
760 /  C&RL News ■  October 1999

C o l l e g e  & R e s e a r c h  L i b r a r i e s news

How you can get the results

by Hugh Thompson

A CRL has just com pleted the first year of 
its com prehensive statistics-gathering 
project, serving academic libraries at all 

els throughout the United States and Canada. 
Although the response rate was well below 
100%, the Academic Libraries Trends and Sta
tistics was judged highly successful for a new  
project, with just over 34% of the 3,000 insti
tutions responding to letters their inviting par
ticipation.

W hy is A CR L do ing th is survey?
With a num ber of other library surveys being 
carried out, w hy did ACRL feel that another 
survey was necessary? William Miller, direc
tor o f libraries at Florida Atlantic University 
and chair of the advisory committee for the 
project, said, “Many academic librarians have 
long felt the need  for more current and com
prehensive data about other libraries than was 
easily accessible.”

ACRL was attempting to address several 
issues with its survey. The first was the timely 
availability of library statistics. To shorten the 
compilation time, the data was gathered by 
use of the Web. This reduced both the time 
and the mailing expenses required for both 
ACRL and the respondents. The data was also 
in electronic form as soon as it was gathered 
and thus could be compiled and reformatted 
immediately.

Another issue was to provide data for the 
full range of institutions. Many have felt 

levunderserved by existing surveys, m any of 
which serve limited segments of the academic 
library universe. There was very good repre
sentation in all four Carnegie Classifications 
and, as the survey becomes better know n and 
valued in succeeding years, ACRL hopes that 
participation will increase significantly.

Finally, ACRL plans to  conduct the survey 
on  an annual basis. This will provide current 
data with increased relevance to the various 
research and proposals for w hich it is being 
cited.

How can the results be obtained?
ACRL has pub lished  the survey results in 
tw o formats: CD-ROM and  print. The tra
ditional p ap e r version is in tw o volum es: 
one listing the A ssociate o f Arts Carnegie 
C lassification  an d  th e  o th e r listing  the 
D octoral/M aster’s/B accalaureate classifica
tions. Each lists th e  com plete  data  and  
various sum m ary tables.

The Associate o f Arts volum e (ISBN 0- 
8389-8069-4, 135p.) is $75 ($65 for ACRL 
mem bers) and the Doctoral/M aster’s/Bacca- 
laureate volume (ISBN 0-8389-8070-8, 315p.) 
is $135 ($115 for ACRL members). They can 
be ordered from ALA O rder Fulfillment, 155 
N. Wacker Drive, Chicago, IL 60606; (800)
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545-2433, press 7. The 
CD contains the com 
plete database and an 
extensive capability for 
searching across differ
ent parameters specified 
by the user and numer
ous options for graphi
cal display of selected 
data. It is commercially 
available from Manage
ment Dynamics, 175 N. 
Freedom  Blvd., Provo, 
UT 84601; (801) 371- 
9222.

What is up next?
The data-gathering phase 
for the new  survey is 
planned for November to 
D ecem ber 1999, w ith 
publication of results by 
April 2000. The statistics will cover the fiscal 
year ending around June 30, 1999.

In addition, a num ber of trends questions 
will be added—questions that address cur

rent developments result
ing from new  technology 
or changing conditions in 
the academ ic environ
ment. Trends questions in 
the 1999 survey will in
clude institutional prac
tices with respect to aca
demic or faculty status for 
librarians and questions 
that will identify the to
tal num ber of electronic 
journals to which librar
ies offer access as a re
sult of the various sub
scription services they 
are purchasing.

“We are hoping for a 
significant increase in par
ticipation,” says Miller. “As 
the project continues and 
becom es m ore w idely 

known and valued in future years, additional 
institutions will wish to be included, which 
in turn will enhance the comprehensiveness 
and value of the data.” ■
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Charlemagne (742-814), benefactor, Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris
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I N F O R M A T I O N  I N T E G R I T Y

i n t e l l i g e n t l y  o r g a n iz e d  r e l e v a n t  p u r e  a c c u r a te  c u r r e n t  b a la n c e d  f a i r

In every  world-class library

P E O P L E  M A K E  T H E  D I F F E R E N C E

In the past, it took the likes of kings, 

diplomats or presidents to create a great 

library. Fortunately, times have 

changed.

COMMAND A BIOGRAPHICAL 

R E SE A R C H  C E N T E R  F IT  

FO R KIN G S!

Now you can create a world-class 

biographical research center with the 

Gale Group’s new Biography Resource 

Center. With its remarkable array of 

narrative essays, full-text articles, Web

site links, portraits and more, it’s the 

most comprehensive biography data

base available.

Biography Resource Center features 

current, full-length biographies and 

thumbnail sketches from the best of 

Gale Group databases, plus the only

online access to the complete Marquis 

Who’s Who. Biography Resource 

Center guides users direedy to 1.4 

million full-text articles representing the 

best current commentary from more 

than 250 magazines, journals and other 

periodicals.

EXPAND YOUR REALM WITH 

INFO SU ITES

Your Biography Resource Center sub

scription qualifies you for participation 

in our InfoSuites savings program. 

Subscribe to one or more additional 

databases from a wide selection of 

qualifying Gale Group reference data

bases and save 15% on your entire 

order. To find out more, please call 

your Gale Group Representative at 

1-800-877-GALE.

BIO G RA PH Y  RESO U RCE C EN TER
W e b - s i te  l in k s  F u l l - t e x t  p e r i o d i c a l s  A  w a r d -w i n n i n  g  e s s a y s

GALE G R O U P

C a ll I - 8 0 0 - 8 7 7 -GA L E  f o r  

a f r e e  p r e v i e w .


