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W a s h i n g t o n  H o t l i n e Lynn E. Bradley

The facts, ju st the facts: A n update on 
database leg islatio n
Like d e te c tiv e s  o n  th e  o ld  D ra g n e t  te le v i
s io n  sh o w , m an y  lib ra ry  u se rs  w a n t  “th e  
facts, ju st th e  fa c ts .” As lib ra rian s , w e  try  
to  re s p o n d  w ith  all th e  facts, in fo rm a tio n , 
a n d  d a ta  w e  c a n  f in d  fo r  a n y  re q u e s t.

B ut so o n  lib raries, a n d  th e  b ro a d e r  co m 
m u n ity  o f  lib ra ry  u se rs  a n d  re se a rc h e rs , 
c o u ld  f in d  th a t g e ttin g  “ju st th e  fa c ts” w ill 
b e  e x tre m e ly  d ifficu lt— if n o t  e x p e n s iv e  o r 
im p o ss ib le — if a  b ill c u rre n tly  b e fo re  th e  
U.S. H o u se  o f  R e p re sen ta tiv e s  p asse s .

As w e  g o  to  p re ss , ALA h a s  b e e n  a d 
v ised  th a t H o u se  c o n g re ss io n a l le a d e rs  w ill 
b r in g  a p ro b le m a tic  d a ta b a s e  b ill, H.R. 
3 5 4 — th e  C o l le c t i o n s  o f  I n f o r m a t io n  
A n tip iracy  Act, in tro d u c e d  b y  Rep. H o w ard  
C o b le  (R -N orth  C a ro lin a )— to  th e  H o u se  
f lo o r fo r a v o te  in  O c to b e r  o r  e a r ly  N o 
v e m b e r. T h e  lib ra ry  c o m m u n ity  is w o rk 
in g  h a rd  to  d e fe a t th is  b ill or, a t th e  v e ry  
least, p o s tp o n e  H o u se  ac tio n .

W ith o u t  a n  im m e d ia te  a n d  s t r o n g  
g ra ss ro o ts  re s p o n s e  to  fig h t H.R. 354, th e  
A m erican  p u b lic  s ta n d s  to  lo se  b asic , lo n g 
s ta n d in g  p u b lic  a cc ess  to  facts.

ALA a n d  a b ro a d  ra n g e  o f  o th e r  a llies  
( in c lu d in g  v irtu a lly  e v e ry  m ajo r n a tio n a l 
lib ra ry  a n d  e d u c a tio n a l o rg a n iz a tio n , th e  
A m erican  A sso c ia tio n  fo r th e  A d v an cem en t 
o f  S c ien ce , th e  N a tio n a l R esea rch  C o uncil, 
th e  In fo rm a tio n  T ec h n o lo g y  A sso c ia tio n  o f 
A m erica , AT&T, D u n  & B ra d stree t, a n d  th e  
se v e ra l h u n d re d  c o m p a n ie s  o f  th e  C o m 
m erc ia l In te rn e t  E x ch a n g e ) h a v e  e m p h a 
s iz e d  th e  n e g a tiv e s  in h e re n t  to  H.R. 354 
a n d  a d v is e d  c o n g re ss io n a l re p re se n ta tiv e s  
th a t  b r in g in g  th is  “m assiv e ly  sk e w e d ” b ill 
to  a f lo o r  v o te  so  la te  in  th e  se ss io n  w ill 
c a u se  m ajo r p ro b lem s.

H.R. 354 w o u ld , fo r  th e  first tim e , p r o 
tec t fac ts  a n d  a llo w  a p ro d u c e r  o r  p u b 
lish e r  u n p re c e d e n te d  c o n tro l o v e r  u se s  o f  
in fo rm a tio n . T h e  b ill is a  fa r- re a c h in g ,
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o v e r ly  b r o a d  p ie c e  o f  le g is la t io n  th a t  
w o u ld :

•  a llo w  a p ro d u c e r  o r  p u b lis h e r  u n 
p re c e d e n te d  c o n tro l o v e r  th e  u se s  o f  in 
fo rm atio n , in c lu d in g  d o w n s tre am , tran sfo r
m ativ e  u se  o f  facts a n d  g o v e rn m e n t w o rk s  
in  th e  c o llec tio n ;

•  p ro te c t  fa c tu a l in fo rm a tio n ; a n d
•  p ro v id e  for, in  e ffec t, p e rp e tu a l  p r o 

tec tio n  o f  a  co llec tio n — at least fo r d y n am ic  
c o m p ila tio n s  in  e le c tro n ic  fo rm — d e sp ite  
th e  a d d itio n  o f  lan g u a g e  th a t se e k s  to  rem 
e d y  th is  p ro b lem .

In s te ad , ALA a n d  its c o a litio n  a llies s u p 
p o r t  H.R. 1858— th e  C o n su m e r a n d  In v e s
to r  A ccess to  In fo rm a tio n  Act o f  1999—  
in tro d u c e d  b y  R eps. T om  B liley  (R-Vir
g in ia ), J o h n  D ingell (D -M ichigan), a n d  sev 
e ra l o th e rs . H.R. 1858 str ik es  th e  rig h t b a l
a n c e  b e tw e e n  p ro te c tin g  a g a in s t  p irac y  
w h ile  p e rm ittin g  leg itim a te  a cc ess  to  a n d  
u se  o f  in fo rm a tio n .

F o r m o re  th a n  200 y e ars , th e  in fo rm a 
tio n  p o lic ies  o f  th is  co u n try  h a v e  p ro te c te d  
c re a tiv ity , n o t  fa c tu a l in fo rm a tio n . T h is  
p o lic y  h as  se rv e d  u s  e x tre m e ly  w e ll, a l
lo w in g  lib ra rie s  a n d  e d u c a tio n a l  in s titu 
tio n s , a n d  th e  c o n s t itu e n c ie s  th e y  se rv e , 
to  f lo u rish . A ccess to  in fo rm a tio n  sp u rs  
n e w  b u s in e ss , n e w  re se a rc h , a n d  c rea tiv e  
e ffo rts  o f  m an y  ty p es .

ACRL m e m b e rs  c an  p lay  a n  im p o rta n t 
a n d  v ita l ro le  as a d v o ca te s . C h eck  o n  th e  
la te s t s ta tu s  o f  H.R. 354 o n  th e  ALA W eb 
site  a t h t tp : / /w w w .a la .o rg /w a s h o f f / . Call 
o r  w rite  y o u r  H o u se  re p re se n ta tiv e s . A sk 
th e m  to  s to p  th is  b ill a n d  p re se rv e  fa ir u se  
a cc ess  to  d a ta b a se s .

A d a ta b a se  d a ta  c o a litio n , o f  w h ic h  ALA 
is a ffilia ted , a t h t tp : / /w w w .d a ta b a s e d a ta . 
o rg , h a s  su m m arie s  a n d  c o m p a r is o n s  o f  
th e  b ills.

F o r fu r th e r  in fo rm atio n , o r  to  sh a re  y o u r 
le tte r  a n d  th e  r e sp o n se s  y o u  re c e iv e  from  
y o u r  re p re se n ta tiv e s , p le a se  c o n ta c t ALA’s 
M iriam  N isb e t o r  L ynne  B rad ley  a t (800) 
941-8478 o r  e -m ail:m n isb e t@ alaw ash .o rg  
o r  lb rad ley @ alaw ash .o rg . ■
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