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Where to look when you need funding

by Dawn Ventress K ight and Emma Bradford Perry

I n this technological age and on the eve of 
the new  millennium, few libraries have the 
resources to purchase, maintain, and suppor

all of the programs and technological services 
offered at libraries, especially with escalating 
costs and declining budgets. It has become nec
essary to identify creative ways to support ex
panded library services. Many libraries have 
sought external grants from local, state and 
government agencies, and from corporate and 
private foundations.

Identifying the right funding source to sub
mit proposals to can become cumbersome. The 
value of the Internet in identifying funding 
sources cannot be underestimated. There is a 
plethora of resources available on the Internet 
that can significantly enhance one’s ability to 
receive funding for libraries.

Through a team approach, The John B. Cade 
Library  at Southern University in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, has been successful in identifying and 
writing technology and distance learning grants 
that have been funded. A significant amount of 
information, which has facilitated the success
ful completion of the grant process, came from 
the various Web sites.

This selected list o f searchable databases, 
electronic publications, foundations, govern
ment agencies, and newsgroups should be of 
great interest to the beginner as well as the sea
soned grant writer. These resources cover vari
ou s asp ec ts  o f fu nd ing  and  successfu l 
grantwriting.

t

Interesting starter sites
• The Society o f  Research Administrator’s 

 (SRA) G rantsW eb. A research grant seeker’s 
heaven, SRA’S GrantsWeb provides links to 
various government, foundation, and private 
funding resources. Access: http://web.fie.com/ 
cws/sra/resource.htm#us.

•  T he G rants K eyw ord  T hesau ru s. The
Grants Keyword Thesaurus™ is a classification 
system for categorizing research opportunities. 
Initially funded by the federal government, the 
Grants Keyword Thesaurus™ provides a struc
tured method by which agency personnel, fac
ulty members, and research administrators may 
identify such opportunities. The more than 
3,000 keywords in the 8th edition of the the
saurus have been examined by professional li
brary scientists to ensure consistency with lead
ing discipline dictionaries in each research field 
listed. Access: h ttp ://w w w .ram s-fie .com / 
Keyword.htm.

• Sponsored  Program s Inform ation Net
w o rk  (SPIN). This commercially produced da
tabase of funding opportunities contains cur
rent and comprehensive information on thou
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sands of funding opportunities for projects 
that cross all in terest areas. W ith SPIN Ser
vices and Links, the user can locate funding 
for research and developm ent, international 
projects, collaborative projects, fellowships, 
academ ic program s, exchange program s, 
travel, endowments, equipment, outreach, and 
service delivery projects. Access: h ttp :/ /  
spin.infoed.org/.

Online databases—federal grants
• The C om m erce B usiness Daily. This site 

lists notices o f p roposed  governm ent p ro 
curem ent actions, contract aw ards, sales of 
governm ent property, and  o ther p rocure
m en t information. Access: h ttp ://w w w .ld . 
com/cbd.html.

• T he F ederal W eb Locator. The Federal 
W eb Locator is a service provided by the 
Center for Inform ation Law and Policy and 
is intended to be the one-stop shopping point 
for federal governm ent inform ation on  the 
W eb. Access: http://w ww .law .vill.edu/fed- 
agency/fedwebloc.html.

• N otices o f  Funding Availability. Notices 
of Funding Availability (NOFAs) are an 
nouncem ents that appear in the Federal Reg
ister, prin ted  each business day by the U.S. 
government, inviting applications for federal 
grant programs. This page allows you to gen
erate  a customized listing of NOFAs. Access: 
http://ocd.usda.gov/nofa.htm .

• F e d e r a l  I n f o r m a t io n  E x c h a n g e  
(FEDIX). This site is a free online inform a
tion retrieval service o f federal o ppo rtun i
ties for the education and research communi
ties. Access: http://web.fie.com/fedix/.

• TRAM R esearch  F u n d in g  O p p o rtu n i
tie s  a n d  A d m in istrations. TRAM is a service 
initially developed by the Texas Research Ad
ministrators G roup (TRAM). It contains a

search engine for locating funding op p o r
tunities from m any different agencies. The 
fu n d in g  in fo rm atio n  is u p d a te d  daily . 
TRAM also contains a set o f grant app lica
tion form s collected from  various sources, 
as well as standard agreem ents for subcon
tracts, non-disclosures, licenses, and links to 
o ther servers related to research funding and 
adm in istra tion . Access: h ttp :/ /tra m .e a s t. 
asu.edu/.

• U.S. D ep artm en t o f  E ducation G rants 
& C ontracts In form ation . This site provides 
detailed information on grant and other pro
grams at the department, applications, regula
tions for administering grant programs, and 
information for new  grant-seekers. Access: 
h ttp ://gcs.ed.gov/.

Foundations
•  C ou n cil o n  F ound ations. This site pro

vides information about research, publications, 
conferences, and workshops. The following 
links are available at this site: Community Foun
dations, Corporate Foundations and Giving 
Programs, Family and Public Foundations, and 
International Grantm akers. Access: h t t p / /  
www.cof.org/index.htm.

• F ound ation  Center. This searchable da
tabase serves as a gateway to philanthropy on 
Web. It includes an online librarian, founda
tion finder, foundation profiles, and much 
more. Access: http://fdncenter.org/.

• F o u n d ation s.org . This site is a directory 
of charitable grantmakers. Browse the direc
tory, choose a foundation, and search the 
organization’s homepage. Fundraising software 
and products are also available. Access: h t tp / /  
www.foundations.org/.

•  The National Science Foundation (NSF) 
G rants & A w ards. The NSF funds research 
and education in science and engineering
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through grants, contracts, and cooperative 
agreem ents. Access: h ttp ://w w w .nsf.gov / 
home/grants.htm.

Electronic publications
• T he C h ro n ic le  o f  P h ila n th r o p y . Fea

turing grant-related conferences, sem inars, 
and  w orkshops. The journal also includes 
current issues, funding announcem ents, and 
a “G u id e  to  G ra n ts .” A ccess: h t t p : / /  
ph ilan th ropy .com /.

• COS F u n d in g  N e w s . COS Funding 
News is published each w eek and includes a 
sam pling of new  and  updated  aw ard infor
m ation from  the C om m unity O f Science 
Funding O pportun ities. COS Funding O p
portun ities is one  of the m ost com prehen 
sive sources of funding information available 
on  the W eb. Access: h ttp ://fundingopps2. 
cos.com /news/

• P hilanthropy Journal O nline. This non
profit publication provides news and num er
ous topics, such as “Fundraising, Foundations, 
Corporate Giving,” etc. Access: h ttp://philan- 
thropy-journal.org/.

• RAMS F ederal In fo rm a tio n  E xch an ge  
N e w s le t t e r .  This fund ing  oppo rtu n ities  
new sletter focuses on federal agency, foun
dation, and legislative funding issues affect
ing the academ ic and  research  com m unity, 
including Electronic Research Adm inistra
tion developm ents and  o ther issues that im
pact the grants administration process. Access: 
http://www.rams-fie.com/seminars/newsletter/.

Electronic mail lists and newsgroups
• A m erica n  P h ila n th r o p y  R ev iew  D is

c u s s io n  F o ru m s. This forum allows you to 
join m ore than 15,000 of your colleagues to 
discuss such topics as grants and foundations, 
the law of tax exem pt organizations, college 
and university advancement, health care phi
lan th ro p y , arts an d  social o rg an iza tion  
fu n d ra is in g , in te rn a tio n a l fu n d ra is in g , 
m e n to r in g , a n d  m o re . Access: h t tp : / /  
philanthropy-review.com /forums/.

• Grants-1. Promotes external funding for 
education and research. Access.- http://tile.net/ 
lists/grantslto. htm l.

•  OVCR-CG. Indi
viduals involved in ad
ministration of research 
contracts and grants. Ac
cess: http://tile.net/lists/

ovcrcg.html.
•  NIHGDE-E. A mail list covering NIH 

guide to grants and contracts. Access: h ttp :// 
tile.net/lists/nihgdel.html.

• N a t i o n a l  S c i e n c e  F o u n d a t i o n  
N e w sg r o u p  (m oderated): National Science 
F oundation  grant inform ation. Newsgroup  
server: gov.us.fed.nsf.grants

• G ran t O p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r  R e se a r c h  
(m o d e r a te d ) . News pertaining to grant o p 
portunities for research. Newsgroup server: 
gov.us. topic, grants .research

Grant w riting
• T h e  B o d y  H ea rt & S o u l o f  G ran t 

W r itin g . Judith  Prebyl takes an  in -depth  
look into grantwriting. Covering topics such 
as “W hat is a G ran t,” “The Search For 
Grants,” and “The RFP/Application.” Access: 
http://w w w . friendcalib.org/f3grant.htm .

• A P r o p o s a l  W r it in g  S h o r t C o u rse .  
Published by The F oundation  Center, this 
site offers excellent tips and  strategies for 
grantwriting. Access: h ttp ://fd n cen te r.o rg / 
o n lib /sho rtcou rse /p rop  1. h tm l.

•  P ro p o sa l W ritin g  T ips. Written by the 
U niversity o f W isconsin, O shkosh, Office 
o f Grants, this docum ent offers useful in
formation in getting started and developing 
th e  p ro p o s a l c o n c e p t. Access: h t t p : / /  
w w w .u w o s h .e d u /d e p a r tm e n ts /g r a n ts /  
tips.htm l.

• P o la r is  G rants C entra l. This site p ro
vides the follow ing inform ation: grants re
sources; grants funding resources; grants 
links; grants publications and books, includ
ing the bestselling G ran tseeker’s Toolkit 
from John  Wiley and Sons, publishers; peri
odicals; grants inform ation sources for K -  
12 education , colleges, and  universities; 
grantsm anship hints; proposal writing guid
ance from Polaris Grants Central, and more. 
Access: h ttp ://w w w .p o la r isg ran tscen tra l. 
net/index.html.

Strategy. This site covers strategies in the 
proposal-writing process. An excellent how 
to guide that defines p roposal structure. 
Access: h ttp ://w w w .m o n tc la ir.ed u /p ag es/ 
O R SP/strategy.htm  ■
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