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Abstract. In this paper, Petrović’s inequality is generalized for h−convex functions, when h is supermul-

tiplicative function. It is noted that the case for h−convex functions does not lead the particular cases for

P−function, Godunova-Levin functions, s−Godunova-Levin functions and s−convex functions due to the

conditions imposed on h. To cover the case, when h is submultiplicative, Petrović’s inequality is generalized

for h−concave functions.

1. Introduction

Let [c, d] be an interval containing (0, 1) and h : [c, d] → R be a non-negative function. A function

f : [a, b]→ R is said to be an h−convex, if f is non-negative and for all x, y ∈ [a, b], α ∈ (0, 1), one has

f(αx+ (1− α)y) ≤ h(α)f(x) + h(1− α)f(y). (1.1)
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If above inequality is reversed, then f is said to be h-concave.

The h−convex function was introduced by S. Varošanec in [1]. The important thing about these function

is that it generalized many other generalization of convex function like s−convex functions, Godunova-Levin

functions, s−Godunova-Levin functions and P−functions given in [1–3].

Remark 1.1. Particular value of h in inequality (1.1) gives us the following results:

i. h(α) = α gives the convex functions.

ii. h(α) = 1 gives the P−functions.

iii. h(α) = αs and α ∈ (0, 1) gives the s−convex functions of second sense.

iv. h(α) = 1
α and α ∈ (0, 1) gives the Godunova-Levin functions.

v. h(α) = 1
αs and α ∈ (0, 1) gives the s−Godunova-Levin functions of second sense.

In case of h−concavity, following results are valid:

vi. h(α) = 1 gives the reverse P−functions.

vii. h(α) = αs and α ∈ (0, 1) gives the s−concave functions of second sense.

viii. h(α) = 1
α gives the reverse Godunova-Levin functions.

ix. h(α) = 1
αs gives the reverse s−Godunova-Levin functions of second sense.

In [6] (also see [7, p. 154]), M. Petrović proved the following result, which is known as Petrović’s inequality

in the literature.

Theorem 1.1. Suppose that (x1, ..., xn) and (p1, ..., pn) be non-negative n-tuples such that
∑n
k=1 pkxk ≥ xi

for i = 1, ..., n and
∑n
k=1 pkxk ∈ [0, a]. If f is a convex function on [0, a], then the inequality

n∑
k=1

pkf(xk) ≤ f

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk

)
+

(
n∑
k=1

pk − 1

)
f(0) (1.2)

is valid.

In recent years, h−Convex functions are considered in literature by many researchers and mathematicians,

for example, see [1,3,5,8,9] and references there in. Many authors worked on Petrović’s inequality by giving

results related to it, for example see [6, 10–12] and it has been generalized for m−convex functions by M.

Bakula et.al. in [13]. In [14], Petrović’s inequality was generalized on coordinates by using the definition of

convex functions on coordinates.

In this paper, Petrović’s inequality is generalized for h−convex functions, in the case, when h is supermul-

tiplicative function. In case, when h is submultiplicative, Petrović’s inequality is generalized for h−concave

functions. Also the results has been generalized on coordinates in the plane.
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2. Generalized Petrović’s inequality for h-convex function

A function h : [c, d]→ R is said to be a submultiplicative function if

h(xy) ≤ h(x)h(y), (2.1)

for all x, y ∈ [c, d]. If the above inequality is reversed, then h is said to be supermultiplicative function. If

equality holds in the above inequality, then h is said to be multiplicative function.

Here we state important lemma, which is very helpful in proving Petrović’s inequality for h−convex

functions. This lemma is generalization of result given in [7, Page 152].

Lemma 2.1. Suppose that (x1, ..., xn) and (p1, ..., pn) be two non-negative n-tuples such that
∑n
k=1 pkxk ≥

xi > c for i = 1, ..., n, c ∈ [0, a] and
∑n
k=1 pkxk ∈ [0, a]. Also let h : [0, a] → R be a positive function and

f : [0, a]→ R be a function. If f(x)
h(x−c) is increasing for x > c on [0, a], then

n∑
k=1

pkf(xk) ≤

n∑
k=1

pkh(xk − c)

h

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk − c
)f ( n∑

k=1

pkxk

)
. (2.2)

Proof. Since
∑n
k=1 pkxk ≥ xj > c for all j = 1, ..., n and f(x)

h(x−c) is increasing on [0, a],

f

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk

)
h

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk − c
) ≥ f(xj)

h(xj − c)
,

that is,

h

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk − c

)
f(xj) ≤ h(xj − c)f

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk

)
.

Multiplying above inequality by pj and taking sum for j = 1, ..., n, one has

h

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk − c

)
n∑
j=1

pjf(xj) ≤
n∑
j=1

pjh(xj − c)f

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk

)
.

This is equivalent to the required result. �

The following theorem consists of the result for generalized Petrović’s inequality for h−convex functions.

Theorem 2.1. Let (x1, ..., xn) be non-negative n-tuples and (p1, ..., pn) be positive n-tuples such that

n∑
k=1

pkxk ∈ [0, a] and

n∑
k=1

pkxk ≥ xj ≥ c for j = 1, ..., n and c ∈ [0, a]. (2.3)

Also let h : [0, a]→ R+ be a supermultiplicative function such that

h(α) + h(1− α) ≤ 1, for all α ∈ (0, 1). (2.4)

If f : [0, a]→ R be an h−convex function on [0, a], then
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n∑
j=1

pjf(xj) ≤

n∑
j=1

pjh(xj − c)

h

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk − c
)f ( n∑

k=1

pkxk

)

+

 n∑
j=1

pj −

n∑
j=1

pjh(xj − c)

h

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk − c
)
 f(c).

(2.5)

Proof. Suppose f is h−convex and

Ph(x) =
f(x)− f(c)

h(x− c)
.

We take y > x > c and x = αy + (1− α)c, then

Ph(x) =
f(αy + (1− α)c)− f(c)

h(αy + (1− α)c− c)
≤ h(α)f(y) + [h(1− α)− 1] f(c)

h(α(y − c))
.

Using the fact that h is supermultiplicative, one has

Ph(x) ≤ h(α)f(y) + [h(1− α)− 1] f(c)

h(α)h(y − c))

Since h(1− α)− 1 ≤ −h(α), this implies

Ph(x) ≤ f(y)

h(y − c)
− f(c)

h(y − c)
= Ph(y).

As we have proved if f is h−convex, then f(x)−f(c)
h(x−c) is increasing for x > c so substituting f(x) by f(x)−f(c)

in Lemma 2.1, one has

n∑
j=1

pj (f(xj)− f(c)) ≤

n∑
j=1

pjh(xj − c)

h

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk − c
) [f ( n∑

k=1

pkxk

)
− f(c)

]
.

The above inequality leads to the required result. �

The following theorem is a simple consequence of the above theorem just by taking c = 0. It can be

considered as Petrović’s inequality for h−convex functions.

Theorem 2.2. Let the conditions given in Theorem 2.1 are valid. If f : [0, a]→ R be an h−convex function

on [0, a], then

n∑
j=1

pjf(xj) ≤

n∑
j=1

pjh(xj)

h

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk

)f ( n∑
k=1

pkxk

)
+

 n∑
j=1

pj −

n∑
j=1

pjh(xj)

h

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk

)
f(0). (2.6)

From Theorem 2.1, one can get a generalization of Petrović’s inequality.
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Theorem 2.3. Suppose that (x1, ..., xn) and (p1, ..., pn) be two non-negative n-tuples such that
∑n
k=1 pkxk ≥

xi > c for i = 1, ..., n, c ∈ [0, a] and
∑n
k=1 pkxk ∈ [0, a]. If f : [0, a]→ R be a convex function on [0, a], then

n∑
j=1

pjf(xj) ≤

n∑
j=1

pj(xj − c)(
n∑
k=1

pkxk − c
)f ( n∑

k=1

pkxk

)
+

 n∑
j=1

pj −

n∑
j=1

pj(xj − c)(
n∑
k=1

pkxk − c
)
f(c). (2.7)

Proof. Let us consider h(x) = x, then clearly h is supermultiplicative and condition (2.4) is valid. Taking

this value of h in Theorem 2.1 leads us to required result. �

Remark 2.1. Taking h(x) = x in Theorem 2.2 or c = 0 in Theorem 2.3 leads to Theorem 1.1.

3. Generalized Petrović’s inequality for h-concave function

In the previous section, one can see that the condition on function h given in (2.4) restrict us to give

Petrović’s type inequalities for particular cases of h−convex functions given in Remark 1.1. If we consider

reverse inequality in (2.4), then it covers those particular cases but instead of h−convex function, we have

h−concave function.

Lemma 3.1. Suppose that (x1, ..., xn) and (p1, ..., pn) be two non-negative n-tuples such that
∑n
k=1 pkxk ≥ xi

for i = 1, ..., n and
∑n
k=1 pkxk ∈ [0, a]. Also let h : [0, a] → R be a positive function and f : [0, a] → R be a

function. If f(x)
h(x−c) is decreasing for x > c on [0, a], then reverse of inequality (2.2) is valid.

Proof. The proof is similar to the Lemma 2.1. �

In the following theorem, reverse of (2.5) has been concluded. The notable thing is the requirements of

submultiplicity and reverse of (2.4) for function h along with h-concavity of the function f .

Theorem 3.1. Let (x1, ..., xn) be non-negative n-tuples and (p1, ..., pn) be positive n-tuples and the conditions

given in (2.3) are valid. Also let h : [0, a]→ R+ be a submultiplicative function such that

h(α) + h(1− α) ≥ 1, for all α ∈ (0, 1). (3.1)

If f : [0, a]→ R be an h−concave function on [0, a], then reverse of (2.5) is valied, that is,

n∑
j=1

pjf(xj) ≥

n∑
j=1

pjh(xj − c)

h

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk − c
)f ( n∑

k=1

pkxk

)

+

 n∑
j=1

pj −

n∑
j=1

pjh(xj − c)

h

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk − c
)
 f(c).

(3.2)
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Proof. First we will prove that f(x)−f(c)
h(x−c) is decreasing for x > c when f is h−concave function. For this

purpose consider

Ph(x) =
f(x)− f(c)

h(x− c)
.

We take y > x > c and x = αy + (1− α)c, then

Ph(x) =
f(αy + (1− α)c)− f(c)

h(αy + (1− α)c− c)
≥ h(α)f(y) + [h(1− α)− 1] f(c)

h(α(y − c))
.

Using the fact that h is submultiplicative, so we have

Ph(x) ≥ h(α)f(y) + [h(1− α)− 1] f(c)

h(α)h(y − c))

Since h(1− α)− 1 ≥ −h(α), this implies

Ph(x) ≥ f(y)

h(y − c)
− f(c)

h(y − c)
= Ph(y).

This proves that f(x)−f(c)
h(x−c) is decreasing in [0, a] for x > c. Now substituting f(x) by f(x)− f(c) in Lemma

3.1 give us the required result.

�

In the following theorem, we give Petrović’s inequality for h−concave functions. It is simple consequence

of the previous theorem by just taking c = 0.

Theorem 3.2. Let the conditions given in Theorem 3.1 are valid. If f : [0, a]→ R be an h−concave function

on [0, a], then the reverse of (2.6) is valid.

In the following theorem, we give the generalized Petrović’s inequality for concave functions.

Theorem 3.3. Suppose that (x1, ..., xn) and (p1, ..., pn) be two non-negative n-tuples such that
∑n
k=1 pkxk ≥

xi > c for i = 1, ..., n, c ∈ [0, a] and
∑n
k=1 pkxk ∈ [0, a]. If f : [0, a]→ R be concave function on [0, a], then

the reverse of (2.7) is valid.

Proof. If we take h(x) = x in (3.2), we get the required result. �

Remark 3.1. By Taking h(x) = x in Theorem 3.2 or c = 0 in Theorem 3.3, one can get the reverse of

inequality (1.2) in the case when f is concave function.

In the following theorem, we give the Petrović’s type inequality for reverse P−functions.

Theorem 3.4. Suppose that (x1, ..., xn) and (p1, ..., pn) be two non-negative n-tuples such that
∑n
k=1 pkxk ≥

xi for i = 1, ..., n and
∑n
k=1 pkxk ∈ [0, a]. If f : [0, a]→ R be a reverse P−function on [0, a], then

n∑
j=1

pjf(xj) ≥
n∑
j=1

pjf

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk

)
(3.3)
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Proof. If we take h(x) = 1, then it fulfils the condition of Theorem 3.1 and follows the required result. �

In the following theorem, we give the generalized Petrović’s type inequality for reverse Godunova-Levin

functions.

Theorem 3.5. Suppose that (x1, ..., xn) and (p1, ..., pn) be two non-negative n-tuples such that
∑n
k=1 pkxk ≥

xi > c for i = 1, ..., n, c ∈ [0, a] and
∑n
k=1 pkxk ∈ [0, a]. If f : [0, a] → R be a reverse Godunova-Levin

function on [0, a], then

n∑
j=1

pjf(xj) ≥

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk − c

)
n∑
j=1

pj
xj − c

f

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk

)

+

 n∑
j=1

pj −

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk − c

)
n∑
j=1

pj
xj − c

 f(c).

(3.4)

Proof. Consider h(x) = 1
x , then

h(α) + h(1− α) =
1

α
+

1

1− α
> 1 for all α ∈ (0, 1).

Using above value of h in Theorem 3.1 gives the required result. �

The following theorem is a simple consequence of the previous theorem. It is worth stating as Petrović’s

type inequality for reverse Godunova-Levin functions.

Theorem 3.6. Let the conditions given in Theorem 3.1 are valid. If f : [0, a]→ R be a reverse Godunova-

Levin function on [0, a], then

n∑
j=1

pjf(xj) ≥

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk

)
n∑
j=1

pj
xj
f

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk

)

+

 n∑
j=1

pj −

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk

)
n∑
j=1

pj
xj

 f(0).

(3.5)

Proof. Putting c = 0 in Theorem 3.6 leads to required result. �

Before giving two important theorems, let us consider

H(h) = h(α) + h(1− α)− 1, α ∈ (0, 1),

then for different values of h, that is, for αs and 1
αs , we take

g1(α) := H(αs) = αs + (1− α)s − 1

and

g2(α) := H

(
1

αs

)
=

1

αs
+

1

(1− α)s
− 1, where s ∈ (0, 1).
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Figure 1. Graph of g1 at different value of s. One can see that g1 is positive for α ∈ (0, 1)

and at different value of s. The line at bottom is at s = 1, the next curve is for s = 1
2 and

so on.

Figure 2. Graph of g2 at different value of s. One can see that g2 is positive for α ∈ (0, 1)

and at different value of s. The curve at top is at s = 1, the below one is for s = 1
2 and so

on.

From Figures 1 and 2, one can see that g1 and g2 are positive, therefore h(α) = αs and h(α) = 1
αs for

α, s ∈ (0, 1) satisfied the conditions of Theorem 3.1, but these functions does not satisfy the conditions of

Theorem 2.1. Hence the above two particular values of h in Theorem 3.1 leads us the following two theorems.

Theorem 3.7. Suppose that (x1, ..., xn) and (p1, ..., pn) be two non-negative n-tuples such that
∑n
k=1 pkxk ≥

xi > c for i = 1, ..., n, c ∈ [0, a] and
∑n
k=1 pkxk ∈ [0, a]. If f : [0, a] → R be a reverse s-Godunova-Levin
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function on [0, a]. Then

n∑
j=1

pjf(xj) ≥

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk − c

)s n∑
j=1

pj
(xj − c)s

f

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk

)

+

 n∑
j=1

pj −

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk − c

)s n∑
j=1

pj
(xj − c)s

 f(c).

(3.6)

Theorem 3.8. Suppose that (x1, ..., xn) and (p1, ..., pn) be two non-negative n-tuples such that
∑n
k=1 pkxk ≥

xi > c for i = 1, ..., n, c ∈ [0, a] and
∑n
k=1 pkxk ∈ [0, a]. If f : [0, a] → R be a s-concave function on [0, a],

then
n∑
j=1

pjf(xj) ≥

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk − c

)s n∑
j=1

pj
(xj − c)s

f

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk

)

+

 n∑
j=1

pj −

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk − c

)s n∑
j=1

pj
(xj − c)s

 f(c).

(3.7)

If we take c = 0, then we have following Petrović’s type inequalities.

Theorem 3.9. Let the conditions given in Theorem 1.1 are valid. If f : [0, a]→ R be a reverse s-Godunova-

Levin function on [0, a], then

n∑
j=1

pjf(xj) ≥

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk

)s n∑
j=1

pj
(xj)s

f

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk

)

+

 n∑
j=1

pj −

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk

)s n∑
j=1

pj
(xj)s

 f(c).

(3.8)

Theorem 3.10. Let the conditions given in Theorem 1.1 are valid. If f : [0, a]→ R be a s-concave function

on [0, a], then
n∑
j=1

pjf(xj) ≥

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk

)s n∑
j=1

pj
(xj)s

f

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk

)

+

 n∑
j=1

pj −

(
n∑
k=1

pkxk

)s n∑
j=1

pj
(xj)s

 f(0).

(3.9)

Proof. Put c = 0 in Theorem 3.8, one has the required result. �

4. Concluding remarks

This paper generalized the Petrović’s inequality for h−convex (h−concave) functions. It has been noted

that under certain conditions on h, Theorem 2.1 provide the generalization of Petrović’s inequality for

h−convex functions, but this generally does not leads to Godunova-Levin functions, P−functions, s−Godunova-

Levin functions and s−convex functions. Theorem 3.1 give the Petrović’s inequality for h−concave under

certain condition on h. Interesting, it give reverse of those particular cases for which Theorem 2.1 fails.
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It is an open problem to find such generalization of Petrović’s inequality for h−convex functions with

some suitable conditions on h, which lead to all particular cases of h−convex functions specially mentioned

in Remark 1.1.
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