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Developing Web pages for professional communication

In 1996, th e  library  at th e  U niversity  o f  
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, decided to m ake 
professional h o m epages for all o f  its librar
ians, and  bring  its collegial com m unica tion  
into the electronic age.

W ith the  aid o f the  Tim Cole, Systems Li
brarian  for Digital Projects, an d  his staff, the 
six  lib rarians in th e  A ca
dem ic R esident Librarian 
P ro g ra m  to o k  o n  th is  
project. The result w as the 
Library Faculty D irectory 
( h t t p : / / w w w . l i b r a r y . 
u iuc .edu /facu lty /).

T he trad itional m eans 
o f  co m m u n ica tin g  w ith  
on - and  off-cam pus co l
leagues for librarians at the 
university w as a prin ted  university library an
nual report. But the  publication  had  a small 
circulation, going only to  a  select few in each 
departm en t, an d  even  that sm all am o u n t o f 
exposure ceased in the 1980s w hen the annual 
publication died.

W ith th e  ab sen ce  o f  a curren t, a ll-inclu
sive source showing librarians’ professional ac
tivities, Robert W edgew orth, then  university 
librarian, w an ted  to  d evelop  such  an online 
profile/b ib liography for librarians that could 
do  w hat the  o ld  p a p e r annual reports cou ld  
not: provide to colleagues on- and off-campus 
a concisely visible and easily accessible index 
o f p ub lications by  library faculty, an d  a d e 

scription o f the library faculty’s services. While 
the library maintains two wonderful resources, 
the  “Library Faculty Research Interests D ata
b ase” and th e  “Recent Library Faculty Publi
cations Database,” the professional hom epages 
p rov ide  the  o p p o rtu n ity  for d irect access to 
e ach  facu lty  m em b er, a n d  offer da ta  o n  a 

p e rso n ’s research  in w hat 
is perhaps the first location 
in which colleagues w ould 
search for any information.

T h ere  a re  116 library  
fa cu lty  p a g e s , a n d , o f  
th ese , m ore  th an  54% go 
beyond directory informa
tion  a n d  give a librarian’s 
professional duties, activi
tie s , a n d  p u b lic a tio n s . 

D uring a sn ap sh o t p e rio d  o f academ ic year 
1997 though sum m er of 1998, the faculty pages 
rece iv ed  m o re  th an  32,000 hits. M ore th an  
48% of those hits w ere from campus, but more 
th an  51% cam e from  o u tsid e  the  university, 
including o ther states and countries.

We believe ou r W eb pages have streng th
en ed  o u r librarians’ com m unication  w ith the 
cam pus and  with colleagues elsew here, and 
w e  h o p e  th a t  o th e r  lib ra r ie s  w ill lo o k  at 
su ch  pro jec ts fo r th e ir lib rarians.— N in a  C. 
D avis, U n iversity  o f  I l lin o is  a t  U rb a n a -  
C ham paign , caron@ ninc.edu  a n d  J ea n  M. 
D ic k in so n , N ew  M e x ico  S ta te  U niversity , 
jedickin@ lib.nmsu.edu

W allace Library; o n e  o f th e  first fully  com 
p le te d  p ro jects o f  th e  sc h o o l’s $100-m illion 
campaign. The renovation, made possible by a $3- 
million grant from the Peter Jay Sharp Founda
tion, expanded the library’s com puter network, 
created the Peter Jay Sharp Special Collections 
room—which provides environmentally secure 
storage for rare materials—increased shelf, exhibit 
and staff space, renovated the main reading room, 
and provided new  lighting, carpeting, and fur
nishings. All the library’s seats are wired for power 
and data so that laptop users can plug in. During 
the first year of its 5-year, $ 100-million campaign, 
the Julliard School has already raised $52.2 mil
lion.

ACRL makes inform ation literacy  
resources available on Web
ACRL’s Institute for Inform ation  Literacy has 
created a primer on  information literacy for fac
ulty and academic administrators. This primer is 
lo c a te d  o n  th e  IIL W eb  p a g e  at h t tp : / /  
ww w .ala.org/acrl/nili/w hatis.htm l.

T he site is designed  to  provide a basic in
troduction to  inform ation literacy by answ er
ing four basic questions: 1) W hat is inform a
tion  literacy?; 2) W hat shou ld  faculty and  ad 
m inistrators know  about inform ation literacy 
programs; 3) Are there som e m odel programs I 
can  examine?; and  4) W here can  I find m ore 
information?
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