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Search engine size wars

Search Engine Watch reports that Google and AlltheWeb are both fighting for the title
of “world’s largest web search index.” AlltheWeb recently increased its database size to
3,151,743,117 Web pages. Google countered soon thereafter with a claim of indexing
3,307,998,701 Web pages. AlltheWeb’s announcement also included notice of ‘several

significant relevance enhancements that will improve the ranking of URLs.”
Chris Sherman, "Google to Overture: Mine's Bigger," http://www.searchenginewatch.com/searchday/artide.php/
3069221. August 27,2003

College Board test results

More students than ever before took the SAT this year: 1.4 million, according to a
recent report by the College Board. Scores for both math and verbal sections were up an
average ofthree points. The proportion of minority students taking the SAT isatan all-

time high of 36 percent.
"SAT® Verbal and Math Scores Up Significantly as a Record-breaking Number of Students Take the Test," http://
www.collegeboard.com/press/article/0,3183,26858,00.html. August 26,2003

Emergency information sources

Television and radio top the listof news sources Americans would use firstin the case
of a terror attack. A Pew Internet Project poll reveals 57 percent of Americans said
they would turn to television first followed by 15 percent for radio. Only 9 percent
would consult news organization or government Web sites first. But 34 percent would

use Web sites as their first or second combined source of news.

"The Internet and Emergency Preparedness: A Joint Survey with Federal Computer Week Magazine," Pew Internet
Project. http://www.pewinternet;org/reports/toc.asp?Report=100. August 31,2003

U.S. education levels

The U.S. Census Bureau released a report from Census 2000 on educational attainment
that said educational levels ofthe U.S. population were the highest they have ever been.
Ofthe 182.2 million people aged 25 and over on April 1, 2000,80 percent had at least

a high school diploma, and 24 percent had completed at least a bachelor’s degree.
"Educational Attainment: 2000." http://www.census.gov/prod/2003pubs/c2kbr-24.pdf. August 2003

Worldwide literacy skills

Finland, Korea, and Hong Kong are among the most literate countries, according to
new results from an ongoing OECD study. The survey of 43 countries also showed that
there is a positive correlation between student pefformance and spending per student.
In general, males perform better in mathematics while females perform better in read-

ing, with mixed results in science literacy skills.

"Literacy Skillsforthe World of Tomorrow: Further Results from PISA2000," http://www.oecd.org/document/49/
0,2340,en_2649_37455_2997873_1_1_1_37455,00.html. July 2003
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books, audiobooks, videos
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THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY’S
MOST IMPORTANT REVOLUTION
HAS JUST BEGUN

The eighteenth century saw what many scholars believe to be
three of the most significant events in world history: the
American Revolution, the French Revolution and the Industrial
Revolution. And now, three centuries later, Gale® is pleased to
announce a “research revolution™ with the introduction of
Eighteenth Century Collections Online. Based on the English Short
Title Catalogue bibliography and sourced from the extraordinary
holdings of the British Library, among others, Eighteenth Century
Collections Online features more than 150,000 printed works —
comprising more than 33 million pages — in essence, nearly
every book published in the United Kingdom or in English
during the period 1701-1800.With innovative search functions
and simple accessibility to material, Eighteenth Century Collections
Online provides new research opportunities not available
anywhere until now.To take part in the eighteenth century's
latest revolution, contact your Gale Representative today.

1-800-877-GALE
www.gale.com
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