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In th e

It’s h ard  to believe that sum m er is over and 
a new  academic year is already in swing. If sum 
m er is a time for contemplation, fall is ultimately 
a tim e for taking action.

The 2003 ALA A nnual C onference seem s a 
w orld  aw ay right now , bu t m em bers and  staff 
alike a re  b u sy  w o rk in g  o n  n e w  pro jec ts and  
im plem enting new  initiatives that cam e ou t o f 
ou r m eetings in Atlanta.

For those o f you w ho w eren’t able to attend 
the conference this year, o r w ho w ere there but 
missed some programs you were interested in, you 
can learn about key topics covered by reading 
m em ber reports on  a num ber of programs (page 
556 ). As always, a selection of programs are avail
able for sale on audiocassette as well (see page 558).

For an  overview  o f w h ere  w e ’re h ead ed  
this fiscal year, the  actions tak en  b y  the ACRE 
B oard o f D irectors at the  Ju n e  m eeting  are 
also in this issue (p a g e  568).

At th e  e n d  o f  th e  A tlan ta  c o n fe re n ce , 
w e  officially  w e lc o m e d  H e len  S p a ld in g  as 
th e  n e w  ACRL p re s id en t. She h as se lec te d  
“N ew  R ealities, N ew  R e la tio n sh ip s” as th e  
2002-2003  p re s id e n tia l th em e . In  th e  first 
in s ta llm e n t o f  th e  “N e w  R ealities , N ew  
R e la tio n sh ip s” c o lu m n  (p a g e  580), H e len  
sh a re s  h e r  p lan s  fo r th e  p re s id e n tia l y e a r 
a n d  illu stra tes  h o w  n e w  rea litie s  a n d  n e w  
re la tio n sh ip s  rea lly  d o  sh a p e  u s a n d  the  
w ork w e do.

As you start thinking o f the  year ahead  and 
the  ACRL program s and  projects that sp eak  to 
you, rem em ber to consider recognizing a library 
o r librarian that you admire by  nom inating can
d id a te s  fo r  th e  v a rie ty  o f ACRL a w ard s  d e 
scribed o n  page 588.

— Stephanie Orphan, Editor-in-chief 
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