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Abstract: Drying is the process of removing the moisture in the product up to certain threshold value 
by evaporation. In this way, the product can be stored for a long period, since the activities of the 
microorganisms, enzymes or ferments in the material are suppressed via drying.Spinach leaves 
(Spinacia oleracea) were dried using two different methods: hot air and microware drying. The aim of 
this study was to determine the effects of the microwave output power on drying time, moisture 
content, moisture ratio and the dried product quality in terms of chlorophyll content. 10 g of leaf 
samples were dried in an oven at 1000C to asses their initial moisture content. Six different microwave 
output powers (120, 280, 340, 460, 600 and 700 W) were investigated in drying experiments at 
constant sample loading. Microwave drying period lasted between 3 and 10 minutes.  Increasing the 
microwave output power resulted in a considerable decrease in drying time. The content of 
chlorophylls was colorimetrically determined by measuring absorbance in the absorbance maximum 
for these pigments. The chlorophylls were extracted using acetone which was proven to be one of the 
most efficient solvents. Results showed that the optimum microwave power for drying in terms of 
chlorophyll content is 340W. 
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1. Introduction 
 
Spinach (Spinacia oleracea L.) is a cool 
season annual vegetable. Leaf vegetables, 
including spinach, compose an important 
group of plant foods. Spinach has a high 
content of vitamins, carotenoids, 
chlorophylls, organic acids and alkaline 
mineral constituents as well as antioxidants 
[1, 2]. 
It is a popular vegetable that is eaten raw, 
boiled or baked into various dishes. 
Spinach is low in calories and is a good 
source of ascorbic acid [3].  Spinach is a 
vegetable which rapidly perishes after 

harvest and which is consumed only in the 
product season. Drying is the one of the 
storage methods, which has the capability 
of extending the consumption period of 
spinach, yet maintaining its vitamin 
content. 
Drying is one of the oldest methods of 
food preservation and represents a very 
important aspect of food processing. Food 
drying is a traditional method of food 
preservation which is also used for the 
production of special foods and food 
ingredients [4].  
Drying not only affects the water content 
of the product, but also alters other 
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physical, biological and chemical 
properties such as enzymatic activity, 
microbial spoilage, viscosity, hardness, 
aroma, flavor and palatability of foods [5].  
Natural drying (drying in the shade) and 
hot air drying are still most widely used 
methods to produce dried foodstuffs. 
Natural drying has many disadvantages 
due to the inability to handle the large 
quantities and to achieve consistent quality 
standards [6].  
Hot-air drying leads to serious injuries 
such as the worsening of the taste, 
nutritional content and color of the 
product, decline in the water absorbance 
capacity, density and shifting of the solutes 
from the internal part of the drying 
material to the surface, due to the long 
drying period and high temperature [7-12]. 
Compared to hot air drying, microwave 
energy applications in the drying of 
vegetables have several advantages 

including the shortening of drying time, a 
homogenous energy distribution on the 
material and formation of suitable dry 
product characteristics due to the increase 
in temperature in the centre of the material. 
Among the other benefits of using 
microwave drying are inhibition of high 
surface temperatures, continuation of the 
product respiration, lowered product 
temperatures when combined with vacuum 
drying, reduction in the loss of water-
soluble components and energy savings 
[13].  
The aim of this study was to determine the 
microwave drying characteristics of 
spinach and to compare hot-air drying to 
microwave drying which reduces drying 
time considerably.  
Also the effect of these drying techniques 
on the chlorophyll content of spinach was 
determined.  

 
 
2. Experimental 
 

 
 
 

2.1. Materials 
Fresh spinach leaves were purchased from 
the local market. They were washed and 
stored at 40C in refrigerator for about one 
day for equilibration of moisture. Before 
drying experiments, the samples were 
taken out of the refrigerator and leaves 
were separated from stems and then 
weighed.  
2.2. Methods 
2.2.1. Microwave drying 
A programmable domestic microwave 
oven with maximum output of 700W was 
used in the drying experiments. The oven 
was operated at microwave output powers 
of 120, 280, 340, 460, 600 and 700 W. 
Five grams of spinach leaves were spread 
evenly on a glass microwave oven plate 
and processed until the leaves were 
completely dried. The mass of the samples 

was measured every 1 minute during the 
drying procedure using a digital balance.  
The following common semi-empirical 
equations (Eq. (1) and (2)) was used to 
describe the thin layer drying kinetics of 
spinach leaves [14, 15], where MR is the 
moisture ratio and DR is drying rate; Mt is 
the moisture content at a specific time (g 
water·g dry base-1); Me is the equilibrium 
moisture content was assumed to be zero 
for microwave drying; M0 is the initial 
moisture content (g water·g dry base-1); 
Mt+dt is the moisture content at t+dt (g 
water·g dry base-1) and t is drying time 
(minutes). The equilibrium moisture 
content (Me) was assumed to be zero for 
microwave drying [16, 23]. 

ܴܯ                  = ெିெ
ெబିெ

                   (1) 

ܴܦ                 =
ெ(శ)ିெ

ௗ
               (2) 
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2.2.2. Quantification of photosynthetic 
pigments 
Pigments were extracted from the dried 
materials using acetone, as extraction 
solvent. The ratio dried material: solvent 
was of 1:10. Quantification of 

photosynthetic pigments was performed on 
a ThermoSpectronic Genesys 20. The 
corrected equations for the quantitative 
evaluation of chlorophyll a and b in 
acetone were used as previously 
determined in other studies [17, 26, 30]. 

 

3. Results and Discussion 
 
The moisture content versus time curves 
for microwave drying of spinach leaves as 
influenced by microwave output power are 
shown in Figure 1.  

 
Figure 1. Drying curves of spinach leaves under 

various microwave output powers 
 
The time required from the lowering of 
moisture content of spinach levels to 0,1 
level varied between 3 and 11 minutes 
depending on the microwave power level.  
As the microwave output power was 
increased, the drying time of leaves was 
significantly reduced. Similar findings 
were reported by several authors [18-21]. 
By working at 700W instead of 120W, the 
drying time is shortened by 75%. The 
drying rate was calculated as the quantity 
of moisture removed per unit time, per dry 
matter. The drying rate curves for spinach 
dried at different microwave output powers 
are given in Figure 2. The moisture content 
of the material was very high during the 
initial phase of the drying which resulted 
in a higher absorption of microwave power 
and higher drying rates due to the higher 
moisture diffusion. As the drying 
progressed, the loss of moisture in the 
product caused a decrease in the absorption 

of microwave power and resulted in a fall 
in the drying rate. Higher drying rates were 
obtained at higher microwave output 
powers. Thus, the microwave output power 
had a crucial effect on the drying rate. 
Similar findings were reported in previous 
studies [16, 21, 22]. 

 
Figure 2. Drying rate curves for spinach leaves 

under various microwave output powers  
 
The drying rate decreased continuously 
throughout the drying period. It is obvious 
from Figure 2 that the constant rate period 
was absent; all drying process of spinach 
took place in falling rate period. These 
results are in good agreement as compared 
to the earlier studies of various vegetables 
[23-25]. 
Figure 3 shows the moisture ratio versus 
the drying time through the semi-empirical  
equations (1).  

 
Figure 3. Moisture ration versus time curves for 
spinach leaves under various microwave output 

powers 
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Ultraviolet-visible spectroscopy was used 
for the quantification of photosynthetic 
pigments from dried material depending on 
the microwave output power.  
Figure 4 shows the dependence between 
the microwave output power and the 
content of chlorophylls of the dried 
material. The highest concentration of 
chlorophylls is obtained for the samples 
dried at 336W.  
Results showed that a prolonged 
application of microwave radiation 
determined a decrease in chlorophyll 
content. Also the content of chlorophylls is 
also diminished when a high microwave 
radiation is applied to samples.  

 
Figure 4. Chlorophyll content dried spinach 

leaves under various microwave output powers 
 
The values for chlorophyll content in the 
samples dried using microwave radiation 
varied from 3,75mg/g dried material.  
The chlorophyll content in the samples 
dried using hot-air was 2,48mg/g dried 
material. This value can be explained by 
the fact that photosynthetic pigments are 
highly susceptible to degradation during 
thermal treatment. The hot-air drying of 
spinach involved a 2 hours thermal 
treatment which determined a much 
pronounced degradation of chlorophylls. 
 
4. Conclusion  
 
Microwave drying techniques can greatly 
reduce the drying time of biological materials 
without quality degradation [13, 16, 21, 27-
29]. 
Compared with hot-air drying microwave 
drying offers opportunities as energy saving, 

precise process control, uniform energy and 
high thermal conductivity to the inner sides of 
the material, space utilization, sanitation, and 
high quality of the finish product. It also 
reduces the drying time and prevents food 
from decomposing [31, 32]. 
In the present study the microwave drying 
period of spinach varied from 3 to 10 minutes 
depending on the microwave powers. Drying 
time decreased considerably with increased 
microwave output power. Therefore 
microwave output power had a crucial effect 
on the drying rate.  
The chlorophyll contents varied from 3,76  to 
5,84mg/g dried material. The highest value 
was obtained for the sample dried at 340W. 
Also the lowest values for chlorophyll content, 
2,48mg/g dried material, was obtained for hot-
air dried material.  
As an overall conclusion, compared to hot-air 
drying, the use of microwave rays in the drying 
of products has become widespread because it 
minimizes the decline in quality and provides a 
reduced drying time.  
 
5. References 
 
[1] JAWORSKA G., KMIECIK W., 
MACIEJASZEK I., Comparison of the quality of 
canned spinach (Spinacia oleracea L.) and New 
Zealand spinach (Tetragonia 
expansa Murr). Electronic Journal of Polish 
Agricultural Universities (EJPAU) Food Science 
and Technology, 4(2), (2001). 
[2] LISIEWSKA Z., GĘBCZYŃSKI P., 
BERNAŚ E., KMIECIK W., Retention of mineral 
constituents in frozen leaf vegetables prepared for 
consumption, Journal of Food Composition and 
Analysis, 22, 218–223, (2009). 
[3] TOLEDO M.E.A., UEDA Y., IMAHORI Y., 
AYAKI M., L-ascorbic acid metabolism in spinach 
(Spinacia oleracea L.) during postharvest storage in 
light and dark. Postharvest Biology and 
Technology, 28, 47–57, (2003). 
[4] MAROULIS Z.B., SARAVACOS G.D., Food 
process design (1st Ed.). New York, USA: Marcel 
Dekker, 243–244, (2003). 
[5] BARBOSA-CANOVAS G.V., VEGA-
MERCADO H. Dehydration of foods, 1st Ed., New 
York, United States of America, 29, (1996). 
[6] SOYSAL Y., OZTEKIN S., Comparison of 
seven equilibrium moisture content equations for 
some medicinal and aromatic plants, Journal of 

C
hl

or
op

hy
lls

 
co

nc
en

tra
tio

n 
(m

g/
g 

)

0

1
2

3

4

5
6

7

120W 280W 336W 462W 595W

Microwave output power



Food and Environment Safety - Journal of Faculty of Food Engineering, Ştefan cel Mare University - Suceava 
Volume XIII, Issue 1 – 2014 

 
 

 
Ramona Mihaela ZAVADA, Ana-Maria ROŞU, Neculai Doru MIRON, Gheorghe SURPATEANU, Ileana Denisa 
NISTOR, Influence of microwave drying on the content of photosynthetic pigments in spinach, Issue 1 - 2014, pag. 55 – 59 

59 
 

Agricultural Engineering Research, 78(1), 57–63, 
(2001). 
[7] BOURAOUT M., RICHARD R., DURANCE 
T., Microwave and convective drying of potato 
slides. Journal of Food Process Engineering, 17, 
353–363, (1994). 
[8] DROUZAS A.E., TSAMI E., SARAVACOS 
G.D., Microwave/vacuum drying of model fruit 
gels. Journal of Food Engineering, 39(2), 117–122, 
(1999). 
[9] FENG, H., & TANG, J. Microwave finish 
drying of diced apple slices in a spouted bed. 
Journal of Food Science, 63(4), 679–683, (1998). 
[10] LIN T. M., DURANCE T. D., SEAMAN 
C.H., Characterization of vacuum microwave air 
and freeze dried carrot slices. Food Research 
International, 4, 111–117, (1998). 
[11] MASKAN M., Drying, shrinkage and 
rehydration characteristics of kiwifruits during hot 
air and microwave drying. Journal of Food 
Engineering, 48(2), 177–182, (2001). 
[12] YONGSAWATDIGUL J., GUNASEKARAN 
S., Microwave-vacuum drying of cranberries: Part 
II. Quality evaluation., Journal of Food Processing 
and Preservation, 20, 145–156, (1996). 
[13] TORRINGA E., ESVELD E., SCHEEWE I., 
VAN DEN BERG R., BARTELS P., Osmotic 
dehydration as a pre-treatment before combined 
microwave-hot-air drying of mushrooms. Journal of 
Food Engineering, 49, 185–191, (2001). 
[14] SHARMA G.P., PRASAD S., Drying of 
garlic (Allium sativum) cloves by microwave-hot 
air combination. Journal of Food Engineering, 50, 
99–105, (2001). 
[15] SOYSAL Y., Microwave drying 
characteristics of parsley. Biosystems Engineering, 
89(2), 167–173, (2004). 
[16] MASKAN M., Microwave/air and microwave 
finish drying of banana. Journal of Food 
Engineering, 44, 71–78, (2000). 
[17] PORRA R.J., The chequered history of the 
development and use of simultaneous equations for 
the accurate determination of clorophylls a and b. 
Photosynthesis Research, 73, 149-155, (2002). 
[18] AL-DURI B., MCINTYRE S., Comparison of 
drying kinetics of foods using a fan-assisted 
convection oven. Journal of Food Engineering, 15, 
139–155, (1992). 
[19] PRABHANJAN D.G., RAMASWAMY H.S., 
RAGHAVAN G.S.V., Microwave assisted 
convective air drying of thin layer carrots. Journal 
of Food Engineering, 25, 283–293, (1995). 
[20] DROUZAS A.E., SCHUBERT H., 
Microwave application in vacuum drying of fruits. 
Journal of Food Engineering, 28, 203–209, (1996). 
[21] FUNEBO T., OHLSSON T., Microwave-
assisted air dehydration of apple and mushroom. 

Journal of Food Engineering, 38(3), 353–367, 
(1998). 
[22] SHARMA G.P., PRASAD S., Drying of 
garlic (Allium sativum) cloves by microwave-hot 
air combination. Journal of Food Engineering, 50, 
99–105, (2001). 
[23] AKPINAR E. K., Mathematical modelling of 
thin layer drying process under open sun of some 
aromatic plants. Journal of Food Engineering, 77, 
864–870, (2006). 
[24] BIMBENET J. J., DAUDIN J. D., WOLFF E., 
Air drying kinetics of biological particles, In 
Proceedings of the fourth international drying 
symposium, Kyoto, Japan, 249–256, (1984). 
[25] SENADEERA W., BHANDARI B.R. 
YOUNG G., WIJESINGHE B., Influence of shapes 
of selected materials on drying kinetics during 
fluidized bed drying. Journal of Food Engineering, 
58, 277–283, (2003). 
[26] ROSU A.M., NISTOR I.D., MIRON N.D., 
POPA M.I., COJOCARU R.M., Ultrasound-
assisted extraction of photosynthetic pigments from 
dried dill (Anethum Graveolens). Food and 
Environment Safety – Journal of Faculty of Food 
Engineering, Stefan cel Mare University – Suceava, 
Volume XI, Issue 4, 5-9, (2012). 
[27] REN G., CHEN F., Drying of American 
ginseng (Panax quinquefolium) roots by 
microwave–hot air combination. Journal of Food 
Engineering, 35, 433–443, (1998). 
[28] MORENO J., CHIRALT A., ESCRICHE I., 
SERRA J.A., Effect of blanching/osmotic 
dehydration combined methods on quality and 
stability of minimally processed strawberries. Food 
Research International, 33, 609–616, (2000). 
[29] NINDO C.I., SUN T., WANG S.W., TANG 
J., POWERS J.R., Evaluation of drying 
technologies for retention of physical quality and 
antioxidants in asparagus (Asparagus officinalis 
L.). Lebensmittel Wissenschaft und Technologie, 
36, 507–516, (2003). 
[30] COJOCARU R.M., POPA M.I., 
SURPATEANU G., ROSU A.M., MIRON N.D., 
NISTOR I.D., Study concerning the extraction od 
photosynthetic pigments from spinach, Buletinul 
Institutului Politehnic din Iasi, Tomul LVIII (LXII), 
FAsc.3, Sectia Chimie si Inginerie Chimica, 101-
109, (2012). 
[31] DECAREAU R.V., Microwaves in the food 
processing industry 1st Ed., Orlando, United States 
of America: Academic Press, 102, (1985). 
[32] ZHANG M., TANG J., MUJUMDAR A. S., 
WANG S., Trends in microwave-related drying of 
fruits and vegetables. Trends in Food Science and 
Technology, 17(10), 524–534, (2006). 
 


