation, this study concludes that there is a close relationship between them. As they have the
Indonesian language class in Bali where people speak Indonesian, they become more motivated to pick
up the knowledge of the language in order to have a better communication with the locals.
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