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News from the Field
A C Q U I S I T I O N S

• The Benson Latin American Collection at 
T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e x a s  recently acquired 
two collections of manuscripts, one related to 
Chilean history and the other to Mexican his
tory.

“Both collections are significant and add con
siderable, depth to our present holdings,” says 
Laura Gutierrez-Witt, head librarian of BLAC. 
“Although the Mexican material is essentially 
a miscellaneous collection, it reinforces other 
manuscript and microfilm collections.”

The Chilean material consists of about 325 
pages in three volumes. A journal and a letter- 
book, dated from 1817 to 1827, were written 
by John Hanna of Greenock, Scotland, a mem
ber of a British trading expedition to Buenos 
Aires and Valparaiso, who later joined the fight 
for Chilean independence. His letters include 
observations and impressions of the wars and 
the resulting political, social, and economic cli
mate of western South America.

Another letterbook, dated from 1819 to 1822, 
consists of official letters between Lord Thomas 
Cochrane, vice admiral of the Chilean navy, 
and some of the major figures involved in the 
fight for independence.

The Mexican collection includes approxi
mately 550 manuscripts and broadsides cover
ing the period from 1547 to 1891. The 
2,500-page group forms several mini-collections 
related to colonial hacienda and land records; 
Indian matters such as taxation, water rights, 
and land usage; military affairs; church organi
zation and practices; and economic affairs.

The Benson Latin American Collection is 
part of the UT General Libraries.

• The Harold B. Lee Library at B h ic h a m  
Y o u n g  U n i v e r s i t y  recently received the 
archives of legendary motion picture producer- 
director Cecil B. DeMille. A gift from the late 
filmmaker’s daughter, Cecilia DeMille Harper, 
the DeMille Archives consist of more than 400 
cubic feet of production files, correspondence, 
publicity records, photographs, artwork, scripts, 
and memorabilia. Among the thousands of 
items in the collection are DeMille’s copious 
handwritten production notes for Union Pacific 
(1939); complete script files for each of his 
films from story treatment and notes to the final 
shooting script; unproduced subjects in various 
stages of development that for many reasons 
never made it to the screen; screen and costum
ing test photographs for Charlton Heston and 
Yul Brynner for The Ten Commandments 
(1956) as well as extensive set design sketches 
and publicity campaign records for the inter

nationally acclaimed film; fan mail dating from 
the mid-1920s through late 1959; and reviewer 
opinion cards filled out by those attending 
specially arranged studio preview screenings 
for many of DeMille’s seventy motion pictures.

A major portion of the DeMille Archives is 
comprised of the correspondence files and rec
ords of Paramount Pictures covering the years 
1934-59. Paramount was the studio at which 
DeMille was headquartered for more than two 
decades.

DeMille’s stature along with Samuel Gold- 
wyn and David O. Selznick as one of the few 
independent film producers makes the DeMille 
Archives one of the few collections of its kind 
in the world. The archives reflect DeMille’s 
deep commitment to thorough research on each 
of his films. Volume after volume of research 
notebooks painstakingly document historical in
cidents relating to his late silent movies and all 
of his sound films.

As well as containing extensive information 
on his film career, the DeMille Archives amply 
document the filmmaker’s endeavors in real es
tate, radio, early aviation, political activism, 
and civic leadership. The DeMille Archives are 
preserved in the Division of Archives & Manu
scripts at Brigham Young University’s Harold 
B. Lee Library.

• Copies of 300 letters written by a soldie
to his family during the Civil War are the re
cent gift to I n d ia n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  by the 
soldier’s grandson, Horace Davidson, of rural 
West Terre Haute.

Davidson’s grandfather was John Henry Rip- 
petoe, a local teacher and farmer who was a 
sergeant in Eli Lilly’s 18th Indiana Light Artil
lery Battery. His letters tell of the life in en
campments along the 7,000-mile route the 
battery traveled (6,000 miles of it on foot) in 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, and Georgia 
during the three-year period (July 1862 to 
August 1865) and his reactions to what was 
happening.

The unit figured prominently in several im
portant battles of the war— Hoover’s Gap near 
Chattanooga, the Battle of Chickamauga, and 
General Sherman’s Atlanta campaign— and Rip- 
petoe’s accounts have already proved useful for 
Indiana writer John Rowell who used informa
tion in the letters for his reference work, 
Yankee Artillerymen, published by the Univer
sity of Tennessee Press.

The letters have been in Davidson’s posses
sion since he found them about forty-five years 
ago stuffed in an old metal coffee can on the 
family farm near Green Valley Mine. Neatly 
written and well preserved, they are seen as a
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valuable source of information for American 
history students and scholars.

For one thing, they are missives from a com
mon soldier and cover a good portion of the 
war. For another, they concern a family that 
has lived in western Indiana for more than 125 
years. The Rippetoes are descendants of the 
French Huguenots who first settled in Virginia 
and moved westward in search of more room and 
because “they hated the institution of slavery.”

“The complete story of the Civil War has not 
and never will be told,” says ISU history pro
fessor Dr. Donald Scheick, “but any time we 
get information like these letters the many, 
many gaps slowly begin to fill.”

The letters will become part of the manu
script collection housed in Cunningham Me
morial Library’s Rare Books and Special 
Collections Department.

• The Art & Architecture Library of W a s h 
in g t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  has acquired from the Ran
ken Institute of St. Louis the office collection 
of Eames & Young, a distinguished architectural 
firm active in St. Louis from 1886 to 1915. The 
collection, originally housed in the Wainwright 
Building, where the firm had its headquarters, 
was transferred to the Ranken Institute, where 
it has been preserved for the last fifty years. 
The majority of the books in the collection 
(167 titles in 273 volumes) were printed be
tween 1880 and 1910, with a few printed be
fore and after those dates. Most of the books 
are oversize and many are portfolios with fine 
illustrations, in an exceptional state of preserva
tion. Almost all the items in the collection are 
identified with the firm’s ex libris; a number of 
the items are inscribed by or to W. S. Eames. 
The more distinguished items include a four- 
volume set of Stuart & Revett’s Antiquities of 
Athens and a copy of Geo. Battista Falda’s 
seventeenth-century edition of Le Fontane di 
Rome, both works with important original il
lustrations. A unique part of the collection is 
eleven photo-albums, eight of which document 
the construction of large public buildings by the 
firm during the first decades of the twentieth 
century in St. Louis and other major U.S. cities; 
the other three albums, containing photographs 
of small French chateaux, were probably used 
as models for the domestic buildings executed 
by the firm.

• The Fine Arts Library at the U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  N e w  M e x i c o  recently announced the avail
ability of the Batchelder-McPharlin Puppetry 
Collection, one of the world’s major private 
collections on the subject of puppetry. The ma
terial was assembled by Dr. Marjorie Batchel- 
der McPharlin over a long and highly 
productive career in every aspect of the field 
of puppetry. It consists of about 2,200 items, 
the earliest of which was dated 1715; is inter

national in scope; and relates to all applications 
of puppetry— theatrical, technical, educational, 
and therapeutic. Included is material on pup
petry in Western Europe, Indonesia, the Orient, 
and the Americas, with emphasis on material 
from Eastern European countries.

It is hoped that a bibliography of the 
Batchelder-McPharlin Collection will be pub
lished soon. For information concerning the 
collection, contact the Fine Arts Library, Uni
versity of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 
87131.

• In March, 1977, the Friends of the U n i
v e r s i t y  o f  U t a h  Libraries took advantage of 
an opportunity to make a significant contribu
tion to the library collection through the pur
chase of a rare 1845 edition of George Catlin’s 
North American Indian Portfolio. This repre
sents the crowning work of a gifted American 
artist, who spent the years from 1829 to 1838 
traveling in what was then known as the Far 
West. He painted more than 600 portraits of 
distinguished Indians of both sexes. The 31 
magnificent plates, of large format, in the copy 
given to the Marriott Library by the Friends 
are among his best work.

This volume is a worthy addition to one of 
the finest collections of Indian portraits and 
photographs to be found in any library in the 
country. The Marriott Library already possesses 
the tint editions of McKinley-Hall and Karl 
Bodmer portraits as well as lithographs by Ed
ward S. Curtis and other early American 
photographers.

• Leslie R. Morris, director of the library, 
X avier University o f  L ouisiana, announced 
recently that the holograph of the poem “L ib
erty” by Frederick Douglass has been discov
ered by Thomas Bonner, Jr., associate pro
fessor of English at Xavier, in the Xavier 
University-Heartmann Collection. The poem is 
the second earliest artistic production of Doug
lass and has never been published. Copies have 
been sent to the Frederick Douglass Papers 
Project at Yale and the Library of Congress. It 
is currently under consideration for publication.

• Chapman Grant of Escondido, California, 
sole surviving grandson of President Ulysses S . 
Grant, recently presented to Morris Library, 
S o u t h e r n  I l l in o i s  U n i v e r s i t y , Carbondale, 
a collection of some sixty-five family letters and 
fifteen massive scrapbooks.

Southern Illinois University houses the 
Ulysses S. Grant Association, which is editing 
The Papers o f Ulysses S. Grant. Southern Illi
nois University Press has already published six 
volumes of this comprehensive edition of 
Grant’s own writings.

Chapman Grant’s father, Jesse Root Grant, 
was bom in 1858 in St. Louis County, the
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fourth and last child in the family. Now ninety 
years old, Chapman Grant served many years 
in the U.S. Army. An enthusiastic and versatile 
naturalist from his youth, he is the author of 
many scientific papers. Born two years after his 
grandfather’s death, Chapman Grant received 
many of the letters included in this collection 
from his grandmother, Julia Dent Grant, who 
lived until he was a teenager.

For many years Chapman Grant assembled 
a series of massive scrapbooks containing let
ters and clippings concerning his own career 
and the lives of his parents and grandparents. 
These and the family papers are available to re
searchers at Southern Illinois University, along 
with other collections of Grant family papers 
donated by other members of the family.

Southern Illinois University has purchased 
one of the rarest of all Grant books, a made-to- 
order collection of mounted photographs en
titled Seven Mile Funeral Cortege o f Genl. 
Grant in New York Aug. 8, 1885, issued in 
Boston by the U.S. Instantaneous Photographic 
Company shortly after the funeral. Promoter 
J. T. Lloyd had stationed some 100 photogra
phers along the route of the procession to 
create what he advertised as “The Grandest 
Memento of the Dead Hero on Earth!” Lloyd’s 
photographs join what may be the largest col
lection of printed Grant materials in the coun
try, including a number of books owned by 
Grant.

• Perkins Library, D u k e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  has 
acquired the papers of Daniel Calhoun Roper 
(1867-1943)‚ secretary of commerce under 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt during the 
New Deal era. The collection consists of about 
35,000 items and twenty-three volumes cover
ing the period chiefly from 1928-38. The items 
not directly related to Roper’s service as secre
tary of commerce (1933-38) are perhaps as 
numerous and significant as are his files as sec
retary of commerce. The earlier ones deal with 
national politics, especially the 1932 presiden
tial campaign; agriculture; Prohibition; the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South; and the 
several institutions of higher learning with 
which he was associated—American University, 
Coker College, and Duke University.

• The E m b r y - R i d d l e  A e r o n a u t i c a l  U n i
v e r s i t y  ( E-RAU) Research Collection library 
was formally dedicated recently at the univer
sity’s Daytona Beach main campus.

The new E-RAU Collection is one of the 
most comprehensive aviation literature displays 
in existence. Many rare and valuable docu
ments ranging from early nineteenth-century 
essays on balloon flight to current NASA lab
oratory reports are part of the collection. Nu
merous foreign works also are included in the 
library.

Some samples are a complete collection of 
L ’ Aeronaute, a French ballooning periodical 
published from 1868 to past the turn of the 
century; repair and maintenance manuals for 
Curtiss OX-5 Aeronautical Engines; a brochure 
on the DC-3, produced by the Douglas Air
craft Company in the mid-thirties; a 1947 
Beech Aircraft Company sales flip chart de
scribing its then new A37 Bonanza; a print of 
Alan B. Shepard, Jr., on the moon used for the 
cover of Aviation Quarterly’s bicentennial edi
tion; and complete collections of many leading 
aviation and aerospace magazines, both U.S. 
and foreign.

The research collection has been under de
velopment for several years. After slow initial 
growth, it was greatly expanded when the Man
ufacturers Aircraft Association (MAA) donated 
its vast library to the university.

Under the direction of MAA General Man
ager J. F. Murbach, more than 10,000 volumes 
and numerous memorabilia were turned over 
to Embry-Riddle’s Gill Robb Wilson Memorial 
Flight Center library facility. The MAA contri
bution became the core of the university’s re
search collection, with many other documents 
from a variety of sources included.

• Nearly 400 items by and about Jorge Luis 
Borges— including rare first editions of his 
work, an unpublished poem, translations in 
several languages, and critical works in Spanish 
and English— have been purchased by the 
Alderman Library at the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r 
g i n i a .

Library officials and literary scholars here are 
excited about the acquisition because Borges, 
despite his former post as director of Argen
tina’s national library, has tried to destroy many 
of his early works by buying and burning them 
in efforts to disassociate himself from them.

“The titles acquired by the library’s rare 
books department have not turned up on the 
international market,” says C. Jared Loewen- 
stein, the Ibero-American bibliographer who ar
ranged the purchase. “You could spend twenty 
years tracking down even one title, and it is 
amazing to have them together here.”

The first editions and related material from 
the 1920s and 1930s that once belonged to a 
friend of Borges comprise the most comprehen
sive collection on Borges in the United States, 
Loewenstein said, predicting it will give “a 
totally new picture of Borges.”

Borges’ great admiration for Edgar Allan 
Poe, who attended the University of Virginia, 
drew him to Charlottesville where he gave an 
extremely rare public reading of some of Poe’s 
poems in a crowded Newcomb Hall ballroom.

Now, nine years later, the university library, 
which already held four rare editions, plans to 
develop its Borges collection further, with 
Loewenstein adding works in foreign languages



269

and Joan St.C. Crane, American literature cura
tor, selecting publications in English. In addi
tion, the library plans to publish an annotated 
bibliography and cosponsor a symposium on 
Borges next spring, Loewenstein said.

Besides Borges’ writings, the new collection 
includes the writer’s translations of Faulkner, 
Virginia Wcolf, and Walt Whitman. This fall, 
a new course on Borges and Faulkner will be 
taught by Douglas T. Day, III, professor of 
English.

• The actual working papers of a prominent 
American dictionary maker have been acquired 
by I n d ia n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  for use by stu
dents in its developing lexicography program.

Among the papers of Chicagoan Mitford 
Mathews is correspondence with distinguished 
people from around the world concerning the 
origins of words. Mathews, 86, edited A Dic
tionary o f Americanisms, among other projects, 
during his long career. He is professor emeritus 
of English at the University of Chicago.

Linguistics specialist J. Edward Gates of the 
ISU English faculty said the Mathews papers 
are “a treasure trove” for students who now 
will be able to see what a person actually goes 
through in tracing the meaning of words. “It 
is the sort of research that needs to be done,” 
he reported. “Even the opinions expressed by 
Mathews in trying to get to the original mean
ing should prove interesting,” he added.

Robert O’Neill, head of rare books and spe
cial collections at ISU’s Cunningham Memorial 
Library, shares Gates’ view. “These are truly 
the reflections of a lexicographer at work,” he 
said. “The addition of this collection is a start 
in the right direction for us because we lack 
papers showing how dictionary makers go 
about collecting their information.”

Because of its fine dictionary collection and 
its program in lexicography, ISU is becoming 
recognized as a growing center for dictionary 
studies in the United States, according to 
Gates, who heads the program.

The library’s holdings in the area of lexicog
raphy include the 5,000-volume Cordell Collec
tion of rare and early dictionaries established 
in 1970. The initial gift provided the impetus 
for the university’s program in lexicography, 
which currently includes four courses with 
plans to expand to a full master’s degree pro
gram.

The Dictionary Society of North America, 
which was founded in 1975, has its headquar
ters and meetings on the campus, and several 
other conferences focusing on the Cordell Col
lection have been conducted at the facility dur
ing the last seven years.

The papers are housed in the Rare Books 
and Special Collections area of Cunningham 
Memorial Library.

G R A N T S

• The National Endowment for the Human
ities ( NEH) has awarded $80,000 to D u k e  
U n i v e r s i t y  for the compilation of a union list 
of the South Asian government serial publica
tions in the major U.S. libraries.

The proposed union list covers a period of 
about 100 years, beginning with the enactment 
of the Government of India Act, 1858, when 
the administration of India was transferred 
from the East India Company to the British 
Crown, and terminates with the end of the 
Dominion status of India in January 1950. 
Publications issued since 1950 are covered by 
New Serials Titles. The Union List proposes to 
update Winifred Gregory’s Indian section of 
A List o f Serial Publications o f Foreign Gov
ernments; 1815-1931 (New York, 1932).

Holdings of the following libraries will be re
corded: Columbia University, Cornell Univer
sity, Duke University, Harvard University, 
Library of Congress, New York Public Library, 
University of California— Berkeley, University 
of Chicago, University of Illinois, University of 
Michigan, University of Minnesota, University 
of Missouri, University of Pennsylvania, Univer
sity of Washington, University of Wisconsin, 
and Yale University.

The project will be directed by Avinash C. 
Maheshwary, South Asia bibliographer, Duke 
University Library. Proposed to be completed 
by April 1979, the project will cost approxi
mately $190,000, of which $80,000 is award
ed by NEH.

• In 1867, Henry Adams, an ambassador’s 
son and the descendant of two U.S. presidents, 
wrote a pungent letter to his brother calculat
ing how to emulate their family’s distinguished 
political tradition.

That unpublished letter is just one of some 
4,400 Henry Adams letters which survive.

Today, researchers at the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
V i r g in i a  are transcribing and studying Adams’ 
letters, which they suggest provide a biography 
of the Western world from before the Civil War 
until the end of World War I.

Since 1971, Charles Vandersee, associate pro
fessor of English at the university, and Ernest 
Samuels, professor emeritus at Northwestern 
University, have been working on a comprehen
sive edition of the Adams letters, more than 
half of which have never been published. J. C. 
Levenson, the Edgar Allan Poe Professor of 
English at the University of Virginia, joined the 
project last year.

The university recently received a $75,882 
grant from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities (NEH) to support the Adams 
project. In addition, NEH is offering a match
ing grant of up to $ 19,493 on the basis of 
gifts to the endowment for the work.
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• The W a y n e  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  Libraries 
received a grant for $32,550 from the State 
Library Services, Michigan Department of Ed
ucation, to expand the Detroit Area Union List 
o f Serials to include the periodical holdings of 
Oakland University, the University of Michi- 
gan-Dearborn, and the respective holdings of 
the Detroit Public Library. The Michigan State 
Library Services’ periodical titles currently re
ceived, plus those needed to update its 1975 
Ncncurrent Periodicals List, are also to be 
added to the list. The name of this union list 
will be changed to the Union List o f  Selected 
Serials o f Michigan.

With this grant the number of libraries con
tributing data of all of their periodical holdings, 
or of selective titles, has reached fifty-five. The 
number of titles listed is expected to be more 
than 47,000 when these additions have been 
completed.

M E E T I N G S  & W O R K S H O P S

O c t o b e r  28: The New England Chapter of 
the Association of College and Research Li
braries is offering a workshop on G r a p h ic s  
in  L i b r a r i e s ;  I n - H o u s e  P u b l i c a t i o n s , S ig n s  
a n d  M e d i a . The workshop will be held at 
the Monroe C. Gutman Library, Harvard Uni
versity School of Education, in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. For further information, contact 
Ellen Levin, Framingham State College, Henry 
Whittemore Library, Framingham, MA 01701; 
(617) 877-3501, ext. 271.

N o v e m b e r  9-11: The I n s t i t u t e  o n  L e g a l  
R e f e r e n c e  will be sponsored by the University 
College, University of Maryland. It will survey 
the current legal reference tools used in public, 
academic, and special libraries; provide instruc
tion in the use of the indexes and services 
which control the primary legal materials for 
federal, state, and local statutes and for federal 
and state court decisions; and examine the 
growing field of administrative law. Techniques 
of research in law, including Sheperdizing (es
tablishing precedent and the present status of 
law) will also be covered. The institute will 
emphasize federal and Maryland law and will 
provide participants with the opportunity to do 
research on legal questions and to examine legal 
materials.

Registration will be limited to thirty-five per
sons, and there will be a fee of $100, which in
cludes all workshop materials. For additional 
information call Professor Reynolds, (301) 454- 
5451, or write to University of Maryland Uni
versity College, Conferences and Institutes 
Division, University Boulevard at Adelphi 
Road, College Park, MD 20742. Application 
deadline is November 1, 1977.

N o v e m b e r  14-16: The Graduate School of 
Library and Information Sciences, University 
of Pittsburgh, has announced its 1977 Pitts
burgh Conference, T h e  O n - L i n e  R e v o l u t io n  
i n  L i b r a r i e s . For further information see the 
July/August issue of C&RL News.

N o v e m b e r  15-18: A L i b r a r y  M a n a g e 
m e n t  S k i l l s  I n s t i t u t e  to benefit individuals 
with administrative responsibilities in research 
libraries, as well as individuals looking forward 
to careers in academic and research library 
management, will take place at the Cross Keys 
Inn, Columbia, Maryland. The Office of Uni
versity Library Management Studies of the 
Association of Research Libraries is sponsoring 
the four-day event. For further information see 
the September issue of C&RL News.

N o v e m b e r  18-19: The Southwestern Library 
Association (SW L A ) will sponsor a C ontinu
ing E ducation S h o r t  Conference in Dallas, 
Texas. Participants will have the opportunity 
to explore in depth one of the following subject 
areas during the conference: ( 1 )  “Communica
tions in Libraries: Insight and Strategy,” (2 ) 
“Copyright,” (3 ) “Networking,” (4 ) “Profes
sional Effectiveness,” (5 )  “A Reference Update 
on Energy,” (6 )  “A System Approach to Me
dia.” Enrollment in each workshop will be 
limited. Registration for SW LA members is 
$50 and for nonmembers, $75. For further in
formation write to Marion Mitchell, Executive 
Director, SW LA, 11300 North Central Express
way, Suite 321, Dallas, T X  75243, or call (214) 
750-0269.

J a n u a r y  20-25: The S i x t h  A n n u a l  C o n 
f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  A r t  L i b r a r i e s  S o c i e t y  o f  
N o r t h  A m e r i c a  will be held in New York 
City at the Barbizon Plaza Hotel. For more 
information, contact ARLIS/NA, P.O. Box 
3692, Glendale, CA 91201.

M I S C E L L A N Y

• The L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s  C a t a l o g in g  
D i s t r i b u t i o n  S e r v i c e  will acquire a new cata
log card printing capability next spring for its 
Card Reproduction Service.

The new system, called CARDS ( Card Auto
mated Reproduction Demand System) is being 
developed under a contract with Xerox Electro- 
Optical Systems in Pasadena, California.

CARDS utilizes advanced laser, xerographic, 
and computer technology and will be linked to 
existing computer software and systems devel
oped and used by the Cataloging Distribution 
Service since 1970.

The system will provide for the printing of 
catalog cards from MARC ( MAchine-Readable 
Cataloging) records as they are needed. It
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eliminates the necessity of maintaining a card 
inventory.

CARDS will have the capacity to print with 
mixed fonts and point sizes and mixed roman 
and nonroman characters. I t  will print diacritics 
over characters, provide proportional spacing, 
and produce graphic quality character images.

• The newly established A m e r i c a n  F o l k - 
l i f e  C e n t e r  i n  t h e  L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s , 
with its mandate to preserve, present, and dis
seminate American folk cultural traditions, has 
made the library conscious of its need to ex
pand its collection of publications produced in 
the United States by organizations representing 
the nation’s many ethnic groups. The library is 
therefore calling for the assistance of all per
sons, organizations, or institutions that can give 
specific information about such publications.

The library currently holds a large sample, 
reflecting the most varied ethnic interests. I t  
does not, however, approach comprehensive 
coverage of such materials. The collections are 
relatively strong in their representation of do
mestically printed non-English-language news
papers. Many periodicals and a broad assort
ment of monographic materials dealing with 
ethnic matters also are to be found, including 
publications sponsored by church and other or
ganizations having a special ethnic focus, folk
lore studies, personal memoirs and reminis
cences, and genealogical materials.

Many sponsoring groups do not actively pub
licize their work or do not realize that it would 
have interest outside their particular special 
readership. As a result, their publications do 
not come to the library’s notice through copy
right, book reviews, citations in the general 
news media, or any of the established channels 
of bibliographical control.

As a first step towards extending coverage, 
the library needs specific information about 
titles of ethnic publications of every type, rang
ing from pamphlets to substantial multivolume 
collections, from newsletters and local periodi
cals to journals with a national distribution. 
For books, pamphlets, and music, the library 
wishes to receive such information as author, 
title, address of publisher or distributor, and 
indication as to whether the publication is 
available free or whether it  must be purchased 
(w ith cost, if  know n). In  the case of newspa
pers, magazines, and other types of periodicals, 
a sample issue, in addition to the information 
just cited, would be of great help in deciding 
whether or not to request a particular title. Not 
all of the publications reported will necessarily 
be acquired or retained by the library for its 
permanent collections. Many are already in
cluded in its holdings. But public response will 
be invaluable in assisting the library to deter
mine the full range of ethnic publications and 
to sample, evaluate, and ultimately obtain the

materials needed to make the national collec
tions of ethnic minority publications truly rep
resentative.

This request covers publications of all ethnic 
groups. The library is particularly concerned 
about groups that figure less prominently in cur
rent events and the popular imagination and 
whose publications are most likely to be direct
ed exclusively to their own members and es
cape broader notice. Information about these 
publications in particular is especially difficult 
to obtain. Attention, however, is equally direct
ed toward the full range of the better-known 
or more obviously identifiable minorities as, for 
example, the Afro-American, native American, 
or Hispanic-American communities, and re
ligious or other organizations that have a strong 
ethnic interest. All persons who can provide the 
vital information needed to obtain these materi
als are urged to do so. Responses should be ad
dressed to the Exchange and G ift Division, G ift 
Section, Library of Congress, Washington, DC 
20540.

• Trustees of H o l y  C r o s s  C o l l e g e ,  W orces
ter, Massachusetts, have awarded a contract 
to Granger Contracting Co., Inc., of W orcester, 
for major additions to and alterations of the 
Dinand Library on campus.

Estimated cost of the project is $3 million,
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the Rev. John E. Brooks, S.J., college president, 
said in announcing the trustees’ decision. Work 
on the new construction began at the end of 
May, Father Brooks said, with a targeted com
pletion date of January 1979.

Father Brooks said the trustees have autho
rized the construction of “two substantive, un
derground additions on each side of the existing 
library’s main reading room and adjoining the 
stack areas of the present facility.”

Within the existing structure, he added, 
plans call for “major alterations to increase 
maximally the amount of functional work and 
study space and bring the total facility in line 
with modern library standards.”

When completed, the project will include 
additional bookshelf space to accommodate a 
total of 520,000 volumes; increased seating ca
pacity to allow for a total seating of 900 read
ers; space for audiovisual facilities and modern 
technical services, including teletype and com
puter terminals; and additional private study 
space for use by faculty members.

The Dinand Library was built in 1926 for a 
student body of 800. Its present collection of 
more than 335,000 volumes and 1,900 scholar
ly journals serves some 2,400 undergraduate 
students.

Shepley Bulfinch Richardson and Abbott, a 
Boston architectural firm, has designed the ad
ditions and alterations.

• The F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  UCLA L i b r a r y  
are sponsoring an antiquarian book fair that 
will be held on the UCLA campus on Saturday 
and Sunday, October 22-23, 1977. Forty deal
ers from Southern California will have selec
tions of books, manuscripts, and graphics on 
display and for sale. Admission, good for both 
days, is $2.

• Development of concern among scientists 
and the public about the potential biohazards 
of research on recombinant DNA is being docu
mented in an oral history/archival project at 
the M a s s a c h u s e t t s  I n s t i t u t e  o f  T e c h n o l 
o g y  (M .I .T .). The project was initiated in the 
spring of 1975, shortly after the Asilomar Con
ference, as a quick-response effort to insure 
the preservation of unique source materials es
sential for full understanding of the issues in
volved. The project includes (1 )  documenta
tion of events as they unfold, such as actions

taken by governmental agencies, scientific or
ganizations, laboratory administrations, groups 
of researchers, and local communities in re
sponse to the issues, and (2 )  oral history 
interviews on the backgrounds, motivations, 
perceptions, and actions of principal partici
pants, including scientists responsible for re
search advances in the field, individuals 
involved in the development of guidelines, in
dividuals who have publicly taken a stand on 
these efforts, and journalists responsible for cov
ering the story. Archival documents being col
lected include reports, memoranda, personal 
and official correspondence, and tapes and press 
reports from the United States, Europe, and 
Japan.

The aim of the project is to create a fully 
cataloged collection of oral history interview 
transcripts and archival documents that will be 
on deposit in the M .I.T. libraries to be avail
able for use in research and education. Selected 
materials from the collection will be included 
in a documentary history of the recombinant 
DNA controversy. This published volume will 
serve as a guide to the full collection.

As of October 1976, interviews with forty- 
five persons had been conducted and more than 
1,000 documents had been collected. The initial 
deposit of fourteen interview transcripts in the 
M .I.T. libraries was made on October 29. Sub
sequent deposits are made as materials are 
organized and cataloged. The project was 
scheduled for completion by the summer of 
1977.

The recombinant DNA project is being con
ducted as part of the oral history program at 
M .I.T. by Charles Weiner, professor of history 
of science and technology; Rae Goodell, post
doctoral fellow; and Mary Terrall, research as
sistant. It is supported by the M .I.T. Oral 
History Program and by a joint grant from the 
National Science Foundation and the National 
Endowment for the Humanities (Program on 
Ethical and Human Value Implications of Sci
ence and Technology).— M IT Library N otes

• The A r k a n s a s  L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  is 
now producing and selling T-shirts to announce 
the change in the copyright law. Sizes are S, 
M, L, and X L .  Each shirt is $4.50 postpaid. 
Make checks payable to the Arkansas Library 
Association and send checks and orders to 
Richard Reid, Rt. 4, Fayetteville, AR 72701.

■ ■




