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C o l l e g e  & R e s e a r c h  L i b r a r i e s news

Providing endless cultural programming opportunities

by Pamela A. Goodes

C o llege a n d  un iversities hav e  long  b e en

a c learinghouse  for libraries seek in g  h u 
m anities scholars in a variety o f fields to s

as d iscussion  lead ers  fo r p ro g ram s g eared  
for ad u lt aud ien ces. In a n  e ffort to  p ro m o te  
their ro le  as a  cu ltu re  center, m any  academ ic 
libraries a re  increasing ly  b eco m in g  p a rt o f
the  action  by hosting  cultural p rog ram m ing  
for th e  public  in con junction  w ith ALA’s trav
eling  ex h ib itio n  program .

T he traveling  exh ib ition  program , ad m in 
iste red  by th e  ALA Public  P rogram s Office, 
has g ro w n  stead ily  du rin g  th e  p ast decad e. 
T he ex h ib itio n s serve as a focus for library- 
b a sed  public  program s, such  as lectures, film 
series, b o o k  d iscussions, concerts , a n d  e d u 
cational activities fo r stu d en ts  in local co m 
m unities. T h ey  a ttract au d ien ces o f  all ages 
a n d  are  th e  focus o f  com m unity -w ide  a tte n 
tion. E xhib itions in lib raries stim u la te  the  
p u b lic ’s in te rest in th e  w o rld  o f  ideas. T hey 
are no t ends in them selves, bu t starting points 
for substantive program m ing, discussion, and 
study.

O n e  goal o f ALA exhib itions is to  e n co u r
age  v isitors to  go  b e y o n d  th e  im ages a n d  to  
e x p lo re  exh ib itio n  th em es in o th ers  a reas o f
th e  library co llection , w ith  th e  h e lp  o f  p ro 
gram s an d  b ib liographic  aids o ffered  by host 
libraries. A re la ted  goal is to  h e lp  libraries 
s tren g th en  th e ir ro le  as a n  in te llectual fo 
rum  a n d  cen tra l cultural a n d  ed u ca tio n a l in 
stitu tion  in th e  com m unity .
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E xhibitions a re  d e v e lo p ed  in co o p era tio n  
w ith  cu rato rs a n d  staff o f  p a rtn e r cultural 

rve in stitu tions a n d  are  b a se d  o n  th e  co llections 
a n d  m ajo r ex h ib itions o f  th o se  institu tions, 
b ring ing  ideas a n d  im ages to  a b ro a d  n a 
tional a u d ie n ce  th ro u g h  local libraries. Most 
o f  th e  fu n d in g  fo r ALA exh ib itions is p ro 
v id ed  by  th e  N ational E ndow m ent fo r the  
H um anities (NEH).

E xhibition  top ics have  co v ered  su ch  is
su es as th e  Ja p a n e se  A m ericans a n d  th e  U.S. 
C onstitu tion , th e  m usic o f  D u k e  Ellington, 
th e  C ongress o f  th e  U nited  States, th e  m ak 
ing  o f  th e  federa l constitu tion , a n d  cen so r
sh ip  in libraries.

C urren t ex h ib itio n s a re  “T he Jazz  Age in 
Paris: 1914-1940,” n o w  traveling  to  28 d e s
ig n a te d  p u b l ic  a n d  a c a d e m ic  l ib ra r ie s  
th ro u g h  F eb ru a ry  2001, “T h e  F ro n tie r  in 
A m erican C u ltu re ,” an d  “T he M any Realm s 
o f  King A rthur.”

M eeting the requirem ents
All traveling  ex h ib itions co m p rise  freestan d 
ing pan els  a rran g ed  in them atic  sec tions an d  
req u ire  app ro x im ate ly  1,500 sq u are  feet for 
o p tim u m  d isplay . Libraries m ust no t charge  
fees to  v iew  th e  exh ib ition . Exhibitions m ust 
b e  o p e n  to  th e  public . H ost libraries a re  re
q u ired  to  d isp lay  ex h ib itions ap p ro p ria te ly  
in a m in im um -security  en v ironm en t. Mini
m um  security  m ean s th a t w h e n  th e  library 
is o p e n  to  th e  public , th e  ex h ib itio n  sh o u ld
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be  m o n ito red  b y  an  au th o rized  library staff 
m em b er as freq u en tly  as is reaso n ab le  for 
th e  library, b u t at least every  ha lf-h o u r d u r
ing  p e ak  use  tim es, an d  ho u rly  a t less busy  
tim es.

L ibraries are  re q u ire d  to  e n su re  equal 
access to  th e  exhibition  for th e  disabled. Sug
gestions include providing space  for w h eel
chairs, p reparing  large-print versions o f p u b 
licity m aterials an d  program  handouts , offer
ing signed  tours an d  signing at exh ib ition  
program s, p roviding aud io tape  o f exhibition  
text, an d  m aking library staff m em bers avail
ab le  to  w alk  th o u g h  th e  exh ib it w ith  p eo p le  
in w heelchairs an d  the  visually im paired.

How to  ge t involved
T here  a re  tw o  w ays academ ic  libraries can  
h o st an  ALA traveling  exh ibition .

The Eau Claire High School Band 
at Columbia College in South Carolina.

First, libraries can  subm it an  application 
for an  upcom ing exhibition for a six-week loan 
period. Selected libraries pay no  fees for the 
exhibition or for sh ipping and  insurance. An 
expense-paid  sem inar brings together all site 
coordinators before  the  to u r for orientation to 
exhibition them es and  p lanning of local p ro 
gram m ing. L ibraries rece iv e  p o ste rs , b ro 
chures, pub lic ity  packets , read in g  a n d  d is
cussion  them e m aterials, an d  o th er p rogram 
m ing  an d  ed u ca tio n a l resources. B anners, 
v id eo  p resen ta tio n s, a n d  in teractive v ideo  
program s travel w ith  som e exhibitions.

Selected  libraries m ust com m it to  h o st
ing a n  o p e n in g  recep tio n  fo r th e  exh ib ition , 
p ub lic  p rogram s asso c ia ted  w ith  exh ib ition  
them es, and , in som e instances, p re p a re  an  
o u treach  p lan  to  n e w  a n d  u n d e rse rv ed  li
b rary  au d iences. A d ed ica ted  staff m em b er

is re q u ire d  to  co o rd in a te  th e  e x h ib itio n  a n d  
to  a tte n d  th e  p la n n in g  sem inar. L ibraries 
m u st p ro v id e  a n  o v e rv ie w  o f  c rea tiv e  p u b 
lic p ro g ram s re la te d  to  th e  e x h ib itio n  a n d  
h a v e  th e  re so u rc e s  a n d  c o m m u n ity  s u p 
p o rt  to  su ccess fu lly  carry  th em  ou t.

T h e  P u b lic  P ro g ram s O ffice is n o tif ied  
o f  g ran t p ro p o sa l a p p ro v a ls  fro m  th e  NEH 
a ro u n d  Ju ly  o f  e ac h  year. In te re s te d  in d i
v id u a ls  sh o u ld  k e e p  a b re a s t o f  th e  P ub lic  
P ro g ram s O ffice ’s W eb site  o r  su b sc r ib e  to 
th e  d iscu ss io n  list fo r u p d a te d  in fo rm ation .

S eco n d , in te re s te d  lib ra rie s  a lso  hav e  
an  o p p o rtu n ity  to  h o st ex h ib itio n s fo r eigh t- 
w e e k  ru n s  fo r a  o n e -tim e  fe e  th a t in c lu d e s  
sh ip p in g  a n d  in su ra n ce . T h e  fee  in c lu d e s  
su p p le m e n ta ry  m ate ria ls  spec ifica lly  p a c k 
a g e d  to  h e lp  lib ra ries  p ro m o te  th e  e x h ib i
t io n  a n d  p ro g ra m m in g  su g g e s tio n s . T h e  

fee -b a se d  e x h ib itio n s  h av e  co m p le te d  
th e  in itial tour.

Use y o u r re so u rce s
M ost acad em ic  lib ra ries  h av e  u n iq u e  
c o lle c tio n s  a n d  loca l h is to ry  re la te d  
to  e x h ib itio n  th em e s. F o r ex am p le , 
th e  u n iv e rs ity  lib ra ry  a t In d ian a  U ni
v e rsity  P u rd u e  U n iversity  In d ia n a p o 
lis w ill u se  o rig in a l sh e e t m usic  from  
E ub ie  B lake  a n d  N o b le  S issel w ith  78 
a n d  33 ’ rp m  re co rd in g s  to  s u p p le 
m en t its u p c o m in g  “Jazz  Age in Paris” 
e x h ib itio n , s c h e d u le d  fo r S e p tem b e r 
2 1 -N o v e m b e r  2, 2000. C o lleg e  a n d  
u n iv e rs ity  lib ra ries  a lso  h av e  a  w id e  

v a rie ty  o f  sch o la rly  e x p e rtis e  a n d  u su a lly  
h a v e  th e  re q u ire d  sp ace .

T h ere  are  a n u m b er o f  k ey  th ings to  c o n 
sid e r w h e n  d ecid ing  to  h o st an  exhibition .

•  P u r s u e  f u n d in g  s o u r c e s  t o  s u p p l e 
m e n t  e x h i b i t i o n  p r o g r a m m in g .  M any 
s ta te  h u m a n it ie s  c o u n c ils  a w a rd  “m in i
g ra n ts” o r  “re so u rce  g ra n ts” to  su p p o r t free- 
ad m iss io n  p u b lic  h u m an itie s  p ro g ram s o f 
sh o rt d u ra tio n . In  m o st s ta te s , p ro g ram s 
m u s t  in v o lv e  a h u m a n i t ie s  s c h o la r  to  
q u a lify  fo r a  g ran t. F o r e x am p le , C o lum bia  
C ollege , in  S o u th  C aro lina , re ce iv e d  m o re  
th a n  $8,000 from  th e  S o u th  C aro lina  H u 
m a n itie s  C o u n c il fo r  th e ir  “Ja z z  A ge in  
P a ris” e x h ib itio n  h e ld  M arch 4 -A p ril 16, 
1999. T he C ultural C ouncil o f  R ichland/L ex- 
i n g to n  C o u n t ie s  c o n t r i b u t e d  a n o th e r  
$1,000.
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•  I n v o lv e  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  
in  p r o g r a m  p la n n in g .  It pays o ff n o t o n ly  
in n e w  id eas b u t a lso  in  su p p o r t  a n d  e n 
th u siasm . H o ld  a m in i-w o rk sh o p  o r  b ra in 
s to rm in g  se ss io n  b e fo re  su b m ittin g  p r o 
g ram m ing  p lan s . E m p h asize  th e  p o ten tia l 
fo r re c ru itin g  n e w  u se rs  a n d  b u ild in g  s u p 
p o rt fo r th e  library. C o m m unicate  th e  goals 
fo r y o u r  p ro g ram : w h a t a u d ie n c e s  y o u  
w a n t to  re ac h , w h a t y o u  w a n t to  a cc o m 
plish . A ssign s ta ff w ith  v a rio u s  in te re s ts /  
ta len ts  to  w o rk  in sm all g ro u p s  to  carry  
o u t y o u r  g oa ls . Share  y o u r  p ro g ram  p lan s  
w ith  th e  lib ra ry  d irec to r, b o a rd , a n d  o th e r  
lib ra ry  su p p o r t  g ro u p s . In v ite  th e ir  id eas 
a n d  c o o p e ra tio n .

•  D e c id e  w h a t  a u d ie n c e s  y o u  w o u ld  
l ik e  t o  r e a c h .  D e v e lo p  an  a u d ie n c e  p ro 
file: W h ere  d o  th ey  w ork? W hat re stau ran ts  
d o  th e y  visit? W hat o th e r  co m 
m u n ity  ac tiv ities  d o  th e y  tak e  
p a r t  in? I n c lu d e  m e m b e rs  o f  
y o u r  ta rg e t a u d ie n c e  o n  y o u r  
p ro g ra m  p la n n in g  c o m m itte e .
G o  to  m ee tin g s  o f  th e  g ro u p s  
y o u r  a u d ie n c e  b e lo n g s  to  a n d  
ta lk  a b o u t th e  p ro g ram . Call o r  
m e e t w ith  c o m m u n ity  le a d e rs  
a n d  c h u rc h  le a d e rs  w h o  d e a l 
w ith  y o u r  ta rg e t au d ie n ce .

•  P a r tn e r  w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o r  t h e  l o c a l  l i 
b r a r y .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  th e  
M issoula P ub lic  L ibrary a n d  th e  
U n i v e r s i ty  o f  M o n ta n a ,  in  Visitors enjoy “ The Many Realms of King Arthur” 

traveling exhibit at York College.M ansfie ld , w ill p a r tn e r  in F e b 
ru a ry  2000 fo r th e  “Ja z z  Age in  
P a ris” ex h ib itio n . T h e  tw o  facilities a re  lo 
c a ted  a  few  b lo ck s  from  e ac h  o th er. T h e  
ex h ib itio n  w ill b e  h o u se d  a t th e  p u b lic  li
b ra ry . P ro g ram m in g  w ill b e  h e ld  a t b o th  
th e  p u b lic  a n d  u n iv e rs ity  lib ra ries . P a rt
n e rs  m ay  a lso  b e  w illin g  to  c o n tr ib u te  to 
th e  e x h ib itio n  a n d  re la te d  p ro g ram m in g .

•  I n v i t e  s p e c i a l  g u e s t s  a n d  h e a d s  o f  
ta r g e t  a u d ie n c e  g r o u p s  to  y o u r  o p e n i n g  
r e c e p t i o n ,  s p e c i a l  p r e s s  p a r t y ,  o r  k ic k 
o f f  w in e  a n d  c h e e s e  e v e n t . Include local 
p o litic ians (esp ec ia lly  s ta te  a n d  fed era l leg 
isla to rs), b u s in e ss  le a d e rs , a n d  o th e rs  fo r 
a sp e c ia l sh o w in g  o f  th e  e x h ib itio n .

•  A s k  y o u r  c o l l e g e ,  u n i v e r s i t y  o r  l o 
c a l  n e w s p a p e r ;  TV, c a b le  a n d  r a d io  s t a 
t io n ;  o r  s t a t e  h u m a n i t i e s  c o u n c i l  t o  o f 

f i c ia l l y  c o s p o n s o r  e x h i b i t i o n  p r o g r a m 
m in g .  T h ey  c an  assist w ith  p ro m o tio n a l 
fliers, free  p u b lic  se rv ice  a n n o u n c e m e n ts  
o r  ad s, as w e ll as c o v e ra g e  b e fo re , d u rin g , 
a n d  a fte r  th e  e x h ib itio n  p e rio d .

Su cce ss sto rie s
“T h e  ex h ib it e n ric h es  th e  facility .” “A d d ed  

o p p o r tu n ity  fo r sh o w ca s in g  lib ra ry  m a te 
ria ls .” “S h o u ld  a lw ays h av e  a n  ex h ib it in  
th e  l ib ra ry .” “W o n d e rfu l o p p o r tu n ity  to  
b u ild  ‘le a rn in g  c o m m u n ity ’-b a se d  c lass  
p ro g ra m m in g .” “E x h ib it is tru ly  a ‘liberal 
a r ts ’ e d u c a tio n  itse lf.”

T h ese  w e re  th e  c o m m e n ts  fro m  th o se  
a tte n d in g  th e  “Ja z z  A ge in  P a ris” e x h ib i
tio n  a t th e  J. D rak e  E dens L ibrary a t C o
lum bia  C ollege. M ary R o b in so n  C ross, sys
tem s lib ra rian , re p o rte d  th a t a n  e s tim a te d

1,000 in d iv id u a ls  v isited  th e  exh ib it. An e s 
tim a te d  6,400 p e o p le  a n d  n early  400 s tu 
d e n ts  v ie w e d  th e  “Jazz  A ge in P a ris” e x h i
b itio n  a t G e tty sb u rg  C ollege  in  P en n sy lv a 
n ia  M arch 6 -A p ril 16, 1999.

“T he tradition  o f p rov id ing  cultural p ro 
gram s for the  cam pus is ro o ted  deep ly  in the 
lib rary ’s h isto ry ,” sa id  Lisa M cN am ee, Re- 
serves/C opyrigh t co ord ina to r at Gettysburg.

“S e v e r a l  w o n d e r f u l  b y - p r o d u c t s  
e m e r g e d  f ro m  h o s t i n g  th e  e x h i b i t , ” 
M cN am ee sa id . “We h a v e  e x p a n d e d  o u r  
CD a n d  b o o k  c o lle c tio n  c o n s id e ra b ly  to  
re p re se n t  th e  p e r io d . A nd, a fte r  th e  e x 
h ib it w a s  c o m p le te d , w e  w e re  c o n ta c te d  
b y  th e  A dam s C o u n ty  P ub lic  L ibrary a b o u t 
p a rtn e rin g  fo r a Pennsy lvan ia  H um anities
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ALA traveling exhibition opportunities

A cad em ic  lib ra rie s  a re  in v ite d  to  s u b 
m it a p p lic a t io n s  fo r tw o  u p c o m in g  ALA 
P u b lic  P ro g ra m s O ff ice  tra v e lin g  e x h i 
b itio n s . T w o  o th e r  e x h ib itio n s  a re  av a il
a b le  to  in te re s te d  l ib ra r ie s  fo r  a o n e 
tim e  fee .

“G o F igure!” d e v e lo p e d  in co o p e ra tio n  
w ith  th e  M in n eso ta  C h ild re n ’s M useum , 
w ill to u r  75 lib ra ries  in th e  U n ited  S tates 
fo r s ix -w eek  p e r io d s  b e tw e e n  S e p tem b e r 
2000 a n d  D e ce m b er  2002. T h e  N a tional 
Science F o u n d a tio n  p ro v id ed  m ajo r fu n d 
ing  fo r th e  ex h ib it, w ith  ad d itio n a l s u p 
p o rt from  Cargill a n d  3M.

T h e  d e a d l in e  f o r  a p p l i c a t io n s  i s  D e 
c e m b e r  1 7 .

“G o Figure!” includes an  in te rac tive  e x 
h ib itio n  as w ell as in te rp re tiv e  a n d  e d u 
catio n a l m ate ria ls  th a t b rin g  th e  w o rld  o f 
m ath  a n d  its e v e ry d ay  u se s to  c h ild re n  2- 
to -7 -y ears o ld  a n d  th e ir  p a re n ts  th ro u g h  
c h ild re n ’s lite ra tu re .

“T he G reat E xperim ent: G eorge W ash
ington an d  the  Am erican R epublic,” a 1,000- 
sq u are-foo t 30-panel exh ib ition  d e v e lo p ed  
in co o p era tio n  w ith the  H unting ton  Library 
in San M arino, California, a n d  fu n d ed  by 
NEH, will to u r 15 libraries in the  U nited  
States for six -w eek  p e rio d s b e tw een  Sep
tem b er 2000 an d  S ep tem b er 2002.

“T h e  G rea t E x p e rim e n t” w ill e n c o u r 
a g e  v is ito rs  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  G e o rg e  
W ash in g to n  b e h in d  th e  m yths.

T h e  d e a d l i n e  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i s  
J a n u a r y  1 0 , 2 0 0 0 .

L ibraries n a tio n w id e  are  a lso  b e in g  o f
fe re d  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  h o s t “T h e  F ro n 
tie r  in A m erican  C u ltu re ” a n d  “T h e  M any 
R ealm s o f  K ing A rth u r,” trav e lin g  e x h i
b itio n s  fo r e ig h t-w e e k  p e r io d s  fo r a fee  
o f  $1,500 each .

Partic ipating  libraries receive six free
stan d in g  p an e l u n its  req u irin g  a p p ro x i
m ately  1,000 square-fee t o f d isp lay  space; 
tw o  tw o-co lo r in d o o r/o u td o o r  banners; a 
Site S u pport N o teb o o k  co n ta in ing  installa
tion  and d ism antling instructions, p rogram 
m ing ideas a n d  b ib liog raph ies, a n d  public  
re la tions m aterials; u p  to 1,000 full-color 
b rochures; up  to 25 full-color exh ib ition  
posters; an d  o n e  full-color exh ib ition  cata
log. A dditional b ro c h u re s , p o ste rs , an d  
catalogs m ay b e  p u rch ased . Sh ipp ing  and  
insu rance  are  in cluded  in th e  fee.

“T he F ron tier in A m erican C u ltu re” e x 
am in es h o w  s to ries  a n d  im ages o f  th e  
fro n tie r  a n d  th e  se ttlin g  o f  th e  W est has 
sh a p e d  A m erican  id en tity  a n d  va lues.

“T h e  M any R ealm s o f  K ing A rth u r” e x 
p lo re s  th e  leg e n d s  o f  A rth u r from  its o r i
g in s in th e  M iddle Ages to  its 20th-c e n 
tu ry  re p re se n ta tio n s . T h e  sto ry  o f  Arthur, 
Q u e e n  G u in e v e re ,  L a n c e lo t, a n d  th e  
k n ig h ts  a n d  lad ies  o f  th e  R o u n d  T ab le  is 
p re se n te d  v isually .

For m ore  in fo rm ation , co n tac t th e  ALA 
Public  P rogram s O ffice at (312) 280-5045. 
E-mail: p u b licp ro g ram s@ ala .o rg  o r  visit 
th e  Pub lic  P rogram s O ffice  W eb site  at 
h t tp : / /w w w .a la .o rg /p u b lic p ro g ra m s .

Council grant for joint public/college program s 
about the 1940s. The grant w as successful.”

Nearly 23,000 p eo p le  visited “T he F ron
tier in A m erican C ulture” exh ib ition  D ecem 
b e r 31, 1996-February 6, 1997, at th e  Uni
versity o f W ashington (UW ) in Seattle.

“T he exh ib ition  w as a signal success in 
o u r eyes,” said Richard H. E ngem an, p h o to 
graphs an d  graphics librarian at UW.

“In light o f  the  university’s curren t efforts 
to  prov ide services to  a w id er public , an d  to  
reach  b ey o n d  an  au d ien ce  o f s tuden ts an d  
faculty, the  exh ib ition  w as very valuable.

T he link w ith th e  C ollege o f  E ducation 
and , th rough  them , to local Social Studies 
teachers and  students, w as a m ost w orthw hile 
experience  that prom ises future rew ards. The 
exh ib ition  also  h e lp ed  to solidify an  em erg
ing partnersh ip  w ith th e  D epartm en t o f His
tory an d  its C enter for th e  Study o f  th e  Pa
cific N orthw est.”

F or m o re  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t  th e  ALA 
P ub lic  P ro g ram s O ffice  trav e lin g  e x h ib i
tio n  p ro g ram  v isit th e  W eb site  a t h t tp : / /  
w w w .a la .o rg /p u b lic p ro g ra m s, o r  call (312) 
280-5045. ■

mailto:publicprograms@ala.org
http://www.ala.org/publicprograms
http://www.ala.org/publicprograms
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