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N e w  P u b l i c a t i o n s George M. Eberhart

The Battle o f New Orleans, by Robert 
V. Remini (226 pages, Sep tem ber 1999), ex 
am ines in detail A ndrew  Jack so n ’s 1815 vic
tory  a t C halm ette  that, accord ing  to  th e  a u 
thor, “h e lp e d  define  th e  cou n try ” a n d  m ade  
Jackson  into a  heroic personification o f Ameri
can  dem ocracy. T he details o f that victory 
a re  re c o u n te d  by  n o te d  J a c k so n  sc h o la r  
Remini, w h o  gives n e w  significance to  the  
final days o f the  W ar o f 1812. $24.95. Viking. 
ISBN 0-670-88551-7.

The Electric Chair: An Unnatural Am eri
can History, by Craig B randon  (279 pages, 
O ctober 1999), reveals the  electric chair’s ori
gins in th e  rivalry b e tw ee n  T hom as Edison 
an d  G eorge  W estinghouse  fo r u rb an  electri
fication contracts w o rth  m illions o f  dollars in 
the  1880s. D esp ite  its in ten d ed  u se  as a  m ore 
h u m an e  form  o f  ex ecu tion  th an  hanging , the 
chair has h a d  its share  o f  inh u m an e  m isfires 
an d  m ost states have  sw itched  to  lethal injec
tion. B randon  tells th e  story o f  th e  d ev elo p 
m en t a n d  m alfunctions o f  this d read  device. 
$39.95. M cFarland. ISBN 0-7864-0686-0.

T he Encarta W orld Eng lish  Dictionary, 
A nne H. S o u k h an o v , U.S. g e n e ra l e d ito r  
(2,075 p ag es , A ugust 1999), seem s to  b e  
M icrosoft’s an sw er to  th e  A m e rica n  H eritage  
D ictionary, w hich  burst u p o n  th e  scen e  in 
1969 as an  island  o f re levance  in a  sea  o f 
pedan tic , un ab rid g ed , a n d  poorly  u p d a ted  
dictionary  d inosaurs.

C ertainly o n e  expects a M icrosoft-spon
so red  dictionary  to  have  an  ad eq u a te  n u m 
b e r o f  n e rd  w ords an d  slang, an d  it does; 
abb rev ia tio n s, p ro p e r  n o u n s , a n d  fam ous 
p e o p le  a re  also w ell-represented . Perhaps the 
m ost striking feature  is its u se  o f “qu ick  defi
n itions” that a p p ea r in b o ld  sm all capital let
ters for w ords that have m ore th an  o n e  m ean 
ing. I fo u n d  this annoy ing  at first becau se  o f 
the  repetition , b u t it p ro v ed  a helpfu l visual 
aid  w h en  I lo o k ed  a t en tries w ith  30 differ
en t m eanings. An oddity  that I h av en ’t g o tten
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u se d  to  is its p ro n u n c ia tio n  system , w h ich  is 
hom egrow n  an d  no t the  familiar In ternational 
Phonetic  A lphabet fo u n d  ev ery w h ere  else.

Like m ost o th e r M icrosoft first releases, 
this o n e  h as bugs. M any o f  th e  illustrations 
a re  su b standard . T ypos a n d  m isstatem ents 
exist, th o u g h  no t in profusion. M any defini
tions have  b e e n  sim plified, w h ich  w orks in 
so m e cases an d  n o t in o thers. Its “w o rd  k ey ” 
annotations an d  synonym  lists seem  random ly 
selected . T he ra tionale  for includ ing  p ro p e r 
n o u n s  is m urky— w hy, fo r exam ple, is Fort 
Sum ter N ational M onum ent listed  b u t no t 
G ettysburg  N ational Military Park? T he e ty 
m olog ies a re  tru n ca ted  a n d  d o  no t inspire 
confidence. Most annoying  is M icrosoft’s tout
ing o f this as a “w o rld  English” dictionary  
(“English as it is u sed  in all its varieties a round  
th e  E nglish-speaking w o rld ”). W hy th en  are 
there  com ple te ly  different U K /E uropean  and  
A u stra lian  ed itio n s?  O n ly  re la tiv e ly  w ell- 
k n o w n  British w ords are  given in th e  Am eri
can  edition , m aking  it in ad eq u ate  for trans
lating m any  M onty P y thon  sketches. A nyone 
can  find  o th e r specific qu ibb les.

As an  ed ito r a n d  w riter, I w o u ld  no t u se  
this d ictionary  as a first choice. H ow ever, its 
m ost ap p ro p ria te  au d ien ce  m ay  w ell b e  ESL 
stu d en ts  o r  o thers w h o  are  learn ing  to  com 
m unicate  an d  acquire  a  b ro a d er vocabulary. 
(This includes m any  college s tuden ts .) Its in 
c lusion  o f p ro p e r n o u n s  w ill benefit th e  En
g lish-language lea rn er w h o  w o u ld  o therw ise  
n e ed  a b iographical dictionary, atlas, an d  one- 
volum e encyclopedia— not to  m ention  a slang 
dictionary an d  pop-cu ltu re  h an d b o o k — to get 
th ro u g h  o n e  issue o f Newsweek.

P erhaps th e  Encarta cach et will ev en  b e  
th e  lure that will d raw  W ebheads aw ay  from  
th e ir  m o n ito rs  lo n g  e n o u g h  to  red isco v er 
print. If that’s the  case, then  m ore w o rd  p ow er 
to them . $50.00. St. M artin’s Press. ISBN 0- 
312-22222-X.

C o m pared  to  Encarta, th e  n e w  10th ed i
tion  o f th e  C oncise O xford  D ictionary, e d 
ited b y  Ju d y  Pearsall (1666 pages, Septem 
b e r 1999), seem s sta id  an d  stuffy, w ith  n o  
illustrations a n d  a n  A nglocentric focus. T he 
d u s t  ja c k e t  p ro c la im s  th is  “th e  w o r ld ’s
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favourite dictionary,” w hich  tells you  som e
thing. O n  th e  p lus side, th e  typography  has 
im proved since th e  9th edition  (1995) an d  the 
O xford  im prim atur is still reassuring. It even  
has a few  cuss w ords and  slang, though it sadly 
lacks the  ubiquitous adverbial “w hatever” used  
by  Am erican teens. (Encarta defines it.) $29-95. 
O xford  University Press. ISBN 0-19-860287-1.

The Islam ic Threat: M yth or Reality?  
by  Jo h n  L. Esposito  (328 pages, 3rd ed ., O c
to b e r  1999), u p d a te s  th e  a u th o r ’s 1992 
d eco n stru c tio n  o f  th e  m yth  o f  a  u n ited  m ili
ta n t Islam . N ew  sec tio n s  o n  th e  T aliban , 
K osovo, O sam a b in  Laden, a n d  in ternational 
te rro r ism  in  th e  1990s a re  in c lu d e d , b u t  
E sposito’s basic them e rem ains the  sam e: The 
W est n eed s to  b e tte r u n d e rs tan d  th e  history 
a n d  re a litie s  o f  th e  M uslim  
w o rld  a n d  recognize  th e  d iver
sity an d  th e  m any  faces o f  Is
lam . A w ide-rang ing  an d  fair 
treatm ent. $16.95. O xford  Uni
v e r s i ty  P re s s .  ISB N  0 -1 9 -  
513076-6.

Life on Wheels: For the Ac
tive  W heelchair User, by 
G ary  K arp  (549 p a g es , Ju ly  
1999), w as w ritten  for anyone 
w h o  is using  a w heelchair and  
w h o  w ants to m ake the  best o f 
it. Karp, w h o  has b een  parap le
gic for 26 years, looks at the  rehabilitation pro
cess, access, h o w  to  stay healthy, h o w  to  se
le c t  a w h e e lc h a ir ,  in tim ac y , le g is la tio n , 
recreation, education, an d  em ploym ent. Those 
w h o  find them selves new ly d isabled  will es
pecially benefit, an d  academ ic libraries with 
studen ts w h o  are  w heelchair-bound  should  
have this tho rough  and  up-to -date  guide on  
hand. $24.95. O ’Reilly and  Associates. ISBN 1- 
56592-253-0.

N orthern Flights: Tracking the Birds 
and Birders o f M ichigan ’s Upper Pen
insula, by  Sheryl D e V ore (152 pages, Ju ly  
1999), g o es b e y o n d  th e  typical field gu ide 
a n d  cap tu res th e  ad v en tu re  o f b irdw atch ing  
o n  th e  UP. D e V ore describes th e  rom ance  
o f  b a n d in g  h aw k s a n d  ow ls, lis ten ing  fo r 
loons, reco rd ing  w arb lers, a n d  cliff-climbing 
in  search  o f  pe reg rin e  nests. An en v iro n m en 
talist as w ell as a b irder, sh e  m akes M ichigan

above  th e  m itten  com e alive w ith  b irdsong . 
$12.00. M ountain  P ress Publish ing, 1031 S. 
Third  Street W est, M issoula, MT 59806. ISBN 
0-87842-400-8.

Notable W omen in Am erican History, 
by Lynda G. A dam son (450 pages, Septem ber 
199 9 ), o f fe r s  b r i e f  b io s  a n d  a n n o ta te d  
b iobibliographies o f 500 w o m en  w h o  have 
ach ieved  recognition in 116 fields o f  endeavor 
(no  librarians, how ever). A dam son consciously 
m ade the  decision  to  cut back  o n  the  num ber 
o f  actors, authors, an d  entertainers in favor o f  
o th er w o m en  w h o  have achieved w orthy  rec
ognition  by their peers. This b o o k  is ap p ro 
p ria te  fo r  u n d e rg ra d u a te  c o lle c tio n s  as a 
b row ser o r for referral to o th er sources. $49.95. 
G reenw ood. ISBN 0-313-29584-0.

V isions o f the West, ed ited  
b y  M e lissa  B a ld r id g e  (3 2 0  
pages, O c to b er 1999), sh o w 
cases the  W estern  art collection 
o f  th e  H o u s to n -b a se d  T orch  
E nergy  A dvisers, o n e  o f  th e  
largest corporate  art collections 
in th e  U nited States. Assem bled 
o v er 35 years b y  T orch  ex ec u 
tive J. P. Bryan, th e  collection  
is rich in T exana, In d ian  tex 
tiles, a n d  M exican religious art. 
E ach o f  th e  ten  chap ters  offers 
c o m m e n ta ry  o n  to p ic s  th a t 

range  from  m issionary-led  In d ian  co m m uni
ties a n d  M exican fiestas to cowgirls, spurs, 
an d  firearms. Especially interesting is the  es
say by El Paso M useum  o f Art D irector Becky 
D uval Reese o n  “T he Search for T exas,” w hich 
exam ines h o w  T exas artists have dep ic ted  the 
state  from  1850 to  1950. Libraries w ith  a W est
ern  focus will w a n t to  a d d  th is w ell-illus
tra te d  v o lu m e  to  th e ir  co llec tio n . $60.00. 
G ib b s  Sm ith , P .O . B o x  667, L ay ton , UT 
84041. ISBN 0-87905-854-4.

O ffering an o th er v iew  o f the  Am erican 
W est is W illiam  H enry  Jackson: F ram ing  the  
Frontier, b y  D ouglas W aitley (217 pages, Ju n e  
1999), a b iography  o f  the  p io n eer pho togra
p h e r w h o se  stunning  ph o to s o f  the  Rockies, 
Y ellow stone, Yosem ite, M esa Verde, an d  the  
Tetons in the  1870s captured  the public’s imagi
nation. More than  100 photographs accom pany 
th e  w e ll-research ed  text. $36.00. M ountain  
Press Publishing. ISBN 0-87842-381-8. ■




