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G r a n t s  a n d  A c q u i s i t i o n s A n n -C h riste  Young

The Graduate Theological Union (GTU)
has rece ived  a grant o f  $1 m illion  from  the 

W illiam  R. H ew le tt R evocab le  Trust. T h e  grant 

w ill fund the Flora Lam son H ew le tt Library 

Space and T ech n o lo gy  Im provem ents, Phase 

O ne: the installation o f  com pact m oveab le  

sh e lv in g  to  accom m oda te  the exp an d in g  

c o l le c t io n ,  a n d  s p a c e  an d  te c h n o lo g y  

im provem ents, including an electron ic training 

facility and digital read ing room . G T U  is an 

ecu m en ica l and  in terfa ith  con sortiu m  o f  

seminaries, affiliated  centers, and program  

units.

Drake University has received a $500,000
grant from  the G ardner and  F lo ren ce  C ow les  

Foundation  to  restore and ren ovate  portions 

o f  the C ow les  Library w h ich  w as constructed 

in 1937. T h e  restoration  w ill inclu de the m ain 

read in g room , con feren ce  and g rou p  study 

room s, and a n e w  ga llery  fo r  the d isp lay  o f  

specia l co llec tion s  and archival material. T h e  

lib rary w ill a lso  install a w ire less  n e tw o rk  that 

w ill p ro v id e  access th rou ghou t the facility. 

T h e  C o w le s  fam ily  has b een  a b en e factor o f  

the C o w le s  Library fo r  m ore  than 60 years.

The University o f Florida's
B a ldw in  Library o f  H istorical 

Ch ild ren ’s Literature has been  

aw arded  a National Endow m ent 

fo r  the Hum anities grant to  assist 

in  the preservation , cata loging, 

and in creased  accessib ility v ia  

m icro film  and the In ternet o f  

a p p ro x im a te ly  8 ,600  o f  its 

90,000 volu m es. T h e  $381,220 

grant, phase on e  o f  three tw o - 

yea r p rogram  proposals, w ill 

b e g in  w it h  th e  c o m p le t e  

m icro film  p reserva tion  o f  8,600 

v o lu m e s  p u b lis h e d  in  th e  O ne  o f  th e  le tte rs  p e n n e d  by T h om a s Je ffe rso n , w h ic h  can be 
fo u n d  in  th e  c o lle c tio n  a t th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  V irg in ia .U n ited  States and  G reat Britain 

from  1850 to  1869. Subsequent 

pro jects w ill address an add itional 20,000 

vo lu m es  fo r  th e p e r io d  from  1870 to  1910. 

Because this p er iod  saw  ch ild ren ’s literature 

m ake in creased  use o f  c o lo r  in b o o k  covers

and  illustration, w h ich  cannot b e  c on v ey ed  

th rou gh  trad itional p reserva tion  m icrofilm , 

the p ro ject includes a d ig ita l com p on en t fo r  

materials w ith  c o lo r  illustrations.

A c q u i s i t i o n s

The papers and archives o f author Eric
M cC orm ack  h a v e  b e e n  d o n a te d  to  the 

U n iversity  o f  W a te r lo o  (U W ).  H is literary 

w ork s  p rod u ced  o v e r  the last 25 years are 

w e ll-d ocu m en ted  in  the 1.5 lin ear m eters o f  

arch ives o p e n ed  to  researchers. M cC orm ack  

w as born  in Scotland, later em igra ted  to 

Canada, and, since 1970, has b een  teach ing at 

St. J erom e ’s U n iversity  at U W . H e  started his 

ca reer w ritin g  short stories, and, in 1987, his 

first b o o k  Inspecting the Vaults w as released. 

The Paradise M ote l and  The M ysterium  w e re  

re leased  in  1989.

More than 400 items from  the estate of
Am erican  co lle c to r  and  philanthropist Paul 

M ellon  (w h o  d ied  in February 1999) have 

b een  acqu ired  b y  the U n iversity  o f  V irg in ia

(U V ). H is co llec tion  o f  rare books, manuscripts, 

maps, and adases, pertain ing prim arily to 

V irg in ia  and Am erican  history, m ade h im  to 

som e experts  the “greatest Am erican  b oo k



C&RL N ew s  ■  S e p te m b e r 2 0 0 0  / 721

co lle c to r  o f  the secon d  h a lf o f  the 20th 

cen tu ry.” Som e o f  the item s in  the c o lle c tion  

include six letters p en n ed  b y  Thom as Jefferson, 

in clu d ing o n e  con ta in in g his m ost fam ous 

qu ota tion  about slavery; a person a l letter 

w ritten  b y  G e o rg e  W ash ing ton  on  M ay 20, 

1797, to  R evo lu tion ary  W ar G en era l W illiam  

Heath; and  a rare ed ition  o f  Christopher 

C o lum bus’s firsthand account o f  the d iscovery  

o f  the N e w  W orld .

The papers of poet Hannah Weiner (1928-
97) have b een  acqu ired b y  the M andeville  

Special Collections Library at the U n iversity o f  

California in San D iego . W ein e r pub lished  her 

first b o o k  o f  poetry, The M agritte  Poems, in 
1966. W ith  the subsequent pub lica tion  o f  

experim ental journals “c la irvoyan tly” d ictated 

in part, W e in e r established h erse lf as on e  o f  the 

central figures in the language-cen tered  w riting 

o f  the late 1970s and 1980s. Com prised  largely 

o f  materials from  the 1970s and a smaller 

am ount from  the 1990s, the arch ive includes 

notebooks, typescripts, audio-recordings o f  

W e in e r ’s p erfo rm an ces, and  b iog rap h ica l 

docum ents. T h e  n otebooks rich ly illustrate 

W e in e r ’s com positional strategies, as they are 

w h ere  m uch o f  her w ritin g projects first began. 

T h e  typescripts are o f  W e in e r ’s num erous 

small w orks  and talks pub lished  in small press 

m agazines and o f  her m ajor books, including 

C la im oya n tJou m a l(¥ )l5 ), CodePoems(1982), 
and Spoke (1984).

The personal music library of the late Sam
d i Bonaventura, a p ro fesso r o f  m usic at 

G e o rg e  M ason  U n iversity  (G M U ) from  1975 

to  1998, w as  d on a ted  to  G M U . T h e  co llec tion  

in c lu d e s  1 ,100  h a r d c o v e r  b o o k s ,  900 

pap erb ack  b ook s, m usic en cyc lop ed ia s  and 

re fe ren ce  d ictionaries, 1,006 com pa ct discs, 

3,966 records, 2,000 scores, m ore  than 32 

period ica ls , 10 v id eos , m usic n o tebooks , and 

num erous p ages  o f  sheet m usic. T h e  bequ est 

in clu des the b o o k  The Ita lia n  M adriga l, 
in scribed  b y  com p oser W a lter P iston, and 

n e w  ed itions o f  Bach and  M ozart m usic. “T h e  

person a l lib rary consists o f  b oo k s  on  e ve ry  

c on ce iva b le  m usic top ic— sou nd  record ings  

o f  orchestral, chora l, operatic , and  cham ber 

m usic com position s, as w e ll as sheet music 

fo r  v io lin , p iano, cham ber and  voca l w orks, 

am on g  person a l papers and  scrapb ooks,” 

said John Zen elis , un iversity  librarian.

M ore than 30 hours o f videotaped
in te rv iew s  w ith  fo rm er  P res id en t R ichard 

N ix o n  h ave  b ee n  acqu ired  b y  the U n iversity  

o f  G eorg ia  (U G ).  C on du cted  b y  w rite r and 

h istorian Frank G annon , the tapes, va lu ed  at 

$900,000 are b e in g  g iv en  to  U G  b y  R aiford  

C om m u n ica tions, Inc. W h ile  th ere  is an 

ab u n d an ce  o f  f ilm  an d  v id e o  a va ila b le  

fea tu ring N ix o n  in the years p r io r  to  his 

p res idency, h e  m ade re la tive ly  fe w  p os t

resignation  te le v is ion  appearances. Tak in g  

p lace  nearly a d ecad e  after N ix o n ’s resignation, 

th e G an n on  in terv iew s w e re  con d u cted  in 

fou r g rou ps o f  tw o - and  th ree-day sessions 

spread  o v e r  seven  m onths. Each tw o -h ou r 

in te rv iew  w as o rga n ized  around a specific  

top ic, in clu d ing V ietnam , China, the Soviet 

U n ion , the M idd le  East, the W aterga te  scandal 

and  N ix o n ’s resignation  as president, U.S. 

d om estic  p o lic ies , U.S. presidents, fo re ign  

leaders, and  N ix o n ’s re flec tion s  o n  his career. 

A  sense o f  trust ex is ted  b e tw e en  N ix o n  and 

G annon , a fr ien d  and fo rm er em p lo yee , 

a llo w in g  N ix o n  to  b e  m ore  cand id  than he 

w as in any o th er in te rv iew  setting.

The collection of Judge James W. M.
Harris has b een  purchased  b y  the D igita l L i

brary and  A rch ives  (a  unit o f  U n iversity  L i

braries at V irg in ia  P o ly tech n ic  Institute and 

State U n ivers ity ) w ith  support from  a grant 

b y  the G e o rg e  R. W allace  Foundation . A fte r 

evacu atin g his fam ily  and  their s laves from  

th e ir p lan ta tion  in  V icksbu rg, M ississipp i, 

Harris b ecam e  an au d itor in the C on fed era te  

Post O ffic e  D epartm ent and Treasury in R ich

m on d , V irgin ia. M ore  than 120 letters have 

su rv ived  from  this “go o seq u ill w a rr io r” w h o  

co rresp on d ed  h ea v ily  w ith  his fa m ily  and 

business associates from  M ay 1863 to  Janu

ary 1865. Harris a lso  v is ited  his brother, G en 

era l Nat Harris, at n earby battlefie lds, and 

d ocu m en ted  this aspect o f  the A m erican  C ivil 

W ar th rou gh  draw ings and m aps o f  encam p

ments. T h e  co lle c tion  includes his w i fe ’s and 

her m o th er ’s p o c k e t d iaries, d ocu m en tin g  

their s laves ’ nam es, sh oe  sizes, and the like. 

A d d ition a l letters reco rd  his return to  la w  

practice and his attempt to  b ecom e  govern or 

o f  the W ashington Territory. See http://spec.lib. 

vt.edu/mss/ms2000-085index.htm l. ■
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