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In  re a d in g  a  lib ra ry  a n n u a l re p o r t recen tly , I 
n o ticed  th e  fo llow ing  w is tfu l s ta te m e n t:

F a c u lty  s ta tu s  fo r lib ra ria n s  so o ften  seem s 
lik e  a  p a p e r  s ta tu s. As facu lty , l ib ra rian s  shou ld  
h av e  th e  o p tio n  o f  ta k in g  course  w ork . B ecause  
i t  tak es a ll o f u s  ju s t to  m a n  th e  b u ild in g , no 
o n e  c a n  e v e r b e  sp a re d  to  ta k e  w ork . O u r w ork  
y ea r  shou ld  ta k e  th is  fa c t in to  co nsidera tion .

T h is  is an  a ll too  fam ilia r s itu a tio n  am o n g  
sm all co llege  lib ra ries , a n d  I ’d  lik e  to  suggest 
o n e  su b s titu te  fo r co u rse  w o rk  th a t  h a s  b een  
su b s id ized  in  p a r t  b y  T itle  II-B  (H ig h e r  E d u 
ca tion  A c t)  fu n d s  fo r  lib ra ry  tra in in g .

I  m o n ito red  officially fo r th e  first t im e  th is 
su m m er tw o  of th e  in s titu te s  fo r lib ra ry  tr a in 
in g  fu n d e d  b y  T itle  II-B . I  fo u n d  th e m  b o th  so 
s tim u la tin g  th a t  I  w o u ld  like to  u rg e  co lleg e  li
b ra ry  staff m em b ers  to  t r y  to  a t te n d  w h a te v e r 
k inds o f c o n tin u in g  e d u c a tio n  p ro jec ts  m a y  b e  
fu n d e d  in  th e  fu tu re  w h ic h  a re  in  lin e  w ith  
th e ir  p a r t ic u la r  in te res ts  o r  th e ir  lib ra rie s’ ac
tiv ities .

T h e  first in s ti tu te  I  v is ite d  w as a t  F isk  U n i
v e rs ity  in  N ashv ille , T ennessee , d ire c te d  b y  
F isk ’s lib ra rian , D r. Jessie  C a rn ey  S m ith . Its

su b jec t w as th e  selection , o rg an iza tio n , a n d  use  
o f m ate ria ls  b y  a n d  a b o u t th e  N egro . I t  w as 
p la n n e d  fo r tw en ty -fiv e  p a r tic ip a n ts  from  Ju n e  
10 to  Ju ly  28 . M o st of those  a t te n d in g  w ere  
fro m  a cad em ic  lib ra ries  w h ich  w e re  p a r t ic u la r
ly  co n ce rn ed  w ith  b u ild in g  collections fo r  b lack  
stu d ies. T h e y  c am e  fro m  six teen  sta tes  a n d  th e  
D is tr ic t o f  C o lu m b ia . O n e  sp ecia l lib ra ry  p a r 
tic ip a n t w as fro m  th e  S ch o m b u rg  C o llec tion  o f 
th e  N ew  York P u b lic  L ib ra ry . T w o  school li
b ra r ian s  b u ild in g  b lack  s tu d ies collections p ro 
v id e d  in te re s tin g  v iew po in ts. T h e  se ttin g  w as 
F isk ’s h a n d so m e  n e w  lib ra ry  b u ild in g  w ith  its 
rich  a n d  v a lu a b le  N egro  s tud ies co llec tion  th a t  
in c lu d es  m an u sc rip ts , a rch ives, an d  m ate ria ls  
in  various fo rm s v ita l to  th e  needs o f su ch  an  
in s titu te .

A  d is tin g u ish ed  succession  o f v is itin g  le c tu r
ers su p p le m e n te d  th e  fa c u lty  m em b ers from  
F isk . D u r in g  m y  tw o  d ay s in  a tte n d a n c e  th e  
v is itin g  le c tu re r  w as  D r. A n n e tte  P h in azee , 
d e a n  of th e  lib ra ry  school o f N o rth  C aro lina  
C e n tra l C ollege  in  D u rh a m , w ith  w h o m  I  w as 
h a p p y  to  re n e w  an  a c q u a in ta n c e  d a tin g  back  
severa l years to  th e  tim e  w h e n  w e  w ere  b o a rd  
m em b ers o f  B e ta  P h i M u.

A  H a n d b o o k  fo r  th e  A d m in is tra tio n  o f  S p e 
cia l N egro  C ollections, c o m p iled  b y  M rs. A nn  
A llen  Shockley , A ssociate  L ib ra r ia n  a n d  A sso
c ia te  D ire c to r  o f th e  In s titu te , a n d  B o o ks fo r  
B lack  A m er ica n s  b y  D r. L . M . C ollins, P ro fes
so r o f E n g lish  a t  F isk , w e re  p re p a re d  fo r  th e  
in s ti tu te  p a rtic ip a n ts . T h e y  w ill b e  u se fu l a ids
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fo r  lib ra ria n s  w h o  d id  n o t  h a v e  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  
to  e x p e rien ce  th e  cou rses ta u g h t  b y  th e s e  tw o  
m e m b e rs  o f  th e  In s t i tu te  facu lty . I f  y o u  a re  in 
te re s te d  in  o b ta in in g  copies, w r ite  to  D r. S m ith .

T h e  seco n d  in s ti tu te  I  v is ite d  w as  o n  T ra in 
in g  fo r  Serv ice  in  U n d e rg ra d u a te  L ib ra rie s . I t  
w as  h e ld  a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  C a lifo rn ia , S an  
D ieg o , on  th e  cam p u s in  L a  Jo lla . T h is  w as a  
o n e -w eek  in s titu te , A u g u s t 1 7 -2 1 , a n d  w as d i
re c te d  b y  th e  u n iv e rs ity  lib ra ria n , M e lv in  J. 
V oigt. Jo h n  H a a k , th e  u n d e rg ra d u a te  lib ra rian , 
w a s  a ss is tan t d ire c to r . T h e  th ir ty  p a r t ic ip a n ts  
c a m e  fro m  e ig h te e n  sta tes  w ith  o n e  o b serv er 
fro m  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f B ritish  C o lu m b ia . A ll o f 
th e m  w e re  e ith e r  w o rk in g  in  u n d e rg ra d u a te  l i 
b ra r ie s  o r  p la n n in g  u n d e rg ra d u a te  fac ilitie s  in  
th e ir  lib ra ries . T h e  v is itin g  lec tu re rs , D r. Ire n e  
B ra d e n  H o a d le y , D r. P a tr ic ia  K n ap p , W a rre n  
B. K u h n , a n d  B illy  R . W ilk in so n , as w e ll as th e  
d ire c to r  a n d  asso c ia te  d ire c to r , h a d  p re p a re d  
p a p e rs  w h ic h  w e re  sen t to  th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  p r e 
c e d in g  th e  in s titu te .

M y  th re e -a n d -a -h a lf  day s w ith  th is  g ro u p  
g av e  m e  a n  o p p o rtu n ity  to  b e c o m e  a c q u a in te d  
w ith  th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  ev en  m o re  th o ro u g h ly  
th a n  I  h a d  w ith  th o se  a t  F isk , b u t  a t  b o th  in s ti
tu te s  I  w as  m u c h  im p ressed  w ith  th e  q u a li ty  
o f th e  in d iv id u a ls  a c c e p te d  fro m  th e  g re a t n u m 
b e r  o f  ap p lic a n ts . I  su sp e c t th a t  m a n y  o f  th e m  
g av e  u p  a t  le a s t p a r t  o f th e i r  v a c a tio n  p la n s  fo r  
th is  e n la rg in g  o f  th e ir  p ro fess io n a l ex p erien ce . 
P a rt ic ip a n ts  a t  b o th  in s titu te s  re c e iv e d  a  s t i
p e n d  o f  $75  a  w eek , w ith  a n  a d d it io n a l $ 1 5  fo r 
e a c h  d e p e n d e n t. L iv in g  acco m m o d a tio n s  in  a 
u n iv e rs ity  re s id e n c e  h a ll  fo r  p a r t ic ip a n ts  an d  
th e ir  fam ilies  w e re  p ro v id e d  a t  n o m in a l ra tes . 
N o  re im b u rs e m e n t fo r tra v e l expenses w as  p ro 
v id e d , b u t  th e  ex p e rien ce  o f v is itin g  a  s tra n g e  
c am p u s , see in g  th e  b e a u tifu l n e w  lib ra rie s  a t  
F isk  a n d  N C S D , a n d  m e e tin g  o th e r  lib ra ria n s  
w o rk in g  in  th e ir  a re a  o f in te re s t p ro v id e d  a  r e 
w a rd in g  b u s m a n ’s h o lid ay . ■ a
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