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M ary Ellen Davis

ACRL offers new "Excellence in 
Academ ic Libraries" award
A C R L’s n e w  “E x c e l le n c e  in  A c a d e m ic  L ib rar

ie s  A w a rd ,” w ill h o n o r  lib ra r ia n s  a n d  o th e r  
lib ra ry  s ta f f  w h o  w o r k  a s  a  te a m  to  p ro v id e  

e x e m p la ry  lib ra ry  s u p p o r t a n d  to  id e n tify  o u t

s ta n d in g  p ro g ra m s  a n d  b e s t  p r a c tic e s . T h r e e  

a n n u a l a w a rd s  o f  $ 3 ,0 0 0  e a c h  b y  ty p e  o f  a c a 

d e m ic  lib ra ry  (c o m m u n ity  c o lle g e , c o lle g e , 

a n d  u n iv e rs ity )  w ill b e  g iv e n .

T h e  a w a rd s a re  m a d e  p o s s ib le  b y  B la c k 

w e ll’s  B o o k s  a n d  B la c k w e ll’s  In fo rm a tio n  Ser

v ic e s . “W e  a re  p le a s e d  to  h a v e  a n o th e r  o p 

p o rtu n ity  to  p u t s o m e th in g  b a c k  in to  lib rar

ie s ,” sa id  D o n a ld  Sa tisk y , s e n io r  v ic e  p re s i

d e n t o f  s a le s  a n d  m a rk e tin g  fo r  B la c k w e ll’s 

B o o k  S e rv ice s . B la c k w e ll’s  w ill a ls o  su p p o rt 

trav e l fo r  a n  ACRL re p re se n ta tiv e  to  m a k e  th e  

a w a rd  p re s e n ta tio n  a t e a c h  in stitu tio n .

Larry H ardesty, ACRL vice-president/president 

e le c t  a n d  co lle g e  librarian at A ustin C o lleg e  in  

T e x a s , w h o  p ro p o s e d  th e  aw ard , said , “I am  

p le a s e d  th a t  a  fa m ily  o w n e d  e n te r p r is e  o f  

B la ck w e ll’s qu ality  h a s  c h o s e n  to  sp o n s o r an  

aw ard  to  reco g n ize  an d  p ro m o te  e x 

ce lle n c e  a m o n g  acad em ic libraries.”

A  ta s k  f o r c e  o n  th e  E x c e l le n c e  

in  A c a d e m ic  L ib ra rie s  A w ard  w ill 

d e v e lo p  p o lic ie s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  

fo r  th e  s e le c t io n  a n d  a w a rd  p r o 

c e s s . G lo r ia n a  St. C lair, u n iv e rs ity  

l ib ra r ia n  a t  C a r n e g ie  M e llo n  U n i

v e rs ity , w ill s e r v e  a s  ch a ir .

T e n ta t iv e  p la n s  c a l l  fo r  a w a rd  

n o m in a t io n s  in  th e  fa ll  o f  1 9 9 9 , 

ju d g in g  a t th e  ALA M id w in te r  M e e t

in g  in  Ja n u a r y  2 0 0 0 , a n d  th e  first 

a w a rd s  p r e s e n te d  in  s p r in g  2 0 0 0 .

Delaware Valley chapter 
w orks the hill
S p a rk e d  b y  a n  e x p e r ie n c e  a t th e  

A CRL L e g is la tiv e  A d v o c a c y  p r e c o n 
A C R L  D elaw are V alley Chapter m em bers take  on Capital 
H ill. Pictured fro n t row : B inh Le, L in d a  K u b ala , Carol 
B righam , Evelyn M inick. Back row: Tim  Laborie, Bernetta 
D oane, Rebecca Reilly, Lisa Stillw ell, M arjorie  Rathbone, 
Erin Sta lberg, G lenn M cGuigan, and Charles Kratz

f e r e n c e  la st s u m m e r, th e  D e la w a re  

V a lle y  C h a p te r  (D V C ) v o w e d  to  

in c r e a s e  its a c a d e m ic  le g is la tiv e  a c 

tiv ity . O n  M ay  3 , 2 4  lib ra r ia n s  fro m

11 c o lle g e s  a n d  u n iv e rs it ie s  b o a r d e d  a  b u s  

fo r  ALA  L e g is la tiv e  D a y  in  W a s h in g to n , D .C .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  c h a p t e r  p r e s i d e n t ,  P a t  

W e a v e r, “W e h a d  th r e e  g o a ls : to  in c r e a s e  th e  
p a rtic ip a tio n  fro m  th e  a c a d e m ic  lib ra ry  w o rld ; 

to  lo b b y  fo r  is s u e s  th a t in c r e a s in g ly  im p a c t 

a c a d e m ic  in s titu tio n s ; a n d  to  in s u re  th a t e a c h  
le g is la tiv e  d e le g a t io n  h a d  a m ix  o f  p u b lic  a n d  

a c a d e m ic  lib ra ry  s u p p o r te rs , s p e a k in g  in  a 

u n ite d  v o ic e .”

E v e ly n  M in ic k , D V C  C h a p te r  c o u n c ilo r , o r 

g a n iz e d  th e  tr ip  a n d  w o r k e d  w ith  c o o r d in a 

to rs  in  th r e e  s ta te s  to  p la n  v is its  to  1 3  le g is la 

to rs— 4 s e n a to r s  a n d  9  r e p re s e n ta t iv e s . E a c h  

v is it  in c lu d e d  s u p p o r te rs  fro m  a ll ty p e s  o f  

lib ra r ie s . T h e  c h a p te r  h o p e s  to  m a k e  L e g is

la tiv e  D a y  a n  a n n u a l e v e n t.

English and Reichel w ill vie for 
ACRL office
R ay  E n g lis h , d ir e c to r  o f  l ib ra r ie s  a t O b e r lin  

C o lle g e , a n d  M ary  R e ic h e l , u n iv e rs ity  lib ra r

ia n  a n d  p r o fe s s o r  a t  A p p a la c h ia n  S ta te  U n i

v e rs ity , a r e  c a n d id a te s  fo r  A C RL v ic e -p r e s i-

N e w s  f r o m  t h e  F i e l d
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d e n t/ p re s id e n t-e le c t. T h e  e le c t io n s  w ill b e  
h e ld  in  th e  s p r in g  o f  2 0 0 0 .

UMI changes name to Bell & Howell
A fter 61  y ears as UM I, th e  co m p a n y  h as ch an g ed  

its n am e to  B e ll &  H o w ell In form ation  an d  Learn

ing. T h e  ch a n g e  w as m ad e  to  align th eir bu sin ess 

m ore  c losely  w ith  th e  parent co m p an y . T h e  new ly  

n am ed  co m p a n y  w ill co n tin u e  to  u s e  th e  bran d  

n am es U M I an d  ProQ u est.

3M/NMRT Professional Developm ent 
Grant helps ACRL member
F o r  2 5  y e a rs , 3M  h a s  e n c o u ra g e d  p ro fe s s io n a l 

d e v e lo p m e n t  in  lib ra r ia n s h ip  b y  s p o n s o r in g  

th e  3M /N M R T (N e w  M e m b e rs  R o u n d ta b le )  

P ro fe ss io n a l D e v e lo p m e n t  G ran t. A CRL m e m 

b e r  P a u la  M u rp h y , re 

se a rc h  serv ices  lib rarian  

fo r  C h ic a g o  H is to ria n  

S o c ie ty , is  o n e  p ro fe s 

s io n a l w h o  h a s  d e v e l

o p e d  h e r  c a r e e r  s in c e  

re c e iv in g  th e  a w a rd  in  

1 9 7 7 .
M u rp h y  sa id , “R e c e iv 

in g  t h e  3 M  G r a n t  

h e lp e d  k e e p  m e  i n 
Paula M urphy

v o lv e d  in  ALA a n d  r e 

in fo rce d  m y  ad m in istra tiv e lib rarian sh ip  g o a ls .” 

M u rp h y  h a s  b e e n  a c t iv e  w ith  ALA a n d  

A C R L s in c e  1 9 7 5 . S h e  a tte n d s  e v e r y  c o n fe r 

e n c e  a n d  h a s  s e r v e d  o n  a n u m b e r  o f  ALA 

a n d  A C RL c o m m itte e s .

Leab Exhibition Catalogs Awards 
announced
T h e  r e c ip ie n ts  o f  th e  A CRL R a re  B o o k s  &

M a n u s crip ts  S e c t io n ’s (R B M S ) 1 9 9 9  K a th a rin e  

K y e s  L e a b  a n d  D a n ie l J .  L e a b  A m e r ic a n  B o o k  

P r ic e s  C u r r e n t  E x h ib it io n  C a ta lo g u e  A w ard s 

h a v e  b e e n  r e c o g n iz e d  in  th r e e  c a te g o r ie s : 

c a t e g o r y  o n e  ( e x p e n s i v e ) ,  c a t e g o r y  tw o  

( m o d e r a te ) ,  a n d  c a te g o r y  th r e e  ( in e x p e n 

s iv e ) .

C a te g o r y  o n e  r e c o g n iz e s  d u a l 1 9 9 9  w in 
n e rs : T h e  P r a c t ic e  o f  L e tte r s : T h e  H o fe r  C o lle c 

t io n  o f  W r itin g  M a n u a ls  1 5 1 4 - 1 8 0 0 b γ  D av id  

P. B e c k e r  a n d  A n n e  A n n i n g e r  o f  t h e  

H o u g h to n  L ib rary , H a rv a rd  U n iv e rs ity ; a n d  

T h e  D u tc h  in  t h e  A m e r ic a s : 1 6 0 0 - 1 8 0 0  b y  
W im  K l o o s t e r  a n d  

N o rm a n  F ie rin g  o f  th e  

J o h n  C a rte r  B r o w n  Li

b r a ry , th e  E q u ita b le  

G a lle r y , P r o v id e n c e ,

R h o d e  Is la n d .

C ateg ory  o n e  h o n 

o r a b le  m e n t io n s  in 

c lu d e  T h e G r a n d  T o u r  

b y  J o h n  M arciari an d  

S te p h e n  P ark s o f  th e  

B e in e c k e  R a re  B o o k
an d  M an u scrip t L ibrary, Y a le  U n iv ersity ; an d  

T o ro n to  in  P rin t: A  C e le b r a tio n  o f  2 0 0  Y ears o f  

th e  P r in tin g  P res s  in  T o ro n to , 1 7 9 8 - 1 9 9 8  b y  

San d ra  A lston , P atricia  F lem in g , a n d  R ich ard  

L and on o f  th e  T h o m a s F ish er R are B o o k  Library, 

U niversity o f  T oron to .
T h e  aw ard  rec ip ien t in  ca teg o ry  tw o  is R a d i

c a ls  a n d  R ev o lu tio n a r ies : T h e H istory  o f  C a n a d ia n  

C o m m u n ism  f r o m  t h e  R o b e r t  S . K e n n y  C o lle c 

t io n  b y  S e a n  P u rd y  a n d  R ic h a rd  L a n d o n  o f  

th e  T h o m a s  F is h e r  R a re  B o o k  L ib rary , U n i

v e rs ity  o f  T o r o n to .

H o n o r a b le  m e n tio n s  in  c a te g o ry  tw o  a re  

t h e  N a t io n a l  M u 
s e u m  o f  A m e ric a n  

J e w is h  H is to ry  fo r  

E n c o u n t e r s  w it h  

t h e  H o ly  L a n d :  

P r e s e n t , P a s t  a n d  

F u t u r e  in  A m e r i

c a n  J e w is h  H is to r y  
e d ite d  b y  J e f f r e y  

S h a n d le r  a n d  B e th  
S . W e n g e r  o f  th e  

C e n te r  f o r  J u d a ic  

S tu d ie s , U n iv e rs ity  

o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a ;  

a n d  E x p e r ie n c in g  

I n d i a :  E u r o p e a n
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RBMS member survey results

A C R L 's R a re  B o o k s  a n d  M a n u s c r ip ts  S e c 

t io n  (R B M S ) s u rv e y e d  its m e m b e r s h ip  in  

1 9 9 7 . T h e  su rv e y  p ro v id e s  a w e a lth  o f  in 

fo rm a tio n  fo r  p la n n in g  fu tu re  s e c t io n  a c 

t iv itie s  a n d  id e n tif ie s  re c ru itm e n t p o s s ib i l i 

t ie s  f o r  t h e  o r g a n iz a t io n . H e r e ’s a  b r ie f  

p ro file  o f  R B M S m e m b e rs :

R e s p o n d e n ts  a re  p r e d o m in a te ly  fe m a le  

( 6 4 % ) , w h ite  (9 6 % ) , a n d  b e tw e e n  4 5 - 5 4  

y e a r s  o f  a g e  (4 1 % ) . N in e ty  p e r c e n t  h a v e  

a n  M LS; o f  th o s e  w ith  a n  M L S, 4 8 %  h a v e  a 

s e c o n d  m a s te r ’s  a n d  1 5 %  h a v e  a P h .D . 

F o r ty -o n e  p e r c e n t  h a v e  w o r k e d  2 0  o r  m o r e  

y e a r s  in  th e  f ie ld  o f  l ib ra r ia n s h ip , 1 7 %  h a v e  

w o r k e d  2 0  o r  m o re  y e a rs  in  th e  f ie ld  o f  

s p e c ia l  c o lle c t io n s . T h e  A s s o c ia t io n  fo r  Li

b r a r y  C o lle c t io n s  a n d  T e c h n ic a l  S e r v ic e s  

le a d s  th e  lis t o f  o th e r  A IA  d iv is io n  m e m 

b e r s h ip s  h e ld  w ith  2 6 % , th e  U n iv e rs ity  Li

b r a r ie s  S e c t io n  is  firs t a m o n g  o th e r  s e c t io n  

m e m b e r s h ip s  w ith  3 2 % . T h e  A m e r ic a n  

P r in tin g  H is to ry  A s s o c ia t io n  le a d s  m e m b e r 

s h ip  in  o th e r  p r o fe s s io n a l  o r g a n iz a tio n s .

E ig h ty - e ig h t  p e r c e n t  o f  r e s p o n d e n ts  

h a v e  a c c e s s  to  e -m a il  a n d  th e  In te r n e t  a t 

th e ir  w o r k p la c e , h a lf  a s  m a n y  h a v e  e l e c 

tr o n ic  a c c e s s  a t h o m e . F ifty -s e v e n  p e r c e n t

re g u la r ly  re a d  th e  E x lib r is  lis ts e rv e . S ix ty - 

f iv e  p e r c e n t  h a v e  n e v e r  a t te n d e d  a n  A CRL 

c o n f e r e n c e , r e a s o n  g iv e n : m o r e  a c t iv e  p a r 

t ic ip a t io n  in  o th e r  o r g a n iz a tio n s .

E ig h te e n  p e r c e n t  o f  r e s p o n d e n ts  a re  s p e 

c ia l c o lle c t io n s  d e p a rtm e n t h e a d s , 8 6 %  w o rk  

fu ll t im e , 5 1 %  s ta te  th a t  th e ir  p o s it io n  c o n 

s ists  e n tire ly  o f  s p e c ia l  c o lle c t io n s  w o rk , 3 6 %  

h a v e  w o r k e d  fo u r  y e a r s  o r  le s s  in  th e ir  c u r 

re n t  p o s it io n , 3 9 %  w o r k  in  a  s p e c ia l  c o l le c 

t io n s  d e p a r tm e n t, 2 8 %  re p o r t  to  th e ir  lib ra ry  

d ire c to r , 5 5 %  w o r k  in  a  u n iv e rs ity  lib ra ry , 

2 6 %  w o r k  in  a  lib ra ry  w ith  a  c o lle c t io n  o f  

o n e  to  th re e  m illio n  v o lu m e s , a n d  1 6 %  w o rk  

in  a  s p e c ia l  c o lle c t io n s  d e p a rtm e n t w ith  o v e r  

3 0 0 ,0 0 0  v o lu m e s . U n d e r  “cu rre n t s a la r y ,” a n  

o p tio n a l  q u e s t io n , 1 4 %  r e s p o n d e d  th a t  th e y  

m a k e  b e tw e e n  $ 4 0 ,0 0 0  to  $ 4 5 ,0 0 0  p e r  y e a r .

R e a d in g  th e  R B M S  N e w s le t te r  a n d  C& RL  

N ew s  a r e  th e  tw o  m a in  w a y s  r e s p o n d e n ts  

g e t  in fo r m a tio n  a b o u t  R B M S . S e v e n ty -fo u r  

p e r c e n t  o f  r e s p o n d e n ts  p r e fe r  to  r e a d  th e  

R B M S  N e w s le t te r  in  p a p e r  fo rm a t. R e a s o n s  

g iv e n  in c lu d e  th e  c o n v e n ie n c e , p o rta b ility , 

a n d  g r e a te r  le g ib ility  o f  th e  p a p e r  v e rs io n .—  

B r a d  O fte l i e , U n iv e r s ity  o f  M in n e s o t a ; b -  

o ft e @ m a r o o n .t c ..u m n .e d u

D e s c r ip t io n s  a n d  Im p r e s s io n s , 1 4 9 8 - 1 8 9 8  b y  

W illa rd  G . O x to b y  a n d  R ic h a rd  L a n d o n  o f  

th e  T h o m a s  F is h e r  R a re  B o o k  L ib ra ry , U n i

v e rs ity  o f  T o r o n to .

T h e  a w a r d  f o r  c a te g o r y  

th r e e  h a s  b e e n  g iv e n  to  T h e  

G r e a t  W a r  1 9 1 4 - 1 9 1 8 : A n  

E x h ib it io n  D r a w n  f r o m  t h e  

J o s e p h  M . B r u c c o l i  C o lle c t io n  

a t  T h e  U n iv er s ity  o f  V ir g in ia  

L ib r a r y  a n d  O th e r  C o lle c t io n s  

b y  P a tr ic k  S c o tt  o f  th e  T h o 

m a s C o o p e r  L ib rary , th e  U n i

v e rs ity  o f  S o u th  C a ro lin a .

T h e  a w a rd  r e c ip ie n ts  w ill 

b e  p r e s e n te d  w ith  a  p r in te d  

c ita tio n  o n  b e h a l f  o f  th e  R a re  

B o o k s  a n d  M a n u s c r ip ts  S e c 

t io n  o f  A C RL d u rin g  th e  ALA 

A n n u a l C o n f e r e n c e  in  N ew  Southern Illino is University's library staff honored th e ir student 
assistants d u rin g  N ational Stu d en t Em ploym ent W eek (A pril 4 -  
10) th ro u g h  special buttons, displays, and a reception. Pictured 
here are Rey Rosales (front), Vern Cornell, K e iko  Kaw am ura, 
Eric H inkle , La Tray Jeffers, and Roberta Reeves.

O r le a n s  o n  S u n d a y , J u n e  2 7 ,

2 :0 0 - 4 :0 0  p .m . a t th e  R B M S 

B u s in e s s  M e e tin g .

ACRL/AAHE forum  report available
A  rep ort o f  th e  d iscu ssion  foru m  sp o n so re d  b y  

ACRL fo r C o lleg e  an d  U niversity p ro v osts at th e

mailto:ofte@maroon.tc.umn.edu
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A m e ric a n  A s s o c ia t io n  fo r  H ig h e r  E d u c a t io n ’s 

n a t io n a l  c o n fe re n ce  is available o n  ACRL’s W e b  

site  at http://w w w .ala.org/acrl/higheredhp.htm l.

T h e  to p ic , “In  a  L e a rn in g  S o c ie ty , th e  Li

b ra ry  M a tte rs ,” fo c u s e d  o n  fo u r  a re a s  o f  d is

c u ss io n : e le c tro n ic  a n d  p rin t— th e  sh iftin g  b a l

a n c e , in c re a s in g  co s ts , c o p y rig h t a n d  lic e n s 

in g , a n d  o rg a n iz a tio n  stru ctu re .

RBMS seeks papers for 2000 
preconference
A CRL’s R are  B o o k s  a n d  M an u scrip ts  S e c tio n  

(R B M S ) s e e k s  p ro p o s a ls  fo r  sh o rt p a p e rs  to  b e  

d e liv e re d  a t its Ju ly  5 - 7 ,  2 0 0 0 , p re c o n fe r e n c e  

in  C h ic a g o  o n  th e  th e m e  o f  v isu a l in fo rm a tio n .

D u rin g  th e  2 0 th  cen tu ry , film , te le v is io n , an d  

v id e o ta p e  te c h n o lo g y  a c c e le ra te d  a n  e x p lo s io n  

o f  v isu a l art a n d  c o m m u n ic a tio n  th a t p h o to g 
ra p h y  s e t  in  m o tio n  d u rin g  th e  19 th  cen tu ry . 

T h e  W e b  h a s  c o m p o u n d e d  th e  g ro w th .

W h ile  th e o r is ts  in te rp re t th e  p re s e n t  a n d  

p ro g n o s tic a te  th e  fu tu re , h is to ria n s  m in e  th e  

artifac tu a l e v id e n c e  o f  th e  p a st fo r  v isu a l in fo r

m a tio n — th e  b in d in g s  o f  1 9 th -ce n tu ry  b o o k s  

o ffe r  c lu e s  to  th e  in te llec tu a l re c e p tio n  a c c o rd e d  

th e ir  te x ts ; s h e e t  m u sic  c o v e rs  y ie ld  e v id e n c e  

o f  racia l b ia s ; p u lp  fic tio n  c o v e r  art fro m  th e  

1 9 6 0 s  p o in ts  u p  g e n d e r  ste re o ty p in g .

P ro p o s a ls  a re  s o u g h t th a t w ill fo c u s  a tte n 

tio n  o n  th e  c h a lle n g e s  o f  c o lle c tin g , p re se rv 

in g , a n d  p ro v id in g  a d e q u a te  in te lle c tu a l a c c e s s  
to  v isu a l in fo rm a tio n . S c h o la r ly  u s e  o f  v isu al 

in fo rm a tio n , d is cu ss io n s  o f  c o lle c t io n  d e v e lo p 

m e n t (p a rticu la rly  w ith  r e fe r e n c e  to  th e  W e b ), 

d e v e lo p m e n t o f  to o ls  to  p ro v id e  in te lle c tu a l 

a c c e s s , p re se rv a tio n  issu e s , a n d  co p y rig h t an d  
o th e r  le g a l issu e s  a re  o f  p a rticu la r in terest. P re 

se n ta tio n s  w ill b e  2 0  m in u te s  lo n g  fo llo w e d  b y  

te n  m in u te s  o f  a u d ie n c e  re s p o n s e  a n d  d iscu s

s io n . P re se n ta tio n s  m a y  in c lu d e  re s e a rc h  r e 

p o rts  (in c lu d in g  re s e a rc h  in  p ro g re ss ), su rv ey s, 

stu d ied  o p in io n  p ie c e s , a n d  c a s e  stu d ies.

T h e  d e a d lin e  fo r  p r o p o s a ls  is  S e p te m b e r  

3 0 , 1 9 9 9 . P ro p o s a ls  s h o u ld  n o t  e x c e e d  2 5 0  

w o rd s  a n d  m u st b e  s u b m itte d  d o u b le  s p a c e d  
o n  a  s in g le  s h e e t  o f  p a p e r . In c lu d e  a  s e p a ra te  

s h e e t  w ith  th e  tit le  o f  th e  p r o p o s a l a n d  y o u r  

n a m e , in s titu tio n a l a ffilia t io n , m a ilin g  a n d  e -  

m a il a d d re s s e s , a n d  te le p h o n e  a n d  fa x  n u m 

b e r s . A lso  in d ic a te  i f  y o u  a re  a  c u rre n t m e m 

b e r  o f  R B M S , a n d  if  th e  p r o p o s a l h a s  b e e n  

a c c e p te d  fo r  p u b lic a tio n  o r  p r e s e n ta t io n  e ls e 

w h e r e .

S e n d  p r o p o s a ls  to  E la in e  B . S m y th , ch a ir , 

R B M S  P r e c o n f e r e n c e  P ro g ra m , 9 0 6 5  R e d b u d , 

B a to n  R o u g e , LA 7 0 8 1 5 - 4 0 4 4 ; fa x  ( 2 2 5 )  3 3 4 -  

1 6 9 5 ; e -m a il : e s m y th @ ls u .e d u . F in a l p a p e r s  
s h o u ld  n o t  e x c e e d  3 ,0 0 0  w o rd s  o r  te n  d o u b le 

s p a c e d  p a g e s .

P a p e r s  w ill b e  r a n k e d  b a s e d  o n  r e le v a n c e  

to  th e  p r e c o n f e r e n c e  th e m e , q u a lity  o f  r e 

s e a r c h  a n d  w ritin g , a n d  p o te n t ia l  in te r e s t  to  

R B M S  m e m b e r s . S p e a k e r s  w ill b e  n o t if ie d  b y  

D e c e m b e r  1 ,  1 9 9 9  re g a rd in g  th e  s ta tu s  o f  th e ir  

p r o p o s a ls . ■

http://www.ala.org/acrl/higheredhp.html
mailto:esmyth@lsu.edu
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W h a t  h a p p e n s  W H E N

I N F O R M A T I O N  H A S  N O  I N T E G R I T Y ?

H ave y ou  ever consid ered  th a t in fo rm atio n  

co u ld  have in teg rity  in  th e  first place? 

B efo re  y ou  answ er, co n sid er th is. T h e re  

are  th o se  in  th e  in fo r m a tio n  in d u s try  

w h o  b e lie v e  th a t  th e  b e s t  w a y  to  g ain  

a c o m p e titiv e  ad v an tag e  is to  ad d  m o re  

co n te n t. T h e  in d u stry  has even c o m e  up  

w ith  a n a m e  fo r  th is : d a ta  d u m p in g . 

T h e  r e s u lt ?  A  g ia n t , s lip p e ry  b lo b  o f  

in f o r m a t io n  t h a t  s u ck s  th e  l i f e  o u t  

o f  a ll w h o  d a re  to  c r o s s  i t s  p a th . I t  

o v e rw h e lm s. I t  co n su m e s . In  th e  en d , i t  

is n o  lo n g e r in fo rm a tio n  at a ll. D ev o id  o f  

shape o r fo rm , it  is absolu tely  m eaningless. 

D a r e  w e  s a y  s p in e l e s s ?

A  L E X I C O N  F O R  V E R T E B R A T E S .  

W e  p u b l is h  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t o o ,  b u t  

in fo rm a tio n  a lo n e  is n o t nearly  en ou g h . 

T h in k  a b o u t th is  fo r  a m o m e n t . W h a t  

d oes in te g r ity  m ean ? ( G o  ah ead . L o o k  it 

up . W e  k n o w  y o u  w ill.)  N ow , h o ld  th a t 

th o u g h t. W ith  apologies to  W eb ster’s, we 

o ffe r a  revised d e fin itio n , a  co d e  o f  eth ics,

as it  ap p lies to  th e  te rm  “in fo r m a tio n .” 

W e d i d  n o t  s t u m b le  u p o n  t h i s  n o t io n  

s e r e n d ip i t o u s ly ;  i t  i s  d i s t i l l e d  f r o m  y e a r s  

o f  e x p e r ie n c e , n o t  to  m e n t io n  th o u s a n d s  o f  

c o n v e r s a t io n s  w i t h  l i b r a r ia n s  a l l  o v e r  th e  

w orld . In fo rm a tio n  in teg rity  is in fo rm a tio n  

th a t  is in te l l ig e n t ly  o rg an ized , relevant, 

pure, accurate, current, balan ced  and  fair. It  

does n o t flin ch . I t  n o u rish es . I t  c la rifies . 

I t  tells th e  tru th . A n d , it  d e fin ite ly  has 

a b a c k b o n e .

Q U E S T I O N  E V E R Y T H I N G  

B U T  T H E  I N F O R M A T I O N .

A s a lib ra r ia n , y o u  are ch arg ed  w ith  great 

power. T h e  in fo rm atio n  y ou  provide w ill 

op en  m in d s ju s t as surely  as i t  w ill close 

th em . I t  w ill erect barriers and  it w ill break  

th em  d ow n. I t  w ill reassure ju s t as it w ill 

alarm . I t  w ill satisfy som e and  it  w ill leave 

o th ers h u n g erin g  fo r m ore. I t  w ill teach . 

In sp ire . C h allen g e. I t  w i l l  e v e n  m a k e  th e  

w o r ld  a  b e t t e r  p la c e .  You d o n o t ta k e  th is  

p o w e r lig h tly . N o r  d o  w e.

I N F O R M A T I O N  I N T E G R I T Y

i n t e l l i g e n t l y  o r g a n i z e d  

r e l e v a n t  p u r e  a c c u r a t e  

c u r r e n t  b a l a n c e d  f a i r

w w w . g a l e g r o u p . c o m

K i n d l y  v i s i t  us a t  A L A ,

b o o t h  n u m b e r  1 1 2 0 .




