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ACRL: PARTNERS IN 
HIGHER EDUCATION

A baseball experiment with American fiction and stadium design

by William E. Brown Jr. and Rolando Llanes

Architects and librarians both build, al
though generally architects focus on build
ings and structures while librarians concentrat

on collections and information.
At the University of Miami CUM) members 

of these two disciplines collaborated to teach 
an experim ental
course that com
bined baseball lit
erature and his
tory with baseball 
stadium design.

The 1996 course,
“Architecture 510:
A Ballfield for Big 
Inning, Iow a,” 
taught by Assistant 
Professor Rolando 
Llanes, School of 
Architecture, with 
contributions from 
Associate Professor 
William E. Brown 
Jr., of the UM Li
brary, represents
an initiative by both faculty members to en
gage in collaborative projects that stretch tradi
tional librarian-faculty boundaries.

Librarian and teaching faculty partnership
The two faculty members joined forces to craft 
a unique, interdisciplinary course. Llanes and

"Big Inning," rendering of the fictional town 
of Big Inning, Iowa.

Brown first met through a “team” project that 
created a museum exhibition of baseball his

e tory in Miami. Brown’s ongoing outreach ef
forts as a rare book and special collections li
brarian to engage faculty and students in 
diverse areas of scholarly research, and Llanes’s 

two earlier classes 
on baseball sta
dium design, set 
the stage for this 
unusual course. In 
1997, they also 
collaborated on 
another course. 
This summer class 
focused on horse 
racing, and led stu
dents through the 
creation of a horse 
barn and related 
structures. Llanes 
and Brown are 
also at work on a 
documentary film 
project that traces

the architectural and social history of Miami 
Stadium, a historical baseball stadium built 
in Miami in 1947. Both faculty members are 
also founding members of the Center for Re
search on Sport in Society (CRSS), a newly 
form ed interdisciplinary program  at the 
UM.

About the authors

William E. Brown Jr. is coordinator o f Archives and Special Collections and associate professor at the Center for Research on 
Sport in Society atthe University o f Miami, e-mail: webrown@miami.edu; Rolando Llanes is a practicing architect and expert 
on sports facilities and baseball stadiums, e-mail: rllanes@ibm.net
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Course content and assignm ents
T h e  c o u r s e  sy lla b u s  in c lu d e d  re a d in g s  a n d  a s 

s ig n m e n ts  to  fo s te r  a n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  b a s e 

b a ll  a n d  b a s e b a l l  a r c h i te c tu r e  in  o u r  m o d e r n  

w o rld . T h e  fe a tu r e d  b o o k  fo r  th is  c o u r s e ,  T he 
Io w a  B a s eb a ll C on fed eracy  b y  W . P. K in se lla , is 

a  b a s e b a l l  n o v e l  o f  m y th ic a l  p r o p o r t io n .  

K in se lla , a ls o  th e  a u th o r  o f  S hoeless Jo e , a  n o v e l 

th a t  s e r v e d  a s  th e  b a s is  f o r  th e  f ilm  F ie ld  o f  
D ream s, d e s c r ib e d  T he Io w a  B a s e b a ll C o n fed 
er a c y  a s  “th e  m o s t  v isu a l [w o rk ] I ’v e  d o n e . …  

E v e ry th in g  I w rite  is v is u a l, a n d  it ’s  m e a n t  to  

b e  re a d  a lo u d — it’s  v e ry  v isu a l.”1

T he Io w a  B a s e b a ll C o n fed er a c y  t e lls  th e  

m y th ic a l  t a le  o f  a  lo s t  a n d  f o r g o t te n  b a s e b a l l  

le a g u e  in  th e  h e a r t la n d  o f  A m e ric a . T h e  m a in  

c h a r a c te r ,  G id e o n  C la r k e , s e a r c h e s  th r o u g h  

tim e  to  p ro v e  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a n  a m a te u r  b a s e 

b a ll  fe d e r a tio n . C la rk e  tra v e ls  th r o u g h  “c r a c k s  

in  t im e ,” to  t h e  y e a r  1 9 0 8  a n d  t h e  c ity  o f  B ig  

I n n in g ,  I o w a .  C la r k e  a n d  h is  f r ie n d  S ta n  

R o g a ls k i p a rtic ip a te  in  a n  e x h ib it io n  g a m e  b e 

t w e e n  th e  C h ic a g o  C u b s  a n d  a n  a l l- s ta r  t e a m  

o f  C o n fe d e r a c y  p la y e rs . T h e  in c r e d ib le  g a m e , 

w h ic h  la s ts  4 0  d a y s  a n d  2 ,6 4 1  in n in g s , s e r v e s  

a s  t h e  b a c k d r o p  f o r  a n  in c r e d ib le  t a le  th a t  

w e a v e s  h is to rica l f ig u re s  a n d  e le m e n ts  o f  p u re  

f a n ta s y  a g a in s t  a  ta p e s tr y  o f  b a s e b a l l  a n d  th e  

Io w a  la n d sca p e .

The Iow a B aseba ll C on federacy  p ro v ed  an  e x 

c e l le n t  c h o ic e  f o r  th e  a rc h ite c tu ra l s tu d io . B y  

c o m b in in g  e le m e n ts  o f  fa c t  a n d  f ic tio n , o f  c o n 

te m p o ra ry  tim e  w ith  a  b y g o n e  e ra , th is  v o lu m e  

se t th e  sta g e  fo r  a n  arch itectu ral o d y sse y  th at c o n 

c lu d e d  at th e  N ation al B a se b a ll H all o f  F a m e  an d  

L ib rary  in  C o o p e r s to w n , N e w  Y o r k .

'The C ircle ," re n d erin g  o f th e  proposed  stad iu m —
stu d en t project.

 

O n  J u n e  1 2 ,  1 9 9 6 ,  a t  t h e  E i g h t h  

C o o p e r s to w n  S y m p o s iu m  o n  B a s e b a l l  a n d  

A m e r ic a n  C u ltu re , L la n e s  a n d  B r o w n , jo in e d  

b y  th r e e  s tu d e n ts  f r o m  th e  c la s s , p r e s e n te d  a  

s e le c t io n  o f  a rch ite c tu ra l d ra w in g s , re n d e r in g s , 

a n d  m o d e ls . S y m p o s iu m  p a r t ic ip a n ts  a ls o  e n 

jo y e d  a  p re se n ta tio n  o n  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  co u rs e  

a n d  th e  e f fo r t  to  in te g r a te  b a s e b a l l  h is to ry , lit

e ra tu r e , a n d  a r c h ite c tu r e  in  th e  a c a d e m ic  c u r 

r icu lu m . T h e  S y m p o s iu m  a ls o  h o s te d  K in se lla , 

w h o  to o k  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  p a rtic ip a te  in  th is 

d is c u s s io n  a n d  c o m m e n te d  u p o n  th e  s tu d e n ts ’ 

w o rk  a n d  r o le  o f  b a s e b a l l  in  o u r  s o c ie ty .

S tu d e n t  a s s ig n m e n ts  in c lu d e d  a  v a r ie ty  o f  

a r c h ite c tu r a l  d e s ig n  p r o je c ts .  T h e  firs t a s s ig n 

m e n t  r e q u ire d  th e  p re p a r a t io n  o f  a rc h ite c tu ra l 

d ra w in g s a n d  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  a  s c a le  m o d e l 

t ic k e t  b o o t h  fo r  th e  b a ll f ie ld  d e s c r ib e d  in  B ig  

In n in g , Io w a . T h e  s e c o n d  p r o je c t  re q u ire d  th e  

“r e c o n s tr u c t io n ” o f  th e  to w n  o f  B ig  In n in g . 

C a re fu l a n a ly s is  o f  th e  n o v e l  in  o r d e r  to  b u ild  a 

p h y s ica l v e r s io n  o f  B ig  In n in g  le d  s tu d e n ts  a n d  

fa c u lty  th r o u g h  d is c u s s io n s  o n  lite r a ry  t e c h 

n iq u e s  a n d  im a g e ry . S tu d e n ts  p r o d u c e d  a  tw o - 

d im e n s io n a l m a p  o f  B ig  In n in g  a n d  a  th re e -d i-  

m e n s io n a l s c a le  m o d e l. T h e  d e s ig n  te a m  o f  n in e  

a rch itec tu re  s tu d en ts m a d e  all d e c is io n s , an d  th e  

w o r k  w a s  e v e n ly  d is tr ib u te d  a m o n g  th e  c la ss .

T h e  th ird  s tu d e n t  p r o je c t ,  e n t it le d  “T h e  

B e g in n in g ,” a s k e d  s tu d e n ts  to  c re a te  a  w o rk in g  

p ro g ra m  fo r  a  s ta d iu m  in  B ig  In n in g . T h e  p r o 

g ra m  r e q u ir e d  s tu d e n ts  to  in c lu d e  c o n c e p tu a l  

d ra w in g s , m o d e ls , a n d  d o c u m e n ts  fo r  a  “r e a l” 

b a llp a r k . F a c u lty  m e m b e r s  a l lo w e d  s tu d e n ts  

w id e  la titu d e  in  s h a p in g  th e  in d iv id u a l c h a r a c 

te r is t ic s  o f  e a c h  p r o je c t . H o w e v e r , a  le g it im a te  

c o n n e c tio n  to  th e  spirit o f  T he Iow a B ase
b a ll C o n fed era c y  r e m a in e d  a  r e q u ir e 

m e n t . T h e  s tu d e n ts  p r e p a r e d  d ra fts  o f  

d ra w in g s a n d  p re s e n te d  th e s e  p ro d u cts  

to  th e  in s tr u c to rs  to  r e c e iv e  n e c e s s a r y  

c o m m e n ta r y  p r io r  to  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  fi

n a l p lan s .

T h e  s tu d e n ts ’ f in a l p r o je c t  r e q u ire d  

th e  c o n s tr u c t io n  o f  th e  to w n  o f  B ig  In 

n in g , Io w a , in c lu d in g  th e  d e s ig n  o f  a  

b a llp a rk / tra in  s ta t io n . S tu d e n ts  fo u n d  

in itia l e f fo r ts  to  tra n s la te  th e ir  p e r s o n a l  

v is io n s  in to  tw o -d im e n s io n a l  d ra w in g s  

a n d  u ltim a te ly  in to  a  th re e -d im e n s io n a l 

m o d e l, r e p le te  w ith  fru s tr a tio n . A rc h i

t e c t s  u s u a lly  w o r k  f o r  liv in g , b r e a th in g  

c lie n ts . T h e s e  in d iv id u a ls , in  a d d itio n  to  

p a y in g  fo r  a rc h ite c tu ra l s e r v ic e s , a r e  a t
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h a n d  to  p ro v id e  n e c e s s a r y  fe e d b a c k  fo r  

m o d if ic a tio n s  in  p la n s . F o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  

th e  c la s s  p r o je c t , th e  in s tru c to rs  s e r v e d  

a s  th e  f in a l a r b ite r  o f  in te r p r e tiv e  d is 

p u tes .

E a c h  stu d en t p ro je c t  o ffe re d  a  u n iq u e  

co n trib u tio n  to  th e  d e sig n  stu d io  a n d  th e  

le a rn in g  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  a ll th e  s tu d e n ts .

T w o  d e s ig n  p ro je c ts  a re  p re s e n te d  h e re  

a s  a  r e p re s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  o v e ra ll  w o rk .

T h e  tw o  p r o je c ts  a re  t id e d  “T h e  C irc le ” 

a n d  “T h e  C o u n ty  F a i r .” E a c h  w o r k  

d r e w  u p o n  th r e e  k e y  e le m e n ts :  th e  

m y th ic a l w o rld  c r e a te d  b y  K in se lla ; th e  

m o r e  ta n g ib le  w o r ld  K in s e lla  a ls o  d e 

s c r ib e d ; a n d  th e  im a g in a t io n  o f  th e  in 

d iv id u a l s tu d e n t.

"The Circle"
T h is  b a llp a r k  d e s ig n  d ra w s  u p o n  th e  im a g e r y  

o f  T he Io w a  B a s eb a ll C o n fed eracy  th ro u g h  th e  

p r e d o m in a n c e  o f  c irc le s . F a n s  w h o  c o m e  u p o n  

th e  s ta d iu m  b y  fo o t , a rr iv e  d ir e c tly  th ro u g h  th e  

s u r r o u n d in g  Io w a  c o r n f ie ld s  a n d  d is c o v e r  a 

s tra n g e  y e t  fa m ilia r  s c e n e . T h is  d e s ig n  c o n c e p t  

w ill r in g  fa m ilia r  to  th o s e  o f  y o u  w h o  re c a ll  

th e  c r e a t io n  o f  a n  Io w a  b a llf ie ld  in  a n o th e r  o f  

K in se lla ’s w o rk s , S hoeless Jo e .
T h is  p a rticu la r d e s ig n  w a s  in flu e n c e d  b y  th e  

n o v e l ’s  m a n y  r e fe r e n c e s  to  c irc le s , a s  s ta te d  b y  

t h e  In d ia n  C h ie f , D r if t in g  A w ay :

“T h in k  o f  c ir c le s  in s te a d  o f  th e  lin e s  . . .  th e  

b a ll ,  th e  c ir c u m f e r e n c e  o f  th e  b a t , th e  o u tfie ld  

ru n n in g  to  c irc le  o f  th e  h o r iz o n , th e  b a tte r  ru n 

n in g  a r o u n d  th e  b a s e s .  B a s e b a l l  is  a s  c l o s e  to  

th e  c irc le  o f  p e r fe c tio n  a s  w h ite  m e n  are  a llo w ed  

to  a p p r o a c h .”2

“T h e r e  is  la n d  e n o u g h  f o r  u s  a ll. S e e  h o w  

sm all m y  o w n  c irc le  is, m y  c h a rm e d  c irc le . T h e  

la n d  b irth s  u s , f e e d s  u s , re c la im s  u s .”3

W ith  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  t h e  tra in  s ta t io n , th e  

b u ild in g s  a n d  s tru c tu re s  a re  p la c e d  w ith in  th e  

c ir c le , a n d  o f f e r  a  tra d it io n a l Io w a  d e s ig n  p a t

te r n — th e  re d  b a m  m o tif . B a r n  d o o r s  s e r v e  as  

e n tr a n c e  g a te s  to  m a jo r  b u ild in g s  a n d  w o o d -  

la tt ic e  c o n s tr u c t io n  d e ta ils  a id  in  a ir  v e n tila tio n  

e f fo r ts .

"The County Fair"
T h is  b a llp a rk  o ffe rs  a n  e n tic in g , c e le b r a to r y  a t

m o s p h e r e  h ig h lig h te d  b y  th e  c o lo r f u l  c a n v a s  

te n t  f a c a d e  b e a r in g  th e  p ro u d  n a m e  o f  “B ig  In 

n in g .” T h is  c le v e r  c a n o p y  s e r v e s  m u ltip le  p u r

p o s e s :  a n  e f fe c t iv e  c o v e r in g  fo r  fa n s  w a tc h in g

"Th e  C o u n ty  Fair," re n d erin g  o f th e  proposed 
stad iu m — stu d en t project

b a s e b a l l  g a m e s ; a  d is tin c tiv e  la n d m a r k  fo r  th e  

to w n , th e  s tad iu m , a n d  th e  te a m ; a n d  a  f le x ib le  

s tru c tu re  th a t  c a n  a d a p t to  fa c ilita te  n o n - b a s e 

b a ll  e v e n ts  o n  th e  s ite , s u c h  a s  a  c o u n ty  fa ir.

T h e  s q u a r e -f r a m e  d e s ig n  f o r  t h e  s ta d iu m  

c o m p le x  m e ld s  w ith  trad ition al Io w a  d e sig n  fe a 

tu re s , a n d  w h e n  c o u p le d  w ith  th e  c a n v a s  te n t  

o n  th e  o p p o s i te  s id e  o f  th e  b a llp a rk , r e s id e n ts  

o f  B ig  In n in g  h a v e  a n  a ttra c tiv e , fu n c tio n a l  fa 

c il ity  a t th e ir  d is p o s a l.

Evaluation
S tu d e n t  r e s p o n s e s  t o  a  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  s e r v e  

a s  a  b a r o m e te r  f o r  e v a lu a t in g  th is  c o u r s e . S tu 

d e n t s  e n jo y e d  t h e  n o v e l ,  a l t h o u g h  s o m e  

f o u n d  t h e  p o r t io n  o f  t h e  w o r k  d e a l in g  w ith  

t h e  l e n g t h y  g a m e  a  d is t r a c t i o n  f r o m  t h e i r  

p r im a r y  m is s io n : to  g a t h e r  a p p l i c a b l e  in f o r 

m a t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  to  d e s ig n  a  s ta d iu m  s u i t 

a b l e  f o r  t h e  e n v ir o n m e n t .

I n  a ll c a s e s ,  th e  s tu d e n ts  c o n f r o n te d  c h a l

le n g e s  th a t  f a c e  a  p r a c t ic in g  a r c h ite c t . C e r ta in  

c h a lle n g e s  w e r e  p u rp o s e ly  e x a c e rb a te d , a s  stu 

d e n ts  h a d  n o  p h y s ic a l s ite  to  e x a m in e . T h is  r e 

q u ire d  a  g r e a te r  r e l ia n c e  o n  th e ir  a b ility  to  c r e 

a te  a n  im a g e  fro m  d e s c r ip t iv e  te x t .

T h e  u lt im a te  q u e s t io n  “W h a t  d id  y o u  le a rn  

fro m  th is co u rse?” p ro d u ce d  th e  ty p e  o f  an sw e rs  

th a t  m a k e  te a c h in g  w o r th w h ile . O n e  s tu d e n t  

w ro te , I  le a rn e d  “H o w  to  im a g in e , I m e a n  tru ly  

im a g in e . T h e  e x p e r ie n c e  w a s  tru ly  re w a rd in g . 

T h e  e x e r c is e  o f  c o n v e r t in g  w r itte n  w o rd s  a n d  

f ic tio n  in to  w h a t c o u ld  b e  c o n s id e re d  a  ta n g ib le  

re a lity  w a s  a  n e w  a p p r o a c h  f o r  m e .”

A n o th e r  s tu d e n t  fo u n d  th e  c o u r s e  to  b e  a n  

in s p ir a tio n  th a t  ta u g h t  h im  “h o w  to  u s e  p s y -
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Front row : selected students. Sta n d in g: fa cu lty  
and v is it in g  panelists. Bill Brow n, fa r left, and 

R o lan do  Llanes, th ird  from  left.

c h o lo g ic a l  in f lu e n c e s  to  fo rm  a  c o n te x t ,” fo r  h e  

n o te d  th a t  h is  d e s ig n  w a s  “d riv e n  a s  m u c h  b y  

th e  m e n ta l im a g e s  a n d  e m o tio n a l  r e a c tio n s  to  

K in s e lla ’s  n o v e l  . . .  a s  b y  th e  [p h y sica l] la n d 

sca p e .”

L e sso n s  w e r e  a ls o  le a rn e d , “T h e r e  is a  c o m 

m o n a lity  b e tw e e n  th e  lite ra tu re  a n d  th e  a rc h i

te c tu re . T h e  s to ry  c r e a te s  a r c h ite c tu re  a n d  th e  

a r c h ite c tu re  c a n  c r e a te  a  s to r y .” F ro m  a n  e m o 

t io n a l  s ta n d p o in t  s tu d e n ts  le a r n e d  to  u n d e r 

s ta n d  s ta d iu m s fro m  a  v a r ie ty  o f  p e r s p e c t iv e s . 

“A  s ta d iu m  d o e s n ’t ju s t  h o ld  p e o p le ,  it h o ld s  

th e ir  m e m o r ie s . A n  e f fe c t iv e  d e s ig n  w ill c a p 

tu re  a n d  r e le a s e  th e  m e m o r ie s  o f  th o u s a n d s .”4

S tu d e n ts  w e r e  a ls o  a s k e d  to  e x p r e s s  th e ir  

fe e lin g s  to w a rd  th e  g a m e  o f  b a s e b a ll ,  a n d  o n e  

s tu d e n t fo u n d  h im s e lf  re k in d lin g  a n  in te re s t  in  

th e  g a m e , “I e v e n  w e n t  o u t  a n d  b o u g h t  a  b a t  

a n d  b a ll  ju s t  to  h it  it a r o u n d .” A  s tu d e n t  le s s  

fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  g a m e  a n d  its te rm in o lo g y  d e 

scr ib e d  b a s e b a ll a s  “a p a ss io n a te  g a m e , b e c a u s e  

it is  n o t  ju s t  a b o u t  g a rn e r in g  p o in ts  o r  ru n n in g  

th e  f ie ld  to  c a tc h  a n d  th r o w …”5

Stu d en ts  w e r e  u n a n im o u s  in  th e ir  p ra is e  fo r  

th e  c o u r s e , a n d  u rg e d  th a t th e  c la s s  b e  o ffe re d  

a g a in . “It is  a  u n iq u e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  d e s ig n  

so m e th in g , w h ic h  m o st p ro fe ss io n a ls  w ill n e v e r  

g e t  th e  c h a n c e  to  d o .”6 T h e  stu d en ts, o n c e  h e s i

ta n t  a b o u t  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  d e s ig n in g  a  fa c ility  

fro m  a  fic tio n a l s o u rc e , c a m e  to  a p p r e c ia te  th e  

c h a lle n g e  in h e r e n t  in  th e  art o f  in te rp re ta tio n , 

a  c ru c ia l c o m p o n e n t  to  a n y  a rc h ite c tu ra l o r  lit

e ra ry  e n te r p r is e .

T h e  f in a l p h a s e  o f  th e  c o u r s e ,  p r io r  to  o u r  

d is c o v e r y  th a t  th is  t o p ic  w o u ld  b e  o f  in te re s t

to  g r o u p s  s u c h  a s  th e  N a tio n a l S y m p o 

s iu m  o n  B a s e b a l l  C u ltu re  a n d  L ite ra 

tu re , in v o lv e d  a  d a y lo n g  s e r ie s  o f  p r e 

s e n ta t io n s  b y  s tu d e n ts  to  a  “ju r y ” o r  

“p a n e l” o f  e x p e r ts . A  c o m b in a t io n  o f  

te a c h in g  a n d  p ra c tic in g  arch ite c ts , b a s e 

b a ll h is to ria n s , a n d  b a s e b a ll  lite rary  e x 

p e r ts  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  t h e  re v ie w . E a c h  

s tu d e n t  p r e s e n te d  a n  o r a l s u m m a ry  o f  

h is  w o r k , in c lu d in g  th e  d is p la y , in tro 

d u c tio n , a n d  r e v ie w  o f  d ra w in g s, m o d 

e ls , a n d  su p p o rtin g  d o cu m e n ta tio n . T h e  

ju ry  lis te n e d , ev a lu a ted , a n d  q u e s tio n e d  

th e  w o rk  a n d  th e  p re s e n ta t io n , a s  a  c li

e n t  w o u ld  r e a c t  to  a  f in a l p r e s e n ta t io n  

b y  a  p r o fe s s io n a l  a rc h ite c t.

A m o n g  th e  ju ris ts  w a s  P h ilip  B e s s , a  

n o te d  a r c h ite c t  a n d  a u th o r  o n  b a s e b a ll  

stad iu m s. O n e  o f  th e  re a s o n s  B e s s  fin d s

b a llp a rk s  a n d  s ta d iu m s s u c h  a n  im p o rta n t a n d  

fa s c in a t in g  s u b je c t  “is  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  r a n g e  o f  

p r a c t ic a l , u r b a n  ( a n d  a s  th is  s tu d io  d e m o n 

stra tes) m y th ic  issu es th a t c a n  b e  a ss o c ia te d  w ith  

b a s e b a ll a n d  th e  p la ce s  w h e r e  it is p la y e d .”7 T h is  

s tu d io  illu s tra te d  o n e  o f  th e  m a jo r  d ile m m a s  

f a c in g  a r c h ite c ts  a n d  m o d e r n  a r c h i te c tu r e  to 

d ay .

“O n e  o f  th e  fru s tr a tin g  a s p e c ts  o f  th e  c o n 

te m p o ra r y  c u ltu r e  a n d  p r a c tic e  o f  a r c h ite c tu re  

is  th a t  in c r e a s in g ly  a rc h ite c tu r a l  c o n c e r n s  fo r  

p la c e m a k in g  a r e  c o n c e iv e d  o r  e x e c u te d  a p a rt 

fro m  th e  c o n c e r n s  f o r  o r  k n o w le d g e  o f  m e m 

b e rs h ip  in  th e  c o m m u n it ie s  f o r  w h ic h  th e y  d e 

sig n — if in d e e d  th e y  a re  e v e n  d esig n in g  fo r  c o m 

m u n it ie s .”8

H erein  lies th e  ultim ate ch a llen g e  fo r th e  b a s e 

b a ll a rch ite c t, a n d  th e  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  c o u rs e . In  

K in se lla ’s  story , a s  in  th e  g a m e  o f  b a s e b a ll, th e re  

a re  “so m e  tilin g s so lid  a n d  d e fin ite .” T h e  “fra m e 

w o rk  a n d  p aram eters” m u st b e  co n sid ered . B a s e 

b a ll, h o w e v e r , a n d  p articu la rly  b a s e b a ll  in  th e  

m y th ica l w o rld  o f  K in se lla , o f fe rs  a  c e le b r a tio n  

o f  th e  p o w e r  o f  c re a tiv e  in v e n tio n  o r  “fa b u la -  

t io n ,” w h e r e b y  th e  a u th o r ’s  “m a g ic  r e a lis m ” a l

lo w s  fo r  a  w o rld  w h e r e  n o th in g  is  im p o ss ib le .

H o w e v e r , th e  a r c h ite c t  a n d  th e  w r ite r  b o th  

h a v e  th e  fre e d o m  to  e x p lo re  a n d  to  c re a te . M o st 

o f te n , th e y  d o  s o  in  th e ir  s e p a r a te  w o rld s . T h e  

w r ite r  c r e a te s  a  s tru c tu re  th a t  is  p a rt  fa c t  a n d  

p a rt fa n ta sy  w ith  w o rd s  th a t h e lp  u s  s e e  th e  im 

a g e s  in  o u r  m in d s. T h e  a rc h ite c t  c re a te s  a  stru c

tu re  o f  fa c t  a n d  fa n ta s y  w ith  p e n c i l  a n d  p a p e r  

(a n d , u lt im a te ly , b u ild in g  m a te r ia ls ) , to  g iv e  

(con tin ιιed  on  p a g e  3 9 1 )
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d on  in 1694.” M ay b e it w a s m y im ag in atio n , 
b u t I sw e a r  I h e a rd  a  sh a rp  in ta k e  o f  b re a th  
a ro u n d  th e  ro o m . N o w  to  th e  p o in t  o f  th is , 
I  th o u g h t.

R e se a rch  th e n  an d  n o w
“H o w  d o  y o u  th in k  th e  w o rld  w a s d iffe re n t 
fo r  u n iv e rs ity  s tu d e n ts  w h e n  th is  b o o k  w as 
p rin te d ? ” I a sk e d . I b e g a n  w ritin g  th in g s  
d o w n  o n  th e  b o a rd  as th ey  w e re  o ffered . N o 
In te r n e t . N o c o m p u te r s . N o p h o to c o p ie r s .  
N o e le c tr ic ity . A n d  th e  lis t w e n t  o n .

I h a d  ra ised  this b e c a u s e  I w an ted  to  c o n 
v e y  to  th e  s tu d e n ts  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  h a v 
in g  p a t ie n c e  w h e n  d o in g  re s e a rc h . “N ot e v 
e r y t h in g  is  o n  t h e  N e t ,” I s a id ,  “a n d  
o fte n tim e s  th e  fu ll-te x t  s o u rc e s  y o u  c a n  g e t 
th at w ay  a re n ’t th e  b e st  o n e s  fo r  y o u r to p ic .”

T h is  p ro v id e d  a g o o d  le a d -in  fo r  ta lk in g  
a b o u t  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  c r it ic a l  sk ills  a n d  
th e  n e e d  to  ju d g e  th e  re la tiv e  m erits  o f  o n e  
s o u r c e  a g a in s t  th a t o f  a n o th e r , e s p e c ia l ly  
w h e n  th e y  c o n tra d ic t  e a c h  a n o th e r .

“N e x t t im e  y o u ’re  te m p te d  ju s t  to  ta k e  
th e path o f  least resistan ce an d  p ro d u ce  a m e
d io c re  p a p e r  w ith  a m e d io c re  b ib lio g ra p h y , 
I w a n t y o u  to  th in k  o f  th o s e  s tu d e n ts  3 0 0  
y e a rs  a g o . C o p y in g  ev ery th in g  o u t b y  han d . 
W o r k in g  b y  c a n d le lig h t. T ra v e lin g  s o m e 
tim es to  fo re ig n  c o u n tr ie s  ju s t s o  th e y  co u ld  
s e e  th e  b o o k s  th at th e y  n e e d e d  fo r  th e ir  re 
search .

“T h e n  c o m p a r e  th o s e  s tu d e n ts  to  y o u r
se lv e s . G o in g  to  th e  fifth  f lo o r  o f  th e  lib rary  
to  g et a b o o k , w h e n  it m e a n s in  th e  en d  w rit
in g  a  b e tte r  p a p e r , re a lly  is n ’t so  b a d . T h is  
p la c e  is a s to r e h o u s e  o f  k n o w le d g e . A nd  
s o m e tim e s  it ta k e s  p a t ie n c e  a n d  h a rd  w o rk  
to  d raw  o u t th e  b e s t  s o u r c e s .”

In  th e  en d , ou r learn in g  had  b e e n  c o lla b o 
rativ e an d  it h ad  b e e n  fu n . In ste a d  o f  la u g h 
in g  o r  d ism iss in g  m e  as n a iv e , th e  s tu d e n ts  
a p p re c ia te d  m y e n th u sia sm  an d  th e  tro u b le  
I h a d  ta k e n  to  in tro d u ce  th e m  to  th e  library, 
th e  u n iv e rs ity , a n d  th e  s c h o la r ly  re c o rd . I 
th ink  th ey  ca m e  ou t o f  that c lass w ith  a m u ch  
b e tte r  s e n s e  o f  w h a t  d o in g  r e s e a r c h  is  a ll 
ab o u t.

T h e  p ro fe s s o r , fo r  h e r  p a rt, th a n k e d  m e  
fo r  “p u ttin g  it a ll in  p e r s p e c t iv e .” A n d  I still 
h a d  a lm o st h a lf -a n -h o u r  to  ta lk  a b o u t  g o o d  
a p p r o a c h e s  to  title  an d  k e y w o rd  se a rch in g . 
At le a s t  th is  t im e  th o s e  sk ills  w e r e n ’t p r e 
se n te d  o u t o f  c o n te x t . ■

(“Architects... continued f  om page 386)

physical definition to  ou r dream s. Fact and  fan
tasy are as o p e n  to  literary interpretation as tra
dition and sca le  are to  architectural design.

A  success sto ry?
T o  summarize, “A Ballpark for B ig  Inning, Iow a” 
w as an experiment that celebrated the unique sta
tus o f  baseball in ou r literary and  architectural 
culture. W as it successful? From  the participants’ 
view point, the answ er is yes. D o es it have a sig
nificance and application beyon d  the classroom  
experience?

T h e  participants w ou ld  again an sw er in the 
affirmative, for the exploration and  investigation 
o f  th e im agination can n o t b e  anything but a 
w orthw hile exp erience, w hatever the academ ic 
d iscipline o r  intellectual orientation.

This architectural studio sought to recognize, 
stim ulate, an d  en co u rag e  th e spirit o f  im agina
tion so  essential to an  appreciation o f  The Iowa 
Baseball Confederacy. In  this case w e  did so  not 
by  adding innings o r  ch aracters to  th e story, or 
by  analyzing their every  w ord  and  d eed , rather 
w e  lo o k e d  inw ard and  created  several “B ig  In
nings.” No doubt, ea ch  read er has an  individual 
v ision and  interpretation o f  h o w  B ig  Inning and 
its baseball field sh ou ld  appear. T h e  effort to 
improve up on the perfection o f  the baseball field 
m ay b e  a  challenging and perhaps foolhardy en 
deavor, fo r w e are likely exp erim en tin g  w ith 
som ething b e y o n d  ou r earthly realm.

“N am e m e a m ore perfect g a m e !.. .  T ak e  the 
layout. N o m ere m ortal could  have dream ed up 
the dim ensions o f  a baseball field. N o m an could 
b e  that p erfect.”9
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