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RBMS member survey results

A C R L 's R a re  B o o k s  a n d  M a n u s c r ip ts  S e c 

t io n  (R B M S ) s u rv e y e d  its m e m b e r s h ip  in  

1 9 9 7 . T h e  su rv e y  p ro v id e s  a w e a lth  o f  in 

fo rm a tio n  fo r  p la n n in g  fu tu re  s e c t io n  a c 

t iv itie s  a n d  id e n tif ie s  re c ru itm e n t p o s s ib i l i 

t ie s  f o r  t h e  o r g a n iz a t io n . H e r e ’s a  b r ie f  

p ro file  o f  R B M S m e m b e rs :

R e s p o n d e n ts  a re  p r e d o m in a te ly  fe m a le  

( 6 4 % ) , w h ite  (9 6 % ) , a n d  b e tw e e n  4 5 - 5 4  

y e a r s  o f  a g e  (4 1 % ) . N in e ty  p e r c e n t  h a v e  

a n  M LS; o f  th o s e  w ith  a n  M L S, 4 8 %  h a v e  a 

s e c o n d  m a s te r ’s  a n d  1 5 %  h a v e  a P h .D . 

F o r ty -o n e  p e r c e n t  h a v e  w o r k e d  2 0  o r  m o r e  

y e a r s  in  th e  f ie ld  o f  l ib ra r ia n s h ip , 1 7 %  h a v e  

w o r k e d  2 0  o r  m o re  y e a rs  in  th e  f ie ld  o f  

s p e c ia l  c o lle c t io n s . T h e  A s s o c ia t io n  fo r  Li

b r a r y  C o lle c t io n s  a n d  T e c h n ic a l  S e r v ic e s  

le a d s  th e  lis t o f  o th e r  A IA  d iv is io n  m e m 

b e r s h ip s  h e ld  w ith  2 6 % , th e  U n iv e rs ity  Li

b r a r ie s  S e c t io n  is  firs t a m o n g  o th e r  s e c t io n  

m e m b e r s h ip s  w ith  3 2 % . T h e  A m e r ic a n  

P r in tin g  H is to ry  A s s o c ia t io n  le a d s  m e m b e r 

s h ip  in  o th e r  p r o fe s s io n a l  o r g a n iz a tio n s .

E ig h ty - e ig h t  p e r c e n t  o f  r e s p o n d e n ts  

h a v e  a c c e s s  to  e -m a il  a n d  th e  In te r n e t  a t 

th e ir  w o r k p la c e , h a lf  a s  m a n y  h a v e  e l e c 

tr o n ic  a c c e s s  a t h o m e . F ifty -s e v e n  p e r c e n t

re g u la r ly  re a d  th e  E x lib r is  lis ts e rv e . S ix ty - 

f iv e  p e r c e n t  h a v e  n e v e r  a t te n d e d  a n  A CRL 

c o n f e r e n c e , r e a s o n  g iv e n : m o r e  a c t iv e  p a r 

t ic ip a t io n  in  o th e r  o r g a n iz a tio n s .

E ig h te e n  p e r c e n t  o f  r e s p o n d e n ts  a re  s p e 

c ia l c o lle c t io n s  d e p a rtm e n t h e a d s , 8 6 %  w o rk  

fu ll t im e , 5 1 %  s ta te  th a t  th e ir  p o s it io n  c o n 

s ists  e n tire ly  o f  s p e c ia l  c o lle c t io n s  w o rk , 3 6 %  

h a v e  w o r k e d  fo u r  y e a r s  o r  le s s  in  th e ir  c u r 

re n t  p o s it io n , 3 9 %  w o r k  in  a  s p e c ia l  c o l le c 

t io n s  d e p a r tm e n t, 2 8 %  re p o r t  to  th e ir  lib ra ry  

d ire c to r , 5 5 %  w o r k  in  a  u n iv e rs ity  lib ra ry , 

2 6 %  w o r k  in  a  lib ra ry  w ith  a  c o lle c t io n  o f  

o n e  to  th re e  m illio n  v o lu m e s , a n d  1 6 %  w o rk  

in  a  s p e c ia l  c o lle c t io n s  d e p a rtm e n t w ith  o v e r  

3 0 0 ,0 0 0  v o lu m e s . U n d e r  “cu rre n t s a la r y ,” a n  

o p tio n a l  q u e s t io n , 1 4 %  r e s p o n d e d  th a t  th e y  

m a k e  b e tw e e n  $ 4 0 ,0 0 0  to  $ 4 5 ,0 0 0  p e r  y e a r .

R e a d in g  th e  R B M S  N e w s le t te r  a n d  C& RL  

N ew s  a r e  th e  tw o  m a in  w a y s  r e s p o n d e n ts  

g e t  in fo r m a tio n  a b o u t  R B M S . S e v e n ty -fo u r  

p e r c e n t  o f  r e s p o n d e n ts  p r e fe r  to  r e a d  th e  

R B M S  N e w s le t te r  in  p a p e r  fo rm a t. R e a s o n s  

g iv e n  in c lu d e  th e  c o n v e n ie n c e , p o rta b ility , 

a n d  g r e a te r  le g ib ility  o f  th e  p a p e r  v e rs io n .—  

B r a d  O fte l i e , U n iv e r s ity  o f  M in n e s o t a ; b -  

o ft e @ m a r o o n .t c ..u m n .e d u

D e s c r ip t io n s  a n d  Im p r e s s io n s , 1 4 9 8 - 1 8 9 8  b y  

W illa rd  G . O x to b y  a n d  R ic h a rd  L a n d o n  o f  

th e  T h o m a s  F is h e r  R a re  B o o k  L ib ra ry , U n i

v e rs ity  o f  T o r o n to .

T h e  a w a r d  f o r  c a te g o r y  

th r e e  h a s  b e e n  g iv e n  to  T h e  

G r e a t  W a r  1 9 1 4 - 1 9 1 8 : A n  

E x h ib it io n  D r a w n  f r o m  t h e  

J o s e p h  M . B r u c c o l i  C o lle c t io n  

a t  T h e  U n iv er s ity  o f  V ir g in ia  

L ib r a r y  a n d  O th e r  C o lle c t io n s  

b y  P a tr ic k  S c o tt  o f  th e  T h o 

m a s C o o p e r  L ib rary , th e  U n i

v e rs ity  o f  S o u th  C a ro lin a .

T h e  a w a rd  r e c ip ie n ts  w ill 

b e  p r e s e n te d  w ith  a  p r in te d  

c ita tio n  o n  b e h a l f  o f  th e  R a re  

B o o k s  a n d  M a n u s c r ip ts  S e c 

t io n  o f  A C RL d u rin g  th e  ALA 

A n n u a l C o n f e r e n c e  in  N ew  

O r le a n s  o n  S u n d a y , J u n e  2 7 ,

2 :0 0 - 4 :0 0  p .m . a t th e  R B M S  

B u s in e s s  M e e tin g .

ACRL/AAHE forum  report available
A  rep ort o f  th e  d iscu ssion  foru m  sp o n so re d  b y  

ACRL fo r C o lleg e  an d  U niversity p ro v osts at th e

Southern Illino is University's library staff honored th e ir student 
assistants d u rin g  N ational Stu d en t Em ploym ent W eek (A pril 4 -  
10) th ro u g h  special buttons, displays, and a reception. Pictured 
here are Rey Rosales (front), Vern Cornell, K e iko  Kaw am ura, 
Eric H inkle , La Tray Jeffers, and Roberta Reeves.
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