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ACRL Legislative Policy and General
Guide to Legislative A ction

Prepared by the AC RL Legislation Committee; 
submitted to the A C R L Board o f  Directors fo r  
review January 5 ‚ 1982; unanimously endorsed by 
the Board January 26, 1982.

Committee members: Keith W. Russell, chair; 
Wendell A. Barbour; Deborah Brown (intern); 
Gloria Terwilliger Brown; Bob Carmack; John C. 
Heyeck; V incent Jennings (intern); R obert L. 
Klassen; Nancy C. Kranich; James D. Lockwood; 
Charlene Mason; Elaine Sloan; Jesse Cottm an  
Smith; Paul Vassallo; Faye Zipkowitz.

I. I n t r o d u c t i o n

This docum ent presents a brief legislative pol
icy statem ent for the Association of College and 
Research Libraries (ACRL) and t he rationale be
hind that policy; describes, in a general way, the 
means by which that policy can be im plem ented; 
and serves as a general guide to legislative action 
by ACRL.

The policy set forth here is in tended to sup
port, com plem ent, and in some instances aug
m ent the legislative policy of the American Li
brary Association (ALA), ACRL’s parent organiza
tion, while at the same tim e serving the interests 
of ACRL. Legislative actions of ACRL are closely 
intertw ined with those of ALA, its divisions and 
units.

I I .  ACRL L e g i s l a t i v e  P o l i c y  S t a t e m e n t

The Association of College and Research Li
b ra rie s  (ACRL) will take  a p p ro p r ia te  ac tio n  
w henever necessary to recom m end and/or p ro 
mote legislation (including statutory and adminis
trative laws, executive policies, standards, ru l
ings, and  legal decisions) and  in te rn a tio n a l 
agreements which enhance library services to the 
academic and research communities and which, 
in other ways, contribute to the welfare and de
velopm ent of academic and research libraries and 
support the mission and goals of ACRL. Appro
priate action will also be taken to protest legisla
tion and  in te rn a tio n a l ag reem en ts  w hich  ad 
versely affect academic and research libraries and
the mission and goals of ACRL.

I I I .  R a t i o n a l e

Actions of the federal governm ent (and to a les
ser extent foreign, state and local governments)
greatly affect progress tow ard ACRL’s mission
and goals, and ACRL m ust be willing and p re 
pared to influence governm ent action. The fed
eral go v ern m en t, via leg isla tion , regu la tions, 
executive policies, programs, and legal in terpreta
tions, provides fiscal support and/or regulations
which directly  affect academic and research libraries

 their parent institutions, and related na
tional institutions and activities. In addition to 
existing and p lanned legislation and regulation 
which may need  to be supported, modified, or 
eliminated, new legislation and regulation may be 
the  m ost effective way of addressing  com plex 
problems affecting academic and research librar
ies.

IV. P r i o r i t i e s  a n d  T i m i n g  o f  A c t i o n

Each year the ACRL Legislation C om m ittee 
will develop a Legislative Program  for ACRL 
which reflects the curren t legislative scene and 
the interests of ACRL, and which takes into con
sideration the view of the ACRL Board of D irec
tors and the ACRL M em bership. This program  
will be a basic list of federal legislation goals and 
objectives to be pursued by the comm ittee and 
the  m em bersh ip  during  the  year. Progress on 
these goals and objectives shall serve as part of 
the annual report of the comm ittee.

Naturally, allowance m ust be made each year 
for necessary changes in priorities and for action 
on pressing issues that arise.

V. P o s s i b l e  A c t i o n s

Im plem entation of the ACRL Legislative Pol
icy, and programs which support that policy, will 
require that ACRL take actions such as the fol
lowing:

•  Review and analyze implications of legisla
tion (including statutory and administrative laws, 
ru lings, or legal decisions) and  in te rn a tio n a l 
agreem ents which do or could affect academ ic 
and research libraries.

•  Communicate the results of such reviews and 
analyses, and the ACRL viewpoint resulting from 
those review s and analyses to public  officials, 
other associations, etc.

•  Mobilize support, both w ithin and outside 
ACRL, for legislation, and agreem ents beneficial 
to academic and research libraries; mobilize sup

 port for adequate funding of existing library pro
gram s; m obilize opposition  to leg isla tion  and 
agreem ents which adversely affect academic and 
research libraries.

•  Influence public officials by such means as: 
 educating them  about the importance of library 
 and information issues, and the consequences of 

legislation and regulations for libraries, h igher 
education, and the national information system.

•  E d u ca te  ACRL m em b ers  and  frien d s of 
academic and research libraries about the political 

 process and the issues related to libraries, and 
, how they can effectively exercise th e ir citizen
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privileges and responsibilities to influence politi
cal opinion.

•  Encourage and motivate members to be in
volved in the political process, provide them as 
many resources as possible to facilitate their in
volvement, keep them informed of legislative de
velopments, and prompt them when political ac
tion is needed.

•  Act cooperatively with other divisions and 
units of ALA, ALA itself, other library and infor
mation associations, professional and educational 
organizations, the publishing and communication 
industries, and others, when appropriate, to sup
port or block legislation and regulations serving 
mutual interests and needs.

V I. O r g a n iz a t io n  f o r  A c t io n

The following committees, boards, offices, etc., 
all have roles to play in the implementation of 
ACRL legislative activities, and in one way or 
another influence ACRL legislative actions. The 
charges to some of these groups, and some of 
their key functions relative to the ACRL Legisla
tion Committee are:

A. ACRL Legislation Committee (13 members)
•  Charge: “To take a direct and active role in 

formulating objectives and in planning legislative 
action at the national level which may affect the 
welfare of academic and research libraries; to take 
responsibility for initiating as well as promoting 
such programs; to work through normal ALA 
channels and other channels for their passage and 
implementation. ”

B. ACRL Office
•  Provides support services for regular work of 

the committee and for legislative actions.
•  Monitors legislative developments and ini

tiates action via the committee and/or directly, as 
needed; assists the committee in setting legisla
tive priorities for ACRL.

•  Keeps ACRL members (and others) aware of 
legislative issues and activities, and broader is
sues related to legislation, through publications of 
the association (C&RL News‚ College and Re
search Libraries) and other means.

C. ACRL Board of Directors (14 members)
•Approves resolutions and other legislative ac

tiv ities of ACRL and the ACRL Legislation 
Committee, and the funding needed for such ac
tivities; assists the committee in setting legislative 
priorities for ACRL, and in carrying out legisla
tive programs.

D. ACRL Legislative Network
•  Consists of approximately 220 academic li

brarians, nationwide, who have volunteered to 
write legislators and in other ways take action on 
legislative issues affecting academic and research 
libraries. Action of this network is coordinated by 
the ACRL Legislation Committee with assistance 
from the ALA Washington Office. Contact with

the network is maintained via memoranda and 
urgent memoranda (i.e., “calls for action”) sent to 
the network as needed.

E. ACRL Membership
•  Assists the committee in setting legislative 

priorities for ACRL, and carries out much of the 
prescribed action either individually or through 
the ACRL com m ittees, sections, discussion 
groups, chap ters, and the  ACRL Legislative 
Network.

F. ALA Washington Office
•  Keeps ACRL m em bers (and m em bers of 

ALA, and o ther in terested  persons) aware of 
legislative developments via direct contact, formal 
presentations, the ALA Washington Newsletter, 
etc.

•  Provides assistance to the ACRL Legislation 
Committee, as needed and available, in the prep
aration and mailing of urgent memoranda to the 
ACRL Legislative Network, provides advice and 
recommendations to the committee, and prompts 
the committee when action would be useful.

•  Serves as a liaison to other associations seek
ing to influence legislation related to libraries, in
formation, and higher education.

G. ALA Legislation Committee (10 members)
•  Charge: “To have full responsibility for the 

Association s total legislative program  on all 
levels—federal, state, and local. To recommend 
legislative policy and programs for Council approval
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 and to take the necessary steps for im 
plementation. To protest any legislation or execu
tive policy adversely affecting libraries. To seek 
rulings and interpretations of laws and regulations 
affecting the welfare and developm ent of librar
ies. To represent the ALA before executive and 
legislative branches of governm ent as required at 
all levels. To provide a forum  w ithin ALA to 
gather information about needed legislation and 
to keep all units of the Association informed of 
the ALA legislative programs. To direct the activ
ities of all units of the Association in matters re 
lating to legislation.”

•  Issues and regularly updates two publica
tions: ALA Federal Legislative Policy, ALA Legis
lative Program.

•  Sponsors the “Legislative U pdate” program 
presented at each annual and m idwinter m eeting 
of ALA.

H. ALA Legislation Assembly (10 members)
•  Charge: “To act in an advisory and resource 

capacity to the ALA Legislation Committee. The 
indiv idual m em bers, nam ed by the  divisional 
boards to the assembly, shall serve as liaison to 
their divisional boards in matters relative to legis
lation.” (Note: the chair of the ACRL Legislation 
Com m ittee is the ACRL representative on the 
Assembly.)

I. ALA Council
•  Acts on recommendations of the ALA Legis

lation Committee; puts the full weight of the As
sociation behind issues by adopting resolutions 
taking particular positions. ■■

Serial Titles Still Vary

To c o n tin u e  th e  w ork by th e  rec e n tly  
ceased publication Title Varies, the ALA Re
sources and Technical Services Division s Se
rials Section  has e s ta b lish e d  an Ad Hoc 
Com m ittee to award the W orst Serial Title 
Change of the Year. Categories to be consid
ered (in keeping with the Title Varies tradi
tion) include:

1) Frivolous title changes for no apparent 
reason which produce no advantage.

2) The change of an old respected title un
necessarily.

3) R epea ted  title  changes, th e  la test of 
which is no b e tte r  than  any of the  form er 
ones.

4) The “E t tu, Brute?” category for library 
publications that should know b e tte r  (more 
recen tly  known as the  Snake in the  Grass 
Award).

N om inations will be w elcom ed th rough  
June 1, 1982. Please supply a complete cita
tion describ ing  the  change, inc lud ing  the  
num ber and/or date and title of the last issue 
with the old title; num ber and/or date of the 
first issue with the new title; and publisher’s 
full name and address. Photocopies of relevant 
title pages are encouraged as verification.

Send nominations to: Miriam Palm, Serials 
D epartm ent, Green Library, Stanford Univer
sity, Stanford, CA 94305.


