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style and uses it consistently to  cite sources; 

and

b. posts  p erm iss ion  gran ted  notices, as 

needed , fo r  cop yrigh ted  material.

Appendix I: Selected information 
literacy initiatives

• In  1989 the A L A  Presidentia l Com m ittee 

on  In form ation  Literacy issued a Final Report, 
w h ich  d e fin ed  fou r com ponen ts o f  in form a

tion  literacy: the ab ility to  recogn ize  w h e n  in

form ation  is n eed ed  and to  locate, evaluate, 

and use e ffec tiv e ly  the n eed ed  inform ation. 

http://www.ala.org/acrl/nili/ilitlst.htm l.

• In  1990, the National Forum  o n  In form a

tion Literacy (N F IL ) w as fou n ded  as a response 

to  the recom m endations o f  the A L A  Presiden

tial Com m ittee Final Report. NFIL is a “coa li

tion  o f  o v e r  75 education, business, and g o v

ernm ental organizations w o rk in g  to  p rom ote  

international and national aw areness o f  the 

n eed  fo r  in form ation  literacy and encouraging 

activities le ad in g  to  its acqu isition .” Forum  

m em bers p rom ote  in form ation  literacy nation

ally, internationally, and w ith in  their o w n  p ro

grams. h ttp://w w w .in folit.org/index.htm l.

• In  March 1998 NFIL issued A Progress 
Report on Inform ation Literacy: A n Update on 
the American Library Association Presidential 
Committee on Inform ation Literacy: Final Re
port. h ttp ://w w w . in fo l i t .o rg/ d o cu m en ts/  

progress.htm l.

• In  1998 the Am erican  Association  o f  

School Libraries (A A S L ) and the Association  o f  

Educational Com m unications and T ech n o lo gy

(A E C T ) pub lished  Inform ation Literacy Stan
dards fo r  Student Learning. T h e  AASL/AECT 

standards detail com peten cies  fo r  students in 

K -12 .

• Since 1989, in the absence o f  national 

standards, m any states, sch oo l districts, state 

university systems, and loca l institutions have 

d e v e lo p e d  in form ation  literacy com p eten cy  

standards, h ttp ://w w w .fiu .edu /~ lib ra ry/ ili/  

iliw eb.htm l.
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cerned  w ith  in form ation literacy are the M iddle 

States C o m m iss ion  o n  H ig h e r  E d u ca tion  

(M SCH E), the W estern Association  o f  Schools 

and C o llege  (W ASC ), and the Southern Asso
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graduates in the Research University. Reinvent
ing Undergraduate Education: A Blueprint fo r  
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Letter to  th e  ed ito r— Need to  en force  stan d ard s

I w o rk  w ith  grou ps that accred it occupationa l 

therapists, physical therapists, nurses, la w

yers, etc. In  these cases, each  accred itin g  

g rou p  has standards. I f  yo u  d on 't m eet the 

standards, yo u  are eva luated , w a rn ed , and i f  

the situation isn ’t corrected , yo u  h ave  you r 

accred ita tion  rem oved — or you  d on 't ge t it 

in the first p lace.

Is a ca d em ic  lib ra ria n sh ip  p ro fe ss io n a l 

en ou gh  to  establish  standards, eva luate in

stitutions accord in g  to  th ose  standards, and 

then  censure institutions that d on 't m eet the 

standards? D o  w e  h ave  guts enough? I think 

not— but w e  should.

W e rea lly  must establish standards, m aybe 

s lid in g  standards based  on  facu lty and  stu

d en t popu la tions, th e total b u d get o f  the in

stitution, etc. T h en  w e  must estab lish  p ro ce

dures to  exa m in e  ou r m em b er institutions, 

ju d ge  their ad h eren ce  to  the standards, and 

take app rop ria te  action  i f  the standards are 

not met.

A re  w e  p ro fess ionals— o r aren 't w e? A s a 

form er English p ro fessor I am am azed  at h o w  

cautious and s eem in g ly  scared  p ro fess ion a l 

librarians seem  to  b e .— D avid  M. Harralson, 
associate dean and d irector o f  the librar , 

Utica College o f  Syracuse University
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