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W hen I w as a child, o n e  o f the  gam es I e n 
joyed  p laying w as “library .” My friends a n d  I 
w o u ld  p u t cards in o u r b o o k s  a n d  tak e  tu rns 
checking them  out. We though t this w as great 
fun. We also th ough t that w as w h a t librarians 
did— check out books. Despite the m any efforts 
to  u p d a te  o u r  im age, th e  ste reo typ ica l “b u n - 
capped , book-checking-outer, sh u sh er” is still 
w h a t m any  folks th in k  o f w h e n  they  th in k  o f 
librarians.

We k n o w  h o w  exciting an d  rew ard ing  ou r 
profession can  be— ou r challenge has b een  to 
convey that to the b roader comm unity. Particu
larly, w hen  w e think o f the “graying o f the p ro 
fession,” w e  m ust think o f ho w  w e are going to 
m ake librarianship look enticing to the young  
people w ho have an  ever-expanding smorgasbord 
o f career choices.

ACRL has an  opportun ity  for you to  correct 
this outdated  image w ith young peop le  by  par
ticipating in Job  Shadow  Day 2000. Junior- and 
senior-high school students are being m atched 
with w orkplace m entors to get an  up-close look

at a  variety o f careers. ACRL, in partnership with 
ALA’s divisions, is joining associations through
out th e  U nited States in support o f  Jo b  Shadow  
Day. So “check out” the details on  page 826, and 
send in the form to volunteer your time and share 
y o u r en th u siasm  fo r lib rariansh ip  w ith  som e 
young students w h o  just may, one  day, becom e 
your colleagues.

A nd p le a se  d o n ’t lim it th e  sh a r in g  w ith  
those  ou tside  o f th e  profession . Plan o n  shar
ing your skills, insights, and  expertise w ith your 
c o lle ag u e s  a t ACRL’s 10th N a tio n a l C o n fe r
e n ce , M arch 15 -1 8 , 2001, in  D en v er, C o lo 
rado . T he “Call for P a rtic ip a tio n ” a p p e a rs  as 
a n  in se rt in th is  issu e  a n d  is o n  th e  W eb at 
h t tp : / /w w w .a la .o rg /a c r l /d e n v e r.h tm l. T he 
National C onference Com m ittee is eager to  re
ceive your program  proposals. And D enver will 
b e  fu n , to o . See E llen  M ette r’s o v e rv ie w  o f  
D en v er o n  p a g e  829 a n d  save  M arch 15-18, 
2001, to  a tten d  the  conference .
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