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The Art Institute of Chi
cago has been  aw arded a 
grant of $200,000 from the 
National Endowm ent for the 
H u m a n itie s  C h a lle n g e  
G rants Program . W ith the 
required $800,000 in m atch
ing dollars, the grant repre
sents a total o f $1 million for 
an endow m ent fund to sup
port the Ryerson Library and 
Burnham Library of Architec
ture. Incom e from the en 
dow m ent fund will be used 
for increased acquisitions of 
materials to augm ent the libraries’ holdings of 
340,000 volumes on the fine arts and architec
ture plus m anuscript and archival collections.

The Canadian Institute for Historical 
Microreproductions (CIHM) has been aw arded 
a grant o f $500,000 from the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation for a digital project that will allow 
access on the Internet to early w orks of Cana
dian literature, native studies, and w om en’s his
tory. The project will digitize 5,000 w orks from 
CIHM’s microfiche collection of Canadian works 
for Internet access, develop a m odel for com
paring the costs o f storing and accessing w orks 
in both traditional media and digital format, 
and evaluate the use and acceptability of vari
ous digital versions com pared w ith printed and 
microform versions o f texts.

The Claremont Colleges Libraries have 
received a $1 million grant from the W. M. Keck 
Foundation to support innovative m ethods for 
librarians to  w ork with users to enhance teach
ing and learning. A W. M. Keck Learning Room 
will be established where students and faculty 
will receive hands-on instruction in the use of 
information technology. A “virtual reserve room ” 
will also be developed on the library’s W eb site.

Georgetown University's Joseph Mark 
Lauinger Memorial Library has been awarded a $1 
million endowment to support and provide access 
to the Leon Robbin Collection of Music Manuscripts 
and Letters of Composers. The Robbin Collection 
includes scores by the 16th-century liturgical com
poser Palestrina and  com posers Rossini and 
Donizetti, as well as manuscripts and letters from 
su ch  co m p o se rs  as Schubert, B ee thoven ,

Mendelsohn, W agner, and 
others.

The North Carolina State 
University (NCSU) Libraries 
has received a $15,000 grant 
from the Lucius N. Littauer 
Foundation o f New York to 
found the Lucius N. Littauer 
Judaica Book Fund. The en 
dow m ent will produce in
com e for the acquisition of 
Judaica and Hebraica mate
rials in all formats for the 
NCSU Libraries’ Lawrence S. 

Rudner Holocaust Memorial Collection. It will 
also support an English course on “Literature 
of the Holocaust,” first taught at the university 
by Rudner.

The University of Minnesota Libraries 
has been awarded a $350,000 three-year grant by 
the Bush Foundation of St. Paul, Minnesota, to de
velop and implement a comprehensive program of 
library and information services to distance learn
ers. The libraries will develop a suite of services for 
remote users that includes networked instruction 
on the use of information resources, access to elec
tronic reference and full-text materials, document 
delivery, reference service, and technical assistance.

Wayne State University's Shiffman Medi
cal Library has been awarded a grant of $7,500 from 
the National Institute of Environmental Health Sci
ences’ Center for Molecular and Cellular Toxicol
ogy with Human Applications. The award will be 
used to launch a pilot training program for clini
cians in the use of toxicology databases accessible 
through Grateful Med, an information system pro
duced by the National Library of Medicine.

Acquisitions
The Nudie's Rodeo Tailors and Western
Equipment Collection has been  acquired by the 
Research Center of the Autry Museum of West
ern Heritage. Nudie Cohn (1902-1984) created 
a business in w estern tailoring, and his unique 
designs influenced w estern w ear and the coun
try and western image. His designs, w hich fea-
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The reading room of the Ryerson and Burnham Libraries at the Art 
Institute o f Chicago

tured fine tailoring, bright colors, and elaborate 
decorations, w ere worn by scores of Hollywood 
cowboys, popular country singers, and well- 
know n celebrities. Included in the collection 
are custom er clothing files dating from 1955 to 
1970, boot patterns, photographs, correspon
dence, and financial records.

The first installment of a multiyear gift of 
comic books, graphic novels, and other mate
rials related to comic art in popular culture has 
been acquired by the Brown University Library. 
The collection  w as am assed  by M ichael J. 
Ciaraldi, an independent com puter consultant 
and comic art enthusiast. The entire collection 
is estim ated to contain 60,000 items. Included 
are extensive runs of major “superhero” com 
ics; nearly 300 graphic novels, including an edi
tion of Anne Rice’s The Vampire Lestat-, the first 
issue o f Action Comics (June 1938), in which 
the character o f Superm an was introduced; and 
compilations of new spaper strips such as Prince 
Valiant and Terry a n d  the Pirates.

A manuscript by William Styron of his 
most recent book, A Tidewater Morning: Three 
Tales fro m  Youth, has been donated to Duke 
University’s Special Collections Library by the
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author. In addition to the 
manuscript, Styron donated 
more than 5,000 pieces of 
correspondence, including 
letters from fans, agents, edi
to rs , p u b lish e rs , fam ily 
members, and fellow liter
ary figures, am ong them  
J o h n  U p d ik e , K u rt 
V onnegut, Jo sep h  Heller, 
Lillian H eilm an , A rthur 
Miller, and  Eudora Welty. 
Dates of the letters range 
from  th e  1940s to  th e  
present. Also included are 
audio- and videotaped in
terview s w ith Styron, as 
well as awards and photo
graphs.

A Samuel Beckett 
manuscript notebook 

dating from the early 1950s has been acquired by 
the Ohio State University Libraries’ Division of Rare 
Books and Manuscripts. The notebook contains 
Beckett’s manuscript draft for Fin de Partie, differ
ing markedly from the published text; a complete 
early draft of From an  Abandoned Work, an early 
draft of an untitled short story in French; an aborted 
attempt by Beckett to translate his Molloy from French 
into English; and a brief unpublished fragment from 
En A tten d a n t Godot. The no tebook  will be 
added  to  the libraries’ Beckett manuscript col
lection, one of the w orld’s major repositories 
o f original Beckett materials. ■
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