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W a s h i n g t o n  H o t l i n e Lynne E. Bradley

The Museum and Library Services 
Act of 2003, H.R. 13
As w e go to  press, the H ouse Education and 
Workforce Committee will be doing a markup of 
H.R. 13, the Museum and Library Services Act of 
2003 on February 13. This is essentially the same 
proposal introduced in the House last Congress, 
where there was bipartisan (also meaning unani
mous) support in the same committee.

Meanwhile, the Senate continues to w ork on 
its bill. Additional cosponsors are still welcomed. 
If you have not contacted your state’s U.S. sena
tors, please do so and ask them to cosponsor the 
M useum  and Library Services Act. Once both 
houses of Congress pass the legislation there will be 
a conference to negotiate the final bill.

Thanks to all ACRL supporters w ho made calls 
to seek cosponsors for the House and Senate bills. 
At this writing, there are 68 cosponsors of H.R. 13 
and 23 on the Senate version.

Increases for library programs in 
President's FY2004 Budget Request
On February 3, the President’s Budget for FY2004 
was released. The budget was produced by the 
Government Printing Office and is also available 
online at http://www.omb.gov. In early February 
Secretary  Paige announced a 5.6 percent increase 
in proposed funding for programs in the Depart
m ent o f Education, a request in the President’s 
budget for FY2004 of $53.1 billion. Increases 
cited w ere in Title I, IDEA, and Pell Grants.

For FY2004 library program dollars allocated 
under the Institute for Museum and Library Ser
vices, the total w ould  be $207.6 million, while 
the museum program amount would be $34 mil
lion, bringing the total request for both libraries 
and museums to $242 million. The budget pro
poses a $15 million increase in library state grants, 
and a $20 million amount for library recruitment 
from the FY2003 budget request.

The budget docum ent states that, “The Ad
m inistration supports the role o f libraries and 
museums to enhance lifelong learning… ”
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It is a rare occurrence that the budget for 
FY2004 w ould be presented before the comple
tion of the budget for FY2003. The House/Sen
ate conference m eetings on  the rem aining 11 
FY2003 appropriations bills were not completed 
until the first part o f February. Watch for more 
inform ation about these appropriations in 
ALAWON at h ttp ://w w w .a la .o rg /w ash o ff / 
alawon/.

New "Patriot" legislation announced 
by Justice Department
The long-anticipated Justice Department legisla
tion, som etimes called “Patriot Act II,” w as re
vealed on  February 10. Having just obtained an 
unofficial draft, ALA is still reviewing the p ro
posal and its implications for libraries, library us
ers, and others concerned with civil liberties.

ALA Council passes privacy and 
electronic surveillance resolution
On January 29 at the Midwinter Meeting, the ALA 
Council passed the “Resolution on the USA PA
TRIOT Act and Related Measures that Infringe 
on  the Rights o f Library U sers.” Visit our Web 
site at http://www.ala.org/washoff/patriot.html 
for more information.

"Safeguarding Our Patrons' Privacy" 
video now available for purchase
The video kit o f the D ecem ber 11, 2002, tele
conference sponsored by the American Library 
Association, American Association o f Law Li
braries, A ssociation  o f R esearch  Libraries, 
M edical Library A ssociation, and  Special Li
braries Association, provides libraries and their 
governing institutions w ith an  analysis of the 
implications of recent antiterrorism legislation. 
Panelists address key legal issues and policy 
im plications for libraries an d  th e  im pact o f 
legislative and regulatory proposals on  the pri
vacy of library users. W hether you w ere able 
to w atch the teleconference or not, this video
tape is an im portant source to discuss and de
velop privacy policies and  offer local training 
activities on  th e  USA PATRIOT Act an d  re 
lated surveillance and e-privacy issues. For or
d e r in g  in fo rm a tio n  go  to  h t tp : / /w w w . 
arl.o rg /pubsca t/o rder/. ■
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