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News from the Field
ACQUISITIONS

•  O n e  of th e  w o rld ’s la rg es t M eth o d is t re 
search collections, housed in th e  D r e w  U n iv e r 
sit y  Library, has received a m ajor addition in the  
form of fifty-seven hym nbooks, including a rare 
tune book published by John W esley.

T he gift o f Charles M. H ogate, Jr., of U pper 
M ontc la ir— a D rew  alum nus w ho d irec ts  eco 
n o m ic  p la n n in g  fo r S. B. P en ick  & C o. o f 
Lyndhurst— the collection was assem bled by his 
father, a pastor in the  Southern New Jersey C on
fe re n c e  o f th e  U n ite d  M e th o d is t C h u rc h  for 
thirty-six years, including tw enty-one years with 
th e  congregation in M anasquan.

K enneth E. Rowe, D rew ’s M ethodist librarian 
and ed itor o f the  international M ethodist Union 
Catalog‚ describes the  H ogate collection as “rang
ing from two rare W esley hym nals, including the 
tu n e  book, th rough several cam p m eeting  and an
tebellum  revival hym nbooks and a rare little  Civil 
W ar soldier’s hym nbook, down to 20th century  
revisions.”

The Rev. C harles M. H ogate, S r., who d ied  in 
1950, was a lover of hym n m usic. A native of 
C am den, he  was crippled  from youth by infantile 
paralysis; n ev erth e less  h e  ea rn ed  a law d eg ree  
from T em ple U niversity and rem ained physically 
active through his life, frequently  refereeing  high 
school athletic contests.

•  T h e  a rriv a l o f  th e  firs t m icrofilm  o f  th e  
Spanish colonial Louisiana docum ents, called the 
Papeles de Cuba, is announced by Bobs M. Tusa, 
assistant d irecto r o f L o y o l a  U n iv e r s it y ’s Spanish 
D ocum ents Project.

T h e  p ro je c t’s c u rre n t p hase  o f  m icrofilm ing 
m a n u s c r ip ts  c o n c e rn in g  S p an ish  co lo n ia l 
L ouisiana and  w est F lorida, located  in th e  Ar
chivo G e n e ra l d e  Ind ias in  Sev ille , S pain , is 
u n d e r  th e  d ire c t io n  o f  th e  R ev. C h a r le s  E . 
O ’N eill, S .J ., fo rm e r  p ro fe sso r  o f h is to ry  a t 
Loyola and p resen tly  d irec to r of the  Jesuit His
tory Institu te  in Rome.

T he p ro je c t’s efforts a re  b e in g  fu n d e d  b y  a 
th ree-year g ran t from th e  N ational E ndow m ent 
for th e  H um anities. Also serving as consultant to 
the  m icrofilming project is Paul Hoffinan, profes
so r  o f  h is to ry  a t L o u is ian a  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , 
w h e re  a se co n d  se t o f th e  m icrofilm  w ill be  
housed.

T he recen tly  arrived  m icrofilm  covers legajos 
(b u n d le s  o f  m an u sc rip ts )  n u m b e re d  4 8 8 -5 6 0 , 
w hich  consist o f  econom ic repo rts , pub lic  acts, 
and books of accounts w ritten  during  th e  Spanish 
ru le of Louisiana and covering the  period  1762 to 
1819. At th e  en d  of the  th ree-year p roject, some 
500 ,000  pag es in  500 lega jo s w ill hav e  b e e n

placed in order, enum erated , and microfilmed.
The Papeles de  C uba, so nam ed  because the  

docum ents w ere sto red  in H avana from 1810 to 
1888 b efo re  bein g  tra n sfe rre d  p e rm a n e n tly  to 
Spain, include reports to th e  Spanish crown from 
governors and captains-general, correspondence 
be tw een  dip lom ats, governm ental rep o rts , and 
accum ulations of data. They cover a geographical 
area th a t extends from w est Florida to th e  Rocky 
M ountains and from the  G ulf of Mexico th rough
ou t th e  Mississippi Valley.

The period  of tim e covered  by th e  Papeles de 
C uba , 1762-1827, inc ludes th e  exciting  th re e  
weeks during  N ovem ber and D ecem ber o f 1803, 
w h e n  S pa in  tr a n s f e r re d  its  a u th o r i ty  o v e r  
Louisiana to F rance’s N apoleon, who tw enty  days 
la te r sold th e  Louisiana T errito ry  to P resid en t 
Thomas Jefferson.

T h e  m icro film ed  P a p e le s  d e  C u b a  w ill b e  
housed at the Loyola U niversity L ibrary, in the 
Spanish D ocum ents P ro jec t’s special collection, 
w h ich  a lre a d y  c o n ta in s  th e  p re v io u s ly  m i
c ro film e d  14 0 ,0 0 0  p ag es o f  S an to  D o m in g o  
Papers— Spanish colonial Louisiana m anuscripts 
from 1762 to 1810— in addition to French colonial 
L ouisiana docum ents . T hese  archival m aterials 
may be  consulted weekdays 8 a.m . to 5 p .m .

T he location o f these  microfilm copies in New 
Orleans will facilitate enorm ously th e  research of 
th o se  in te r e s te d  in th e  h is to ry  o f  S p an ish  
Louisiana and h e r relations w ith o th er countries, 
including th e  young U nited  States.

•  T he W ic h it a  St a t e  U n iv e r s it y  L ibrary As
sociates have p re sen ted  th e  D epartm ent of Spe
cial C ollections o f th e  un iversity  library  w ith a 
collection o f rare books and maps related  to the  
early history of Kansas. The la test in a series of 
such gifts from the  L ibrary Associates, the  collec
tion includes m aterial on the  exploration and or
ganization o f th e  Kansas T errito ry , Kansas rail
roads, th e  C herokee N eutral Lands, O sage In 
dian troubles in B arber C ounty, and  th e  slave vs. 
free sta te controversy.

T hree  of the  titles are particularly scarce. T he 
Pro-Slavery Party of th e  Kansas T errito ry’s appeal 
and defense, To the C itizens o f  the United States  
a n d  o f  th e  T e rr ito ry  o f  K ansas. …  (L eav en 
worth: Kansas H erald  p rin t, 1855), which was is
sued following the  “Law and O rd er” convention 
o f 1855 and openly calls for the  estab lishm ent of 
slavery  in th a t te r r ito ry , is o n e  o f only  th re e  
know n cop ies (C h eck  L ist o f  K ansas Im p r in ts  
1854-1876, item  68): Equally  rare  is th e  Circular 
…  a n d  E stim a tes  f o r  the  E x ten sio n  o f  S u r 
veys. … . (Leavenw orth: Conservative p rin t, 1861) 
w ritten  by M ark D elahay, th e  surveyor general 
for Kansas and N ebraska, in which he  argues that 
m ore Kansas land m ust b e  w rested  from Indian
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control and surveyed in o rder to facilitate th e  ex
pected  influx of w hite  se ttlers (C heck List, item  
309). H ow es’ U .S .la n a  (S427) also locates only 
th re e  copies o f R. M. Shoem aker’s R eports o f  
Preliminary Surveys fo r  the Union Pacific Rail
way fro m  Fort Riley to D enver C ity. …  (Cin
c innati: R o b e rt C larke  & C o ., 1866). Tw o in 
teresting  and im portant maps accom pany the  Re
ports.

•  S a n  D i e g o  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  L ib ra ry  ac
q u ire d  th e  p e rso n a l lib ra ry  o f d e c e a se d  Los 
Angeles bibliophile and recluse, Max Amelang. A 
G erm an im m igrant, Am elang in a lifetim e of col
lecting  gathered  m ore than  12,000 volum es and 
2,000 ephem era  item s on all subjects, b u t with 
strong em phasis on G erm an books, especially il
lustrated  books.

This, the  largest single collection of books the  
l ib ra ry  has e v e r  a c q u ire d , c o n ta in s , b e s id e s  
G e rm a n - la n g u a g e  b o o k s, m an y  in  E n g lish , 
French , and o th e r languages. T here  are books on 
G erm an and English lite ra tu re , history, m ilitary 
histo ry , voyages and  travel, costum es, custom s 
and m ores, erotica, art, art history, architecture, 
genealogy, hera ld ry , history o f science, natural 
science, m usic, re lig ion , philosophy, ch ild ren ’s 
lite ra tu re , and o th e r subjects.

P e rh a p s  as m an y  as 3 ,0 0 0  v o lu m es in  th e  
Am elang Collection have been  published  within 
th e  last th irty  years. T here  are m any new  A m eri
can, British, and G erm an books on such d iverse 
subjects as railroads, California, W orld W ar II, 
th e  K orean W ar, postw ar novels, th e  American 
presidency, th e  USSR, politics and governm ent, 
crim e and punishm ent, th e  Pennsylvania D utch , 
secre t services, econom ics, in ternational affairs, 
social developm ents, natural science, and th e  en 
vironm ent.

O v era ll co lle c tio n  c o n ta in s  m o re  th a n  100 
six teen th -cen tu ry  im prin ts , p erhaps 400 seven
teen th -cen tu ry  works, 2 ,000 e igh teen th -cen tu ry  
books, about 3,500 n ineteen th - and about 6,000 
tw entie th -cen tury  books.

•  T he W a y n e  S t a t e  U n iv e r s it y  Libraries have 
received , th ro u g h  th e  generosity  of his family, 
th e  p riv a te  lib ra ry  o f th e  la te  B. B. A shcom , 
who, until his re tirem en t a few years ago, had 
been a  professor of the  university’s Spanish D e
partm ent.

Ashcom’s special field of in te rest was th e  G old
en  Age, and his library  is th a t o f  a productive 
scholar in th e  lite ra tu re , language, and cu ltu re  of 
th a t im portant era. T he collection is distinguished 
b y  a s ig n if ic a n t n u m b e r  o f  s ix te e n th - ,  
seven teen th-, and  e ig h teen th -cen tu ry  im prin ts in 
the  broad area o f his scholarly interests.

D uring  his long ten u re  at W ayne, Ashcom had 
a close and continuing in te rest in developing  the  
library’s collection while he  augm en ted  his own, 
so th e  books p re sen ted  now  by his family form  a 
natural com plem ent to those already part of the 
library.

Ashcom had a particular in terest in the  Spanish 
Comedia  and  especially in its seven teen th - and 
e ig h te e n th -c e n tu ry  re p r in t  p u b lica tio n  in th e  
form known as sueltas. In 1965 he  com piled and 
W ayne S ta te  U niversity  L ib raries p u b lish ed  A 
D escriptive Catalogue o f  the Spanish Com edias 
Sueltas in  the  W ayne S ta te  U niversity L ibrary  
a n d  th e  P riva te  L ib r a r y  o f  P ro fe s so r  B. B. 
Ashcom . O f the  805 en tries in this catalog, m ore 
than  30 p e rcen t w ere  ow ned by th e  com piler. 
These are included  in th e  gift and will be in te 
grated  into th e  library’s own collection, so tha t all 
th e  titles recorded  in th e  bibliography will at last 
stand together in fulfillm ent of Ashcom’s in ten 
tion as expressed  in the  preface to his Catalogue.

GRANTS

•  D u rin g  th e  ALA 102d annual m eeting , in 
Chicago, the  first m eeting  o f the  project GAASP 
(G etting  and A betting Small Press) m et, under 
th e  auspices of th e  U SO E Library Research and 
D e m o n s tra tio n  P ro g ram . T h e  U S O E  p ro je c t 
officer for th is g ran t, #G 007801814 , is H enry  
D rennan. Co-principal investigators for th e  grant 
are Jackie Eubanks (assistant professor, Brooklyn 
College Library) and E lliott Shore (Tem ple U ni
versity Library); the  grant is being  adm inistered  
th rough  T e m p l e  U n iv e r s it y  (Philadelphia), and 
Shore is also serving as project d irec to r th ere  and 
contact person  at the  C ontem porary C u ltu re  Col
lection, T em ple U niversity  Library, Philadelphia, 
PA 19122 (Telephone: [215] 787-8667). This proj
ec t is an outgrow th  of w ork of th e  ALA/SRRT 
Task Force on A lternatives in P rin t (est. 1969) 
and of C O SM EP (C om m ittee o f Small Magazine 
E d ito rs and Publishers, est. 1968). C ontinu ing  
support for the  work has been  offered by Profes
sor Mimi Penchansky (Q ueens College Library, 
for the  Task Force on A lternatives in Print) and 
by R ichard M orris, C O SM EP C oordinator since 
its inception.

T he project, GAASP, is to in troduce the  publi
cations of small presses to college libraries by ex
p erim en tin g  and develop ing  “non trad itional ac
quisition m odels” for four-year colleges selected 
especially for this purpose. The project, funded 
to the  tune  o f $58,387, is also to benefit both li
b ra r ie s  an d  th e  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in d e p e n d e n t  
presses.

In th e  p lanning are  poetry  readings, freebies 
for cooperating libraries, and  personal visits from 
am ong th e  tw elve hu n d red  or m ore m em bers of 
C O S M E P ; add itio n a lly , an im p o rta n t e lem en t 
will be  coordination and cataloging o f m aterials 
added  to th e  O C LC  system  w ith som e alternative 
p rocess ing  th ro u g h  T em p le  U n iversity . T hese  
serv ices w ill b e  a rra n g ed  th rough  p ro je c t staff 
(two to  th ree), th ro u g h  th e  co-principal inves
tigators, o r from am ong the  highly qualified panel 
co n s u ltin g  w ith  th e  p ro je c t . T h e  c o n s u lta n ts  
m eeting  in Chicago June 24-25 included Sanford



Berman (H ennepin  C ounty Library, Minnesota), 
Jam es Danky (State Historical Society o f W iscon
sin), Judy Hogan (poet, and ed ito r o f Carolina 
W ren Press, C arrboro, N orth Carolina), Jawanza 
K unjufu  (T h ird  W orld  P re ss , C hicago), N oel 
P e a ttie  (Sh ie lds L ib ra ry , U niv. o f C a lifo rn ia -  
Davis, ed itor o f SIPAPU/KO NOCTI BOOKS and 
p resid en t o f W estern  In d ep en d en t Publishers), 
Louis Reyes R ivera (Sham al Books, In c ., N ew  
York City, and coordinator, 1978 New York Book 
F air) an d  P a tr ic ia  G lass Schum an  (p re s id e n t, 
Neal-Schum an Publishers).

•  The M edical C en te r L ibrary, U n iv e r s it y  o

S o u t h  F l o r i d a  M ed ica l C e n te r ,  has b e e n  
aw arded a three-year grant by the National Li
brary of M edicine (No. 1 G08 LM03041-01) in 
the  am ount of $118,000 for th e  Tampa Bay M edi
cal Library N etw ork developm ent. The network 
has b een  organ ized  for th re e  years b u t u n d e r 
grant provisions will now have a central office in 
th e  M ed ica l C e n te r  L ib ra ry  s ta ffed  by  tw o 
persons—a librarian and a support person. Some 
of the services offered will be docum ent delivery, 
reference, continuing education, on-site supervi
sion in basic unit libraries as needed. Cataloging 
and preparation of catalog cards will be  provided 
beginning in the  second grant year. T h irteen  in
s t i tu tio n s  a re  in th e  n e tw o rk , in c lu d in g  tw o 
com m unity college libraries and a m ental health  
institute. T he o th er m em bers are hospitals. F red

f

D. Bryant, d irector, Medical C en te r Library, is 
the principal investigator.

•  The P. K. Yonge L ibrary of F lorida History, 
a special collection of the  U n iv e r s it y  o f  F l o r id a  
Library, has received a $127,011 grant from the 
National E ndow m ent for the H um anities to com
p lete a calendar of its Second Florida Spanish P e
riod docum ent holdings. The calendar, begun in 
1974 w ith  funds from  sev era l p riv a te  F lo rid a  
fo u n d a tio n s and  sc h e d u le d  for co m p le tio n  in 
1980, initiates the  first phase of a project through 
which the U.S. Borderlands holdings of th is spe

 cial collection will be  m ade accessible to scholars. 
T h re e  m ajo r c o lle c tio n s , c o n ta in in g  n e a r ly
700,000 pages in microfilm or photostatic copies, 
will be  calendared: T he East F lorida Papers, the 
John B. Stetson Collection, and the Papeles de 
C uba collection. T he docum ents record the so
cial, cultural, political, econom ic, m ilitary, and 
relig ious in vo lvem en t of Spain in th e  F lo rida  
B orderlands p rim arily  d u rin g  th e  years 1783- 
1824.

T he P. K. Yonge L ibrary  of F lo rida H istory 
staff has system atically collected copies of F lorida 
Borderlands m aterial for the  past thirty  years. At 
p re sen t, its U .S. B orderlands holdings are  the  
largest for any specific area in the  U .S ., and the 
c a len d ar’s availability  should  stim u la te  a re a p 
praisal of scholarship already accom plished in the 
field. ■■
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