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A B S T R A C T 

The present study was conducted to monitor the quality of leachate generated  from solid waste landfills 
operated under different mode over a period of 335 days using a bench scale lysimeters. Sixty six kg waste 

sample reflecting the typical municipal solid waste (MSW) streams generated in Al-Diwaniyah city open 

dump was used to fill both sanitary and bioreactor lysimeters  to study the influence of leachate recirculation 

on quality of leachate  in landfills located in semi-arid areas. Leachate quality is frequently monitored in 
terms of pH, electrical conductivity (EC), chemical oxygen demand (COD), chloride, and total Kjeldahl 

nitrogen (TKN). The results show that pH and electrical conductivity  values were clearly fluctuated in the 

rainy season, while in the dry season the values tend to decrease steadily with a close correlation between 

the chloride and electrical conductivity parameters. The study reveals that bioreactor landfill with leachate 

recirculation appears to be the most effective option in the removal of organic matter by 98% removal 

efficiency compared with 58% removal efficiency in a sanitary landfill. The main difference between 

recirculation and non-recirculation options is determined through leachate quality.  

  © 2019 University of Al-Qadisiyah. All rights reserved. 

1. Introduction

The landfill is one of the oldest and most economical means to dispose of 

municipal solid waste MSWs. The area occupies ranges from several acres 

to hundreds[1]. As many management practices were implemented, 

recycling and reuse still lead to some waste that must be buried through 

landfill. However, despite the importance of landfill management, leachate 

disposal generated from landfills were unsatisfactory [2]. According to Nag 

et al. [3],  leachate from landfills represents a potential threat to the 

ecosystem and surrounding population. The main objective of sanitary 

landfills is isolating the waste from the environment so that potential risks 

through a biological, chemical and physical transformation in MSWs could 

be eliminated. In general, the degree of isolation required in industrialized 

countries is more environmentally friendly than in developing countries [4]. 

The upgrading of existing landfill technologies from storage or containment  

a in  sanitary landfills  to a process-based approach is called the “ bioreactor 

landfill “ [5]. Due to the slow degradation of MSWs  in sanitary landfills, 

bioreactors represent a new concept in solid waste management approach. 

Bioreactors are healthy landfills that promote the microbial degradation and 

clarify the use of microbial processes to transform and a stabilize the 

components of biodegradable organic waste in a short period of time by 

leachate recirculation into the waste body, contrary to sanitary landfill 

where the leachate drained out [6]. 

Unlike sanitary landfills, bioreactor landfills are designed to maximize 

water penetration. Bioreactor landfills accelerate biodegradation to stability 

by controlling the moisture content of the waste, recovering food and seed 

microorganisms through the leachate recirculation system [3]. The recovery 

of leachate through landfills helps to reduce the strength of organic matter, 

maintain the moisture content of landfills and reduce toxic substances[7], 

[8]. Infiltration  of rainfall through the final cover is rare and short-lived in 
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simi-arid region.  In a semi-arid environment, 86% to 91% of the rainfall 

precipitate on landfill cover will be evaporated from these unvegetated 

landfill covers [9]. Thus, under semi-arid climatic conditions, the moisture 

content in landfills is limited, as a result, the degradation process is  slow 

and limited. Leachate generation of landfills in the semi-arid region is 

influenced by a distinct dry season of up to 270 days a year,  high 

temperatures , high solar radiation, and short period wet season with 

disappointing rainfall events within a few hours. The practice of 

recirculation  leachate through landfill research was adopted to maintain the 

moisture content in a landfill,  where moisture content is found to be a key 

factor in degradation process [7], [10] and  [11]. Landfills in semi-arid 

climatic areas have not been well studied. The literature contains very 

limited information on the interaction between a dry climate and the quality 

of landfill leachate in different operation modes. In general, field 

investigations of landfills in semi-arid climates should be carried out to 

gather practical and reliable data, particularly leachate quality and 

degradation processes. 

 In this work, Bench scale lysimeters experiments were designed to obtain 

primary information about the major environmental concerns involved in 

MSWs landfill design for sustainable solid waste management in a semi-

arid climate, namely the quality of leachate and decomposition processes 

with a novel strategies in operation sanitary and bioreactor landfills by 

allowed to the leachate to percolate inside the waste body to amends the 

lack in moisture content during long dry seasons and assessment of 

recirculation of leachate in supported the metabolic processes, and 

enhancement degradation process in bioreactor landfill. In this study, the 

quality of leachate from sanitary and bioreactor landfill simulators are 

determined and compared. Leachate quality is investigated by measuring 

pH, Electrical conductivity (EC), chemical oxygen demand (COD), 

chloride (Cl-), and total Kjeldahl nitrogen (TKN). All analyses were passed 

through a 0.45 μm membrane filter then tests according to the relevant 

methods described in the Standard Methods of APHA [12]. The quality 

parameters of leachate were monitored weekly for 335 days during rainy 

and dry seasons from December 2017 to October 2018. 

2. Material and Methodology. 

2.1. Bench Scale Lysimeter Construction 

Two bench scales (BL) lysimeters were installed, the first lysimeter was 

operated as sanitary landfill (BLS), while the second operated as a 

bioreactor landfill with leachate recirculation (BLB).The bench lysimeters 

were made of high density polyethylene HDPE pipe with 40 cm in diameter 

and 70 cm in height, sealed from the top and bottom.The multipurpose vent 

was installed at the top cover in each lysimeter for gas escaping and for 

rainfall simulation addition or leachate recirculation.  

The lysimeters were standing  on a locally manufacturing a platform stand 

made of steel, elevated above the ground level about 40 cm, to collect and 

direct generated leachate to a receiving tank of (20 L), located underneath 

the platform. A layer of compacted clay was provided at the bottom of each 

lysimeter to prevent downward movement of leachate followed by a 

geotextile layer to avoid clogging of drainage pipes holes. Gravel layer was 

applied for leachate filtration and drainage including perforated PVC 

draining pipe with a 25 mm valve equipped with faucet to drain leachate. 

A composite cover consisting of, sand and compacted clay respectively 

were placed over the fresh waste lysimeters to eliminate the emission of 

distasteful odor in the surrounding area. One layer approximately 50 cm, 

equivalent to around 530 kg/m3 compacted  density in both lysimeters. 

Fig.1. provide a photo and schematic diagram of lysimeters.  

a                                           b 

Figure 1: a) Photo of lysimeters; b) Schematic diagram of lysimeters 

2.2. Filling the Lysimeters  

A synthetic municipal solid waste identical to the composition of MSW in 

Al-Diwaniyah open dump was prepared to fill the bench scale lysimeter 

systems according to field survey adopted by [13]. The proposed 

component was manually shredded to a maximum size of 1 cm and buried 

in each lysimeter in one layer. The MSW deposited in lysimeters consists 

of  43%  organic waste, 7.8%papre, 4.6% plastic, 4.8% metals, 5.6%glass, 

5.2% textile, and 29% others wastes, followed by a thin cover layer of sand 

and clay. 

2.3.  Ambient Boundaries and Operation  

      Simi- arid  climate in studying area (Al-Diwaniyah) city consists of the 

prolonged dry season of 7 months (May to September) and wet season with 

rare precipitation events within few hours as seen in Fig. 2. From the 

meteorological point of view, the climate of Al-Diwaniyah can be divided 

into two seasons as follows: Rainy season and dry seasons. The two bench-

scale landfills were constructed outdoor for allowed to a same actually 

environmental condition that landfills will expose,  one of the  bench 

landfill were operated as sanitary landfill BLS, while the other operated as 

bioreactor landfill with  leachate recirculation BLB . The leachate 

recirculation was frequented once a week as the same as sampling 

frequency. The rain simulation was based on the average daily record; the 

addition of water was the same as the actual amount of precipitation that 

infiltrated into the landfill body in the case study. The added water was 

calculated as:  (mean daily rainfall * surface area of the reactor (i.e. 0.125 

m2) as the surface area of the lysimeter was 0.125m2 by assuming that all  

the amount of rainfall percolating through the landfill cover.  

Figure 2: Rainfall Events During Period of the Study 
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3. Results and Discussion  

3.1. pH  

The pH in leachate is considered to be the most significant parameter 

affecting leachate concentration in MSW landfills [14]. pH in the viewpoint 

of [15] was considered  as an indicator of the aggressiveness of leachate, 

where metal dissolution is enhanced at low pH which is one of the 

characteristics of young landfill leachate [16]. Fig. 3. shows the variation 

of pH in relation to the increasing of the elapsed period in BLS and BLB 

landfills. The results show that the initial pH value of BLB samples was 

7.11, pH values decreased later to 6.33 due to acid accumulation because 

of organic matter hydrolysis producing organic acids as end products of 

acidogenesis bacteria metabolism besides the addition of leachate  to the 

lysimeter  causes  a reduction in volatile fatty acid (VFA) concentration 

[14]. The lowest pH value in the BLB was 6.33 on day 49,  pH values 

increased in BLB to 8.49 on day 229 of filling such increasing in pH values 

indicate the onset of methane production phase concurrent with hydrogen, 

carbon dioxide and VFA reduction [17]. 

In BLS the initial pH level was 7.26.  pH values decreased later to 6.31, pH 

reduction can be attributed to the same reasons already mentioned above.  

The lowest pH value in BLS was 6.31 on day 65 of filling. pH values 

increased to 8.33 on day 271. According to [18] in an anaerobic systems 

pH will be less than 6, with high organic content, long acidogenic phase, 

high VFA concentration, and insufficient alkalinity producing a potential 

inhibition to methanogenesis. On the contrary, high pH with low organic 

content, and sufficient alkalinity methanogenesis commenced. 

 

Figure 3: pH Variation in Leachate Samples for BLS and BLB 

Landfills 

3.2. Electrical Conductivity(EC ) 

Electrical conductivity (EC) data were plotted versus days after filling 

to find out the ability of leachate to carry out electrical current based on the 

concentration of ions. Fig. 4. shows the variation of EC in relation to the 

increasing of elapsed period BLS and BLB landfills. In BLB, EC 

concentrations varied between 18 and 27 ms/cm in the first 100 days period 

followed by a slight reduction in heavily raining days.  Steadily values were 

detected in the dry season. In BLS the same trend was noticed with values 

ranging from 15 ms/cm to 17 ms/cm in the first 100 days. EC concentrations 

were higher in BLB lysimeter during an experimental trial due to leachate 

recirculation. EC values were clearly fluctuated in the rainy season, while 

in the dry season the values tend to decrease steadily except  for later days 

and that may be due to high evaporation . Data were obtained coincide with 

the researchers [19] and [20]. 

 

Figure 4: EC Variation in Leachate Samples for BLS and BLB 

Landfills 

3.3.  Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD) 

Organic matter released from the landfill lysimeters reflects landfill 

stabilization indirectly and evaluated by the COD concentration measured 

values [2]. As the overall strength of  leachate  measured by COD [21]. 

Fig. 5. shows the variation of COD in relation to the increasing of the 

elapsed period in (BLS and BLB)landfills . In BLB the results show that 

the highest COD concentration value was observed on day 65 of the filling,  

where it reached 47000 mg/l.  Values began to decrease later on gradually 

reaching a value of 550 mg/l on day 327 of the experiment. COD results in 

BLS differ from its counterpart in the BLB, where results showed that 

rainfall had effected. COD value increased gradually in the rainy season to 

reach its maximum value on day 100 reaching a value of 41200 mg/l. 

Values dropped later till the end of the rainy season to reach to the value of 

23100 mg/l on day 146 , while in the dry season the COD values increased 

to reach 35000 mg/l on day 192 then decreased gradually until the end of 

the experiment to reach 18000 mg/l on day 327.  

Reduction  in COD values in both BLS and BLB is similar but the 

duration of the drop occurred was much shorter in bioreactor than in 

sanitary landfill, this finding coincides with [22]. Maximum reduction 

value in COD after 335 days of landfilling was accounted for BLB(98%) 

while the lowest removal was accounted for  BLS (58%). The enhancement 

reduction value indicates the efficiency of the recirculation technique for 

providing in-situ leachate treatment as well as enhancement of degradation 

of organic matter. 

 

Figure 5 : COD Variation in Leachate Samples for BLS and BLB 

Landfills 
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3.4.  Chloride  

 Chloride in leachate is considered to be a very conservative anion that 

is only attenuated during dilution [14]. Fig. 6. shows the variation of 

chloride concentration in relation to the increasing of the elapsed period in 

BLB and BLS landfills. At the beginning of the landfill operation, chloride 

concentrations were 540 and 560 mg/L for the BLS and BLB, respectively. 

There is no considerable change in chloride concentrations of leachate 

generated from BLS and BLB simulators in the first 75 days of operation. 

After that period when the rainy season was onset, the dilution effects were 

significantly appeared in chloride values in BLS landfill, with a little effect 

on BLB landfill. In BLB landfill no considerable change was noticed during 

the dry season and last measurements were 520 mg/l was detected, while 

the last measurement for chloride in BLS was 190 mg/l. Compared with 

conductivity in Fig. 4. , there is a close correlation between the two 

parameters observed at both lysimeters. 

 

 

Figure 6 : Chloride Variation in Leachate Samples for BLS and BLB 

Landfills 

3.5. Total Kjeldahl  Nitrogen (TKN) 

The TKN is the sum of organic nitrogen (Organic-N) and NH4-N [12]. 

Organic-Nrepresents come from an organic source like amino acids and 

urea, while the NH4-N is representative of inorganic matter. The variation 

in leachate nitrogenous compounds in terms of TKN of entire lysimeters 

operation  are provided in Fig. 7. 

The results reveal that TKN in leachate varied from 965 to 422 and  

from 820 to 398 mg/L, for the leachate collection system BLS and BLB, 

respectively. Here, in general, the higher value of TKN was recorded for 

BLS  against the other landfill type in the rainy season with fluctuation due 

to the dilution effect. In BLB the  values of TKN reduce slowly with regular 

pattern through the rainy season. In dry season TKN was decreased and 

then remain almost constant throughout the experiment for both BLB and 

BLS. At the end of the experiment, TKN concentration is accumulated 

because of the absence of biological nitrification-denitrification process in 

anaerobic condition.  

 

4. Conclusion 

A comparison of the leachate quality from two bench-scale landfill 

lysimeters, operating under different conditions indicates the following 

results: 

 Environmental conditions represented by rainfall had 

significant effects on the performance of the landfill and 

leachate quality. 

 leachate quantity reflects the main difference between the 

recirculated and non-recirculated landfill operations. 

 electrical conductivity and pH values were clearly fluctuated in 

rainy season due to dilution effects, while in the dry season the 

values tend to decrease steadily with a close correlation between 

the chloride and electrical conductivity parameters. 

 Bioreactor landfill with leachate recirculation appears to be the 

most effective option in the removal of organic matter than 

sanitary landfill. 

 

Figure 7: TKN Variation in Leachate Samples for BLS and BLB 

Landfills                     
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