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I n t e r n e t  R e v i e w s Joni R. Roberts and 
Carol A. Drost, editors

National Partnership for Women & Fami
lies. Access: http://w ww.nationalpartnership. 
org/.
T he N ational P a rtn e rsh ip  fo r W om en a n d  

Fam ilies is a  nonprofit, n o n p artisan  o rgan iza
tion dedicated  to improving the lives o f w om en  
a n d  fam ilies. Fo rm ed  in 1971 as th e  W om en’s 
Legal D efense Fund, th e  National Partnersh ip  
focuses o n  issues relating to  w o rk  a n d  family, 
h ea lth  care , a n d  w o rk p lace  fa irness. To p ro 
m o te  aw are n e ss  a n d  e d u c a te  th e  p ub lic , th e  
N a tio n a l P a r tn e rs h ip ’s site  p ro v id es  adv ice , 
top ical essays, fact sheets, a n d  contacts.

T h e  featu res o f  in terest o n  this site a re  th e  
“N ew sro o m ” a n d  “P ub lica tio n s .” T he “N ew s
ro o m ” h as  a c h ro n o lo g ica l lis ting  o f  c u rre n t 
press releases a n d  a n  archive o f p ress releases

dating  b ack  to  2000. T he o rgan ization’s n ew s
letters, from  2000 to  th e  current issue, are avail
ab le  as HTML full text. T he N ational P a rtn er
sh ip  offers gu id es th ro u g h  th e  “P u b lica tio n s” 
section. A lthough free p rin t cop ies can  b e  o r
d e re d , se le c tio n s  fro m  th e  g u id es  a n d  th e ir  
e n d n o te s  a re  av ailab le  o n  th e  W eb site. T he 
gu ides vary from  resea rch  o n  the  dep ic tio n  o f 
w o rk /fam ily  issues o n  telev ision  to  q u estio n s 
a n d  answ ers o n  th e  Fam ily Leave Act.

T here  are  a  variety  o f m eth o d s to navigate 
this site. Users can  search  by keyw ord, b row se 
th e  site m ap, o r u se  th e  m enus. Also, th ere  are 
links to site content organized by  program  area: 
“H ealth  C are,” “W ork an d  Fam ily,” a n d  “W ork
p lace  Fairness.” W ithin eac h  top ic  area, th ere  
is a side m en u  w ith  a tab le  o f con ten ts. Exten
sive “R esource Links” w ith in  each  o f  th e  p ro 
g ram  a reas g u id e  u se rs  to  o th e r  re la ted  W eb 
pages. At the  tim e o f review , all 34 links in the  
H ealth  Care section  w ere  active ex cep t one.

T he essays an d  fact shee ts available o n  this 
site a re  valuable, offering advice an d  inform a

tion no t easily found  elsew here. How ever, w ith 
th e  e x ce p tio n  o f  “N ew s A lerts,” m u ch  o f  the  
c o n te n t is n o t d a te d  a n d  a u th o rs ’ n a m e s fo r 
m ost o f th e  gu ides an d  fact sheets are no t p ro 
vided.

T h is s i te ’s ta rg e t a u d ie n c e  is th e  g e n e ra l 
public, specifically those  w ith concerns on  dis
crim ination, rep roductive  rights, fam ily leave, 
sex u a l h a rassm en t, a n d  h e a lth  care . U n d e r
g rad u ate  stu d en ts  loo k in g  for in form ation  o n  
these  issues m ay find this site useful.— Kimberly 
B arto sz, U niversity  o f  W isconsin-P arkside , 
banosz@!uup.edu

Nutrition.gov. Access: h ttp ://w w w .nutrition . 
gov/.

N utrition.gov is an  initiative o f the  U.S. fed
eral government, how ever it is som ew hat unclear 
w hich agency is actually responsible for the site. 
T he introductory inform ation indicates that the 
site is m ea n t to  se rv e  as a  p o rta l to  n u tritio n  
in form ation  across g o v e rn m en t agencies an d  
that its d ev elopm en t w as sp ea rh ead ed  by U.S. 
Assistant Surgeon  G eneral Susan B lum enthal.

T here seem s to  be  a  strong co n n ec tio n  b e 
tw e e n  th is site  a n d  th e  D e p a rtm e n t o f  A gri
cu ltu res  F o o d  a n d  N u tritio n  C en ter, b u t  th e  
re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  sites is n o t e x 
p lic it. In  fact, a t first g lan ce , th e  p u rp o se  o f 
this site seem s to  duplicate  w h a t can  be  found  
a t th e  F o o d  a n d  N u tritio n  C en ter. B o th  sites 
a re  w ell organ ized , u se r focused, an d  prov ide 
access to  a n  ex te n siv e  co lle c tio n  o f  g o v e rn 
m en t nu trition  resources. H ow ever, u p o n  
fu rth e r in sp e c tio n , it b e c o m e s  c le a r th a t th e  
focus o f th e  tw o  sites is q u ite  d ifferen t.

T he aim  o f  N utrition.gov is m ore  th an  sim 
ply providing access to  nutritional information. 
T he p ro m o tio n  o f  h ealth y  eating  an d  healthy  
living seem s to  b e  the underlying agenda o f the 
site. T h e  s ite ’s m a in  fo cu s  is th e  p re v e n tio n  
an d  contro l (th rough  healthy  eating) o f a vari
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e ty  o f  h ea lth  co n d itions, in c lud ing  d iabe tes, 
cardiovascular disease, obesity, eating disorders, 
stroke , an d  A lzheim er’s d isease. A rev iew  o f 
the  site’s various subsections clearly supports this 
focus. The inform ation fo u n d  in “Food Facts,” 
“Food Safety,” “Lifecycle Issues,” “H ealth Man
agem ent,” “Food A ssistance,” a n d  “R esearch ” 
all su p p o r t th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  h ea lth y  ea tin g  
and  the use o f food for preventing and m anag
ing disease. O f particular interest is “Lifecycle 
Issues,” w hich presents specialized information 
for d ifferen t seg m en ts o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  (in 
fants, sen io rs , w o m en ). A lthough  th e  s ite  is 
in ten d ed  to  act as a portal, m uch  o f th e  infor
m a tio n  th a t  h a s  b e e n  in c o rp o ra te d  in to  
N utrition .gov is valuab le  u n to  itself.

T he in ten d ed  au d ien ce  fo r this site is any 
m em ber o f the  general public  w ishing to learn 
m ore ab o u t ho w  nutrition  an d  healthy  eating  
can  con tribu te  to  his o r  he r overall health  and  
well-being. Even the research section points to 
co n su m er h ea lth  in fo rm ation  ra th e r th an  re 
porting  o n  original research  findings.

T h e  site  b ills itse lf as a “n e w  fe d era l r e 
so u rce ,” h o w ev er there  a re  few  clues to  indi
cate the  currency o f the  information. No copy
right, last m odified, last reviewed, o r  file saved 
data is provided. A m ore precise indication o f 
th e  c u rren cy  o f  th e  site  w o u ld  be  w elco m e. 
T he p resen ta tio n  o f  inform ation o n  th e  site is 
straightforward and  easy to use. The only m ul
tim ed ia  c o m p o n e n t is th e  in tro d u c tio n  pag e  
(requiring  Flash), w hich  is attractive, bu t adds 
n o  real value.

Overall, Nutrition.gov m akes a good impres
sion. It points to  valuable, reliable, and readable 
sources, and its overall focus is well-articulated. 
Its contents are particularly valuable to individu
als looking for easy access to consum er health in
formation related to nutrition and healthy eating. 
Nutrition.gov’s greatest flaw, however, is that it is 
no t entirely clear w ho  is in charge o f the site o r 
how  frequently they plan to update it.—-Jennifer 
McKmnll, McMaster University, mckinn@mcmaster.ca

H isto ry C e n tra l.co m . Access.- h t t p : / /  
ww w.m ultied.com /.
H istoryC entral.com  is a free resource  p ro 

d u c ed  by  M ultiEducator, a 
N ew  R ochelle, N ew  York- 
based  publisher o f CD-ROM 
educational software. Billed as 
“H is to ry ’s h o m e  o n  th e  
In ternet,” the  site is targeted 

tow ard high school students.
H istoryC entral.com  contains an  extensive  

range of primary and secondary source material. 
Main categories include “W orld History C hro
no logy ,” “A m erica’s W ars,” “Election Central,” 
“20th Century Almanac,” “Primary D ocum ents,” 
“History M aker Biographies,” and aviation, na
val, and railroad history.

W ithin these broad categories are well-orga
n ized  subdivisions w ith links to  full-text m ate
rial. A co llection  o f o v er 400 prim ary  source  
docum ents o n  Am erican history includes such 
basics as the  Declaration o f Independence  and 
U.S. Constitution along w ith selected presiden
tial addresses, court decisions, and legislation. Bio
graphical information includes all U.S. presidents 
and a list o f 500 people selected by reader nomi
n a tion  as th e  m ost im portan t o f  th e  20th cen 
tury. T here  are also links to  o th er history sites 
maintained by the company.

O n e  o f H istoryC entral.com ’s m ost glaring 
shortcom ings is a significant nu m b er o f typo
graphical errors and misspellings, including names 
of prom inent people, battles, and  cities. A m ain 
p u rp o se  o f th e  site is to  p u sh  sales o f  the  
com pany’s products; m ost pages contain adver
tising and links to the com pany’s ordering infor
m ation. The interface is a bit disorganized and 
confusing, an d  the  layout o f the  m ain pages is 
amateurish. Im provem ents could be  m ade with 
an eye toward readability.

The site is being updated. The primary source 
docu m en ts in “T oday (1974-2002)” include 
George W. Bush’s speech on  the Columbia disas
ter, his 2003 State o f the Union speech, and Colin 
Pow ell’s re sp o n se  to H ans Blix’s report to  the 
United Nations on  Iraq. However, at the time o f 
this review, under Iraq in the “Nation-by-Nation” 
section, the  only tw o  “N ew s” links are to  CNN 
stories from  2000, o n e  o f w hich  describes the  
opening of an  Internet café in Baghdad.

Overall, the  site is a useful research tool for 
younger students an d  teachers. Its m ain attrac
tion for librarians will likely b e  the collection of 
source documents, but this is not comprehensive 
and should be  treated with som e caution.—M ark  
A. Stoffa n , University o f  North Carolina-Asheville, 
mstoffan@ bulldog.unca.ed u
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