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G r a n t s  a n d  A c q u i s i t i o n s Ann-Chr¡ste Young

The Massachusetts Institute of Technol
ogy (MIT) has received a $215,000 dona
tion from the Andrew W. Mellon Founda
tion to develop an econo m ic m odel to 
maintain digital docum ents within an aca
dem ic research library. In partnership with 
the Hewlett Packard Company, the MIT 
Libraries are currently creating a digital 
repository nam ed D Space. Intended to be 
a w orking digital depository, D Space will 
co llect and maintain the digital in tellec
tual output o f M IT’s faculty and research 
staff. The grant will increase understand
ing o f the elem ents necessary to an e co 
nom ic m odel that can sustain D Space b e 
yond its time as a research project. DSpace 
is designed to be a sustainable, scalable 
digital repository capable o f holding the 
approxim ately 10,000 articles produced by 
MIT authors annually, including a large 
am ount o f multimedia content. The reposi
tory will include services not usually pro
vided by the Web, such as access control, 
rights m anagem ent, and flexible publish
ing capabilities.

New York University (NYU) received a gift 
o f $180,000 from  Kevin Brine, senior vice 
president and a m em ber o f  the Board of 
Directors for Sanford C. Bernstein & Co., 
and his w ife Madeline. The gift will assist 
NYU libraries in launching an initiative to 
acquire core materials in the Chinese, Jap a
n e s e , and  K o re a n  la n g u a g e s  and  to 
strengthen its East Asian co llectio n s o f 
W estern languages. The B rines’ contribu
tion will enable the NYU Libraries to hire 
an East Asian Studies Librarian, with par
ticular expertise in Jap an ese  studies, to 
build a core co llection  for that field.

NYU also received a $272,000 gift from 
the Elmer and Mamdouha Bobst Foundation 
for the Mamdouha Bobst Book Endowment 
Fund, bringing the endowment to $3 million. 
The fund provides monies for new acquisi
tions to the library. Bobst is the widow of 
Elmer Homes Bobst, whose gift enabled the 
creation of the Bobst Library.

Michigan State University (MSU) has re
ceived  a $150 ,000  Library Services and 
Technology Act grant from the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services, administered 
by the Library o f Michigan. The grant will 
be used for a research and dem onstration 
pro ject to create an online union catalog 
that com bines records from  multitype li
braries and different online systems, with 
p atro n -in itia ted  in terlibrary  loan . Part
nering with the Ovid-Elsie Public Schools, 
Grand Rapids Community College Library, 
A lbion C ollege Library, and Southfield  
Public Library, MSU and partner libraries 
will contribute their catalog records to the 
union catalog. The records o f all partici
pants will b e  available to each library’s 
patrons using Innovative Interfaces, In c .’s 
INNReach softw are, making m ore than 2.8 
m illion books and journals o f  all the par
ticipating libraries available to approxi
m ately 900 ,000  users. The second  phase 
o f the pro ject is to load the records o f the 
East Lansing Public Library into the union 
catalog.

Oberlin College has received a $139,732 
grant from  the Institute o f Museum and Li
brary Services for a program  to attract un
dergraduate students from  diverse cultural 
backgrounds to the field o f librarianship. 
Six O berlin students will be  recruited an
nually for one-year undergraduate intern
ships, w hich will begin the spring o f their 
junior year and continue through next fall. 
The paid part-tim e training will include 
presentations and discussions related to 
librarianship, observation, hands-on exp e
rience with basic operations o f the library 
system, and field trips to other types of 
libraries. Beginning in the second  year of 
the project, students will com plete off-cam 
pus w inter term  p ro jects  w ith O b erlin
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alumni librarians. O ne student also will be 
chosen  annually to b e  a full-tim e graduate 
intern. He or she will assist in coordinat
ing the undergraduate program  and w ork 
to enhance library services for minority stu
dents in general and serve as a liaison to 
minority students on campus.

The University of Maryland (UM) has re
ceived  a $20 ,000  gift from  the M alvina 
Schw eizer Balogh Trust for the creation of 
a W eb site for the International Piano Ar
chives at Maryland (IPAM). Balogh, w ho 
died last year, becam e a donor to IPAM 
after giving her husband’s papers to the 
arch iv es in 1 9 8 7 . H er h u sb an d , Erno 
Balogh, died in 1989 after a distinguished 
career as a concert pianist, recording art
ist, and com poser.

UM has also been  aw arded a $247,000 
grant, in partnership with the Maryland 
State D epartm ent o f Education and the 
Prince G eorge’s County Public School Sys
tem, to recruit and train high school m e
dia specialists. The tw o-year grant pro ject 
will establish two Professional D evelop
ment School sites at local high schools. 
UM’s co m m itm ent is to co n d u ct sk ills 
analysis o f faculty and staff, provide pro
fessional developm ent opportunities for 
participants, and facilitate use o f its facili
ties by students and faculty from  the se
lected  schools.

A c q u i s i t i o n s

The personal library of J. Russell Major, a 
history professor at Emory University, was 
d onated  to G eorge  M ason U niversity  
Libraries by B lair Rogers Major, w ife o f the 
la te  p ro fe s s o r . T h e  g ift c o n s is ts  o f  
approxim ately 700 volum es mostly on the 
subject o f  French and European history in 
the 16th, 17th, and 18th centuries. Among 
the m ost interesting o f the item s is a 
multivolume co llection  o f writings and 
sources on the French national assem blies. 
The co llection  was published in 1789 in 
Paris on the eve o f the French Revolution. 
Major taught early modern European history 
at Emory University in Atlanta from  1949 
until his retirem ent in 1990, serving three

terms as department chair. During his tenure 
at Emory, he received two Guggenheim  
fellow ships, a Fulbright fellow ship, and a 
fellow ship from  the National Endow m ent 
for the Humanities.

Norman Borlaug, known as the father of 
the G reen Revolution, has donated his 
extensive papers to the University of Minnesota 
Libraries. Borlaug is the only laureate to have 
received a Nobel Peace Prize for targeting 
crop production as a way to prevent war. His 
work has focused on developing strains of 
wheat that produce under marginal conditions 
and provide subsistence farmers with a surplus 
to sell.

The papers of James B. "Scotty" Reston 
(1 9 0 9 -9 5 ) , th e  P u litzer P rize-w inn in g  
political journalist, have been  acquired by 
th e  U niversity  o f  Illin o is  at U rbana- 
Champaign. The co llection  is valued at 
m ore than $340,000 and represents Reston’s 
devotion to his alma mater. It consists o f a 
variety o f item s that relate to R eston’s 
career w ith the A ssociated Press (1 9 3 4 -3 9 ) 
and the New York Times (1 9 3 9 -8 9 ). These 
item s include publications, manuscripts, 
c o rre s p o n d e n c e , sp e e c h e s , in terv iew  
transcripts, and photographs. An overview  
o f the current Internet-based finding aid 
for the Reston papers, w hich includes a 
summary description and an alphabetical 
listing of topics and names, can be located at 
http://www.library.uiuc.edu/ahx/reston/ 
papers.htm.

Johns Hopkins University has received 
total funding o f $65,000 from  the Samuel 
H. Kress and the Gladys Krieble Delmas 
foundations to continue the developm ent 
o f an innovative W eb-based research tool 
for m edieval manuscripts. The first phase 
o f the pro ject resulted in a prototype co n 
taining digital surrogates o f three m anu
scripts o f Le Roman de la Rose principle 
m edieval text. Currently three d ifferent 
m anuscripts can be view ed and searched 
sim u ltan eo u sly  on  the W eb at http:// 
rose.m se.jhu.edu/. Phase II developm ent 
will focus on refining the search and dis
play capabilities o f the W eb site, as well 
as the metadata that en ables these capa
bilities. ■
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