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This study was intended to find out the students’ ability in reading descriptive 

text. Reading skills are considered as an important skill and are uneasy to 

acquire. In this study, there were 40 students of the second year students of 

SMAN 1 Sikur are involved as the subject of this study. The method used in this 

research is a quantitative study. In collecting the data, the writer used a reading 

test. The data were analyzed through basic statistical computation. To find out 

their ability and difficulties in reading descriptive text, the test was used which 

consists of 25 items to students in the form of multiple choice. The test score for 

each item was 0.4 points. The result of data analysis showed that the mean score 

of the second year students of SMAN 1 Sikur in reading the descriptive text was 

fairly good. There were 21 (52.5%) students who were in a high position and 19 
(47.5%) students were in a low position. Although 52.5% of students in a high 

position and 47.5% in a low position, the students’ mean score shows a low 

position, it is 7.2 mean score which classified as fairly good. Therefore, the 

ability of the second year students of SMAN 1 Sikur has not been in a high 

position which is categorized from excellent to good score level. This is caused 

by the lack of reading strategy and vocabulary. The two weaknesses become 

students’ difficulties in reading descriptive text. 
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INTRODUCTION 

English is one of the international languages, which is used as a means of 

communication among people all over the world either in a formal or informal situation. In 

some countries like America, England, and Australia, people speak English as their mother 

tongue. It is different from other countries like Indonesia, India, and the Philippines, people 

use English as a foreign language (Bolton, 2019; Haerazi & Irawan, 2020). Since the English 

language becomes very important in daily lives, the enthusiasm or interest of people in 

learning it drastically increases. The problem face by EFL students is that they are uneasy to 

acquire vocabulary to function in reading English texts (Haerazi & Irawan, 2020b). 

In learning English in Indonesian schools, some skills should be mastered by students. 

Those are speaking, reading, listening, and writing (Haerazi et al., 2019). One of the English 

skills that can improve other skills is reading (Nerim, 2020). According to Troyer et al. (2019) 

reading is a process of understanding a written language or text. From the reading activity, 

students can get information and support their writing, speaking, and listening skills because 

it can acquire vocabulary, grammar, and discourse markers (Rohmah, 2018; Ambarini et al., 

2018). By the reading, the knowledge of the students is gradually increased and it may cause 

other language skills are developed such as listening, speaking, and writing. In addition, the 
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knowledge and experience obtained from reading can make wide intellectual abilities (Aziz et 

al., 2019). Furthermore, reading activity provides the language input, the same as listening. 

This fact shows that the teaching of reading is important to get attention seriously and reading 

is not only looked as a stir to speaking and writing activities should be developed every time. 

In some ELT studies, reading skills are very crucial for students to develop other 

language skills. Unfortunately, English teachers still do not have enough competences to 

choose an appropriate learning strategy to improve students’ reading comprehension (Imran et 

al., 2019). Teaching reading aims to develop the student’s reading skills so that they can read 

more effectively and efficiently. Readers should have a particular purpose in their minds 

before they interact with text (Lail, 2019). According to Williams (1984) and Hidayat (2017), 

the purpose of reading is classified into getting general information from the text; getting 

specific information from a text, and reading for pleasure or interest. The students are 

expected to be able to use the language through reading, listening, speaking, and writing. In 

fact, reading should be handled seriously, because reading is one of the skills, which is very 

important to be developed. 

Nowadays, in order to comprehend the text easily, Indonesian students have to master a 

number of English vocabulary items. Many graduates of SMA/MA do not understand English 

text well. This is caused by the lack of vocabulary items, the lack of knowledge, grammar and 

other language components. Then, to enable them to understand the English text, the teaching 

of vocabulary should be developed. In this case, the teacher is considered as a model, 

moderator, facilitator of knowledge in the teaching-learning process and this matter is 

necessary to develop i.e. English, especially English reading comprehension. Based on the 

phenomenon above, this research is intended to investigate the second-year students’ ability 

of SMAN 1 Sikur in the academic year 2019 in reading descriptive text. 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

Research Design 

Descriptive quantitative research was used in this research. According to Sugiyono 

(2012: 13) descriptive research is, research conducted to determine the value of independent 

variables, either one or more variables (independent) without making comparisons or 

connecting with other variables. 

Population and Sample  

The population of this study is the whole second-year students of SMAN 1 Sikur in the 

academic year 2019/2020. The population is the whole object of research (Arikunto. 2006: 130).  

They are divided into 8 classes, and the total numbers of the students about 311 students. The 

research is only focused on second-grade students in the academic year 2019/2020. The large 

sample has more a mounting possibility to become the representative for its population. 

Despiteful, by large sample, the data become more accurate and more precious. If the 

population was less than 100, it would be better to take all of them as a sample of the study 

and if the population more than 100, it would be better to reduce for 10- 15 % or 20- 25 % or 

more. In this study, the writer takes 13 % of the population as the sample (Arikunto, 2010). 

So the writer took 40 students as the sample of this research. 

Instruments 

The instrument used to collect the data in this study is an ability test. After finishing 

each of the tests, then the research collects and manually. The ability test, which constructed 

in multiple choices, is not so difficult to score for the students are only required to write down 

their answer sheet provides. The total of reading text is 25 questions in the form of multiple 

choices. The test weight for each item is 0.4 points, so the highest students’ score is 9.6-10 

which classified as excellent and the lowest score is 0.0- 3.5 as very poor in the position. 
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Data Analysis 

To obtain the data needed for this particular present study. The writer simply needs to 

ask the student. Firstly, read to the passage in a different topic on two separate time allotment. 

Secondly, the students answer the question concerning the text individually. The samples of 

students result in the impact of this research. To get the actual data from the test held out 

several steps bellow are done accordingly. The students are asked to read the text and answer 

the question based on the texts and the texts are provided into two passages, the total of 

reading text is 25 questions in the form of multiple choices. 

In this research, the writer uses a descriptive method from the objective test or reading 

test to analyze and find out the student's ability. The result of the test tabulated to find out the 

means score by applying the mean computation formulation. The number of student’s in 

various positions includes the score of 9.6-10 is classified as excellent, the 8.6-9.5 is classified 

as very good, the score of 7.6- 8.5 is classified as good, the score of 6.6- 7.5 is classified as 

fairly good, the value of 5.6- 6.5) is classified as fair, the value of 3.6- 5.5 is classified as 

poor, and the score of 0.0- 3.5 is classified as very poor. In this study, the “Fairly good” score 

to very poor levels are classified as low while the term ‘excellent to good score level’ is 

classified as high. 

. 

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION  

Research Findings  

This part deals with the data analysis of students’ ability in reading descriptive text at 

the second-year students of SMAN 1 Sikur, which focused to observe the students’ answers 

and scores. The data analysis in this research was presented by using descriptive analysis. The 

instrument was used in this research is a descriptive text test in the form of multiple choice. 

To get a rather explanation that how the score tabulated into the rate of percentage. The writer 

categorized their score into seven levels. The students’ score after getting the test are 1 

student achieved 25 (10), 7 students got 24 (9.6), 3 students got 23 (9.2), 3 students got 22 

(8.8), 1 student got 21 (8.4), 2 students got 20 (8.0), 4 students got 19 (7.6), 2 students 18 

(7.2), 3 students got 17 (6.8), 2 students got 16 (6.4), 3 students got 15 (6.0), 1 student got 14 

(5.6), 3 students got 13 (5.2), 3 students got 12 (4.8), 1 student got 8 (3.2), and finally 1 

student got 7 (2.8). 

From the score above the percentage of students’ answers in the objective test can be 

shown in the following table. 

Table 2: Rate of the students’ score through an objective test 

No Classification Score Correct 

answer 

Number of 

students 

Percentage 

1 Excellent  9.6-10 24-25 8 20 % 

2 Very good 8.6-9.5 22-23 6 15 % 

3 Good  7.6-8.5 19-21 7 17.5 % 

4 Fairy good 6.6-7.5 17-18 5 12.5 % 

5 Fairy  5.6-6.5 14-16 6 15 % 

6 Poor  3.6-5.5 9-13 6 15 % 

7 Very poor 0.0-3.5 0-8 2 5 % 

Total  40 100% 
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Fairly good to very poor levels score is classified as a low score, excellent to good score 

levels are classified as a high score. Based on Table 2, the students got (9.6- 10) score consist 

of 8 students which are classified as excellent. While students got (8.6- 95) score is 6 students 

that classified as very good, and 7 students got (7.6- 8.5) as a good score. In the other side, the 

students got (6.6- 75) score is 5 students as fairly good, 6 students got (5.6- 6.5) score as fair, 

6 students got (3.6- 5.5) as poor. Finally, there are only 2 students got (0.0- 3.5) score as a 

very poor position. The result shows that the mean score of the students is 7.2 score. So, it 

could be classified as a Fairly Good position. 

Discussion  

In the learning-teaching process, students applied some reading strategies such as 

students to try understanding any individual words to comprehend the meaning of sentences. 

In this situation, the English teacher provides students with a vocabulary list. It is aimed at 

helping students who do not know the meaning of difficult words. To train students to 

comprehend texts, the teacher provided them with familiar texts. This study showed that 

students still have difficulties to catch the comprehension from simple texts. It is because of a 

lack of vocabulary acquisition. It is line with Hanifah and Afidah (2018) who state that the 

serious problems faced by English learners in the reading process are a lack of vocabulary 

acquisition. Because of this, teachers should give students useful strategies to read. 

In this study, the researchers provided some reading texts to see the students’ reading 

comprehension level. The text consisted of three pages with 25 items, while the sample in this 

research was 40 students. So, the total of questions for all students was 1000 items. The 

students were able to answer the question correctly only 723 items, while 277 questions were 

the false answer. It is clear that most of the questions of this testability were answered 

correctly by the second year students of SMAN 1 Sikur in the academic year 2019/2020. 

Based on the result of the research, there were 8 (20%) students in an excellent position, there 

were 6 (15%) students in very good, there were 7 (17.5%) students in a good level, there were 

5 (12.5%) students in fairly good, there were 6 (15%) students in fair, there were 6 (15%) 

students in poor, and there were 2 (5%) students is in very poor. These data showed that most 

students need to provide various genres in order that they can acquire much more vocabulary. 

The teacher needs to involve them in much more reading activities. It is in accordance with 

Hartatik and Lestari (2016) who inform that reading experiences for students are essential to 

improve their reading comprehension. 

Through the result, the writer classified 21 students as high, and 20 students classified 

as low. There are 52.5% of students were able to answer 19 or more questions correctly and 

47.5% could only answer less than 19 questions correctly. If the students could answer 

questions19 or more, they could be classified as high and less than that is in a low position. 

Fairly good to very poor level scores were classified as low, while excellent to a good level 

were classified as high. So, the result indicated that the second-year students of SMAN 1 

Sikur were still in a low position because from the students' mean score obtained 7.2 score 

which is in a fairly good position. The data showed that students still have difficulties to 

identify the main idea of each paragraph. The problems here are that students do not 

understand some sentences of the paragraph because the generic patterns of the text present 

high grammatical patterns. It is in accordance with Khatimah and Rachman (2018) who 

inform that students in reading activities always face problems identifying the textual content 

because of low knowledge of grammatical competences. The lack of grammatical knowledge 

is caused by students’ reading experiences (Indrasari et al., 2018). 

The problem answers of the student were found is most of the questions could answer 

by the students correctly (723 items) than the false one (277 items). This is relevant to the 

data finding that the students’ ability was in a fairly good position. The results of this study 

have not made the second-year students of SMAN 1 Sikur at a high level, because the average 
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of students was 7.2, this rate involved in a low position. The writer found students' difficulties 

in this study. Some students have not known the strategy of reading tests yet. For an instant, 

reading fast or skimming and scanning. This is the weakness of students that made them 

difficult to answer the question. Some students still very poor in vocabulary, it causes them 

did not choose the correct answer in the ability test. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The result of data analysis shows that the mean score of the second year students of 

SMAN 1 Sikur in reading descriptive text is fairly good. There are 21 (52.5%) students who 

were in a high position and 19 (47.5%) students were in a low position. Although 52.5% of 

students in a high position and 47.5% in a low position, the students’ mean score shown as 

low position, it was 7.2 mean score which classified as fairly good. So, the ability of the 

second year students of SMAN 1 Sikur has not been in a high position which is categorized 

from excellent to good score level. This is caused by the lack of reading strategy and 

vocabulary. The two weaknesses become students’ difficulties in reading descriptive text. 

Therefore, the students did not get a maximal score in this investigation. 
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