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Section, in conjunction with the Public Library 
A ssociation, offered  an all day co n fe re n ce 
w ithin-a-conference: “Community College and 
Public Libraries: The Impetus toward Coopera
tion!” The Rare Books and Manuscripts Section 
sponsored “Rarities and Ephemera at the Chicago 
Historical Society Library: an Illustrated L ec
ture.”

The Slavic and East European Section offered 
a three-part program, which included “Reflections

 on the History and Prospects of Slavic Bib
liography in the United States,” “The Automation 
of Cyrillic Slavic Cataloging,” and “Current D e
velopments in Romanization of Cyrillic Scripts.” 

Trips sponsored by ACRL units included the 
Law and P o litica l S c ie n ce  S e c tio n ’s tour o f 
Chicago City Hall, the Art Section’s boat ride on 
Lake Michigan, and C JC L S’s tour of four librar
ies of the City Colleges of Chicago.

Association of College and Research Libraries 
Annual Report of the President 1977-78

This has been an active and productive year for 
ACRL. W e have addressed or are in the process 
of addressing several major issues that are of con
siderable importance to our association and its 
members.

Plans and arrangements are moving along most 
efficiently for our first national conference. A 
major staff appointment was made. Arrangements 
w ere w orked out for an annual award for 
achievem ent by an academ ic librarian. O ther 
ACRL programs produced results worthy of rec
ognition. In addition, ACRL, during 1977-78, 
addressed several ALA-wide issues that have sig
nificant impact on our association. Finally, we 
gave attention to concerns that we share with 
other organizations.

The major critical issues addressed by the as
sociation this year included the following. First, 
we made a beginning evaluation of our associa
tion’s objectives and the organizational structure 
needed to carry them out effectively, based upon 
the report of the special A CRL Ad Hoc Sub
committee on Goals, Priorities, and Structures. 
Second, we established a mechanism to assist our 
members in addressing the complex and difficult 
issues raised by the new copyright legislation. 
Third, we gave substantive review to the draft 
university libraries standards prepared by a joint 
ARL/ACRL com m ittee. F inally, we addressed 
the particularly complex and critical issues re
lated to ownership of public documents, as raised 
by the B. C. West case.

The Subcom m ittee on Goals, Priorities, and 
Structures was established in the fall of 1973 by 
ACRL President Norman Tanis with the follow
ing charge: (1) to describe the changing environ
ment of research and postsecondary education; (2) 
to identify the issues and problems relating to in
formation and library service in this environment; 
(3) to determine the role for an association such 
as ACRL in responding to these issues and prob
lems; (4) to disregard all financial aspects or the

constitutionality of its suggestions.
The committee, chaired by LeMoyne W. An

derson, submitted its recommendations, which in
cluded  proposals for significant changes in 
A C R L’s activities and structure, in the fall of 
1977. The subcommittee s report was referred, 
by the ACRL board, to our Planning Committee. 
This committee is reviewing the report and will 
make recommendations regarding its implemen
tation to the ACRL board.

The Subcom mittee on Goals, Priorities, and 
Structures was discharged with an expression of 
the board s great appreciation. Certainly, the 
work of this committee will facilitate ACRL’s abil
ity to address the major issues that lie before us. 
Its recommendations may also contribute to some 
significant changes in the organization and struc
ture of our association.

Prior to the ALA Midwinter Meeting, ACRL 
was requested by ALA to assume responsibility 
for developing guidelines on photocopying of 
coyrighted materials that could be utilized by 
academic libraries.

After discussing this issue with William D. 
North, ALA legal counsel, who met with us at 
M idw inter, the A CRL board concluded that 
ACRL should not, at this point, attempt to de
velop and publicize guidelines in this area. On 
the oth er hand, the board recognized the need 
for identify ing , in d etail, the  p roblem s that 
academic libraries and librarians are encountering 
as a result of the new copyright legislation.

Consequently, it was decided that an ad hoc 
committee on copyright questions should be ap
pointed within ACRL, with the task of identifying 
questions and issues in this area that are of con
cern to ACRL members which require legal in
terpretation or attention. These questions would 
then be forwarded to North for his review, rec
ommendations, and appropriate legal action on 
the part of ALA. This committee has been ap
pointed and has set about its task.
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At the same time, C&RL News has given par
ticular attention to copyright issues, with the 
publication of two im portant articles during 
1977-78 and plans for further publication in the 
near future.

In the spring of 1978, the Joint ARL/ACRL 
Committee on University Library Standards pro
duced a proposed standards document, which 
was submitted to the Boards of Directors of both 
organizations. This document was published in 
the April issue of C&RL News. It is being re
viewed by the ACRL Standards Committee and 
the ACRL University Libraries Section Steering 
Committee, each of whom sponsored a discussion 
session on the proposed standards, open to all 
ACRL members, at the ALA Annual Conference.

These standards will come before the ACRL 
board for final action at next Midwinter. As I find 
myself in the peculiar position of being the chair 
of this joint committee as well as president of 
ACRL, it is difficult for me to comment, in any 
objective way, about the committee’s work. I will 
express my strong hope, however, that either 
ACRL and ARL adopt these standards or give 
up, at least for the time being, our long-standing 
and perpetually unsuccessful efforts in this area.

The final major issue that ACRL addressed 
during the past year was the question of owner
ship of state documents, as this matter seemed to 
stand following the results o f  B. C. West v. North 
Carolina. William North reviewed this case and 
its implications at some length with the ACRL 
board during Midwinter.

Recognizing that, as a result of this case, there 
are serious questions regarding legal ownership of 
prerevolutionary U .S. publications, the ACRL 
board formally recommended that the American 
Library Association design an appropriate form of 
lawsuit, perhaps as a suit to quiet title to state 
papers in private collections, and institute it in a 
suitable local or state environment, with the pos
sible further intention of an appeal to the U.S. 
Supreme Court on federal issues, which would 
thereby be isolated.

The board recommended that ALA establish an 
advisory committee to legal counsel in consulta
tion with ACRL for this purpose. ALA President 
Eric Moon appointed such a committee, includ
ing strong ACRL representation. They held their 
first meeting during the 1978 Annual Conference.

During 1977-78, most of the final plans and ar
rangements were concluded for ACRL’s first na
tional conference, which will be held November 
8—11 in Boston, Massachusetts. The Conference 
Planning C om m ittee , chaired  by G eorge R. 
Parks, has done a truly outstanding job. This con
ference, with its emphasis on program, should be 
a truly signal achievem ent for A CRL and its 
members. Indeed, it does not seem an exaggera
tion to suggest that the future of ACRL will be 
significantly altered as a result of this conference.

It  gives me particular pleasure to note that,

during 1977—78, Louis A. Sasso was appointed 
editor of Choice. I am convinced that, with his 
background, experience, and ability, Sasso will 
make an outstanding contribution to A CRL in 
this capacity. I would like to take this opportu
nity to commend the search committee, which 
was chaired by Beverly P. Lynch, for the out
standing success of its efforts.

During this past year, successful arrangements 
were worked out with the Baker & Taylor Com
pany for the establishment of an annual ACRL/ 
Baker & Taylor Award to be given annually to an 
individual member of the library profession who 
has “made an outstanding national or interna
tional contribution to academic librarianship and 
academic development.” This award, which will 
carry an annual stipend of $2,000, is modeled on 
the AASL/Baker & Taylor Award. Form al an
nouncement of the award was made at the recep
tion following the ACRL program meeting at the 
1978 Annual Conference. The first award will be 
given at the A C R L N ational C o n feren ce  in 
Boston.

I am particularly pleased with this develop
ment. It characterizes, I believe, ACRL’s long
standing emphasis on the “librarian” in “librar
ianship.” I also wish to express my personal ap
preciation, as well as that of ACRL, to the Baker 
& Taylor Company for making this award possi
ble. Certainly, their interest in sponsoring this 
award demonstrates their own comm itm ent to 
furthering academic librarianship.

L ike m ost o th er professional and h ig h er
education organizations, ACRL has recognized 
the critical importance of continuing education 
for its members. In order to address this issue 
most effectively, a Continuing Education Com
mittee was established and appointed last year by 
ACRL President Connie Dunlap. This commit
tee, under the chairmanship of Richard Werking, 
has addressed itself vigorously and imaginatively 
to its task.

It is giving particular attention to gathering 
membership opinion regarding continuing educa
tion needs for academic librarians as well as pub
licizing continuing education opportunities to 
ACRL members. C&RL News has provided ex
cellent support to the committee’s efforts in both 
of these areas. In addition, the committee pro
vided valuable advice to our association with 
regard to, ALA continuing education plans, dis
cussed below.

It is literally impossible, within the compass of 
a report such as this, to recognize all the sig
nificant actions that took place within ACRL last 
year. L et me only say that most of our sections, 
com m ittees, discussion groups, and chapters 
w ere active and p rod u ctive . P articu lar note 
should be made of the continuing ACRL activity 
in such areas as academic status, standards, and 
bibliographic instruction.

Mention should also be made of the following
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developments. The Asian and African Section has 
produced a directory of Asian-African librarian 
specialists. The Supplemental Funds Committee 
has been reorganized. Funding is being provided 
from the ACRL budget to support the travel of 
ACRL Executive Com m ittee members to visit 
A C R L ch ap ters— an effort to strengthen this 
extremely important area of ACRL activity.

ACRL is, of course, a division of the American 
Library Association. Consequently, ACRL and its 
m embers participate heavily in ALA activities 
and programs. D uring the past year, several 
areas of ALA activity were particularly important 
for ACRL. These included, in addition to the 
copyright and B. C. West matters that have al
ready been discussed, issues related to the ongo
ing evaluation by ALA of its structure, continuing 
education matters, that ALA draft policy on prej
udice, stereotyp ing, and d iscrim ination, and 
collective bargaining.

A matter of obvious and potentially far-ranging 
concern to ACRL is the work of ALA’s Ad Hoc 
Committee on Future ALA Structure. The board 
discussed this document at Midwinter. At that 
tim e, the three A CRL directors-at-large, Billy 
W ilkinson, Jane F len er, and W illiam  Studer, 
were asked to prepare specific comments for dis
cussion at the Annual Conference. This is obvi
ously a matter on which A CRL must make its 
voice heard within ALA.

At Midwinter, the ACRL board also reviewed 
a memorandum from ALA Executive D irector 
Robert Wedgeworth regarding ALA and continu
ing education. Richard W erking, chair of the 
A C R L C ontinuing Education C om m ittee, ex
pressed to the A CRL board that com m ittee’s 
concerns that: (1) the association not launch con
tinuing education programs before studies are 
carried out to determine more precisely what the 
needs are in this area; and (2) that ALA give spe
cific attention to the assistance it can provide di
visions in developing continuing education pro
grams that are relevant to the particular interests 
o f their m em bership. A CRL is continuing to 
work with the American Library Association on 
this matter.

A C R L has also expressed  concerns to the 
American Library Association in two other areas. 
After reviewing the draft resolution on prejudice, 
stereotyping, and discrimination, which has been 
developed as a possible policy statement by the 
association, the ACRL board requested that a 
resolution be achieved to a possible conflict that 
it sees between the Library Bill of Rights and the 
draft resolution before ACRL undertakes any new 
steps to supplement its ongoing programs relating 
to these issues. The ACRL board also recom 
mended certain revisions in the “Collective Bar
gaining Statement of Policy” before it is adopted 
by the American Library Association.

At the Midwinter Meeting, the ACRL board, 
at the request of the ACRL Committee on Legislation

 and its chair, Susan Brynteson, passed a 
motion in support of the position of the American 
Association of University Professors that tenured 
faculty members not be considered exempt from 
protection under federal legislation extending the 
mandatory retirement age.

In a separate action, following a report from 
Frank Schick regarding collection and publication 
of library data by the National Center for Educa
tion Statistics, the board formally expressed its 
concern to N CES that this data continue to be 
collected and published on an annual rather than 
the contemplated biennial basis. It should also be 
noted that the work discussed above with regard 
to university libraries standards is a joint effort of 
ACRL with the Association of Research Libraries.

No review of A CRL’s activity during this in
teresting, exciting, and productive year would be 
complete without a recognition of the particular 
contributions of our headquarters staff. Julie A. 
C. Virgo, in her first full year as executive secre
tary, has done a truly outstanding job. The other 
m em bers o f th e  staff— Lynn C . D en nison , 
Virginia Wilcox-Wachsmuth, Robert Meinz, and 
Hal E sp o— not only have been  extrem ely  
efficient and productive but are invariably helpful 
and goodhumored, frequently beyond the call of 
duty and even under the most difficult circum
stances. It has been a pleasure to work with them.

Lynn D ennison, who resigned in February 
after more than five years of service with our as
sociation, left an outstanding record and many, 
many friends behind. She will be missed. Hal 
Espo, who filled the program officer position, has 
been on the job since May 1. Julie Virgo has not 
only had to learn a great deal under pressure but 
cope with a president who, because of a recent 
change in his own position, has had to rely very 
heavily upon her during his year in office. Cer
tainly, ACRL and its members should be very 
pleased that we have another outstanding person 
as executive secretary.

Finally, of course, I must express my great ap
preciation for the help and support that I have 
received from our past president, Connie Dun
lap, President-Elect Evan F arber, the members 
of the ACRL board, and the ACRL committees, 
sections, chapters, and their chairpersons. They 
are a hardworking, devoted, and extremely con
structive group.

Finally, my thanks and appreciation to the 
ACRL membership. W e are, without question, a 
vital, dynamic organization. Nothing makes this 
clearer than the work that has been invested in 
planning and developing the forthcoming national 
conference. It has been a great honor and a dis
tinct pleasure for me to have the opportunity to 
serve this year as president.

Eidred R. Smith 
President, ACRL
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