
114 /  C&RL N e w s  ■  F e b ru a ry  1999

N e w  P u b l i c α t i o n s George M. Eberhart

Beyond Philadelphia: The  Am erican Revo
lu tio n  in th e  P e n n sylva n ia  H in te rla n d ,
ed ited  by  Jo h n  B. Frantz an d  W illiam  P encak  
(273 pages, O ctober 1998), describes how  Penn
sylvanians ou tside  the  capital experienced  the  
R evolutionary  W ar. U nlike th e  sim plistic Pa- 
triot-m ilitia-vs.-Tory-arm y conflict env isioned  
in  m any  histo ry  texts, co lonists in  th e  in terio r 
w restled  w ith  o th e r forces. In  B ucks County, 
th e  pacifist Q u ak ers  w e re  p itted  against p ro 
w ar P rotestants; in  B erks County, th e  G erm an 
population  increasingly gained 
strength and  respectability; and 
o n  th e  frontier, A m erican In 
dian  attacks (often encouraged  
b y  th e  British) p o se d  a  m u ch  
greater threat than  any redcoats 
o r H essians. A revealing  look  
at colonial issues an d  trends of
te n  o v erlo o k ed  b y  traditional 
h istories. $55.00. P en n  State 
U niversity Press. ISBN 0-271- 
01766-X.

T h e  Last D in o s a u r B ook:
The  Life and Tim es o f a Cul
tu ra l Icon, by  W. J. T. Mitchell 
(321 pages, N ovem ber 1998), 
focuses on  the imagery o f dino
saurs in p o p u la r culture, art, an d  advertising. 
P ep p ered  w ith  h um orous an d  unusual illustra
tions, as w ell as quotations from  such w riters as 
Italo Calvino an d  Edgar Rice B urroughs, the  
b o o k  styles itself a “Jurassic Ark” that preserves 
the  A m erican obsession  w ith th e  d inosaur im
age “from  its invention in  the  1840s to  its em er
gence as a m edia superstar in global popular cul
ture at the en d  o f the twentieth century.” Mitchell 
traces the  evolution o f d inom ania from  the first 
“b o n e  ru sh ” after th e  Civil W ar to  S tephen  
Spielberg’s T. Rex as a  “to tem  anim al o f m oder
nity.” The Last D inosaur is a w ild ride th rough  
h is to r y  o n  th e  b a c k  o f  a  p o s tm o d e r n  
V elocira p tor. $35.00. University o f Chicago 
Press. ISBN 0-226-53204-6.
Leadership and Academ ic Libraries, edited

G e o rg e  M . E b e rh a rt is associa te  e d ito r  o f  A m e ric a n  
L ib ra rie s ; e -m a il: g eb e rh a rt@ a la .o rg

by  T erren ce  F. M ech a n d  G era rd  B. M cC abe 
(276 pages, S ep tem ber 1998), b rings to g e th er 
19 essays o n  h o w  th e  leadersh ip  o f individual 
librarians co n trib u tes  to  ch an g e  a n d  e x p a n d 
ing  ca ree r o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r acad em ic  lib rar
ians. B everly  Lynch a n d  R aven Fonfa ex am 
ine th e  roo ts o f th e  p ro fession  in  th e  d eed s  o f 
academ ic leaders o f th e  past; B arbara D ew ey, 
Ja n e t H urlbert, a n d  th ree  o th e r a u th o rs  o u t
line  th e  ro le  o f  le ad e rsh ip  in  n o n m an ag e ria l 
settings; an d  D avid D ow ell and G eorge Charles 

N ew m an exam ine career p a th s 
fo r lib rary  d irec to rs. $65.00. 
G reenw ood  Press. ISBN 0-313- 
30271-5.

Libraries and Librarianship 
in C hina, by Sharon Chien Lin 
(241 pages, Septem ber 1998), is 
a co m p reh en siv e  trea tm en t o f 
th e  adm inistration  a n d  o rgan i
za tio n  o f  all ty p es o f  libraries, 
esp ec ia lly  in  th e  P e o p le ’s Re
public  since 1949. T he ch ap te r 
o n  academ ic libraries describes 
the ir u n p reced en ted  g row th in 
the late 1980s, the sem inal 1981 
Regulations P ertaining to Uni
versity Libraries, an d  th e  slow  

b u t p e rs is te n t in v e s tm e n t in  a u to m a tio n . 
$75.00. G reen w o o d  Press. ISBN 0-313-2897-9.

Literature Lover's Book o f  Lists, by Judie L. 
H. Strouf (418 pages, September 1998), advertises 
itself as “serious trivia for the bibliophile,” though 
it falls w oefully  short o f  tha t designation. The 
bo o k  lists are usually only authors and  titles with 
minimal description, if any, an d  no  dates o f first 
publication. However, they  m ay intrigue brow s
ing underg raduates by  their variety an d  short
ness. The section o n  poetic form s is useful and  
u n co m p lica ted , a n d  so m e o f  th e  lists sh o w  
m erit (su c h  as literary  faux  pas, o n e -lin e  d e 
sc rip tions o f  Æ s o p ’s fab les, a n d  classics in 
com ic form at). U nfortunately, it can n o t m atch 
the now-aging G o o d  Books: A  B oo k  Lover's  
C o m p a n io n  b y  S teven  G ilbar (T icknor & 
Fields, 1982). $25.00. P rentice-H all. ISBN 0- 
7352-0017-3.
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Th e  Nature o f the Book, by Adrian Johns (753 
pages, O ctober 1998), is a  richly detailed exam i
nation  o f the  rise o f print culture, the  ph iloso
phy  of intellectual p roperty , an d  th e  early d is
sem ination o f scientific know ledge in 17th- and 
18th-century England. T hough scholarly, Johns’s 
narrative is filled w ith lively anecdo tes an d  in
sightful analysis. His underly ing p o in t is that 
w hat w e  assum e to b e  the inviolable characteris
tics o f a  book— consistency, veracity, authority—  
w ere not necessarily the case and had to  be forged  
by the founding fathers o f print culture. The lives 
o f a  few  o f them  are profiled here: Jo h n  Streater, 
w h o  founded  o n e  o f the  largest printing houses 
in London; Jo sep h  M oxon, w h o  saw  print, d e 
sign, an d  typography  in  purely  m athem atical 
term s; Sir T hom as Browne, w ho  com piled a his
tory o f plagiarism ; an d  the  British A stronom er 
Royal Jo h n  Flam steed, w h o  w as o n e  o f m any 
voices expressing an  op in ion  o n  h o w  scientific 
know ledge should b e  acquired and  perpetuated. 
Perhaps th e  m ost engrossing  chap te r is o n  the  
“physiology o f read ing ,” w hich  exam ines w hat 
17th-century m en  and  w o m en  thought actually

“Librarians daring…‚ ’’continued from  p . 95  
already, d ro p  y o u r g u ard  o r tu rf concerns and  
em b race  lead in g  w ith  learn ing— I d are  you! 
M anagers, le ad  via y o u r p ro m o tio n  o f  “learn 
ing  as a  w ay  o f b e in g ”6— I dare  you! T here  are 
p lenty  o f rungs o n  the ladder o f leadership and  
learning for all o f us to  b e  clim bing at the  paces 
best suited to  o u r situations and  styles. It is never 
too  late to  step  u p  to  the  first rung— I dare  you!

I rem em ber, gratefully, a sp eech  g iven  to  
g raduates b y  an  officer o f m y sch o o l’s a lum ni 
association. H e challenged the new ly christened 
librarians to  b e  aw are  o f the  increasing o p p o r
tun ities fo r lead e rsh ip  a t earlie r levels in  the ir 
careers, as they  can  lead  m u ch  o f th e  con tinu 
o us learning necessary  in  today’s libraries w ith  
the ir recen tly  acqu ired  technological skills.

It w as insp iring  to  h ea r th e  a lum nus p ro 
m ote the idea o f leadership in this learning con
text! As fo r th e  po lem ica l “L” w o rd  in  o u r cur
ren t p ro fessional education? I p ro p o se  w e  all 
strive to  atta in  d eg rees  in  M asters o f  Lifelong 
Learning as w e  lead  libraries an d  o u r constitu
en c ie s  in to  th e  n ex t cen tury . I d a re  you! T he 
digital age n eed s librarians to  b e  lively, leading 
links to  learning.

W a tc h  th e  ACRL W e b  s ite  a t h t t p : / /  
w w w .a la .o rg /ac rl/c& rln ew 2 .h tm l fo r fu tu re

h a p p e n e d  in  th e ir  b ra in s  w h e n  th ey  read . 
$40.00. U niversity  o f  C hicago  Press. ISBN 0- 
226-40121-9.

W a rs o f  th e  A m e ric a s , by  D avid F. Marley 
(722 p ag es , O c to b e r 1998), tak es  a n  u n u su a l 
a p p ro a c h  to  m ilitary c h ro n o lo g y  b y  restric t
ing its sco p e  to  conflicts in  th e  W estern  H em i
sp h e re  s in ce  E u ro p ean  landfall in  1492. This 
leaves m o re  ro o m  fo r Ind ian  w ars a n d  lesser- 
k n o w n  h o s t il i t ie s  in  C e n tra l a n d  S o u th  
A m erica, su ch  as K ing P h ilip s’ W ar in  M assa
chusetts, the  M exican Pastry War, the  conquest 
o f  Jam aica  by  th e  British, th e  Riel R ebellion  
in  M anitoba, a n d  th e  A raya m assacre  o f  1605 
in V enezuela. A m ere  70 p ag es a re  d ev o ted  to  
2 0 th -cen tu ry  m ilitary actions: on ly  th e  A leu
tian  cam paign , th e  Graf  Spee, an d  th e  U -boat 
w a r  a re  in  sc o p e  fo r W orld  W ar II, a llow ing  
e x p a n d e d  d esc rip tio n s o f  th e  M exican Revo
lu tion , th e  C haco  W ar, th e  N icarag u an  Civil 
W ar a n d  o th e r  Latin A m erican  u n res t, th e  
F a lk la n d s , G re n a d a , P a n a m a , a n d  H aiti. 
$99.00. ABC-Clio. ISBN 0-87436-837-5. ■

links to  sources on  leadership and learning as w e 
focus o n  this them e during  M aureen Sullivan’s 
p re s id e n tia l  y e a r . M e a n w h ile , r e a d  M eg 
W heatley’s Leadership a n d  the New Science6 o r 
Peter B. Vaill’s Learning as a  W ay o f Being7 O n  
the  W eb check ou t Leadership Comm unications 
for the  21st C entury at h ttp ://w w w .L C 21.com . 
It invites you to  “think o f this W eb site as a  place 
to  encourage you to  lead by example.” I dare you!
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