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In th e

A lthough I have visited N orth C aro
lina several times, I have never b e e n  to 
the  city o f Charlotte. Barbara T ie rn ey ’s 
en th u siastic  descrip tion of its m any at
trac tions  (page 915) convinces m e that 
a ttendees at the 2003 ACRL National Con
feren ce  will be well rew arded . I t’s no t 
too  early  to  begin your p lanning .

The looming presence of all too many 
empty glass cases in our libraries is inescap
able. The desperation of those assigned to 
keep them  filled is suggested in the article 
by Susan Brazer and Andrea Wyman (page 
904). Fortunately, they present a variety of 
practical solutions to the problem that will 
make the presence of library display space 
seem a positive blessing.

M ary Stanley gives a de ta iled  accoun t 
o f h o w  a tea m -b a se d  a p p ro a c h  w as 
im p lem en ted  in a p articu la r academ ic  
lib rary  (page 900). An underly ing  them e 
is the  beneficial effect of g a thering  o p in 
ion and ideas from a w ide variety of staff.

Frank recognition of the  ro le p layed  by 
individuals’ personal qualities and val
ues in their w ork life w as very  m uch a 
fea tu re  of the  m e th o d o lo g y  u se d  to  
achieve organization  goals.

Once again in this issue we touch on the 
responsibilities of librarians, as librarians, in 
the larger society. Dane Ward sees instruc
tion for information literacy as more than 
just an academic exercise (page 922). He 
urges an emphasis on preparing students to 
use it as a tool to becoming aware and ac
tive in critically examining the issues affect
ing their lives and their society.

Finally, this issue gives you the opportu
nity to consider all of the various ACRL com
mittees, and to find your own place in our 
organization. The article on page 927 also pro
vides useful tips on how to become an active 
member of the committee of your choice.
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