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 The purpose of this research is to identify the type of Deixis 
and find the type of Deixis that is generally mastered in the 
lyrics of the song Ed Sheeran Divide. This includes the type of 
qualitative research. This research uses observation method. 
The data collection method uses listening & analyzing the song 
“Divide” by Ed Sheeran. The results of this study found that all 
types of deixis were direct (68 dates ), location (4 dates), & 
time (1 dates). Deixis is included on the lyrics to Ed Sheeran's 
song Divide. People's deixis is often found in Ed Sheeran's 
Divide lyrics. The most common types of deixis found in this 
study were me and people deixis, such as me. The most generic 
plural deixis is Sie using loose 20. Deixis serves to tell the role 
contained in the lyrics. The effect of using Person Deixis is to 
choose who is referred to in song lyrics. Locale deixis is used to 
tell where or where the lyric incident took place.The effect of 
local deixis is to create the same interpretation of the location 
of the incident in the song lyrics. Deixis when used in the lyrics 
to tell when the incident occurred.  The effect according to 
clock deixis is to emphasize that an incident has occurred or 
has already occurred. 
 

 

1. Introduction  
Deixis is a part of speech that is usually found in both everyday communications and  

text or discourse. Deixis during the discourse can be found in the speech. Speech is an 

example of spoken language spoken by a person in front of an audience of  people. It is 

usually performed by a country, company,church, or leader of someone who can inspire an 

audience.  

 Levinson, he adds two more deixis. There are a total of 5 types of deixis, discourse 

deixis and social  deixis. In this study, Researcher  used two theories to support the intended 

date of deixis. For this reason, researchers used five types of deixis to analyze the data. They 

are person deixis,   space / place deixis, time / time deixis, discourse deixis, and social deixis. 

Deixis is a branch of pragmatics that focuses on the reference analysis of saying. 

Deixis is also found in literary works, such as movies or songs. In analyzing references 

speech, we need to know the context of the speech. 

Music is human's primary instinct, a daily  human activity that is  universally 

involved, loved and experienced. Music plays an important role in shaping a person's identity. 

Previous studies have provided important insights into the importance of music  in human 

mailto:emeliya@uinsu.ac.id


            

    

94 

biology and history. Not only did music confer the process and ability to experience music 

(Levitin in Piragasam, dkk: 2013), but music was also used to extend human  life 

(Dissanayakein  

 Piragasam, dkk: 2013).  In addition, many lyrics  also inspire life. Therefore, when 

listening to lyrics, we may try to understand not only  the meaning of the lyrics themselves, 

but also the meaning of the reader or speaker. The study of speaker meaning or speaker 

meaning is called pragmatics.  Yule (1996: 3) argued that pragmatics was related to the study 

of meaning conveyed by the speaker (or writer) and interpreted by the listener (or reader). 

Communication recognizes a word in an utterance or sentence and the meaning of the 

speaker. There may be misunderstandings among users of languages. This understanding was 

related to utterances or references to sentences. In order to  understand the reference to the 

utterance, the reader or listener needs to be able to identify the context of the utterance. 
 

 

2. Research Method 

Since the data in this survey are lyrics, this is a survey using a descriptive qualitative 

methodology. Descriptive qualitative is a research method  used to explain the relationship 

between a natural phenomenon  and  one phenomenon with another. Since the survey does not 

use  statistical methods, Investigator  describes the data obtained to answer the survey 

questions. This survey uses a descriptive qualitative survey because the survey data  is words 

or utterances and is analyzed by explaining the data descriptively.  Santosa (2012: 42) states 

that data is the subject of research or the reality that is  the focus of research. Also note that 

there are two types of data. They are primary  and secondary data. Primary data is data  

collected  directly from the research field by the researcher, and secondary data is data  

collected from other researchers and  used by the researcher to support the research. (Blaxter 

et al., 2006: 153).   

The data source for this study is a song  by Ed Sheeran. The results of this study show 

these types of deixis, such as the person's deixis, the time's deixis, and the place's deixis, used 

in the lyrics of Ed Sheeran's split album. Data collection is the collection of information from 

relevant sources to answer survey questions. This study uses documented library methods to 

collect data. Library method  is the resource used in the survey, or knowledge of the  

document used to retrieve data variables in the form of notes, transcription books, journals, 

photographs, and data.  

Documentation methods collect data through books, newspapers, artistic languages, 

memorabilia, biographies, and more.  Researchers collect data by performing the following 

steps: First, the researchers listened to the split song by Ed Sheeran and understood the lyrics  

in detail. Next, researchers searched the Internet for Ed Sheeran's farewell script. Third, 

researchers choose the text to analyze from Ed Sheeran's song "Divide." Fourth, researchers 

have flagged all text selected for analysis. After collecting the data from the text script, the 

researchers analyzed the data as follows: Initially, researchers identified several word phrases, 

including deixis words. Second, researchers used their criteria to classify the deixis identified. 

Third, researchers analyzed the types of deixis: person deixis, time deixis, and  deixis. 
 

 

3 . Literatur review 

Deixis is the have a look at of deixis, or person illustration, in language. This may be 

concept of as a specific form of grammatical belongings instantiated in famous classes 

together with people, tenses, and places (Levinson, 2004).  

 According to Hurford et al. (2007) deixis derives some factors of its meaning from 

the context or context of the utterance in which it is frequently used.  Deixis English examples  
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like the first,  me, you, her, he, they, and pronouns like us refer to the person  There are many 

types of deixis in  Based on Yule (1996), there are three types of Deixis.  That is, deixis, area 

deixis, and time deixis.  The Deixis phrase or term refers to  He defined it as a vast form of 

deixis, discourse, and social deixis.  

 Cruse (2000) further categorized deixis into five main types:  deixis, spatial deixis, 

time deixis, discourse deixis, and social deixis.  In other words, private deixis, spatial deixis, 

temporal deixis, discourse deixis.  It analyzes  private deixis in the discourse of Mahel Zain's 

album, largely based entirely on the ideas of George Yule (1996).  The reason for this  is to 

recognize the nature and references of Person Deixis contained in the lyrics of the Maher Zain 

album.  

 This means that the private deixis used in Mahel Zain's album has the first letter 

deixis, the second letter deixis, and the third letter deixis.  Overall, previous polls are very 

similar to modern polls, using rational methods and their reference means for studying deixis 

about texts.  In contrast, modern times use the idea of George Yule most often in the idea of 

Mahel Zain. 

 

4. Discussions 

The discussion focuses discussed about what kind of deixis that are used on Divide 

album. There are person deixis, Deixis time, Place Deixis. 

4.1. Person deixis  

The author uses these three types of Person Deixis in almost every song on the Divide 

album.  Unlike the third person`s deixis, it doesn't appear on every song on the Divide album.  

However, most of the  deixis  used in the "Divide" album is first person.  Two songs, Galway 

Girl and Happier, that tell  the story of others, not the author's experience.  

 Person deixis from the Divide album can be recognized by the word "I" in the lyrics 

lost  in the song "Eraser".  The song's author uses  deixis from a first-person perspective to tell 

the story of his own experience.  The hearer will definitely assume that the song tells about 

the story of the writer. The researcher has summarized the person deixis which is used in 

Divide song in a table below.  

 From the table, the hearer will easy to distinguish what kinds of person deixis used in 

every song.  

           

Person Deixis 

No Song First person Second Third  

1 Devide I ( 27 data), Me (10 data), 

My ( 4 data) 

You ( 20 data)  It ( 7 ) 

 

 

4.2. Place Deixis 

Cruse (2006) points out that spatial deixis words indicate their position in space with 

respect to the speaker. The most basic spatial deixis is the adverb "here and there". These can 

be placed near  the speakers rather than near the speakers. Another basic use of spatial deixis 

is directive "this and that", but in many cases it  has a more abstract meaning. For example, 

this theory and its theory show a more abstract proximity and distance to the speaker, rather 

than specifying a literal theoretical space. This and here it is called the  Proximal Deic Word, 

and here and there it is called the  Distal Deic Word. Researchers have found classified songs 

that show the use of spaces or  deixis.   

 

No Song Spatial of Place Deixis 

1 Devide There (1 data) 

Here (3 data) 
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From the table above, you can see that Divide's songs contain 3 data deixis data for the 

room or location. There are lyrics, including the location deixis of distant words, in the lyrics 

"There is no other girl like you “. And “ Here in your aeroplane “. It points somewhere. The  

spatial deixis feature is to show the use of  distance or position in the lyrics of songs.   

 

4.3.  Deixis time  

 Deixis is also known (Levinson, 1983). Cruse (2006) pointed out that the temporary 

deixis words indicate the timing of the event relative to the speaking time. Temporal deixis 

has the ability to (finally) use the moment of speech as a reference point to identify points or 

intervals on the temporal deixis. Researchers show where time is  in Deixis on Song Divide.   

 

No Song Time Deixis 

1 Devide  Every day ( 1 data ) 

 

 

From the table above, researchers once discovered the deixis. In other words, "and I 

wake up every day." Based on the above explanation,  researchers  conclude  that the use of  

Divide, Deixis of Time songs will be. The temporal deixis function is intended to show the 

use of  timing in  text. After analyzing and determining the  deixis type and  interpreting the 

meaning of the references used in  the split text, the frequency  result of the deixis type   used 

in   Ed Sheeran: 

 

 Types of Deixis  Frequency 

 

1 Person Deixis 68 

2 Place deixis 4 

3 Time deixis 1 

 

 

The table above shows  the number or frequency of Deixis retrieved from the song. 

Divide Person Deixis, Place deixis, and Time Deixis are displayed in the Divide text. The 

most dominant type of deixis used in Divide songs is the personal deixis ( 68 data). Therefore, 

the predominant word of  in the first person deixis  of  Divide song Lyric uses I, my, me. 

 
 

 

 

5. Novelties 

Pragmatics is an analysis about meaning of the speaker utterance. From the contextual 

point of view, pragmatics is the interpretation about the meaning of a person in a particular 

context and the influence of context to his or her statement. So, pragmatics is an approach 

used to explore the way of listener to inference an utterance uttered by the speaker in order to 

arrive at an interpretation of the speaker’s intended meaning. 

One of the issues within pragmatics is deixis. Deixis is defined as technical term for 

one of the most basic things we do with utterances. People need to understand what to 

include, in order to produce effective utterances. Deixes signifies different things to different 

people. When we are having conversation or discussion with our friends, the topics always 
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change. One person might have different idea at the same time we are talking about 

something else. In line with this, a word is said to be a deixes if the reference is moving or 

changing depending on the time and place. The reference can be anything or anyone 

depending on the situation. Deictic expression helps readers or listeners to visualize or 

imagine the fictional circumstances reflected in the conversation texts. They can capture 

where and when the story takes place; who sees the events; who talks and to whom he is 

talking, and the like 

Deixes is classified into: person, time, place, discourse and social deixis. Person 

deixes deals with the correct identification of thegrammatical persons used to refer to speaker 

and addressee and concerns the encoding of therole of participants in the speech event in 

which the utterance in question is delivered. It is in form of first person deixis (I, me, myself, 

my), second person deixis (you, your, yours, yourself, we, our, us, ourself) or third person 

deixis (he, him, his, himself, she, her, herself, they, their, them, themselves). 
 

6. Conclusion 

Finally, after the above discussion, researchers conclude that Ed Sheeran's Divide 

lyrics  use all kinds of deixis, people, places, and times. Deixis appears in Ed Sheeran's Divide 

song. The personal deixis  used includes three types of personal deixis: first-person deixis, 

second-person deixis, and third-person deixis. In addition,  other types of time  and place 

deixis appear in Divide songs. The deixis of most people in Ed Sheeran's Divide lyrics refer to 

the speaker himself  encoded by the deixis of the first peculiar person such as I, Me,  My. The 

second plural  deixis most often refers to the object of the song.  In this study, Person Deixis 

is the most dominant type of song. Deixis people are more common than others because the 

singer talks to the girl about feelings of broken heart in his song.  
Researchers say that using deixis makes it easier to explain the function of personal 

pronouns, tenses, and demonstratives that connect utterances to relationships between people, 

space, and time. It is also helpful to understand the  meaning of the reference, such as who, 

where, and when it was spoken. 
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