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IN TERN ET RESO U RCES

Finding roots on the Web

by Thomas Jay Kemp

Without a doubt, w e  live in exciting times.
The In ternet is expanding  o u r virtual 

collections and allowing us to offer service 
w e  nev er cou ld  before . In particular, the  
Internet is providing practical reference tools 
for genealogical research  from  a round  the 
world.

N ow  every librarian can provide valuable 
reference assistance n o  m atter ho w  large his 
o r  h e r  g e n e a lo g ic a l c o lle c tio n  is. From  
full-text books, docum ents, an d  journals to  
massive indexes like the Social Security Death 
File Index, w e can instantly p ro
vide current, accurate inform a
tion  for b eg in n in g  o r ex p eri
en ced  genealogists.

The grow ing nu m b er o f dis
cussion groups also provide a painless w ay 
for librarians to  im prove their aw areness o f 
genealogical reference sources and  gives us 
a quick  w ay to reach ou t to  colleagues w hen  
w e  are stuck o n  a  research  question.

This colum n gives you the  key resources, 
discussion groups, and  W eb sites for help ing 
students an d  researchers in terested  in do cu 
m enting their family trees.

Discussion groups and m ail lists
•  A n c e s tr y  D a ily  N e w s . This free new slet
ter will quickly k eep  you  up-to -date  w ith 
feature  stories, co lum ns, a n d  tips. Access: 
h ttp ://an cestry .co m /w h atsn ew .h tm .

•  A r c h iv e s . This mail list, po p u lar with 
archivists an d  librarians, is heavily u sed  to 
k eep  colleagues inform ed abou t archival is

sues, new s, an d  collections. If it is to o  m uch 
traffic for you, you can  alw ays read  the  m es
sages online. Access: h ttp ://listserv .m uoh io . 
ed u /a rch iv es/archives ‚html.

•  E a s tm a n ’s  O n lin e  G e n e a lo g y  N e w s 
le tte r . This w eekly  e-new sletter is essential 
reading by all genealogical librarians. Cur
rent inform ation, trends, an d  review s o f ref
erence m aterials m ake it a valued  resource. 
Access: http://ancestry.com /colum ns/eastm an/ 
eastnew .htm .

•  GENEALIB. The discussion group  spon
sored  by “Librarians Serving G enealogists” is 
an  essential tool for librarians w anting  quick 
adv ice  from  o th er genealog ical librarians. 
Access: h ttp ://w w w .cas.usf.edu /lis /genealib / 
list.html.

•  F a m ily  H is to r y  N e w s l in e .  Sponsored 
by  Everton Publishers, this site has a daily 
(five days pe r w eek) genealogical tip that 
librarians will find useful. Each day one  online 
resource, upcom ing  conference, o r similar 
item  is featured. Access: h ttp ://w w w .ev erto n . 
com /F H N /index2 . html.

•  H -L ocal. Part o f H-Net, H-Local encour
ages the  d iscussion o f local history topics by  
librarians, h istorical society, an d  m useum  
p e rso n n el. Access: h ttp ://w w w .h -n e t.m su . 
edu /~ local/.

A b o u t th e  a u th o r

Thomas Jay Kemp, author o f Virtual Roots: A Guide to Genealogy and Local History on the World Wide Web, lives in 
Norwood, Massachusetts.

Genealogy

http://ancestry.com/whatsnew.htm
http://listserv.muohio
http://ancestry.com/columns/eastman/
http://www.cas.usf.edu/lis/genealib/
http://www.everton
http://www.h-net.msu
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S e v e r a l s ta te s  h a v e  d is c u s s io n  g r o u p s  s p e 

c if ic a l ly  f o r  th e ir  r e s p e c t iv e  s ta te ’s  lo c a l  h is 

to ry  a n d  g e n e a lo g y . F o r  e x a m p le  in  C a lifo r 

n ia  th e r e  is:

• H - C a l i f o r n i a .  T h is  d is c u s s io n  g r o u p  

c o n c e n t r a te s  o n  C a lifo r n ia  h is to r y . A c c e s s : 

h ttp :/ / w w w . h - n e t .m s u . ed u / ~ ca l/ .

• N O R C A L  ( C a l i f o r n i a )  G e n e a l o g y  I n 

d e x .  N O R C A L  f o c u s e s  o n  g e n e a lo g ic a l  r e 

s e a r c h  in  C a lifo rn ia . A ccess-. h ttp :/ / h o m e p a g e s . 

r o o ts w e b .co m / ~ y v o n n e / N O R C A L % 2 0 in d e x / .

Hubsites
• C y n d i ’s  L i s t .  T h e  m e g a - h u b s i te  o f  th e  

g e n e a l o g i c a l  w o r l d .  C y n d i  H o w e l l s  h a s  

b r o u g h t  to g e th e r  e v e r y  p o s s ib le  s i te  o f  in te r 

e s t  t o  g e n e a l o g i s t s .  A c c e s s : h t tp :/ / w w w . 

c y n d is l is t .c o m .

• U S G e n W e b  P r o j e c t .  E a s y  to  u s e , l i

b r a r ia n s  w ill f in d  th is  a  q u ic k  w a y  to  o r ie n t  

th e ir  p a tr o n s  to  th e  g e n e a lo g ic a l  r e s o u r c e s  

a v a ila b le  f o r  a  g iv e n  s ta te , c o u n ty , o r  c ity . 

A c c e s s : h t tp :/ / w w w .u s g e n w e b .o rg / .

Journals
• J o u r n a l  o f  O n l i n e  G e n e a l o g y .  T h is  im 

p o r ta n t  t it le  in c lu d e s  e x c e l le n t  a r t ic le s  a n d  

r e v ie w s . T im e ly  a n d  e a s y  to  u s e , it  is  a  q u ic k  

w a y  to  k e e p  in fo r m e d . A c c e s s : h ttp :/ / w w w . 

o n lin e g e n e a lo g y .c o m / .

Key gen ealo gica l libraries
• F a m i l y  H i s t o r y  L i b r a r y .  T h e  la r g e s t  g e 

n e a lo g ic a l  s o c ie ty  in  t h e  w o r ld . Y o u  c a n  a c 

c e s s  t h e ir  c a r d  c a t a lo g  a n d  k e y  d a ta b a s e s  

o n l in e . I f  y o u  o n ly  g o  to  o n e  s i te , th is  is  it. It 

is  p a c k e d  w ith  in f o r m a t io n , in d e x e s ,  a n d  

p r a c t i c a l  t o o ls .  I n c lu d e d  is  t h e  c o m p l e t e  

S o u r c e G u id e ™  w ith  h u n d r e d s  o f  f in d in g  a id s  

a n d  r e s e a r c h  p a p e r s .  A c c e s s : h ttp :/ / w w w . 

f a m ily s e a r c h .o r g .

• N e w  E n g l a n d  H i s t o r i c  G e n e a l o g i c a l  

S o c i e t y .  T h e  o ld e s t  g e n e a lo g ic a l  s o c ie ty  a n d  

lib ra r y  in  th e  c o u n try . T h is  im p o r ta n t  W e b  

s i t e  in c lu d e s  o n l in e  n e w s le t te r s ,  a c c e s s  to  

d a ta b a s e s , a n d  r e s o u r c e s .  T h e ir  o n l in e  c a ta 

lo g  in c lu d e s  “c a ta lo g e d ” W e b  s ite s  th a t  l ib ra r

ia n s  w ill  w a n t  to  k n o w  a b o u t  a n d  th a t  g e 

n e a lo g is ts  w ill a c tu a lly  w a n t  to  u s e . A c c e s s . 

h ttp :/ / w w w .n e h g s .o rg / .

• A l l e n  C o u n t y  L i b r a r y .  O n e  o f  th e  la rg 

e s t  g e n e a lo g ic a l  c o l le c t io n s  in  t h e  c o u n try . 

G e n e a lo g is ts  f r o m  a r o u n d  th e  c o u n tr y  r e g u 

la rly  g o  o n  o r g a n iz e d  trip s  to  th e  A lle n  C o u n ty

L ib ra ry . A c c e s s : h t tp :/ / w w w .a c p l .l ib .in .u s /  

g e n e a lo g y / g e n e a lo g y . h tm l .

• L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s ,  G e n e a l o g y  D e 

p a r t m e n t .  T h e  L ib ra ry  o f  C o n g r e s s  W e b  s ite  

in c lu d e s  k e y  f in d in g  a id s  a s  w e l l  a s  d a ta b a s e  

in d e x e s  fo r  g e n e a lo g is ts . A c c e s s : h ttp :/ / lc w e b . 

lo c .g o v / rr/ g e n e a lo g y / .

• N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s  a n d  R e c o r d s  A d 

m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  G e n e a l o g y  P a g e .  T h is  o u t 

s ta n d in g  s ite  is  p a c k e d  w ith  g e n e a lo g ic a l  tip s , 

g u id e s , a n d  p r a c t ic a l  in fo r m a t io n  f o r  o b ta in 

in g  f e d e r a l  r e c o r d s  ( c e n s u s , m ilita ry , p a s s e n 

g e r  lis ts , e t c . )  a s  w e ll  a s  i n d e x e s  l ik e  th e  In 

d e x  to  a ll V e te r a n s  W h o  D ie d  in  t h e  K o r e a n  

W ar, w h ic h  is  s e a r c h a b le  b y  n a m e  o r  b y  s ta te . 

A c c e s s : h ttp :/ / W W W .N A R A .G o v / g e n e a lo g y /  

g e n in d e x .h tm l .

• N e w  Y o r k  P u b li c  L i b r a r y  ( N Y P L ) , G e 

n e a l o g i c a l  R e s e a r c h .  Y o u  c a n  le a r n  a b o u t  

th e  im p o r ta n t g e n e a lo g ic a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  th e  

N Y P L  a t  th is  s ite . B e  s u re  to  a ls o  s e e  th e ir  

o n lin e  g u id e  to  b io g ra p h ica l s o u rc e s  a t http:// 

w w w .n y p l .o rg / re se a rc h / ch ss/ g rd / re sg u id es/  

b io g .h tm l a n d  o b itu a r ie s  a t  h ttp :/ / w w w .n y p l. 

o r g / r e s e a r c h / c h s s / g r d / r e s g u id e s / o b it .h t m l . 

A c c e s s : h ttp :/ / w w w .n y p l .o rg / re se a rc h / c h ss/  

lh g / g e n e a .h tm l# c o n ta c t.

• N e w b e r r y  L i b r a r y .  O n e  o f  th e  p r o m i

n e n t  g e n e a lo g ic a l  c o l le c t io n s  in  th e  c o u n try , 

th is  W e b  s i t e  in c lu d e s  u s e fu l  g u id e s  o n  e th 

n ic  g r o u p s  a n d  s ta te  a n d  lo c a l  h is to r y  n o t  

e a s i ly  fo u n d  e ls e w h e r e .  A c c e s s : h ttp :/ / w w w . 

n e w b e r r y .o r g .

Key reference tools online
• A d o p t i o n  S o u r c e s .  T h e  N a tio n a l A d o p 

t io n  In f o r m a t io n  C le a r in g h o u s e  w ill  a s s is t  

g e n e a lo g is t s  s e e k in g  m o d e r n  v ita l  r e c o r d s  

a n d  g iv e s  c u r r e n t  in fo r m a t io n  o n  s ta te  la w s  

a n d  p r o c e d u r e s .  A c c e s s : h ttp :/ / w w w .c a lib . 

co m / n a ic / a d p ts e a r/ s e a r c h / i n d e x .h tm .

• A f r o - A m e r i c a n  S o u r c e s  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  

A  G u id e  t o  M a n u s c r i p t s .  T h is  g r o u n d b r e a k 

in g  e le c t r o n ic  r e s o u r c e  o p e n s  u p  t h e s e  m a n u 

s c r ip t  c o l le c t io n s  th a t  w o u ld  o th e r w is e  b e  

d if f ic u lt  t o  l o c a t e  a n d  u s e . A c c e s s : h ttp :/ /  

r o c k .v i l l a g e .v i r g i n i a . e d u / p l u n k e t t / m f p .  

h tm l.

• B i o g r a p h i c a l  D i r e c t o r y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s .  T h e r e  a r e  a  g r o w in g  n u m 

b e r  o f  fu l l - te x t  s o u r c e s  o n  th e  W e b . T h is  lo n g 

t im e  s ta n d a rd  r e f e r e n c e  t o o l  c a n  b e  e a s i ly  

s e a r c h e d  o n l i n e .  A c c e s s : h t tp :/ / b io g u id e . 

c o n g r e s s .g o v / .

http://www
http://homepages
http://www
http://www.usgenweb.org/
http://www
http://www
http://www.nehgs.org/
http://www.acpl.lib.in.us/
http://lcweb
http://WWW.NARA.Gov/genealogy/
http://www.nypl
http://www.nypl.org/research/chss/
http://www
http://www.caUb
http://bioguide
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• C h i n e s e  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  C h i n e s e  

i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h is  w e l l- d o n e  N a

t io n a l A rc h iv e s  f in d in g  a id  w ill b e  a  g o o d  

s ta rtin g  p o in t  fo r  C h in e s e -A m e r ic a n  r e s e a r c h 

e rs . A c c e s s : h ttp :/ / w w w .n a ra .g o v / re g io n a l/  
f in d a id s / c h ir ip .h tm l.

• C iv il  W a r  S o l d i e r s  a n d  S a i l o r s  S y s 

t e m .  T h is  N a tio n a l P a rk  S e r v ic e  s ite  in c lu d e s  

a  d a ta b a s e  o f  m o r e  th a n  2 3 0 ,0 0 0  A fr ic a n -  

A m e r ic a n  tr o o p s  w h o  s e r v e d  in  th e  C iv il W ar. 

A c c e s s : h t tp :/ / w w w .itd .n p s .g o v / c w s s / u s c t . 
h tm l.

• G e n e a l o g i c a l  M a t e r i a l s  i n  t h e  N e w  

O r l e a n s  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y .  T h is  w e l l - d o n e  

g u id e , n o w  in  its  fo u r th  e d it io n , is  a v a ila b le  

in  p r in t  a n d  fu ll- te x t  o n  th e ir  W e b  s ite . A  

g o o d  e x a m p le  o f  u s in g  th e  W e b  to  c le a r ly  

t e a c h  p a tro n s  w h a t  r e s o u r c e s  a  lib ra ry  h o ld s  

a n d  h o w  t o  u s e  t h e m .  A c c e s s :  h t tp :/ /  

w w w .g n o f n .o r g / ~ n o p l/ g u id e s / g e n g u id e /  

g g c o v e r .h tm .

• G u i d e  t o  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  D o c u 

m e n t a r y  R e s o u r c e s  i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .  

E v e ry th in g  y o u  w a n te d  to  k n o w  a b o u t  m a n u 

s c r ip t  s o u r c e s  fo r  A fr ic a n  A m e r ic a n s  in  N o rth  

C a ro lin a . A c c e s s : h ttp :/ / w w w .u p re ss .v irg in ia . 

e d u / e p u b / p y a tt/ in d e x .h tm l.

• L o u i s a ’s  W o r l d . T h is  w e l l- d o n e  s ite  

b r in g s  to g e th e r  a n  o r ig in a l m a n u s c r ip t  d ia ry  

w ith  lin k s  to  th e  s u p p o r tin g  d o c u m e n ts . A  

g r e a t  e x a m p le  o f  h o w  th e  W e b  w ill a llo w  

lib ra r ia n s  to  m a k e  th e ir  c o l le c t io n s  m o r e  a c 

c e s s ib le . L o u isa  C o llin s  w a s  a N o v a  S c o t ia  

fa rm  g irl w h o  w r o te  th e  d ia ry  in  1 8 1 5 . A c 

c es s . h ttp :/ / w w w 3 .n s .sy m p a tico .ca / d m ccla re /  
T IT L E .H T M .

• N a t i o n a l  P o r t r a i t  G a l l e r y . T h e  C a ta 

lo g  o f  A m e r ic a n  P o rtra its  is  a n  e x c e l le n t  r e f 

e r e n c e  to o l. G e n e a lo g is ts  a r e  p le a s a n tly  su r

p r is e d  to  f in d  th a t  th e r e  is a n  e x ta n t  p a in t in g  

o r  o th e r  a r t is t ic  re n d e r in g  o f  a  re la tiv e . A n  

e x c e l le n t  to o l  s e a r c h a b le  b y  a rtis t  o r  b y  s it

te r. A c c e s s : h ttp :/ / p o r tra its .n p g .s i.e d u / .

• S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  D e a t h  I n d e x .  T h e  S o 

c ia l  S e c u r ity  D e a th  F ile  In d e x  is a  b a s ic  s o u r c e  

fo r  a s s is t in g  g e n e a lo g is ts . S e a r c h e s  c a n  b e  

lim ite d  b y  c ity , c o u n ty , o r  s ta te  a n d  e v e n  

m o d if ie d  b y  b ir th  y e a r , m o n th , o r  d a y . U s e 

fu l fo r  b e g in n in g  o r  a d v a n c e d  re s e a rc h e rs . A c 

cess.: h ttp :/ / w w w .an cestry .co m / ssd i/ ad v an ced . 
h tm .

• W o r l d  B i o g r a p h i c a l  I n d e x .  S p o n s o r e d  

b y  G . K . Sau r, th is  s i te  in d e x e s  m o r e  th a n  2 

m illio n  b io g r a p h ic a l  s k e tc h e s  fro m  a r o u n d

th e  w o rld . A  h a n d y  s o u r c e . A c c e s s : http:// 

w w w .b ib lio .tu -b s .d e / a c w w w 2 5 u / w b i_ e n / .

Form s
• C e n s u s , B l a n k  F o r m s .  F a m ily  T r e e  M a k e r  

p r o v id e s  b la n k  c e n s u s  f o r m s  th a t  ca n . b e  

d o w n lo a d e d  a s  n e e d e d . H a n d y  f o r  s h o w in g  

g e n e a lo g is ts  w h a t  th e y  c a n  e x p e c t  to  f in d  in  

c e n s u s  r e c o r d s  fro m  1 7 9 0  to  1 9 2 0 . A c c e s s . 

h ttp  ://w w w .fa m ily tr e e m a k e r .c o m / 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 1. 

h tm l.

• P B S  A n c e s t o r s  S e r i e s .  T h is  e x c e l le n t  

s i te  p ro v id e s  s tra ig h tfo rw a rd  in s tr u c t io n  o n  

b e g in n in g  g e n e a lo g ic a l  r e s e a r c h  a s  w e ll  a s  

G IF  a n d  P D F  f ile s  o f  th e  k e y  g e n e a lo g ic a l  

c h a rts  a n d  fo rm s. A c c e ss : h ttp :/ / w w w 2.k b y u . 

b y u .ed u / an cesto rs/ .

Preservation tips
• L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s .  L o ca l h is to ry  a n d  

g e n e a lo g y  lib ra r ia n s  a r e  o f te n  a s k e d  fo r  in 

fo r m a t io n  o n  p r e s e r v in g  fa m ily  p a p e r s  a n d  

r e c o r d s . T h e  “F r e q u e n tly  A s k e d  Q u e s t io n s  

o n  P re s e r v a tio n  o f  B o o k s  a n d  M a te r ia ls” p a g e  

a t  t h e  L ib ra ry  o f  C o n g re s s  h a s  th e  a n s w e rs . 

A c c e s s : h ttp :/ / lcw eb .lo c .g o v / p re se rv / p r e s fa q . 

h tm l.

• C o n s e r v a t i o n  O n L in e , R e s o u r c e s  f o r  

C o n s e r v a t i o n  P r o f e s s i o n a l s .  T h is  s i te  a t 

S ta n fo rd  U n iv e rs ity  c o n ta in s  e v e r y th in g  y o u  

n e e d  to  k n o w  a b o u t  c o n s e r v a t io n  is s u e s  fro m  

m o ld  to  e m e r g e n c y  p la n n in g . It  is  a n  e s s e n 

t ia l  a n d  e a s y - t o - u s e  s i t e .  A c c e s s : h ttp :/ /  

p a lim p s e s t .s ta n fo r d .e d u / .

• E a s t m a n  K o d a k  H o u s e . I f  y o u  a r e  

lo o k in g  fo r  w a y s  to  p r e s e r v e  fa m ily  p h o to 

g ra p h s  a n d  a lb u m s , th is  s ite  w ill e x p la in  w h a t 

r e s o u r c e s  a r e  a v a ila b le  a n d  w h a t  y o u r  r e a lis 

t ic  o p t io n s  a re . A c c e s s : h ttp :/ / w w w .e a stm a n . 

o r g / 4 _ e d u c / 4 _ p rs rv .h tm l.

International sites
T h e r e  a r e  e x c e l le n t  g e n e a lo g ic a l  W e b  s ite s  

f o r  in fo r m a tio n  fro m  a r o u n d  th e  w o r ld . Li

b r a r ia n s  m a y  n o w  p r o v id e  p r a c tic a l g e n e a 

lo g ic a l  r e f e r e n c e  s e r v ic e  f o r  r e s e a r c h e r s  fro m  

a ll 5 0  s ta te s  a n d  a ro u n d  th e  w o r ld  re g a r d le s s  

o f  th e  s iz e  o f  th e ir  in -h o u s e  g e n e a lo g ic a l  c o l 

le c t io n .

• A u s t r a l i a n  F a m i l y  H i s t o r y  C o m p e n 

d i u m . T h is  e x c e l le n t  s ite  is  y o u r  g a te w a y  to  

th e  b a s ic  re p o s ito r ie s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  A u s

t ra lia n  g e n e a lo g ic a l  re s e a r c h . A c c e s s : http:// 

w w w .c o h s o ft .c o m .a u / a fh c / .

http://www.nara.gov/regional/
http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/usct
http://www.gnofn.org/~nopl/guides/genguide/
http://www.upress.virginia
http://www3.ns.sympatico.ca/dmcclare/
http://portraits.npg.si.edu/
http://www.ancestry.com/ssdi/advanced
http://www.biblio.tu-bs.de/acwww25u/wbi_en/
http://www.familytreemaker
http://www2.kbyu
http://lcweb.loc.gov/preserv/presfaq
http://www.eastman
http://www.cohsoft.com.au/afhc/
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• C a n a d i a n  G e n e a l o g y  &  H i s t o r y . O r

g a n iz e d  b y  p r o v in c e , th is  h a n d y  s ite  w ill  

q u ic k ly  o p e n  u p  C a n a d ia n  o n lin e  r e f e r e n c e  

to o ls  a n d  p o in t  th e  w a y  fo r  fu rth e r  r e s e a r c h . 

B e  s u re  to  s e e  th e  1 8 7 1  c e n s u s  in d e x  fo r  

O n tario , a  m o d e l fo r o th ers to  fo llo w  at http:// 
w w w .a rch iv e s .c a / d b / 1 8 7 1 / In tro d u ctio n .h tm l. 

A c c e ss : h ttp :// w w w .is la n d n e t.c o m / ~ jv e in o t/  

c g h l/ c g h l.h tm l.

• F e d e r a t i o n  o f  E a s t  E u r o p e a n  F a m 

i ly  H i s t o r y  S o c i e t i e s .  T h is  o n lin e  r e s e a r c h  

g u id e  a n d  r e fe r e n c e  to o l w ill le t y o u  ass is t 
g e n e a lo g is ts  w a n tin g  to  se a rch  E astern  E u ro p e , 

fro m  A rm e n ia  to  th e  U k ra in e . T h is  a u th o rita 

tiv e  s ite  sh o u ld  b e  b o o k m a rk e d  b y  a ll g e n e a 

lo g ic a l lib rarian s. A c c ess , http :/ / feefhs.org/ .

• G E N U K I, U K  &  I r e l a n d  G e n e a l o g i 

c a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  S e r v i c e .  T h is  h u b s ite  fo r  

a c c e s s in g  re c o rd s  in  th e  B ritish  Is le s  is  a  q u ic k  

to o l  fo r  g e tt in g  y o u r  p a tro n  to  th e  r e s o u r c e s  

th e y  n e e d  fo r  h is  o r  h e r  p a rtic u la r  c ity  o r  
r e g io n . A c c e s s : h ttp :/ / w w w .g e n u k i.o rg .u k / .

• N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s  o f  I r e l a n d .  T h e  

A rc h iv e s  W e b  s ite  h a s  b a c k g r o u n d  m a te r ia l  

fo r  le a r n in g  m o r e  a b o u t  a n d  u s in g  Ir is h  g e 

n e a l o g i c a l  r e c o r d s .  A c c e s s :  h t tp :/ / w w w . 

n a t io n a la r c h iv e s .ie / .
• N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d ,  G e n e r a l  R e g i s t e r  

O f f i c e .  T h e  R e g is te r  O f f ic e  s i te  in  B e lf a s t  

p ro v id e s  s im ila r  in fo r m a tio n  fo r  Ir is h  r e c o r d s  

in  th a t  p a rt o f  Ire la n d . A c c e s s : h ttp :/ / w w w . 

n ics .g o v .u k / n isra / g ro / .
• J e w i s h G e n . A s its s u b title  s ta te s , it is 

th e  h o m e  o f  J e w is h  g e n e a lo g y . T h is  m e g a s ite  

c o n ta in s  d a ta b a s e s , th o ro u g h  g u id e s , lin k s , 

a n d  t ip s  th a t  p ro v id e  y o u r  p a tro n s  w ith  r e li

a b le  in fo r m a tio n . A n  e s s e n t ia l  s ite . A c c e s s : 

h ttp :/ / w w w .je w is h g e n .o rg / .

• P R O , U n i t e d  K i n g d o m . T h e  P u b l ic  

R e c o r d s  O ff ic e  in  L o n d o n  is o n e  o f  th e  k e y  

B r itis h  re p o s ito r ie s  fo r  g e n e a lo g ic a l  re s e a r c h . 

T h is  e x c e l le n t  s i te  c o n ta in s  m a n y  o f  th e ir  

R e s e a r c h  L e a fle ts  ( fu ll - te x t)  a n d  o th e r  p ra c ti

c a l  r e f e r e n c e  t o o ls .  A c c e s s : h ttp :/ / w w w . 
p ro .g o v .u k / .

• S c o tla n d , G e n e r a l  R e g is te r  O ff ic e . T h e  

G R O  p ro v id es p a y -p er-v iew  a c c e s s  to  th e ir  v ital 

r e c o r d s  in d e x e s  a n d  o th e r  d a ta b a s e s . T h is  

e n o rm o u s  file  w ill b e  p o p u la r  w ith  g e n e a lo 

g ists . A c c e ss . h ttp :/ / w w w .orig in s.n et/ G R O / .

Other useful resources
• M a p s . T h is  L y c o s  s ite  is  a  g re a t  w a y  to  

q u ic k ly  p ro v id e  y o u r  p a tro n  w ith  a  m a p  to  a

lo c a l  s ite . A c c e s s : h ttp :/ / w w w .p ro x im u s.co m /  

ly c o s / in d e x .h tm l.

• N e w s p a p e r s .  T h e  N e w s p a p e r  A s s o c ia 

t io n  o f  A m e ric a  p ro v id e s  a n  e a s y - to - fo llo w  

s ite  fo r  c h e c k in g  o b itu a r ie s  a n d  a r t ic le s  in  

lo c a l  n e w s p a p e r s . A c c e s s : h ttp :/ / w w w .n a a . 

o rg / h o tlin k s/ in d e x .a sp .

• S w i t c h b o a r d .c o m  is a  g o o d  s o u r c e  fo r  

q u ic k ly  f in d in g  s p e c if ic  in d iv id u a ls  o r  l in k 

in g  to  o th e r s  o f  a  g iv e n  s u rn a m e . A c c e s s : 

h ttp :/ / w w w .s w itc h b o a r d .co m / .

F u rth e r re a d in g

• M a rg o t H o rn b lo w e r , “R o o ts  M a n ia ,” 

T im e  V o l. 1 5 3  (A p ril 1 9 , 1 9 9 9 ) . A c c e s s : 
h ttp :/ / cg i.p a th fin d er.co m / tim e/ m ag az in e/  

a r t ic le s / 0 ,3 2 6 6 ,2 2 9 7 4 ,0 0 .h tm l.

• C y n d i H o w e lls , “T ra c k in g  Y o u r  F a m 

ily  T h ro u g h  T im e  a n d  T e c h n o lo g y ,” A m e r i

c a n  H e r ita g e  (Ja n u a ry / F eb ru a ry  1 9 9 9 ) . A c 

cess: h ttp :/ / w w w .am erican h eritag e.com / 99/
fe b / 0 0 5 .h tm .

• T h o m a s  J a y  K e m p , “B e s t  W e b s ite s  

fo r  H e lp in g  G e n e a lo g is ts ,” N A G A RA  C lear

in g h o u s e  ( s u m m e r  1 9 9 7 ) . A c c e s s : http:// 

w w w .n a g a r a .o r g / c l e a r in g h o u s e / s u m -  

m e r _ 9 7 / k e m ρ .h tm l.

• “I R e a d  it o n  th e  W e b ,” A r c h iv a l O u t

lo o k  ( S e p te m b e r / O c to b e r  1 9 9 7 ) .

• T h o m a s  J a y  K e m p , “O n lin e  G e n e a l

o g y  R e s o u r c e s ,” L ib r a r y  J o u r n a l  ( Ju ly  1,

1 9 9 7 ). A c c e ss : h ttp :/ / w w w .b o o k w ire .co m /  
LJD igital.w e b w a tc h .a r tic le $ 3 5 1 8 .

• T h o m a s  J a y  K e m p , “O n l i n e  R e 

s o u r c e s : T h e  H is to ry  o f  S la v e r y ,” L ib r a r y  

J o u r n a l  (S e p te m b e r 1, 1 9 97 ). A ccess http:// 
w w w .b o o k w ire .co m / L JD ig ita l/ w e b w a tch . 

a rtic le$3520 .

• T h o m a s  J a y  K e m p , “R o o ts  o n  th e  

W e b ,” S c h o o l  L ib r a r y  J o u r n a l  ( Ja n u a r y

1 9 9 8 ) . A c c e s s : h ttp :/ / w w w .b o o k w ire .co m /  

S L J/ s u r f-fo r .a r t ic le $ 6 2 5 2 .

• V ir tu a l R o o ts : A  G u id e  t o  G e n e a lo g y  

a n d  L o c a l  H is to r y  o n  t h e  W o r ld  W id e  W eb  

( W ilm in g to n , D e la w a r e :  S c h o la r ly  R e 

s o u r c e s , 1 9 9 7 ) : 2 7 9 .
• E m ily  M itch e ll, “G ro w in g  Y o u r  F a m 

ily  T r e e ,” T im e  (Ju ly  1 3 ,  1 9 9 8 ) . A c c e s s : h ttp : 

c g i .p a th f in d e r .c o m / tim e / re p o r ts / g e n e a l-  

o g y / in d e x .h tm l. ■

http://www.archives.ca/db/1871/Introduction.html
http://www
http://feefhs.org/
http://www.genuki.org.uk/
http://www
http://www
http://www.jewishgen.org/
http://www
http://www.origins.net/GRO/
http://www.proximus.com/
http://www.naa
http://www
http://cgi.pathfinder.com/time/magazine/
http://www.americanheritage.com/99/
http://www.nagara.org/clearinghouse/sum-
http://www.bookwire.com/
http://www.bookwire.com/



