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Apparitions, Healings, and Weeping Ma
donnas: Christianity and the Paranormal, 
by Lisa J. Schwebe! (209 pages, November 2003), 
examines mystical phenomena in the light of para
psychology, not in order to minimize a theological 
explanation bu t to  show  how , from a Catholic 
standpoint, a miraculous intervention can coexist 
with anomalous yet explainable events. H ie  au
thor specifically looks at postm ortem  survival, 
poltergeists, precognition, and healing miracles and 
concludes (relying extensively on the writings of 
German theologian Karl Rahner) that while sci
ence might explain the mechanism behind such 
phenom ena, religion offers the meaning. $16.95. 
Paulist Press. ISBN 0-8091-4223-6.

Archaeological Anomalies: Small Artifacts, 
com piled by William R. Corliss (319 pages, No
vem ber 2003), is the third volume in a series de
voted to archeological mysteries. This book  fo
cuses o n  unusual bone, stone, cloth, ceramic, 
metal, or w ooden artifacts. Each anomaly is rated

Baghdad battery, from  Archaeological 
Anomalies: Small Artifacts.

in terms of the quality of the reported  data and 
the degree from w hich it deviates from accepted 
historical or scientific nonns. The vast majority of 
examples are taken from archeological, historical, 
and anthropological journals and books. Corliss 
examines such objects as per-Clovis bone tools in 
the New World, fossilized hum an footprints, pre-
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Columbian metal artifacts and Old World pottery 
found in North America, sophisticated stone arti
facts m ore than  40,000 years old, evidence for 
advanced knowledge of chemistry and metallurgy 
in ancient times, and ancient lenses and other sci
entific instruments. $24.95. Sourcebook Project, 
P.O. Box 107, G len Arm, MD 21057. ISBN 0- 
915554-46-1.

Babylon to  Voyager and Beyond: A His
to ry  o f Planetary Astronom y, by  David 
Leverington (558 pages, June 2003), charts the 
scientific knowledge of moons, planets, asteroids, 
and comets from ancient times to the space pro
gram. N ow  that NASA’s Spirit Mars rover has 
been sending new  pictures back from the surface, 
interest in the topic may well increase. In addition 
to  c o n c e p ts  th a t h a v e  p ro v e n  ac c u ra te , 
Leverington points out the m istaken ideas and 
erroneous observations that makes the history of 
astronomy so fascinating. $95-00. Cambridge Uni
versity. ISBN 0-521-80840-5.

A Brief History o f Disease, Science and 
Medicine: From the Ice Age to the Genome 
Project, by Michael Kennedy (528 pages, Janu
ary 2004), is a broad  review  of the discoveiy of 
the nature of disease and  the evolution o f the 
medical profession. Kennedy, a retired surgeon, 
offers a scholarly yet readable review of topics 
often overlooked in medical school classes. In
cluded are sections on  the restoration of muti
lated noses in ancient India, Florence Nightingale 
as the founder of biostatistics and hospital infec
tion control, the discoveiy of insulin, the devel
opm ent of intensive care units, a history of HMOs 
and  m edical economics, and  the deinstitution
alization of the mentally ill. $29-95- Writers’ Col
lective. ISBN 1-932133-59-3.

A useful companion volume is World Epidem
ics, by Mary Ellen Snodgrass (479 pages, January 
2004), a chronological list of disease outbreaks 
from Homo erectusto SARS. Contains an extensive 
bibliography and index that’s useful for pinpoint
ing epidemics in specific cities or countries. $75.00. 
McFarland. ISBN 0-7864-1662-9.

Finding Her Voice: Women in Country Mu
sic, 1800-2000, by Maiy A. Buíwack and Rob
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ert K. O erm ann (607 pages, July 2003), examines 
the history of a broad range of female folk, coun
try-western, and Southern gospel musicians from 
the pre-Carter Family days u p  to  Shania Tw ain 
and  the Dixie Chicks. Well-documented and  with 
m any photographs of the performers, this volume 
adds a m uch-needed balance to the often male- 
dom inated literature. O ne chapter on  radical D e
pression-era singers (the fem ale equivalents of 
W o ody  G uthrie) resurrects a nearly  forgotten  
legacy. $39-95. V anderbilt University. ISBN 0- 
8265-1432-4.

Green Eggs and Ham in Latin: Virent Ova! 
Viret Perna!, by Dr. Seuss, translated by Jenni
fer an d  T erence T unberg  (71 pages, 2003), of
fers a special w ay to celebrate Ted G eisels 100th 
b irthday  in  March. After their successful trans
lations into Latin of The Cat in  the H a t and  H ow  
the G rinch Stole Christmas, the Tunbergs used  
an  octosyllabic, trochaic verse form  popu lar in 
th e  M idd le  A ges to  m im ic th e  id io sy n cra tic  
rh y th m  in  S euss’s bestse lling  I960  tale. O ne  
p ro b lem  w as h o w  to translate the “Sam-I-Am” 
character, w h o m  they m ade into P in cem a , o r 
servant: “N on m i placet, O P incerna.” A no te  
o n  th e  v e rse  form  an d  a Latin vocabu lary  ac

c o m p a n y  th e  te x t .  $ 2 2 .5 0 . B o lc h a z y -  
Carducci Publishers, 1000 B row n St., Unit 101, 
W auconda, IL 60084. ISBN 0-86516-555-6.

Grzimek's Animal Life Encyclopedia, series 
ed ito r M ichael H utchins (17 vols., 2d ed., D e
cem ber 2003), has now  been  published in its en
tirety, including an  index  volum e. An essential 
upgrade to the 1970s edition, this set is filled with 
excellent drawings, photos, distribution maps, and 
descriptive and  ecological information o n  thou
sands of animal species from sponges to the higher 
prim ates. $1,750.00. T hom son /G ale . ISBN 0- 
7876-5362-4.

The Quiet Man, by  Luke Gibbons (121 pages, 
September 2003), is one o f seven studies of Irish 
film published jointly by Cork University and  tire 
Film Institute o f Ireland. This analysis o f  Jo h n  
Ford’s 1952 film reconciles the conflicting opin
ions o f critics w h o  variously condem n it as the 
worst of stereotypical Irish cinema and praise it as 
a pow erful evocation of Irish romanticism. Gib
bons points out that the subtleties and  symbolism 
in the film are designed to  question the b o u n d 
aries o f reality an d  memories. $15.00. Cork Uni
versity Press. ISBN 1-85918-287-9.

(c o n tin u e d  o n  p a g e  10 1 )
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collections that define the national and  cultural 
heritage. The Conservation Center has received 
another NEH grant for $402,000 in support of its 
preservationservices activities. Additional support 
o f u p  to  $80,000 in matching funds is conditional 
upon  raising an equal am ount of eligible gifts. The 
grant supports conducting preservation planning 
program s to  assist libraries, archives, m useum s, 
educational institutions, and  historical organi
zations in safekeeping their collections; offering 
workshops and conferences, including a three-day 
w orkshop series on  the unique preservation needs 
o f  special form at items such as aud io tapes an d  
videotapes; andprovidingongoingtechnical support 
to  institutions an d  the public th rough  disaster 
assistance, informationandreference services, Web 
site enhancem ents, and the on-site library.

A c q u is it io n s

Former U.S. Congresswoman Constance 
A. Morelia has donated  papers to  the University 
o f  M aryland Libraries-College Park. ARepublican 
from  the Eighth District, M ontgomery County, 
M aryland, w h o  served eig h t te rm s in  th e  U.S. 
H o u se  o f Representatives, Morelia lost h e r b id  

f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  in  
N ovem ber 2002. She is 
now  U.S. Am bassador to 
th e  O rg an iza tio n  fo r 
Econom ic C o-operation 
an d  D e v e lo p m e n t in 
Paris. Before her election 
to  C ongress, M orelia  
served for eight years in 
th e  M aryland H ouse  of 
Delegates. Included in the 
M o re lia  P a p e r s  a re  Constance A. Morelia
plaques, p h o tog raphs, 

press releases, correspondence, andsubjectresearch 
files o n  a local and national scale. In addition, there 
are files com piled during her work as a m em ber of 
the H ouse Science Committee, research relating 
to  h e r ro le as the  cochair of the C ongressional 
Caucus for W om en’s Issues, information on local- 
interest issues, and a host o f other topics.

H a rv e y  M u d d  C o lleg e  (H M C ), in  
C larem ont, California, has b eg u n  transferring 
thousands of rare copies of mathematics journals 
to the National University of Colombia in Medellin 
as part o f a program  to further the study of higher

mathematics in third-world nations. The journals 
are in 110 boxes, each w eighing betw een  30 and 
50 pounds, and  will be sent by ship to Colombia. 
T he m agazines, w h ich  w ere  left over after a 
consolidation of library facilities at the Claremont 
Colleges, are being delivered to Colombia through 
a program  o f the American Mathematical Society, 
w hich is paying for the shipping. The journals cost 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to acquire over 
the years. HMC is also giving away a large num ber 
o f duplicate m athem atics books to  m em bers of 
the college community. Elizabeth Millan, a senior 
m athem atics m ajor a t HMC, is responsib le  for 
starting the donation process, and she personally 
spen t a w eek  boxing  the journals for shipping. 
“W hen I heard  that w e had  all these mathematics 
journals that had no perm anent hom e and w ere in 
danger of being throw n out, I w as heartbroken, ” 
she said. Alfonson Castro, w ho will be  chair of the 
HMC mathematics department nextyear, informed 
his alm a m ater, the  National U niversity of 
Colom bia, o f the availability o f the  journals. 
Through this donation, and other smaller donations 
and  trades, HMC has b een  able to  clear ou t 80 to 
90 percent o f its excess m athematics journals.

The Getty Research Institute has acquired 
the Stephen White Gallery of Photography Records 
(1943-2000). Rich in  reco rd ed  contracts w ith 
o th e r dealers, collectors, an d  institutions; 
p rom otional m aterials; financial docum ents; 
correspondence; and records of the gallery’s ow n 
exhibitions, tire archive provides a comprehensive 
source of infonnation on  the developm ent of tire 
photography market in Los Angeles and in general. 
The materials docum ent the growth of the gallery 
into one of the leaders in tire field of photography, 
ow ing to W hite’s passion  for pho tog raphy  as a 
collector and  dealer during a period of increasing 
interest in photographs as collectible art. ■

(“New publications ...” continued from page 97)
Unconditional Defeat Japan, America, and 
the End of World War II, by Thomas W. Zeiler 
(207 pages, October 2003), chronicles the savage 
final two years of the Pacific War w hen  the United 
States to o k  th e  offensive an d  the  Jap an ese  
mounted a fanatic defense, despite dwindling sup
plies and hum an resources, that ensured the u n 
conditional defeat of the empire. Zeiler concisely 
charts the course of American progress from tire 
Marshall Islands and New Guinea to the Marianas, 
die Philippines, Iwo Jima, Okinawa, and Hiroshima. 
$65.00. SR Books. ISBN 0-8420-2990-7. ■




