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THE CULTURAL CONFLICT OF THE 
AMERICAN INDIAN PEOPLE: 

A BRIEF OVERVIEW ON TWO AMERICAN 
INDIAN FICTIONS 

Rahmad mdayatl and Rizki Februansyah2 

Abstract: Indian people are indigenous people of America, who had 
livedfor centuries and long before the coming of European people to 
America in 15003. There are many tribes, even more than a hundred, 
among the Indian people. Each of them lived in group and has their 
own characteristics, such as language, custom, and culture. The 
contact between the Indian people and the European people brought 
a new era especially for the Indian people, which later changed the 
life of the Indian people from traditional into modem. It bears a 
cultural conflict for Indian people as can be seen in the works of 
Indian fictions such as House Made of Dawn and Auntie Angie's 
Cheyenne Affair, both written by Indian people, N Scoll Momaday 
and Adrian C Louis, respectively. In all cases, both novels represent 
the problems of cultural conflict encountered by the Indian people 
when they lived between two cultures, traditional and modem ones. 
This emerges in the writers' portrayals of their Indian young 
generation characters as the result of the changingfrom traditional 
to modem life. 
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environmentaJ place.. HOfISe Mode 0/ Dawn and A.wrtie AIIgie's Cheyenne 
Affair, written by N. Scott. Momaday and Adrian C. Louis respectively, can 

. - . be also read as theAmerican Indian works to criticize the modem way oflife 
since they criticize the negative impacts to the life of the YOUDg American 
Indian generations. 

In House Made o/Dawn, Abel reflects confusion and loss of identity 
when he goes back to his COIDIIl1IDity after leaving it for a long time. While 
the portrayal of the young American Indian generations in Auntie Angie's 
Cheyenne Affair exemplifies how they are entrapped in a modem life in the 
city of America in which it c1umges their attitudes and behaviors far from 
American Indian wayofIife. 

In terms of the illustration of young American Indian generations in 
the two fictions, aD of them represent the cultural conflict as the impact of 
adjustment problems. This results in deviant attitudes and behaviors 
represented by Abel and Mariana Two Knives and her American Indian 
friends. Culturally, they &ce many ditl'erences of way oflife in the city when 
they leave their own COIDIIl1IDity as American Indian people. It is hard for 
them to hold the American Indian way of life due to the changing of the 
environment where they live. They feel that living in the city, which offers 
modem life, caneasi1ymin their traditional values. 

To conclude, the two fictions explore the disparity of between 
traditional and modern way of lives. Abel and the old American Indian 
woman realize that traditional American Indian lifestyle offers good moral 
values, although many people (especially the white ones) think that it is old 
and out-dated. By holding American Indian moral values, both writers seem 
to argue that the American Indian generation can become wise men and will 
not lose their identities as human being. 
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