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New Building Dedicated at 
Idaho State University

 Idaho State University’s second library building
in a quarter-century was dedicated on October 
15, 1977, in Pocatello, with Governor John Evans 
of Idaho as the principal speaker. The building, a 
four-level, 177,000-square-foot s tru c tu re , was 
planned by University Librarian Eli M. Oboler, 
who also planned the 1954 library building, four 
blocks away. Oboler stated, “In 1954 I said that 
b u ild in g  was p lan n ed  for flex ib ility  and 
functionalism, with an eye to economy and ef
ficiency; this building has the basic qualities, plus 
a very advanced energy-conservation design— 
including fenestration, heating, ventilation, and

multiple energy source possibilities.”
Included in the building— the largest educa

tional-purpose building in the state— is an entire 
level for audiovisual services. Among the facilities 
included are three projection theaters and thirty 
multiple-purpose carrels.

The new library building, located in about the 
exact geographical center of the campus, has al
ready had a 25 percen t increase in use. W ith 
planned com puterization and data-base connec
tions, it should function well for all presently  
conceived library technology advances. ■■

Above: new Idaho State University library building opened August 1977. Below: view o f  third floor  
browsing room, featuring campus view, comfortable seating, carpeting, wooden bookstacks, and au
diovisual equipment.




