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One-stop shopping fo r co llege rankings

T he Education and Social Scien ce Library 
a t th e  U n iv ersity  o f  Illin o is  at U rb an a- 
Champaign offers one-stop shopping for W eb- 
based college ranking sites.

Found at http://w w w .libraiy.uiuc.edu/ 
edx/rankings.htm , the C ollege and  U niver
sity Rankings page provides links to ranking 
services for various areas o f higher education 
including undergraduate, graduate, business, 
law , and inter
n a tio n a l p ro 
grams. O ne can 
also find a link- 
filled discourse 
con cern in g  the 
o n g o in g  c o n 
t r o v e r s y  s u r 
rounding repu
tation-based  rankings and a lengthy bibliog
raphy o n  the topic.

T he Rankings page tries to em phasize cau
tion in the use o f college ranking services and 
urges users to investigate the m ethodology o f 
any service under consideration. Tow ard that 
end, a lengthy section dealing with the ongo
ing con troversy  ov er rankings is provided. 
T h e  p a g e ’s cautionary section  is a guide to 
som e very interesting netw orked information 
on  the college ranking process. Users will find 
this information helpful w hen trying to evalu
ate individual ranking services and w h en  try
ing to decide how  m uch w eight rankings de
serve in the college selection process.

T he College and University Rankings page 
was created by the authors. It debuted in O cto
b er 1997 and gathered a small am ount o f hits 
during it first h alf year o f existen ce. In March 
and April 1998, the page was submitted to vari
ous search engines including Alta Vista, North
ern Light, and InfoSeek. Follow ing the site's 
listing in Y ahoo! in May, its use skyrocketed. 
T he page continues to grow  in popularity and

is now  receiving 
betw een 25 and 
30 ,000  hits per 
month.

O v e r  9 9 %  
o f the page’s us
e r s  a r e  fro m  
outside the im
m e d ia te  U n i

versity o f  Illinois com m unity and these users 
generate a steady stream o f  e-mail concerning 
rankings. In making special efforts to assist this 
n ew  group o f  patrons, th e  librarians o f  the 
Education and Social Scien ce Library discov
ered the pow er o f the W eb in reaching out to 
nontraditional users. Bringing som e organiza
tion to a small co m er o f the Internet and serv
ing an entirely new  au d ience have b e e n  tw o 
very satisfying outcom es m ade possible by the 
creation and  m aintenance o f  the College and 
University Rankings Page.— D a n ie l B u rg ard , 
U n iversity  o f  Illin o is , U rb a n a -C h a m p a ig n , 
dbu rg ard @ u iu c.ed u ; S tep h an ie R. D avis. Univer
sity  o f  S ou thern  C a liforn ia , srdav is@ u sc.edu

v ices sp o n so red  b y  the Central M ichigan 
U niversity (CM S) Libraries and  th e  CMU 
C o lleg e o f  E xten d ed  Learning. T h e  c o n 
feren ce  will b e  held  in Portland, O regon , 
April 2 6 -2 8 , 2000 . P rop osal abstracts o f  
not m ore than 500 words are due by March 
12, 1999. A cop y  o f  the Call for P resen ta
tions and details abou t the con feren ce  are 
o n  the W eb  at http://www.lib.cmich.edu/ 
ocls. Click on  “R esou rces for O ff-Cam pus 
L ib r a r ia n s .” O r  c o n t a c t  C o n n ie  
Hildebrand at CMU: voice: (5 1 7 ) 774-6080; 
to ll- fre e  fa x : ( 8 7 7 )  3 2 9 -6 2 5 7 ; e -m a il: 
con n ie .h ild eb ran d @ cm ich .ed u . ■
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