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Get closer to the sky at ACRL’s 10th National Conference

by Ellen Metter

Ed. Note: ACRL will hold 
its 10th N ational C onfer
e n ce , “ACRL X: C rossing  
th e  D iv id e ,” in  D en v er, 
C olorado , M arch 15-18, 
2001.

A re y o u  ru n n in g  fo r 
M ayor o f Denver?” T hat’s w h a t p e o p le  ask as 
I b la th e r o n  ab o u t yet a n o th e r m arvelous as
pect o f  this not-so-sm all-anym ore tow n. W hat 
can  I say? T h ere ’s p len ty  to  praise. Friendly 
peo p le , varied  city life, an d  m ore m ountains 
over 14,000 feet (w e call th em  14’ers) than  
Sw itzerland.

I f  y o u ’re  a  “f la t-  
la n d e r ,” i.e ., n o t  c u r
rently  living o n  a w indy  
m o u n ta in to p ,  y o u ’ll 
w an t to acclim ate to  the  
altitude o f th e  Mile High 
City. (Yes, th e  nicknam e 
is a c c u ra te — sta n d  on  
th e  15 th  s te p  o n  th e  
w e s t s id e  o f  th e  24K 
gold-dom ed S ta te  C a p i Scenes of the breath
t o l  B u ild in g  an d  y o u ’ll 
b e  exactly  a m ile h igh— 5,280 feet).

So drink  p len ty  o f water, avoid  salty foods 
an d  a lcohol before  you arrive, an d  d o n ’t p lan  
o n  staging an  op era  p erfo rm ance  o n  your 
day o f arrival. But h e re ’s w h a t h ap p en s  w h en  
y o u ’re  a m ile  h igh : y o u ’re  c lo se r to  th e  
sky!

tak

T he C olorado a tm o sp h ere  is a  clear, e n d 
less b lue, an d  c loudy  days bring  forth  varia
tions in c lo u d  shap es that range from  m ilky 
Zeppelins to  translucen t waterfalls. A nd n o  
o n e  will e lb o w  you  an d  say that you look  
like a  tourist if you feel like gazing h eaven
w ard  for aw hile— C oloradans d o  it all the  
tim e.

LoDo—Low er dow ntow n Denver
T he ACRL conven tion  will b e  h e ld  right off 
L o D o , the L o w e r  D o w n t o w n  D e n v e r  dis
trict, flanked  by the  University o f C olorado at 

D enver at o n e  e n d  and  
C oors Field , h o m e  o f 
b a s e b a l l ’s C o lo ra d o  
Rockies, at the  other.

F o rm e rly  a d o w n - 
and-out district, this area 
o f  resto red  turn-of-the- 
century  architecture has 
b e e n  re v ita l iz e d  a n d  
features shopp ing , res
taurants, galleries, live 

ing Denver skyline. m usic , a n d  e n te r ta in 
m e n t. V isit L a r im e r  

S q u a r e  in LoDo for g reat coffee an d  treats at 
T h e  M arket; stylish ho m e furnishings a t Z 
G a ller ie ; objects flaunting W estern kitsch and  
class at th e  C ry  B a b y  R a n c h ;  o r an  even ing  
of fun  at C o m e d y  W o rk s [(303) 595-3637].

Larim er Square m oves seam lessly in to  the  
sh o p s an d  eateries o f  W riter ’s  S q u a r e  and
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the 16th S tr ee t  M all, w here you can stroll or 
take a free bus shuttle along this 12-block 
stretch of sights and activities. New to  the 
mall is the D e n v e r  P a v illio n s , w hich feature 
a 15-screen movie complex, such restaurants 
as the H a rd  R o ck  C afé and C afé O d y sse y , 
and retail stores including V ir g in  R eco r d s , 
N ik e  T o w n , and local favorite S te p h a n y ’s  
C h o c o la te s  (my mother threatened to disown 
me if I don’t send  her alm ond toffee from 
Stephany’s every birthday.)

Another D enver hot spot is the C h erry  
C reek  S h o p p in g  D istr ic t, a 10-minute drive 
from LoDo. This area features the upscale 
C h erry  C ree k  M all, hom e to such nation
ally know n higher-end stores as Sak’s Fifth 
Avenue and Neiman-Marcus. North o f the mall 
is C h erry  C ree k  N o r th , a lovely collection 
o f bou tiques, art galleries, an d  num erous 
drinking and  dining choices.

If you’d  like to do  som e antique hunting 
on  your visit, catch a bus to  South Broadway 
to the area know n as A n tiq u e  A lley  (betw een 
Mississippi and Iowa), w here  you’ll find, lit
erally, hundreds o f antique dealers with wares 
ranging from top-quality, top-dollar treasures 
to bargain-priced finds.

Brew and food
In D enver y o u ’ll enjoy W estern cuisine and 
brews. Colorado is renow ned  for its varied 
b eer offerings, w ith m ore than 
80 b re w p u b s  an d  18 m ic ro 
b rew eries— an d  m ore  th an  a 
dozen  of them  are in the Lodo 
area.

O n a visit to T ennessee, I 
stopped in a brew pub w here the 
proprietor heard I was from Den
ver. “I’m jealous,” he said. “You 
must have been to the W ynkoop 
B re w e ry .” You b e t.  T h e  
W y n k o o p  B r e w in g  C o m p a n y  
(1634 18th Street, off W ynkoop 
S tree t) is C o lo ra d o ’s o ld e s t 
brew pub and features such origi The home of the 

Unsinkable Molly Brown. cnal mixtures as SageBrush Stout, 
Railyard Ale and Patti’s Chili Beer, which has a 
bit o f Anaheim pepper tossed in. O ther no
table Denver brew pubs include C h a m p io n  
B r ew in g  C o m p a n y  (1442 Larimer Square), 
the D e n v e r  C h o p h o u se  a n d  B r e w e r y  (1735 
19th Street), and the R o ck  B o tto m  B r ew ery  
(1001 16th Street).

Meet your shopping needs 
at the 16th Street Mall.

T eeto ta le rs sh o u ld  try th e  e leg an t Af
te rn o o n  Tea at the  B r o w n  P a la c e  [321 17th 
Street, M ondays th ro u g h  Fridays, 12-4, res
ervations reco m m en d ed  at (800) 321-25991. 
A nd if tea  is, w ell, y o u r cu p  o f tea, en joy  a 
to u r an d  tea  tasting  at C e le s t ia l  S e a s o n 
in g s  in B ou lder [(303) 581-12021.

Unique Colorado fare can found in dow n
tow n D enver at the  excellent 1 5 1 5  eatery 
(1515 M arket Street), w hich  offers grilled 
rattlesnake over p en n e  pasta; the  C a d illa c  
R a n c h  (1400  L arim er S q u a re ), se rv in g  
sm oked  buffalo sausage quesadillas as an 
appetizer; and  the D e n v e r  B u ffa lo  C o m 
p a n y  (1109 Lincoln Avenue), w ith dishes 
featuring duck, quail, and, o f course, buf
falo.

Vegetarians are also w ell-tended  to, w ith 
m eatless and  just p lain old healthy options 

available at m ost D enver-area 
re s ta u ra n ts . (D e n v e r  is th e  
“th innest” city in America!)

The city also has the excel
lent variety o f ethnic restaurants 
you’d  expect in a m etropolitan 
area, including D e lh i  D arb ar  
(1514 Blake Street), w ith a low- 
p rice d , a ll-y o u -ca n -e a t lu n 
cheon; T o m m y  T su n a m i’s P a
c i f i c  D i n e r  (1 4 3 2  M a rk e t 
Street), featuring Pacific rim spe
cialties and  a slick style; the 
L it t le  R u s s ia n  C a fé  (1424  
Larimer Street), a hearty d inner 
hoice (closed for lunch); and 

P la y a  A zu l (1500 Curtis Street),
no t fancy bu t with good-tasting, reasonably 
priced Mexican fare. Choices in restaurants 
abound  and few  disappoint.

O th e r  D e n v e r  a tt ra c t io n s  in c lu d e  
C o lo ra d o ’s  O cea n  J o u r n e y , featuring 15,000 
water and land creatures, including native Colo
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Plan a visit to  the U.S. Mint, one of only four 
in the United States.

rado fish, sea otters, zebra sharks, and  Sumatran 
tigers. A nother en joyab le  destina tion  is the  
U .S . M in t, o n e  o f  on ly  fo u r m in ts in the  
U nited States. T he Mint, w h ich  m akes coins 
o f all denom inations, has free  w eek d ay  tours 
o f th e  facility [320 W. Colfax Avenue, (303) 
405-4791].

Cultural sites
T h ough  th e  history o f th e  Q u e en  City o f  the  
Plains isn ’t ancien t— it’s interesting. T hat fa
m ous h e ro in e  o f  th e  Titanic m ade  h e r hom e 
in D enver an d  a to u r o f  the  M o lly  B r o w n  
H o u s e  M u s e u m  [1340 Pennsylvania Street, 
(303) 832-4092] o ffers a v iew  o f  u p p e r  
m iddle-class living in  the  early  20th century  
an d  stories o f the  unsin k ab le  w o m an  her
self. The C o lo r a d o  H is to r y  M u se u m  (1300 
B roadw ay) has p e rm an en t exhibits that in
c lude  a look  at th e  C heyenne  D og Soldiers 
(an  elite C heyenne w arrior society), early rail
w ays, m ining, an d  o n e  o f th e  largest collec
tions o f M esa-Verde artifacts in  th e  w orld.

T he Rocky M ountain reg ion  also has its 
share  o f  art an d  cultural activities. T he D e n 
v e r  C e n te r  fo r  t h e  P e r fo r m in g  A rts (the 
PLEX), seco n d  in  size on ly  to  N ew  York’s 
Lincoln Center, is a com plex  o f  e igh t theaters 
in a  4-square-b lock  area, to p p e d  b y  an  80- 
foot-h igh glass archw ay. T he PLEX presen ts 
plays, concerts, dance , com edy, an d  cabaret 
[Speer & A rapahoe, (303) 893-410]. G roups 
that regularly  a p p ea r  at th e  PLEX include the  
C o lo r a d o  B a lle t  [(303) 837-8888], O p e r a  
C o lo r a d o , and the C o lo r a d o  S y m p h o n y  O r
c h e s t r a  [for b o th  th e  o p e ra  a n d  th e  sym 
p h o n y  (303) 986-8742],

T he D e n v e r  A rt M u s e u m  [100 West 14th 
A venue Parkw ay, (303) 640-4433], a fortress
like, tow ering  structure, featu res m any  styles

an d  types o f  art, including W estern m aster
p iec es  b y  R em ing ton  a n d  Russell, N ative 
A m erican art, a n d  special exhibitions, such  
as this past sum m er’s T oulouse Lautrec show .

Sharing th e  p laza  w ith  th e  D e n v e r  A rt 
M u s e u m  is th e  540,000 square-foo t D e n v e r  
P u b lic  L ib ra ry , desig n ed  by  w orld-fam ous 
architect M ichael Graves. Also b e  su re  to  see  
The Yearling, scu lp ted  b y  D onald  Lipski, the  
aesthetically  con troversial scu lp tu re  to  the  
n o rth  o f th e  library; it’s a b row n-and-w hite  
ho rse  look ing  ra th e r sm all astride a very big 
red  chair. C iv ic  C e n te r  P a rk  is also  to  the 
library’s north, ho m e to  m any  o f D enver’s 
festivals.

The Denver Public Library was designed 
by Michael Graves.

No n e e d  to  g o  h ungry  after adm iring art 
o r  b o o k  brow sing. T he Art M useum ’s restau 
rant, P a le t te ’s ,  is excep tional, a n d  a single 
m alt w h iskey  a n d  som e fish an d  chips can  
b e  h a d  nearb y  at P in t ’s  P u b  [221 West 13th 
Avenue, (303) 534-7543], a haven  for A nglo
philes.

Rather fortuitously, the  ACRL convention  is 
schedu led  for the very w eek en d  in 2001 that

Participate in ACRL X
Be a part o f  th e  learn ing  com m unity  at 

ACRL’s 10th N ational C onference, ACRL 
X: C rossing the  D ivide,” in Denver, M arch 
15-18, 1001.

Subm it a p rogram  p roposa l follow ing 
the  gu idelines listed in th e  “Call for Par
tic ipation ,” included  as an  insert in this 
issue and  o n  the W eb at w w w .ala.org/acrl/ 
denver.h tm l.

Program  p ro posa ls for papers, panels, 
w orkshops, an d  p reco n fe ren ces a re  d u e  
May 1, 2000.

http://www.ala.org/acrl/
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the D e n v e r  M arch  P o w  W ow  is being held 
at the Denver Coliseum [March 16-18, (303) 
934-80451. This even t draw s p e o p le  from  
around the world to enjoy Native American 
song, dance, drum m ing, arts, jewelry, and 
crafts. A past pow -w ow  attendee recom mends 
that you plan to bring enough m oney to buy 
unique items at the pow -w ow  since you w on’t 
be  able to resist them.

No self-respecting bibliophile w ould  visit 
D enver and miss a trip to the T attered  C o v er  
B o o k s to r e  [(303) 322-
77271. The original lo 
cation  in th e  C herry 
C reek Shopping Dis
trict (at 1st and Milwau
k e e )  h e lp e d  se t th e  
s ta n d a rd  n a tio n w id e  
fo r large b o o k sto re s  
featuring com fortable 
read ing  nooks, go o d  
custom er service, and 
a s te a d y  s tre a m  o f  
b o o k  s ig n in g s . T h e  A look at the majestic Maroon Bells 

mountains in Aspen.Cherry Creek Tattered
Cover has also created the F o u r th  S to r y  R es
ta u r a n t  [(303) 322-1824], serving lunch, din
ner, and  Sunday brunch, in a d ining room  
w ith a view. A second  Tattered Cover [(303) 
436-1070], nearly  as im pressive as the  first, 
is in LoDo, just off the  16th Street Mall on  
W ynkoop Street.

W hile you’re on  W ynkoop Street, also stop 
by the beautiful, historic U n io n  S ta tio n  train 
station, featuring a m odel railroad layout in

its basem ent [call (303) 572-1015 for viewing 
times] and the R e d fish  L oo z ia n a  R o a d h o u se  
a n d  S e a fo o d  K itc h e n . The station is still ac
tive, shuttling Amtrak passengers and  those 
riding the  scenic S k i T r a in  [(303) 296-4754] 
to W in te r  P ark , for w inter sports, shopping, 
and strolling.

Sports
Spectator sports abound  in Denver, and  in 
March you can take in D e n v e r  N u gget’s  bas

ketball [(303) 893-6700], 
th e  C o lo r a d o  X p lo -  
s io n , professional w o
m en’s basketball [(303) 
832-2225], hockey with 
th e  C o lo r a d o  A v a 
l a n c h e  [(303)405- 
1100], and soccer with 
the C o lo ra d o  R apids  
[(800) 844-77771.

T hough the R o ck 
ie s  a re n ’t p lay ing  in 
March, you can take a 
75-m inute tour o f the

impressive C o o r s  F ie ld  [(303) 312-2108], d e 
signed to look like an  old-fashioned ballpark. 
The Super Bowl-winning B r o n c o s , w o n ’t be 
playing in March, and  their 76,000 seat sta
dium  w o n ’t b e  quite com plete by conference 
time, bu t pick u p  a t-shirt w hile you’re here!

Outside of Denver
T here’s plenty to do  beyond  the borders of 
the  city. N orthw est o f Denver, y o u ’ll find

Learn more about Denver on the Web
Colorado Arts News. h ttp ://electracity . 

com /can /index .h tm l. Provides extensive 
inform ation about C olorado cultural activi
ties, including galleries, theater, and sym
phonies. Also see h ttp ://w w w . artstozoo. 
org.

Colorado Ski C ountry USA. h ttp://w w w . 
skicolorado.org. Find out about Colorado 
ski resorts, including snow  conditions and 
m oney-saving deals.

Colorado State Parks a n d  O utdoor Rec
reation. http://www.coloradoparks.oig. Sup
plies activity, location, fee, and  am enity in
form ation for C olorado’s state  parks and 
o th er o u td o o r getaways.

D enver Metro Convention & Visitors B u 
reau. h ttp ://w w w .denver.o rg . Find facts 
and tips for your trip. Call them  for a great 
D enver tourism  guide, free, at (303) 892- 
1112.

D enver Sidewalk. h ttp ://w w w .d en v e r. 
sidew alk.com . Reviews eateries, lists cur
rent events, and describes D enver attrac
tions.

Official Web Site o f  Colorado Tourism. 
h ttp :/ /w w w .c o lo ra d o .c o m /. In form ation  
from the C olorado Travel and Tourism Au
thority, including a m onthly calendar o r 
events. For a free C olorado vacation guide, 
call them  at (800) COLORADO.

http://electracity
skicolorado.org
http://www.coloradoparks.oig
http://www.denver.org
http://www.denver
sidewalk.com
http://www.colorado.com/
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the  u n iq u e  com 
m unity  o f B o u l
d e r , w h e re  th e  
N ew  Age is old 
new s, th e  s tu n 
n in g  F la t ir o n s  
t e m p t  ro c k  
c l im b e r s ,  a n d  
ev ery o n e  seem s 
im possib ly  h ea l
th y . T h e  m a g 
n if ic e n t R o c k y  
M o u n t a in  N a 

Your choice of the opera t i o n a l  P a r k  
or gambling is available at 

[(970) 586-1206] Central City.
is n o r th w e s t o f  

D enver, ab o u t 70 m iles aw ay. And, o f  course, 
ski areas abo u n d , including L o v e la n d  [(800) 
736-3754], less th an  an  h o u r  from  D enver; 
K e y s to n e ,  ab o u t an  h o u r-a n d -a -h a lf  trip ; 
A s p e n / S n o w m a s s  [(800) 923-8920]; a n d  
V a il  [(800) 525-3875], all fa rth e r a w ay  bu t 
g re a t to  v isit w h e th e r  y o u  ski th e  s lo p e s  
o r  ju st ad m ire  th e  scen ery .

M ountain visitors also enjoy snow shoeing, 
snow m obiling, o r just strolling th rough  such 
historic tow ns as G e o r g e to w n , a picturesque 
village o f Victorian-era structures [(800) 472- 
8230]; G o ld e n , hom e to the  C o lo r a d o  R ail
r o a d  M u se u m  [(800) 365-6263]; the C o lo r a d o  
S c h o o l  o f  M in e s  G e o lo g y  M u se u m  [(303) 
273-38151; and the C o o r s  B r e w in g  C o m p a n y , 
w hich conducts free tours o f its p lant conclud
ing w ith free sam -ples o f  its b rew  [(303) 277- 
23371.

Bring extra  coins for th e  o n e-arm ed  b a n 
d its  in C o lo rad o ’s g am b lin g  d estin a tio n s : 
B la c k  H a w k  and  C e n tr a l C ity , tu ck ed  into 
th e  foothills w est o f  Denver, and , head ing  
sou th  in the  state, C r ip p le  C r e e k . Central 
City is also kno w n  for th e  C e n tr a l C ity  O p 
e r a  H o u s e ,  w hich  has perfo rm ances on ly  in 
th e  sum m er, b u t w elcom es visitors to  v iew  
its V ictorian in te rio r y ear-round ; ask  for a 
to u r a t th e  Teller H o u se  casino  [(303) 279- 
3200],

South o f D enver are th e  stunn ing  red  rock 
fo rm ations o f  th e  G a r d e n  o f  t h e  G o d s  in 
C olorado  Spring— an  en thra lling  sight [(719) 
634-6666], T he g a rd en  can  b e  en joyed  in  any 
w eather, s ince  th e re  a re  p a v ed  ro ad s fo r au 
tos th a t w in d  th ro u g h  th e  red  rocks.

Like m o st p laces  in th e  U n ited  States, 
C olorado has u n p red ic tab le  w eath e r patterns

in M arch, th e  m o n th  o f  th e  ACRL confer
ence . M ultiply that unpred ic tab ility  factor by  
a b o u t ten  in C olorado! It’s a  su n n y  state—  
e v en  in th e  w in te r— a n d  has m ore  su n n y  
days y ear-ro u n d  th an  Miami, Florida, o r San 
D iego, California.

T o illustra te  th e  variab ility  o f  D en v er 
w eather, h e re  a re  tw o  historic  w e a th e r  re 
po rts  from  M arch 19: in 1997 th e re  w as a 
h igh  o f  71 d eg rees w h ile  in 1998 D enver 
tem p era tu res  to p p e d  o u t a t 30 d eg rees ac
co m p a n ied  by  5 in ch es o f  snow . T he “n o r
m al” day tim e tem p era tu res  in M arch are  in 
th e  50s (w hich , w ith  low  hum idity , feels d e 
lightful) b u t can  d ro p  20 d eg rees  o r  m o re  at 
night. W ear layers a n d  ch eck  th e  forecast 
b e fo re  y o u  arrive.

Let’s see— did  I m en tio n  line dancing , th e  
M u s e u m  o f  N a tu r a l H is t o r y ,  th e  B la c k  
A m e r ic a n  W e st  M u s e u m  a n d  H e r i t a g e  
C e n te r , th e  D e n v e r  B o ta n ic  G a r d e n s , and  
th e  D e n v e r  Z o o ?  Well, I’ve  b arely  b e g u n  to 
b rag  b u t e v en  th e  se lf-ap p o in ted  m ayor o f 
D en v er m u st s to p  a t so m e  p o in t a n d  let you 
roam  o n  y o u r ow n. ■

Letter to the editor
It w as so  refresh ing  to  re ad  Jenn ifer 

W. K im ball’s “R em em ber w h en  you w ere  
inform ation  illiterate?” in the  July/A ugust 
1999 issue o f C&RL News.

All to o  often  w e  overestim ate the  level 
o f aw areness that students and  faculty have 
ab o u t do in g  research , especially  w ith the  
technological en hancem en ts that have im
p a c ted  o u r  de livery  o f  in fo rm ation  re 
sources.

At o u r com m unity college, the percen t
age o f studen ts w h o  d o  no t use  a com 
p u te r  regularly  an d  are  no t co n n ec ted  to 
th e  In terne t is h igher th an  those  w h o  do. 
Staff an d  faculty w h o  m ay use  a co m puter 
daily  to p rocess stu d en t enro llm ents o r  
p rep are  p u rchase  requisitions m ay no t be  
at all fam iliar o r com fortable  w ith  “surfing 
on  the  W eb.”

Kim ball’s article w as especially  useful 
to  m e as I d e v e lo p ed  th e  cou rse  I am  
teach ing  this fall for faculty a n d  staff: In 
form ation Literacy in an Inform ation-O ver
lo ad ed  W orld.— Charlet Key, B la ck  H a w k  
College, e-mail: keyc@ B hcl.bhc.edu

mailto:keyc@Bhcl.bhc.edu
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Every day in over 34,000 libraries around 

the w orld , librarians help  their users locate 
the inform ation th ey ’re seek ing… w ith  the 
help o f  OCLC.

Just ask Rima O ’Connor. She recently told 

us, “OCLC expands our library beyond its 
walls, so w e  can prov ide better service to 
our faculty and students.”

A m ong those w h o  appreciate this service 

is Professor Marc Olshan, w h o  has over 

three dozen  publications and research 

projects to  his credit. Professor Olshan 
depends upon fast and easy access to 

information, so he relied  upon the 

interlibrary loan services prov ided  by  

H errick  M em orial Library to obtain materials

fo r  his article, “Lessons from  Cuba.” The 
Humanist 58:3, (May/June 1998): 14-17.

A t OCLC w e  continue to d eve lop  n ew  

ways to  p rov ide our m em bership w ith  
innovative and affordable library services. 

For exam ple, w e  are w ork ing w ith  200 
OCLC m em ber libraries on  an international 

research initiative that is using automated 

cataloging tools and library cooperation  to 

create a database o f  W eb resources.

For inform ation about w hat you  can do 
n ow  w ith  OCLC services, please contact us at:

w w w .o c lc .o r g
1 -800-848-5878

Look what you ’re doing now…  with OCLC.

http://www.oclc.org



