
C&RL New s  ■  F eb ru a ry  1999  /  109

W a s h i n g t o n  H o t l i n e Lynn E. Bradley

The 106th Congress has officially convened, al
tho u g h  it is c lear to  everyone tha t th e  Senate is 
abso rbed  in th e  im peachm ent p roceedings. At 
th is w riting, th e re  a re  few  specifics a b o u t th e  
long-term agendas and related schedules for this 
session  n o r  a re  all subcom m ittee  assignm ents 
final in  those  com m ittees dea lin g  w ith  library 
re la ted  issues. H ow ever, w e  k n o w  th a t in te l
lectual p roperty  will con tinue  to  b e  o n e  o f the  
m ost im portan t library-related issues to  b e  ad 
d ressed  b y  the  n ew  C ongress. O ngo ing  activi
ties re la ted  to  in tellectual p ro p erty  an d  co p y 
r ig h t c o n t in u e  to  m o v e  f o r w a rd  a s  a n  
o u tg ro w th  o f  various actions from  th e  105th 
Congress.

U.S. C o p y r ig h t  O ffice  c o n d u c t in g  
h e a rin g s  o n  d ista n ce  e d u c a tio n
T o com ply  w ith  a  study  req u ired  by  th e  re 
cen tly  en ac ted  D igital M illennium  C opyright 
Act (PL 105-304), the Copyright Office has been  
seek in g  th e  v iew s o f  parties in te rested  in  d is
tan ce  ed u catio n , includ ing  rep resen ta tives o f 
copyright ow ners, nonpro fit educational insti
tu tions, a n d  n o n p ro fit lib raries a n d  archives. 
At th e  s tu d y ’s co n clu s io n  in  late April 1999, 
th e  C opyright Office w ill subm it reco m m en 
dations to  Congress, possibly including the  first 
major changes to  the distance education section 
o f th e  C opyright Act since 1976.

ALA, ACRL, a n d  o th e r  l ib ra ry  g ro u p s  
w o rk e d  o n  jo in t testim ony  fo r th e  W ashing
ton , D.C., hearings o n  Jan u ary  26 a n d  27. At 
th is w riting, o th e r ACRL an d  ALA re p re se n 
tatives have  req u es ted  th e  o p p ortun ity  to  p a r
ticipate in  the  Chicago hearing  o n  February 12. 
A n o th er field  h ea rin g  is sch ed u led  fo r UCLA 
o n  F ebruary 10. At this writing, th e  ALA W ash
ington Office had  already received nearly three 
dozen  copies o f filings from  universities nation
w ide . W ritten co m m en ts w ere  to  h av e  b e e n  
rece iv ed  a t th e  C opyrigh t O ffice by  February  
5. W atch for fu tu re  rep o rts  a b o u t th e se  p ro 
ceedings.
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C O N F U  fin a l r e p o rt  a v a ila b le
T he co m p le te  adm in istra tive  h is to ry  o f  C on
fe re n c e  o n  F air U se (C O N FU ) a n d  a  su m 
m ary  o f  th e  to p ic s  d is c u sse d  is av a ilab le  
o n lin e  a n d  in  p r in t fo rm a t as th e  “F inal Re
p o r t  to  th e  C o m m iss io n e r o n  th e  C o n c lu 
s io n  o f  .C o n fe ren ce  o n  F air U se .” P re p a re d  
b y  s ta ff  to  U SPTO  C o m m iss io n e r B ru ce  A. 
L ehm an , th e  re p o r t  c h ro n ic le s  th e  CONFU 
process.

S ingle c o p ie s  o f  th e  rep o rt, as w ell as th e  
p rev iously  p u b lish ed  in terim  rep o rt (D ecem 
b e r  1996), a n d  th e  “R ep o rt o n  th e  C o n c lu 
sion  o f  th e  First P h ase  o f  C o n feren ce  o n  Fair 
U se” (S ep tem b er 1997) m ay  b e  o b ta in ed  free 
o f  ch a rg e  b y  se n d in g  o r  fax in g  a  w ritte n  re 
q u e s t  to : C O N FU  R e p o r t,  c / o  R ic h a rd  
M au lsby , D irec to r, O ffice  o f  P u b lic  A ffairs, 
U.S. P a te n t a n d  T ra d e m a rk  O ffice , W ash 
ing ton , D.C. 20231. Fax: (703) 308-5258. T he 
re p o r ts  a re  a lso  a v a ila b le  o n lin e  a t h t t p : / /  
w w w .u s p to .g o v /w e b /o f f i c e s /d c o m /o l ia /  
c o n fu /.

C ON FU  w a s  in itia te d  in  th e  fall o f  1994 
u n d e r  th e  a u sp ic e s  o f  th e  U.S. P a te n t a n d  
T rad em ark  O ffice (USPTO). Its p u rp o s e  w as 
to  fac ilita te  in fo rm a l d isc u ss io n s  re g a rd in g  
th e  p a ram e te rs  o f  fair u se  in  th e  ed u ca tio n a l 
a n d  lib ra ry  e n v iro n m e n ts  a m o n g  c o p y rig h t 
p ro p rie to rs  a n d  m em b ers  o f  th e  in fo rm ation  
u se r  co m m u n ity .

O v er th e  last fo u r years, rep resen tatives o f 
m ore th an  fou r d o zen  organizations n arrow ed  
n early  tw o  d o z e n  p o ss ib le  g u id e lin e  top ics 
d o w n  to  three: digital im ages, d is tance  learn 
ing, a n d  ed u ca tio n a l m u ltim ed ia  m aterials. 
W hile CONFU w as u ltim ately  ju d g ed  to  b e  a 
u sefu l co m m u n ica tio n  veh icle , n o n e  o f  th e  
drafts circulated received sufficiently w ide sup
p o rt in  b o th  th e  p u b lic  a n d  p riv a te  sec to rs to  
justify the ir su bm iss ion  to  C ongress for inclu
sion  in  a p p ro p ria te  legislative history.

For m ore o n  th e  position  tak en  o n  th e  p ro 
p o se d  CONFU g u id e lin es b y  ALA in  co n ce rt 
w ith  m ore  th an  a d o zen  o th e r national library 
a n d  ed u ca tio n a l o rgan iza tio n s, see  th e  May 
1997 C O N FU  J o in t  S ta te m e n t a t h t t p : / /  
w w w .a la .o rg /w ash o ff/co n fu .h tm l. ■

http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/dcom/olia/
http://www.ala.org/washoff/confu.html
mailto:leb@alawash.org

