
C&RL News •  D ecem ber 2001 /1 1 2 9

N e w  P u b l i c a t i o n s George M. Eberhart

The Atoms of Language: The Mind's Hid
den Rules of Grammar, by Mark C. Baker 
(276 pages, Septem ber 2001), dem onstrates 
that und erly in g  all languages is a basic set 
of universal param eters (am ong them  w ord 
o rder an d  v erb  com plex ity ) com parab le  to 
the atom s in the  period ic  tab le  o f e lem ents 
used by chem ists. Starting w ith the exam ple 
of the  Navajo C ode Talkers, w h o se  tran s
m issions d u rin g  W orld W ar II o f  A llied 
m essages in th e ir native  language  stym ied 
Japanese  cryptographers, Baker show s how  
these  bu ild ing  b locks in teract to  create  the 
in tricacies o f English, M ohaw k, Turkish, 
W elsh, Swahili, an d  m any o th e r form s. A 
u n ique  and  lucid  trea tm en t o f th e  struc
ture and diversity o f language. $28.00. Basic 
Books. ISBN 0-465-00521-7.

Australia: The Complete Encyclopedia
(912  p a g e s ,  S e p te m b e r  
2001) featu res m ore  than
2,000 co lo r p h o to g rap h s , 
de ta iled  m aps, and  e x te n 
sive  d e sc rip tio n s  o f th e  
h is to ry , n a tu ra l h is to ry , 
governm en t, cu ltu re, and  
g eo g rap h y  o f th e  A ustra
lian con tinen t. W ritten by 
a team  of 24 writers, schol
ars, and  scientists, this vo l
um e o ffe rs  a n  in -d e p th  
look at every  reg ion  in the 
country , from  th e  Sydney 
O p e r a  H o u s e  to  th e  
K im berley  in  th e  n o rth ,
A ustralia’s last frontier. In 
fo rm ation  on  m ost m ajor 
to w n s a n d  c ities, p a rk s, 
w ine  reg io n s , a n d  n a tu ra l fe a tu res  w ill 
p rove  useful to a rm chair travelers as w ell 
as stu d en ts  an d  scholars. An acco m p an y 
ing CD-ROM contains all the  tex t an d  im
ages from  the  b o o k  as w ell as som e ex 
tras. $60.00. Firefly Books. ISBN 1-55297- 
543-6.

George M. Eberhart is senior ed ito r o f Am erican  
Libraries; e-mail: geberhart@ala.org

Lee and His Arm y in Confederate  
History, by Gary W. G allagher (295 pages, 
Sep tem ber 2001), docu m en ts the  rem ark 
ab le  faith  that Southern  so ld iers an d  civil
ians had  in  R obert E. Lee, ev en  after the 
fo rtunes o f the  Army o f N orthern  Virginia 
tu rn ed  after G ettysburg. All b u t o n e  o f the 
e igh t essays in this vo lum e are  rep rin ted  
from  G allagher’s o th e r books, bu t they  all 
ex p lo re  th e  co m plex  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw een  
Lee’s cam paigns and  Southern  m orale. The 
essay  w ritten  specially  for this b o o k  ex 
am ines h o w  th e  Lost C ause w ritings o f 
Jubal Early an d  D ouglas Southall Freem an 
p re sen te d  th e  m ilitary defeat o f  th e  b ril
liant Lee against overw helm ing odds as the 
essence  o f C onfederate history, ra ther than  
the  o ften  m essy political and  social tu rb u 
lence  o f the  slaveho ld ing  rep u b lic  an d  its 
pecu lia r institu tion . $29-95. U niversity of 

N o rth  C a ro lin a . ISBN 0- 
8078-2631-6.

M e d ie v a l Y o rk sh ire  
Towns, by G eorge Sheeran 
(212 pages, O c to b er 2001), 
lo o k s  a t a rc h ite c tu re  an d  
to w n  p lan n in g  in the  m ed i
eval tow ns o f Y orkshire in 
th e  n o rth  o f  E ng lan d  and  
h ow  it re flected  the  ch an g 
ing social structures in the 
12th to  the  15th cen turies. 
P ro fu se ly  i llu s tra te d  w ith  
b o th  m o d e rn  p h o to s  an d  
h isto rica l p rin ts , the  b o o k  
sh o u ld  m ake an  instructive 
g u id eb o o k  for arch itec tu re  
s tu d e n ts  p la n n in g  a v isit. 

$20.00. E dinburgh  U niversity (d istribu ted  
by C olum bia U niversity). ISBN 1-85331- 
242-8.

Remarkable Luminous Phenomena in 
Nature, co m p iled  by  W illiam R. Corliss 
(419 pages, O c to b er 2001), is a catalog  of 
geophysical data and  observations that can
no t be  ex p la in ed  read ily  by  prevailing  sci
entific theo ries . T he latest in  the a u th o r’s

mailto:geberhart@aia.org


1130 / C&RL News ■ December 2001

series of catalogs of scien
tific anomalies, this volume 
cov ers  o d d  a tm o sp h e ric  
and m arine lights. Included 
are aurora-like phenom ena 
(auroral odors, transient sky 
brightenings, black auroras, 
and auroral displays corre
lated w ith thunderstorm s, 
earthquakes, and m eteors); 
ball lightning (rod-shaped 
ball lightning, m aterializa
t io n  w ith in  e n c lo su re s ,  
g lobes w ith spikes or di
verging rays); diffuse elec
trical discharge phenom ena 
(u n u su a l St. E lm o’s fire, 
earthquake lights, luminous 
aerial bubbles, and lum i
nous patches on  clouds); 
lightning anomalies (crown

flash , l ig h tn in g  fig u res , 
shadowgraphs, and neutron 
g e n e ra tio n  in l ig h tn in g  
bolts); low -level m eteo r
like lum inous phenom ena; 
low -leve l and  h igh-level 
nocturnal lights; and marine 
p h o sp h o re sc e n t d isplays 
(marine light wheels, under
water lightning, moving and 
stationary phosphorescen t 
bands, and milky sea). Each 
anomaly is rated for the qual
ity of data supporting it and 
the degree to which it can or 
cannot be explained by cur
rent scientific laws. $24.95. 
The Sourcebook Project, P.O. 
Box 107, G len  Arm, MD 
21057. ISBN 0-915554-44-5.

Neustadt, Germany, 1960s. Ball 
lightning hits a tree and fragments 
in to  many smaller balls. From 
W illia m  Corliss, Remarkable 
Luminous Phenomena in Nature.

( “Honoring faculty” continued from page 1067) 
faculty and their families, as well as their deans 
and department heads, attended the recep
tion. The reception was held on a Friday from 
4:30-6:30, and  included w ine and hors 
d ’oeuvres in the Grainger Engineering Library, 
an elegant campus setting.

The provost and the university librarian 
gave brief presentations, and the remaining 
time was spent reviewing the selections and 
talking to faculty about their choices, their 
academic careers, and their aspirations.

This proved to be the only event on cam
pus where the promotion and/or tenure of 
all faculty members was recognized in a public 
way. Both the library and the provost’s office 
received an overwhelming number of posi
tive comments about the process.

The books, statements, and photographs of 
many of the faculty were displayed in bookcases 
for a month in the main hallway of the library.

The cards with the statements were then 
placed in a bound volume into which suc
ceeding years of statements will be placed 
and which will be housed in the University 
Archives.

Faculty response
The faculty w ho took part in this ceremony 
w ere routinely enthusiastic about the event. 
One faculty member noted, “My initial im

pression was that it would be a nice, but 
largely empty, gesture, but students and fac
ulty alike mentioned that they had seen ‘my’ 
book when the lot of them were on display 
in the library. Their remarks were usually the 
beginning of a larger conversation about why 
that book and not something else, about how 
it related to others in the display, and so on. 
So I was wrong; the program clearly did strike 
a chord. Given the chance to pick only one 
book, many of us find it interesting to see 
what is chosen, to match it against the per
son or the field, and to wonder, Are they like 
us, wildly different, not what they appear to 
be, and why?”

Some of the colleges have indicated that 
they are discussing adopting a version of the 
event within the college, with books going di
rectly to the appropriate departmental library.

In this coming year, the event will continue 
with most of the same features as before. It 
has been refined so that there will be a pho
tographer available to obtain photographs of 
the honorees for later use in the library ex
hibit. The library and provost’s office is con
sidering how a keepsake book plate can be 
created for each faculty member participating. 
Based on the response to this program, the 
UIUC Library expects to sustain this tradition 
for many years to come. ■
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Diversity in Libraries The Role and Impact 
Academic Residency Programs of the Internet on Library 
Edited by R aquel V. Cogell and Information Servicesand C indy A. G ruw ell
Forew o rd  b y  E.J. Josey Edited by Lewis-G uodo Liu

Examines how the Internet impacts library Provides personal narratives of participants 
operations such as library administration, of library minority residency programs, 
collection development, cataloging, inter- which are a viable recruitment strategy for 
library loan and document delivery, reference diversity in academic libraries.
services, and bibliographic instruction.

2001 •  208 pages •  0-313-30831-4 •  $62.50
2001 •  352 pages • 0-313-30920-5 •  $64.95

Leadership Immigrant Politics and Administration and the Public Libraryof Successful Edited by Susan Luévano-M olina
Archival Programs

Scrutinizes the correlations between the Edited by Bruce W. D earstyne
recent anti-immigrant period and public 

Defines and explores what it takes to build library usage in immigrant communities. 
and sustain exemplary archival programs 2001 •  208 pages •  0-313-30524-2 •  $52.00
and related programs such as historical 
agencies, libraries, and information centers. 
2001 • 168 pages •  0-313-31575-2 •  $54.00






