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Queen of the South: New Orleans, 1853- 
1862, edited  by Samuel W ilson  Jr., Patricia 

Brady, and Lynn D. Adams (292 pages, N o 

vem ber 1999), consists o f  the d iary  o f  the 

British-born architect Thom as K. W harton 
(1814-62 ), w h o  was responsible for build

ing the huge N e w  Orleans Custom House on  

Canal Street. Though  he had spent his youth 

in the North, Wharton was a committed South

ern loyalist, defend ing states’ rights and rail

ing against the “dem onic” actions o f  the North. 

His narrative is accom pan ied  by sp lendid  

images o f  antebellum N e w  Orleans— photos, 

drawings, engravings— up to the Union o c 
cupation o f  1862. Any N e w  Orleans enthusi

ast w ill find abundant detail and local co lor 

in W harton ’s entries, wh ich  are p receded  by 

th e  “ m e t e o r o l o g y  o f  e a c h  d a y , a n d  

thermometrical observations taken at 9 a.m., 

12 m., and 4 p.m. Fahrenheit’s grade— and 

the instrument p laced in a selected, shady 

place at the o ffice  o f  the N e w  Custom House 

N. Orleans.” $39-95. Historic N e w  Orleans 

Collection, 533 Royal Street, N e w  Orleans, 
LA 70130-2179. ISBN 0-917860-43-8.

The increased popularity o f  diaries and 

reminiscences that lend a personal touch to 

w o r ld  events are sim ilarly represen ted  in 

Margaretta Barton Colt’s Defend the Valley: A 
Shenandoah Fam ily in the C ivil War (442 

pages, June 1999), which  records the letters, 

memoirs, and personal struggles o f  a Virginia 

family from the Union occupation o f  Harper’s 
Ferry (1861) to Appom attox  (1865). A  trade 

paperback reprint o f  a 1994 Crown publica

tion, but w e ll worth  acquiring. $17.95. O x 

ford  University. ISBN 0-19-513237-8.

Another am azing m em oir is Boy Soldier: 
A Germ an Teenager at the N azi Twilight, by 

Gerhardt B. Tham m  (179 p a g e s ,  February 

2000), w h o  recreated a narrative from  the 

wartime diary he kept. Conscripted as a teen

ager by the Germ an Arm y to fight the ad

vancing Russians in the last months o f  the 

war, Tham m  “saw the horrors that no fifteen- 

year-old  b oy  should ever see ” and offers a
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youthful perspective on  the politics and p ro 

paganda o f  Nazi Germany. $29-95. McFarland. 
ISBN 0-7864-0660-7.

Staging Tourism: Bodies on Display from 
Waikiki to Sea World, by Jane C. Desmond 
(336 pages, D ecem ber 1999), argues that cul

tural and natural voyeurism  is a major im 

pulse for certain types o f  tourism. Examining 

the histories o f  Hawaiian hula dancing and 

animal tourism in zoos, aquariums, and ani

mal theme parks, D esm ond writes that v ie w 

ing hula dancers and killer whales reinforces 

perceptions o f  cultural d ifferences betw een  

the observers and the observed— an unusual 

take on w h y  p eop le  travel. $30.00. Univer

sity o f  Chicago. ISBN 0-226-14375-9.

Traditional African Names, by Jonathan 

Musere (401 pages, D ecem ber 1999), p ro 
v ides defin itions fo r  som e 6,000 personal 

names used in nine countries in East and 

Central Africa. The explanations o ffer insight 

into African culture: Some names are derived  

from  proverbs (Garikayi = “Be settled and 

prosperous”), w h ile  others relate to physical 

characteristics (K irom ba = “big navel”)  or con

ditions at or shortly after birth (Siabaswi = 

“fish,” g iven  to a child born w h ile  the mother 

was on  a fishing trip). Names can also asso

ciate a person w ith a particular locality, p ro 

fession, or religion. Musere g ives a pronun

ciation for each name and identifies the eth
nic groups that use it. $65.00. Scarecrow. ISBN 

0-8108-3643-2.

A lso o f  interest for Africana collections is 

the Encyclopedia o f  A frican Peoples, produced 

by Diagram Visual In form ation (400 pages, 

February 2000), wh ich  is an inform ative and 

well-illustrated ethnologica l survey in four 

parts. The first section gives an o ve rv iew  o f  

the history, language, lifestyle, social struc

ture, religion, and culture for all the major 

ethnic groups, w ith  shorter summaries for 

lesser-known ones. The second section looks 

at cultural and historical topics that cut across 

ethnic and national boundaries; many maps, 

timelines, and artifacts accom pany the text. 

Part three is an almanac-style description o f
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each African country, w h ile  part four features 

short b iograph ies o f  about 300 fam ous A fri

cans. This is an excellen t re ference source 

for qu ick ly find ing a short history o f  East A f

rica, locating the Luba peop le , or seeing what 

Tonga  stilt houses look  like. $55.00. Facts on 

File. ISBN 0-8160-4099-0.

When the Sleeper Wakes, by H. G. Wells 
and ed ited  by  Leon  Stover (465 pages, March 

2000), is the fifth in a series o f  texts o f  W ells ’s 

first editions, extensive ly  annotated and ana

lyzed  by  Stover, w h o  argues 

persuasively that the future 

portrayed in the 1899 n ove l 

is in keep ing w ith the author’s 

v is io n  o f  s ta te  s o c ia l is m .

Rather than a dystopian night

m are , th e  w o r ld  that the 

s leeper w akes to in 2100 is a 

social inevitability, in w h ich  

th e  le is u r e  a n d  w o r k in g  

classes have united in on e  

progressive w orld  state w here  

nationalism, religion, and pri

vate property  have been  sub

sumed by a corporate, g lobal 

m o n o l i th .  A l t h o u g h  a 

w o rk e r ’s upris ing b ecom es  

the focal point o f  the plot, the 

o u t c o m e  is a m b ig u o u s  

enough  to question w h ich  side o f  the con 

flict Wells h im self w ou ld  have favored. Sto

ver argues that Wells w ou ld  have b een  on  

the side o f  a neop laton ic  guardian state that 

is too  e vo lv ed  and dynam ic to put up w ith  

individuals w h o  can ’t see the b ig  picture for 

all their petty personal urges. The  annota

tions are filled  w ith  insights into W ells ’s w rit

ings and ph ilosophy as w e ll as parallels w ith 

m odern  corporate multinationalism and ad

vances in technology. $55.00. McFarland & 

Com pany. ISBN 0-7864-0666-6.

Wildlife of Gondwana: Dinosaurs and 
Other Vertebrates from the Ancient Su
percontinent, by Patricia Vickers-Rich and 

T h om as  H ew itt  R ich (304 pages, 2d ed., 

January 2000), is a beau tifu l c e leb ra tion  

o f  foss il d ive rs ity  in the sou thern  su per

con tinen t— m ade up from  Australia, sou th 

ern  A fr ica , An tarctica , Ind ia , and  South 

A m er ica — since the P a le o z o ic  Era. T h e  au

thors su rvey  the natural h istory  o f  v e r te 

brates (fish , am ph ib ians, d inosaurs, m ar

sup ia ls ) that l iv e d  in G o n d w a n a , w ith  a 

particu lar em phasis  on  Australian  fossils. 

First p u b lish ed  in Australia  in 1993, this 

ed it ion  has b een  u p d a ted  to  in c lu de  re 

cen t d iscove r ies . T h e  p h o tog rap h s  are o f  

e x c ep t io n a l quality , and the text o ffe rs  a 

fasc inating  o v e r v ie w  o f  the u n iqu e  g e o l 

o g y  and fauna o f  Australia. $59-95. In d i

ana U n ivers ity . ISBN  0-253-33643-0.

Sc ience  lib raries w il l  a lso w an t to ac 

qu ire  the Encyclopedia o f  Paleontology, e d 

ited  b y  R ona ld  S inger (1,435 

pages, 2 vols ., January 2000), 

w h ic h  d e s c r ib e s  a ll m a jo r  

g rou p s  o f  foss il organ ism s, 

f r o m  a a r d v a r k s  to
 xenarthrans (a rm ad illos , ant- 

j  eaters , and  g ro u n d  s lo th s )

and from  a lgae  to  dinosaurs.

B es id es  entries fo r  the vari- 

j ous foss il taxa, the set also 

con ta in s  essays o n  b io lo g y
 and b eh a v io r , e v o lu t io n a ry  

concep ts , env iron m en t, m or

p h o lo g y , f ie ld  and laboratory  

te c h n iq u e s ,  r e g io n a l  o v e r

v ie w s ,  an d  b io g ra p h ie s  o f  

n o ted  p a leon to log is ts . H e lp 

ful charts, d raw ings , p h o to 

g ra p h s ,  an d  d ia g ra m s  are  

p len tifu l,  and  substantia l b ib l io g ra p h ie s  

f o l l o w  e a c h  e n t r y .  $ 2 8 5 .0 0 . F i t z r o y  

D earborn . ISBN  1-884964-96-6.

As recen tly  as the 1970s, f e w  p a le o n 

to log is ts  w e re  w il l in g  to  a ccep t that the 

mass ex tin ction s  (70%  o f  all s p e c ie s ) o f  

the C re ta ceou s -T e r t ia ry  (K - T )  b ou n d a ry  

cou ld  h ave  b e e n  caused  b y  extraterrestria l 

im pact. But w h e n  e v id e n c e  o f  an an om a

lous am ount o f  ir id ium  w as  d is c o v e re d  in 

K -T  clays, a lo n g  w ith  sh o ck ed  quartz and 

m ic ro scop ic  d iam onds, o p in io n  sh ifted  to 

the l ik e l ih o o d  that the ex t in c tion s  w e re  

caused  b y  a com et o r  asteroid .

The E nd  o f  the D inosaurs: C h icxu lu h  
C ra ter a n d  Mass Extinctions, b y  Charles 

Frankel (223 pages , O c to b e r  1999), tells 

the story o f  the search  fo r  and d is co ve ry  

o f  the im pact crater in Yucatan, and o ffe rs  

a p lau s ib le  scen ario  o f  w h a t must have  

h a p p en e d  to  the earth and its inhabitants 

65 m illion  years ago . $24.95. C am brid ge  

U n ivers ity . ISB N  0-521-47447-7. ■


