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The Recataloging Program of the 
Army Medical Library' 

WH E N D r . B i l l i n g s created the Index-

Catalogue of the L i b r a r y of the 

S u r g e o n - G e n e r a l ' s O f f i c e he b r o u g h t into 

being a m a g n i f i c e n t bibl iography w h i c h for 

inclusiveness and ease of use is w i t h o u t 

parallel in any other s u b j e c t field. T h e 

combination of a typical l ibrary c a t a l o g in 

book f o r m w i t h a detailed s u b j e c t analysis 

of periodicals proved such an efficient tool 

that it inhibited the n o r m a l d e v e l o p m e n t 

of a card c a t a l o g of the l ibrary. T h e result 

has been, as stated in the survey of the A r m y 

M e d i c a l L i b r a r y , that, w i t h the passing of 

years and the steady g r o w t h in the n u m b e r 

of v o l u m e s of the Index-Catalogue, " its 

v a l u e as a bibl iography has increased, w h i l e 

its v a l u e as a l ibrary c a t a l o g has steadily 

decreased." 

T h e Index-Catalogue w a s unsatisfactory 

as a l ibrary c a t a l o g for t w o principal 

reasons. I t did not g i v e any indication of 

the shelf- location of the books listed and its 

m u l t i p l y i n g alphabets made consultation to 

see w h e t h e r a w o r k w a s in the l ibrary a 

tedious affair. T h e first of these difficulties 

w a s u n d o u b t e d l y a result of the l ibrary's 

complete lack of any classification in the 

usual sense. W h e n it became necessary to 

indicate in some w a y the location of v o l u m e s 

in the g r o w i n g l ibrary, D r . B i l l i n g s insti-

tuted a system of w r i t i n g out the complete 

n a m e of the subject , w i t h o u t symbols or 

abbreviations. T h e classes so created have 

been occasionally combined or f u r t h e r sub-

divided w i t h o u t alteration of the class n a m e 

1 Paper presented at the meeting of the Division 
of cataloging and Classification, American Library 
Association, San Francisco, July i , 1947. 

as w r i t t e n on the book plate and incon-

sistencies in the use of such f o r m s as " M a -

laria," " M a l a r i a l f e v e r , " and " F e v e r , 

M a l a r i a l " or " M e d i c a l anecdotes" and 

" A n e c d o t e s , M e d i c a l " have f r e q u e n t l y oc-

curred. Since even these unsatisfactory sub-

stitutes for a classification appeared neither 

on the backs of the books nor in the Index-

Catalogue, difficulties arose in l o c a t i n g and 

shelving books. 

I n 1 9 1 8 and 1 9 1 9 a d v a n t a g e w a s taken of 

the avai labi l i ty of assistance f r o m A r m y en-

listed personnel to clip and m o u n t on cards 

the author entries f r o m the first t w o series 

of the Index-Catalogue. T h e c l i p p i n g w a s 

done so as to secure as m a n y entries as pos-

sible on a single card. T h e r e f o r e , w h e n 

the t w o series w e r e interfiled, alphabetic 

sequence could not be maintained. 

T h r o u g h o u t the 1920's adequate assistance 

w a s not available and no w o r k w a s done 

t o w a r d i n c l u d i n g in this file the entries 

f r o m the third series. W i t h the b e g i n n i n g 

of the f o u r t h series, a card for each mono-

g r a p h w a s prepared and filed in the catalog. 

A s time w a s available, the classification w a s 

w r i t t e n on the various cards, but this w o r k 

has never been completed and the c a t a l o g 

so created has never been satisfactory. 

T h i s w a s the picture w h e n in 1 9 4 2 the 

survey c o m m i t t e e sponsored by the A m e r i -

can L i b r a r y Associat ion r e c o m m e n d e d that 

the exist ing c a t a l o g be t o t a l l y done a w a y 

w i t h and a n e w classification and n e w cata-

l o g prepared in order to m a k e available 

the splendid resources of this l ibrary. 

I n accordance w i t h these r e c o m m e n d a -
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tions, a committee under the chairmanship 

of M a r y Louise M a r s h a l l , librarian, R u -

dolph M a t a s M e d i c a l L i b r a r y , T u l a n e 

University, N e w Orleans, began w o r k on a 

completely n e w medical classification. 

T h i s classification has been built up w i t h 

the advice of experts in various fields of 

medicine and was finally completed in the 

spring of 1946. I t is a very detailed classi-

fication, perhaps even too detailed for the 

large collection of the A r m y M e d i c a l L i -

brary. T h e committee believed, however, 

that it is better policy to prepare a classifi-

cation that w o u l d be too minute but could 

be simplified if desired, rather than one 

w h i c h w o u l d be found, after actual trial, 

to need further expansion. B y agreement 

w i t h the L i b r a r y of Congress, which was 

represented on the committee, the classifi-

cation, after it has been tested in the A r m y 

M e d i c a l Library, w i l l be printed as a 

volume in the series of L i b r a r y of Congress 

classification schedules and w i l l serve as a 

revision of the present class " R . " In order 

to prevent confusion and to enable those 

libraries w h i c h are already using the L i -

brary of Congress medical classification to 

continue to use it, if they do not feel able 

to reclassify, the n e w classification has been 

based on the letter " W , " previously unused 

by the L i b r a r y of Congress. 

Photostated Shelf list 

W h i l e the classification w a s being pre-

pared a special staff w a s recruited to push 

through the m a k i n g of a shelflist, which had 

never existed in the library. T h i s group 

took each class in turn and made, w o r k i n g 

f r o m the title page only, a rough shelflist 

of all the monographs. W h e n this project 

was completed, early in 1946, the group 

turned to the binding of the collection of 

unbound pamphlets. A l l pamphlets in 

decent physical condition have n o w been 

bound and the volumes, properly shelf-

listed, added to the permanent collections. 

W h i l e w o r k w a s being done on the pamph-

lets, the shelflist w a s duplicated by means 

of photostat and the photostated cards, 

bearing correct class marks, filed in the 

card catalog. Since the shelflist cards were 

made f r o m title pages only, it was recognized 

that there w o u l d be many discrepancies in 

form and fulness of entries. Since the 

purpose of these cards w a s to serve as a 

checklist of the volumes actually found 

in the library and not as an exact bibliogra-

phy, all entries under a surname were filed 

alphabetically by title and not by forename 

or initials. W h i l e this is not a satisfactory 

catalog, it does enable the acquisition divi-

sion to state w i t h some confidence that a 

book is or is not in the library, and helps 

the reference division to produce a definite 

volume w h e n called for. 

Catalog Division Created 

In the autumn of 1944 plans were laid 

for the creation of a catalog division to 

undertake the recataloging of some half-

million volumes and an equal number of 

pamphlets and theses. T h e r e w a s general 

agreement that the cataloging should be 

simple and w e hoped for a rate of descrip-

tive cataloging of one volume every fifteen 

minutes. T o handle a million items in 

ten years, which was the period set for 

completion of the recataloging, this called 

for a dozen descriptive catalogers, w i t h 

enough additional workers to carry the cur-

rent acquisitions. W i t h a suitable propor-

tion of subject catalogers and w i t h clerical 

workers for the many clerical operations 

of cataloging, a staff of forty-f ive w a s plan-

ned for the catalog division. U n f o r t u -

nately this figure has never been reached so 

that the recataloging has not gone f o r w a r d 

w i t h the speed originally expected. 

W h e n the creation of a separate catalog 

division w a s approved, the w o r k of catalog-

ing w a s removed f r o m the Index-Catalogue 

division, w h i c h had previously been respon-
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sible for the card catalog as w e l l as for 

the Index-Catalogue. T o head the new di-

vision the library was fortunate to secure 

M . R u t h M a c D o n a l d , then chief of the 

catalog department at the Detroit Public 

Library. M i s s M a c D o n a l d , w i t h charac-

teristic energy, tackled a threefold problem 

— t h e recruiting of a staff, the preparation 

of a manual of procedures, and the draw-

ing up of a code of simplified cataloging 

rules. 

W i t h the struggle to secure a staff in the 

past t w o years you are all too familiar. I t 

is enough to say that, while the A r m y M e d i -

cal L i b r a r y has secured some of the best 

cataloging talent in the country, it never 

has had the size staff it needs. In the 

other t w o undertakings success w a s real-

ized. T h e catalog division has a set of 

procedures and a manual to codify them 

and to instruct new members of the staff, 

created from nothing in a year's time, that 

can serve as a model for any library. If 

the staff were built up to the proportions 

originally intended, there is no doubt that 

the load of one hundred thousand recata-

loged items and sixty thousand n e w items 

could be handled smoothly, efficiently, and 

rapidly. 

Simplified Treatment Followed 

T h e cataloging rules call for a simplified 

treatment of descriptive cataloging that is 

still sufficient to identify any item in this 

great collection of medical literature. Pro-

per names w i l l be established on the basis 

of a limited number of reference works 

only, chief reliance being placed on the L i -

brary of Congress catalog and the Index-

Catalogue. If a name is not found in 

either of these sources, and there is no con-

flict w i t h another name, the form in the 

book wil l be fol lowed. T i t l e s w i l l be brief 

and w i l l not include the author's name un-

less this is needed for sense or grammar. 

Pagination is reduced to a statement of the 

final R o m a n and A r a b i c numbers. T h e 

simple statement "i l lus." w i l l serve for all 

types of illustration except portraits, which 

w i l l be noted because of the library's in-

terest in medical portraiture. Size wi l l be 

given at the particular request of the L i -

brary of Congress. N o t e s are used as spar-

ingly as possible. T h e s e rules were adopted 

before the L i b r a r y of Congress moved ac-

tively to simplify its o w n rules for descrip-

tion and w i l l undoubtedly be modified in 

detail to conform to the new L . C . rules 

when these are published. 

T h e subject headings used in the Index-

Catalogue have been extensively criticized 

among medical librarians and bibliographers 

because of a heavy use of foreign and tech-

nical terms when adequate specific English 

terms are in common use. T h e Index-Cata-

logue has also shifted back and forth be-

tween synonymous terms in an endeavor to 

publish its accumulating entries as early as 

possible. F o r these reasons it was decided 

to institute a n e w list of subject headings 

for the card catalog. T h i s list is built on the 

list of subjects used in the catalog of the 

N e w Y o r k A c a d e m y of M e d i c i n e w h i c h 

was, in turn, based on the headings of the 

Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus and 

the original series of the Index-Catalogue. 

L i t t l e help was secured from the medical 

subjects of the L i b r a r y of Congress, w h i c h 

were w h o l l y inadequate for a special col-

lection. 

T h e r e has been a large amount of dis-

cussion among librarians in recent years 

regarding the possibility of relying on bibli-

ographies for a subject approach to books 

and thus of relieving the catalog depart-

ment of the necessity of creating a list of 

subject headings and a subject catalog. 

O n e great difficulty w i t h such an arrange-

ment has been the lack, in many fields, of 

adequate bibliographies. In the field of 
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medicine the bibliographic approach has 

been made easy through the existence of 

the Quarterly Cumulative Index Me die us 

and the Index-Catalogue. If bibliographies 

can replace subject catalogs anywhere, the 

library which, from its o w n resources, 

creates one of the standard bibliographies in 

its field should provide a suitable spot for 

putting the theory into operation. T h u s it 

was decided not to attempt a complete sub-

ject catalog of the library. T h e author 

catalog w i l l contain a record of every item 

in the library. T h e subject catalog w i l l 

list, in a separate alphabet, the monographs 

of the past twenty-f ive years, plus entries 

for histories, bibliographies, and other 

standard reference works w h i c h do not be-

come out-of-date. T h e period of t w e n t y -

five years was agreed on since it is expected 

that, in the n e w building for the library, 

these monographs wil l be kept in an open 

stack accessible to readers, and because the 

Index-Catalogue requires approximately 

that amount of time to complete its progress 

through the alphabet. It is probable that in 

the future the Index-Catalogue wi l l be pub-

lished more rapidly, and the period during 

w h i c h the subject cards w i l l remain in the 

subject catalog w i l l be correspondingly 

reduced. 

A National Medical Library 

T h e A r m y M e d i c a l Library, although a 

division of the Off ice of the S u r g e o n - G e n -

eral of the A r m y , is in fact a national 

medical library and makes its services 

available not only to other departments of 

the government but to physicians and stu-

dents throughout the country. O n e of the 

services w h i c h A m e r i c a n libraries have 

come to expect from their national libraries 

is the service of centralized cataloging and 

the distribution of printed catalog cards. 

A s soon as the catalog department was set 

up the possibility of furnishing cards to 

other libraries was investigated. M i s s 

M a c D o n a l d and the librarian were in f u l l 

agreement that such service should be given, 

but that the elaborate cataloging practices 

insisted on by the L i b r a r y of Congress as 

essential to the usual cooperative cataloging 

procedures were prohibitive in cost if the 

recataloging of the A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y 

was ever to be accomplished. O n the other 

hand, a duplication of the facilities of the 

card division of the L i b r a r y of Congress 

w o u l d be extravagant. Conferences were 

held w i t h the authorities at the L i b r a r y of 

Congress to discover how this dilemma 

could best be met. T h e L i b r a r y of C o n -

gress agreed that the A r m y M e d i c a l L i -

brary could be given f u l l authority and 

responsibility for the cataloging represented 

by the cards issued in its name. T h e cata-

logers of the A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y are 

given ful l access to the official catalog of the 

L i b r a r y of Congress and are responsible for 

seeing that all names used agree w i t h the 

L i b r a r y of Congress authority cards if such 

names are present in the L i b r a r y of C o n -

gress catalogs. T h e simple forms of de-

scriptive cataloging which were desired 

by the A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y w i l l be 

fol lowed on its cards. T h e subject head-

ings of both libraries are given, and the 

classification of the A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y 

is accompanied by that of the L i b r a r y of 

Congress w h e n the title is in both libraries. 

T h e L i b r a r y of Congress agreed that it 

w o u l d restrict its activities to the addition 

of copyright information and its class mark 

w h e n it owned a copy of the volume. 

Otherwise, it serves solely as a printing and 

distributing agency for these cards. 

MED Series Begun 

T o signalize the adoption of simpler 

forms of cataloging and the assumption of 

ful l responsibility by the A r m y M e d i c a l 

(Continued on page S3) 
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an excellent w a y to maintain, by addition of 

n e w sheets or editions, map series which 

may already be on hand. T h e knowledge 

acquired of map sources and of the scope 

of map materials available wil l be of con-

siderable value in planning and making 

purchases to cover specific areas. 

T h e development and maintenance of a 

college map library of modest size cannot 

be lef t to incidental purchases based on 

suggestions by faculty members over a 

period of time. T h e previous discussion of 

map sources which illustrated their docu-

mentary and fugit ive nature shows that an 

adequate and balanced w o r k i n g collection 

can be obtained only if a definite plan as to 

its nature and scope is formulated and only 

if that plan is administered by an individ-

ual w h o is interested in and responsible for 

it. T h e peculiarities of map publications 

are such that the adequacy of a given map 

collection is largely a measure of the ability 

of the librarian responsible for it. A li-

brarian w i t h considerable geographic train-

ing wil l usually be more successful than 

one without such a background. T r a i n i n g 

in geography helps to provide a knowledge 

of spatial relationships which is necessary to 

an evaluation of map materials. I t de-

velops an appreciation of the distributional 

patterns of phenomena for which map cov-

erage is desirable and it supplies an intro-

duction to the geographical materials from 

which map information is obtained. 

The Recataloging Program of the Army Medical Library 
(Continued from page 44) 

Library, the former series of S G cards w a s 

discontinued, and a new series w i t h num-

bers preceded by M E D was begun. In 

order that medical libraries which might 

desire to place a subscription to the whole 

series could obtain cards for all medical 

books added to the national libraries, the 

L i b r a r y of Congress asked that its o w n 

cataloging of medical titles be included in 

the same series. T h e first copy for this new 

departure in cooperative cataloging was 

sent to the L i b r a r y of Congress, O c t . 1, 

1946. Since then cards of the M E D series 

have appeared in increasing numbers. 
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