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•The B r it is h  L ib r a r y , supported by the Library 
of Congress, has begun preparation of an interpre
tive handbook for UNIMARC, the international 
MARC format. The work is sponsored by the Con
ference of Directors of National Libraries and its 
International M ARC Network Study Steering 
Com m ittee. UNIM ARC will allow national li
braries and bibliographic agencies to obtain maxi
mum benefit from the resources already expended 
in the development of MARC-based library sys
tems by facilitating access to MARC records pro
duced by other national bibliographic agencies. 
Although several national agencies are already us
ing UNIMARC, the interpretive handbook will al
low it to be used in a standard way. The Library of 
Congress Cataloging Distribution Service is cur
rently preparing specifications for the conversion 
of Library of Congress MARC records into UNIM
ARC and expects to be able to distribute records in 
UNIMARC late this year.

• C a p i t a l  S y s t e m s  G r o u p  has become the east
ern distributor for library applications software de
veloped by the California Library Authority for 
Systems and Services (CLA SS). The software pack
ages, designed to operate on the IBM/PC, HP125, 
and TRS-80 II computers, include serials control, 
bibliographic storage, catalog card production, 
and indexing functions. Contact: Marilyn Bielory, 
C ap ital Systems Group, 11301 Rockville Pike, 
Kensington, MD 20895; (301) 881-9400.

• G e n e r a l  M e t e r s  C o r p o r a t io n  has developed 
a computing system to monitor copying machines 
in colleges and universities. The model accomoda
tes faculty who use a credit card and records all 
copier use in its memory. Students can have access 
to the same copiers by either acquiring a debit card 
or using the coin box. The system is a self-contained 
computer based on the Intel 8085 microprocessor. 
It has a capability for instant data read out, either 
by a display or interfacing with a lightw eight 
printer. Contact: General Meters Corporation, 
433 N. Camden Drive, Suite 1200, Beverly Hills, 
CA 90210; (213) 274-2617.

• M a x w e l l  L ib r a r y  Sy s t e m s  now has a data for
m atter for the TRS-80 III microcomputer that pro
vides for the use of O C LC  data in the company’s 
database management system. The new program 
allows the user to dial up O C L C , download the 
data found, and merge it with the data base man

ager. T he contents can then be edited, sorted, 
searched, and printed out as a bibliography, cata
log cards, or in several report formats. The com
plete software package includes an M LS 100 T er
minal Em ulator, an M LS200 D ata Base Manager, 
an M LS410 Formatting Program, W ord Process
ing and a Catalog Card Production database and 
print format. The Term inal Em ulator enables the 
TRS-80 to be used as a smart terminal to the O C LC  
system and has an automatic log-on routine func
tion and a recurrent search function. For further 
information, contact the Sales D epartm ent, Max
well Library Systems, Suite 21, 271 G reat Road, 
Acton, MA 01720; (617) 263-2277.

•T he National Audio-Visual Association has 
changed its nam e to NAVA: T he In ternational 
C om m unications Industries Association, to em 
phasize its inclusion of a wide range of new tech
nologies. I n  a vote during the Second General Ses
sion of NAVA’s annual convention in New Orleans 
in January, the NAVA membership approved the 
new nam e, culm inating many months of careful 
consideration by the Board of Directors.

• P L  S y s t e m s , I n c . ,  has developed a touch- 
sensitive, user-friendly package that is designed to 
answer routine library information. W hen a stu
dent touches the D ataTouch System’s screen, a 
computer is activated which displays a selection of 
information, such as how to use the card catalog or 
locations in the library . D etailed inform ation 
about each subject is accessed by touching the 
screen adjacent to that item on the menu. An op
tional built-in printer provides students with a 
printout. The system can control terminals to dis
play graphics such as library floor plans, charts, or 
maps in either single or multicolored images. The 
text can be in multiple languages. D ataTouch can 
be configured to control any number of terminals 
and can operate off the library’s host computer. 
For more information, contact PL Systems, In c., 
222 W illiams S t., Providence, R I  02906; (401) 751- 
1252.

•The R e s e a r c h  L ib r a r ie s  G r o u p , Stanford, 
California, has been awarded a grant of $250,000 
by the Carnegie Corporation to plan the imple
mentation of a distributed processing environment 
for R L G ’s automated information system, RLIN. 
A research team headed by John Schroeder, R L G ’s 
director of research and development, is visiting
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member institutions to discuss individual needs 
and examine thoroughly the requirements for a dis
tributed architecture for the entire membership. 
The goal is to set up a system that has a central com
puter for storing files and performing large tasks, 
but in add ition  has geograph ically  dispersed 
smaller computers to perform many processing and 
some data storage tasks, connecting with the cen
tral machine as needed.

• T e x a s  A & M  U n iv e r s it y ’s Sterling C. Evans L i
brary, College Station, recently completed its first 
full semester of providing microcomputer services 
to the university community. Using supplemental 
funds provided by the university, the library was 
able to acquire microcomputer equipment for edu
cational use by students, faculty, and staff. The 
equipment included 34 Apple II  Plus microcom
puters, 10 T RS-80 Model III  microcomputers, 2 
Balcones state contract microcomputers, and 16 
Epson dot-matrix printers. The library expects to 
have over 100 units by June 1983. Many of the Ap
ple II microcomputers have full color monitors,
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•Ancient Burials o f Metallic Foundation Docu
ments in Stone Boxes‚ by H. Curtis W right (42 
pages, December 1982), describes the Mesopota
mian custom of burying special documents care
fully placed in building foundations and other se
cret places as an ancient form of time capsule. This 
monograph, published as Number 157 of the Uni
versity of Illinois’ Graduate School of Library and 
Information Science Occasional Papers, is avail
able for $3 (prepaid) from the Publications Office, 
G SL IS , University of Illinois, 249 Armory Build
ing, 505 E . Armory Street, Champaign, IL  61820.

•The ARL Annual Salary Survey displays data on 
beginning and median professional salaries, as well 
as numbers and average salaries for positions in 
ARL university libraries and the distribution of 
these positions by sex and minority group member
ship, location, size, and type of institution. Copies 
are available for $10 (ARL members, $8), from the 
A ssociation o f R esearch L ib raries, 1527 New 
Hampshire Avenue, Washington, D C 20036.

• The ARL Statistics for 1981-82 describes the

while others have two disk drives, 64K memory, 
and CP/M operating system capability.

Use o f the m icrocom puters reached alm ost 
20,000 hours for the 1982 Fall Semester and ran 
very close to full capacity when due dates on assign
ments drew near. Com m ercially available and 
faculty-developed software have been used for spe
cific tasks as well as to teach subject content. The 
softw are can only be used w ithin the lib rary ’s 
L earn in g  Resources D ep artm en t, w hich also 
maintains a growing collection of reference m ateri
als on microcomputers, languages, programming, 
and equipment directories.

Also underw ay is a pilot program using the 
PLATO  system for computer-assisted teaching of 
Fortran. The project will utilize 20 CD C -110 mi
crocomputers for student use, with lesson m anage
ment and progress reporting done on a Cyber mini
computer. A successful test program at the library 
w ill open the door for campus-wide use of the 
PLATO  system. ■  ■

collections, staffing levels, expenditures, and inter- 
library loan volume of ARL member libraries, and 
numerically ranks the 101 libraries in 14 statistical 
categories. Copies are available for $10 (ARL 
members, $8) from the Association of Research L i
braries, 1527 New Hampshire Avenue, Washing
ton, DC 20036.

•Catalog o f  the Bernard Becker‚ M.D., Collection 
in Opthalmology, compiled by Christopher Hooli- 
han and Mark F. W eimer (112 pages, 2d edition, 
1983), has been published by the Rare Book Divi
sion of the Washington University School of Medi
cine Library. This edition contains 160 new en
tries, including works in the collection published 
between 1851 and 1900 and the sixty new titles pur
chased for the collection since 1979. Copies may be 
ordered for $30 from the R are Book D ivision, 
W ashington University School of Medicine L i
brary, 4580 Scott Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63110.

•A Catalogue o f the Lady Aberdeen Library on 
the History o f Women‚ compiled by Jane Britton 
(237 pages, 1982), has been published as Number 7 
of the University of W aterloo Library’s Bibliogra
phy Series. The catalog contains entries for over
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