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Bylaws of the Women’s Studies Section

ACRL’s newest section.

E d i to r ’s note: These bylaws were approved by 

the ACRL Board of Directors at their meeting on 
January 20, 1987.

A rticle I . N am e

Section 1. The name of this organization shall be 
the Women’s Studies Section of the Association of 
College and Research Libraries, a division of the 
American Library Association.

A rticle II . Purpose

Section 1. This section shall represent librarians 
and others who specialize or are otherwise profes
sionally involved in the cross-disciplinary field of 
Women’s Studies. It may cooperate with other pro
fessional groups in regard to those aspects of library 
and inform ation services tha t require special 
knowledge of Women’s Studies.

Section 2. The Women’s Studies Section has spe
cific responsibilities:

a) To discuss, promote, and support Women’s 
Studies collections and services in academic and re
search libraries;

b) To foster the development of bibliographic in
struction, liaison w ith faculty, and database 
searching in this cross-disciplinary field;

c) To encourage cooperative collection develop
ment of and access to Women’s Studies materials;

d) To foster cooperation among Women’s Stud
ies librarians, scholars, students, and publishers;

e) To work with other ALA groups to promote 
library and information services to women.

A rticle I I I . M em bership

Section 1. Any member of the Association of Col
lege and Research Libraries may elect membership 
in the Women’s Studies Section. Every member has 
the right to vote and is eligible to hold office.

A rticle IV . O fficers

Section 1. Officers. Elective officers of this Sec
tion shall be a chair, a vice-chair/chair-elect, the 
immediate past chair, a recorder, and a member- 
at-large, who shall be a representative to the Exec
utive Committee who acts on behalf of the mem
bership.

Section 2. Terms. All officers shall serve for a 
term of one year which ends at the adjournment of 
the annual meeting.

Section 3. Vacancies. In case of a vacancy in the 
office of chair, the vice-chair/chair-elect shall suc
ceed to the office of chair and shall continue in that 
office until the expiration of the term for which 
s/he was originally elected to serve as chair.

A vacancy in the office of vice-chair/chair-elect 
shall be filled by election. In case of a vacancy in 
the offices of recorder or member-at-large, a re
placement will be appointed by the chair.

In case of vacancies in both the offices of chair 
and vice-chair/chair-elect, the member-at-large 
shall act as chair until the next election.

A rticle V. M eetings

Section 1. Annual Meetings. The Section shall 
hold an annual business meeting at the time and 
place of the Annual Conference of the American 
Library Association.

Section 2. Quorum. Members of the Section 
present at an annual meeting shall constitute a quo
rum.

A rticle V I. Executive C om m ittee

Section 1. Composition. The Executive Com
mittee shall consist of the officers and, ex-officio 
without vote, the chairs of standing committees.

Section 2. Powers and Duties. The Executive 
Committee shall conduct the business of the Sec-
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tion during the period between annual Section 
meetings.

Section 3. Meetings. Regular meetings of the Ex
ecutive Committee shall be held at the time and 
place of the Annual and M idwinter Conferences of 
the American Library Association. Special meet
ings may be called at the discretion of the chair

Section 4. Quorum. A majority of members shall 
constitute a quorum at any meeting of the Execu
tive Committee.

Article VII. Committees
Section 1. Standing Committees. Standing com

mittees to consider matters of concern to the Sec
tion that require continuity of attention may be au
thorized by the Section at the annual Section 
meeting. The size, name, purpose, membership, 
terms of membership, and chair of a standing com
mittee shall be specified at the time of its authoriza
tion. The vice-chair/chair-elect shall appoint com
m ittee m em bers to fill vacancies due to occur 
during her/his term as chair. Unexpected vacancies 
on a committee shall be filled by a special appoint
ment made by the chair of the committee with ap
proval of the chair of the Section. A standing com
mittee may be discontinued by a majority vote of 
the members present and voting at an annual Sec
tion meeting.

Section 2. Special Committees. Special or ad hoc 
committees may be authorized as needed by the 
Executive Committee of the Section.

Article VIII. Nominations and Elections
Section 1. Nominations. The vice-chair/chair- 

elect of the Section, with the approval of the chair, 
shall appoint a Nominating Committee of at least 
three personal members of the Section. This com
mittee shall choose a slate of at least two candidates 
for each office of the Section. Additional nomina
tions may be made by petitions signed by no fewer 
than five Section members. All nominees must be

members in good standing of the Section and must 
consent to candidacy in writing. All nominations 
shall be filed with both the Executive Director of 
ACRL and the recorder of the Section w ithin the 
deadlines prescribed by ACRL.

Involvement in or commitment to the acquisi
tion, organization, or use of W omen’s Studies in
formation sources should be considered in selecting 
nominees for office.

Section 2. Elections. Elections shall be con
ducted by mail ballot in accordance with the pro
cedures and deadlines established by the American 
Library Association. For each office, the candidate 
receiving a plurality of votes cast shall be elected, 
and the results reported to the Executive Director 
of ACRL. In case of a tie vote, the successful candi
date shall be determined by lot.

Article IX. Amendments
Section 1. Proposals. Amendments to these By

laws may be proposed in writing to the member
ship of the Section by the Executive Committee, a 
committee appointed specifically for the purpose, 
or by any five members of the Section. Proposals 
shall be filed w ith  the recorder at least three 
months before final consideration.

Section 2. Notification. The recorder will ar
range publication of the proposed amendments not 
less than one month before final consideration.

Section 3. Voting. A plurality vote of the mem
bers present and voting at an annual meeting or 
casting ballots in a mail vote shall carry a proposed 
amendment.

Article X. General Provisions
Section 1. W herever these Bylaws make no spe

cific provisions, the organization of and procedures 
in the Section shall correspond to those set forth in 
the ACRL Constitution and Bylaws.

Section 2. These Bylaws and  am endm ents 
thereto shall take effect upon approval. ■ ■

Revised Section Newsletter Policy

The following policy regarding ACRL section 
newsletters was passed by the ACRL Board of Di
rectors on January 20, 1987, pending com ment 
from the sections. This rescinds the previous policy 
approved in January 1985.

1. The ownership statement for section newslet
ters will be designed such that it will include the 
name of the section, name of the division (ACRL), 
ALA, and other essential elements as described in 
“ALA Periodicals: Essential Elements,” an ALA 
Publications Com m ittee docum ent of July 10, 
1982.

2. Each section publishing a newsletter will pro

vide a written report to the Publications Com mit
tee at Annual Conference.

3. Each section may expect to receive funding for 
either two newsletters a year of 8 pages each, or one 
newsletter a year of up to 16 pages.

4. Section editors may submit cam era-ready 
copy to ACRL Headquarters, according to specifi
cations prepared by the ACRL staff. Headquarters 
staff will then have the responsibility for getting 
the newsletters printed and mailed (first class) 
w ithin two weeks of receipt of the camera-ready 
copy.

5. Section editors have the option of using local
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institutions or vendors for printing and mailing. 
The section newsletter editor’s annual report will 
contain a financial section describing all local ex
penditures. Under no circumstances will ACRL 
provide funding for production expenses incurred 
by an outside institution or vendor that exceed the 
level budgeted for in-house production or coordi
nation.

6. Each section shall be provided, for each issue 
of its newsletter, a number of copies not to exceed 
10 % of the num ber of members in the section, at 
no charge, for the section to distribute at its own 
cost and discretion.

7. Sections may establish a policy on subscrip

tions to their newsletters. Paid subscription orders 
only will be taken by the ACRL staff.

8. If a section believes that the content of its 
newsletter requires tha t the newsletter be more ex
tensive than its allotted 16 pages as outlined in 3 
above, the section may request funding for addi
tional pages or issues. This special funding must be 
approved by the ACRL Publications Committee 
and must be submitted as part of the section’s nor
mal budget request to the ACRL Rudget and Fi
nance Committee. Requests for such special fund
ing must specify the number of additional pages 
planned and justify the need for them.

■ ■

★ ★ ★

News from the field
Acquisitions

• The L ibrary  of Congress’s Music Division,
W ashington, D .C ., has acquired a major collec
tion of nearly 400 music manuscripts and papers of 
American bandm aster and composer John Philip 
Sousa (1854-1932), the gift of Sousa’s grandsons. 
The materials have been on deposit in the Library 
for many years, and have been indexed and micro
filmed. Titles in the collection include some of 
Sousa’s best-known compositions: Corcoran Ca
dets; The High School Cadets; King Cotton; The 
Liberty Bell; M anhattan Beach; Nobles o f the Mys
tic Shrine; Our Flirtations; and Solid Men to the 
Front. Also included are the manuscripts of El 
Capitan and The Bride Elect, two works represent
ing the composer’s contribution to operetta; Sheri
dan’s Ride; and the suites, The Last Days of Pom
peii and D wellers o f the W estern W orld. The 
collection also contains sketchbooks and literary 
items including Sousa’s autobiography and a semi- 
autobiographical novel.

• New York University’s Tam im ent Institute Li-
brary, New York City, has acquired the archival 
materials of Greenwich House, an im portant cen
te r  of social w e lfa re  and  b e tte rm e n t of the  
G reenw ich Village com m unity since the early 
years of the century. The m aterial includes photo
graphs, minutes from Roard of Directors meetings, 
files and correspondence. Incorporated in 1901 as 
the Cooperative Social Settlement Society of the 
City of New York by Mary Kingsbury Simkovitch 
with Felix Adler, R. Fulton Cutting, Eugene A. 
Philbin, H enry C. Potter, Jacob Riis and Carl 
Schurz, Greenwich House was originally located 
on Jones Street in one of the most crowded areas of 
the lower west side. It played a vital role in the im

provement of the neighborhood, working for bet
ter sanitation, paved streets, child labor laws, in
creased recreational and cultural opportunities for 
adults and children, slum clearance and improved 
housing, and a more responsive city government. 
Following the move in 1917 to its present location 
on Rarrow Street, Greenwich House established 
the first child care facilities for working mothers. 
Through its research studies of living conditions in 
the Village, many conducted by John Dewey’s So
cial Research Committee, it m ade contributions to 
social action, examining wage levels and the stan
dard of living, old age and poverty, and housing 
problems of longshoremen and dock workers. Now 
a historic landm ark, Greenwich House continues 
to sponsor special programs and a range of commu
nity activities.

• Rutgers University’s Art Library, New Bruns-
wick, New Jersey, recently acquired 850 volumes 
on art history from art h istorian , au thor and 
teacher Howard H ibbard, of Columbia Univer
sity. The collection consists prim arily of works 
dealing with the Italian Renaissance and Baroque 
Art, w ith some m aterial on the Northern Renais
sance. H ibbard, a Fellow of the American Council 
of Learned Societies, is the author of books on 
Bernini, Caravaggio, M ichelangelo, and Carlo 
Moderno. He is a former director of the Society of 
Architectural Historians and from 1974-78 was 
chief editor of A rt Bulletin.

• Stanford University’s Hoover Institution Ar-
chives, California, has acquired the papers of Sir 
Karl Popper, internationally acclaimed philoso
pher of natural and social science. Born in Vienna 
in 1902, Popper is the author of The Open Society 
and Its Enemies (1945) and The Poverty o f Histori
cism, and is regarded as one of the greatest living




