Letters

Publication Activity

To the Editor:

Paula Watson’s stated objective “to pro-
vide some norms of publishing productivity
for librarians™ plays into the hands of those
who continue to keep librarians as second-
class citizens of academia. (CURL, Sept.
77). Faculty members who are expected to
publish have a work schedule that gives
time for research, and the academic institu-
tion rewards faculty members who do re-
search and publish the results. Fur-
thermore, it punishes those who don't.
Watson doesn't bother to present the condi-
tions of employment of the academic librar-
ians that she surveyed. She states that the
librarians at four of the institutions have
faculty status, but she doesn’t define what
she means by the term.

So long as librarians are required to work
forty hours per week in an eleven-month
year and receive virtually no incentives for
research and publication, it simply is not
fair to compare their productivity with those
who have both the opportunities and the in-
centives. A better comparison would be
made with the productivity of faculty admin-
istrators who work approximately the same
schedule as librarians. The academic admin-
istrators do very little research and less pub-
lication, because there is no time for it and
no incentive.

Watson is even wrong to lump together
librarians from institutions that give full fac-
ulty status with those that do not. She
should have divided her results between the
two and compared them. Even that would
only be a statistical study on what we are
doing now as opposed to what we might do
if given the proper conditions.

I believe that this problem is so complex
that it requires careful analysis of each li-
brary; perhaps even case studies would be
more appropriate. We've had too many of
these generalizations about the lack of pro-
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fessional interest among librarians. It is time
for someone to describe an academic library
where librarians are given the same oppor-
tunity and incentives as professors and then
compare their productivity, —R. Dean Gal-
loway, Library Director, California State
College, Stanislaus.

Response

To the Editor:

Librarians are compared in my article
only briefly and incidentally to teaching fac-
ulty. The main purpose of my study is to
compare librarians with other librarians. My
primary aim in attempting to provide norms
of publishing productivity is in fact to pro-
tect librarians from unfair comparison with
their teaching colleagues. Without objective
evaluative standards against which to judge
librarians, university promotions and tenure
committees at institutions where librarians
have faculty status must inevitably compare
librarians with the teaching faculty.

Table 4 of my article shows that the uni-
versity libraries surveyed are quite consis-
tent both in percentage of staff publishing
and in individual productivity. This sug-
gested to me that it would not be instruc-
tive to divide the results of the study be-
tween those librarians with faculty status
and those without it. I also felt that it would
not be productive to investigate what I an-
ticipated would be very minor variations in
conditions of work among the librarians sur-
veyed. Results of a questionnaire on condi-
tions of employment of ARL librarians
which have recently been released by the
Pennsylvania State University Library Fac-
ulty Affairs Committee show a high degree
of consistency among ARL librarians with
and without faculty status in length of con-
tract year, allotted vacation, and hours in
the work week.
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In the discussion paragraph of my article,
I argue that librarians should be given time
for research because I fully recognize the
difficulties Mr. Galloway points out. Librar-
ians are clearly handicapped in their ability
to keep up with the teaching faculty in

scholarly productivity by the working condi-
tions which exist at most academic
libraries.—Paula D. Watson, Librarian,
City Planning and Landscape Architecture
Library, University of Illinois Library, Ur-
bana.
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NEW Up-To-Date Books
From Noyes Data

NOYES DATA has developed two new techniques of vital importance
to those who wish to keep abreast of rapid changes in technology and
business conditions: 1) our advanced publishing systems permit us to
produce durably-bound books within a few months of manuscript
acceptance; 2) our modern processing plant ships all orders on the
day after they are received.

HARDCOVER BOOKS—EARLY SPRING 1978

LUBRICANT ADDITIVES—RECENT DEVELOPMENTS by M. William Ranney: These additives form
the working basis for the many multigrade lubricants now on the market. Not only petroleum
lubricants, but synthetic lubricants as well, such as organic esters, silicone fluids and polyphenyl
ethers—all require one or more of the nearly 200 additives described here. ISBN 0-81556-0693-7;
$39

THE PETROLEUM REFINING INDUSTRY-ENERGY SAVING AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL
by M. Sittig: Many approaches to saving energy and avoiding pollution at profit level are presented
in this volume, which is based on various technological studies and U.S. patents. Existing refineries
must necessarily undertake much restructuring and retrofitting to conform to changing technology
and product demand, such as the elimination of tetraethyl lead. ISBN 0-8155-0694-5; $39

PRIMARY BATTERIES—RECENT ADVANCES by R.W. Graham: The familiar, flashlight-type dry cell,
patented in 1868, still rules this field, but in many variations and with many improvements, Pace-
makers, portable motion picture cameras, and digital watches are served by the same type of
battery, but of vastly different design and current capacity as described and illustrated in this book.
ISBN 0-8155-0695-3; $42

SECONDARY BATTERIES—RECENT ADVANCES by R.W. Graham: While lead-acid storage batteries
continue to be the subject of research efforts around the world, many other rechargeable energy
sources, some even with solid electrolytes, are being developed and are described here. The nickel-
cadmium (nicad) and silver-zinc rechargeable batteries are most common and are produced in a
variety of shapes and sizes. ISBN 0-8155-0696-1; $42

ADHESIVES TECHNOLOGY ANNUAL, VOL. | edited by M.J. Satriana: This volume describes in
detail close to 200 processes which have appeared in the U.S. patent literature during 1977. The
purpose of this annual publication is to keep you advised of new processes and products in the
adhesives field. Its continuing purpose is to present the necessary chemistry as well as the changing
technology. ISBN 0-8155-0697-X; $40

COAL RESOURCES, CHARACTERISTICS AND OWNERSHIP IN THE U.S.A. edited by R. Noyes: This
book presents an accurate picture of U.S, coal reserves, the nature and composition of the coal,
and of the land and minerals ownership. It is based on federally funded studies and is thus a valu-
able tool in the all-out attack on the energy crisis. ISBN 0-8165-0698-8; $45

ANIMAL FEEDS FROM WASTE MATERIALS by M.T. Gillies: The book attacks the twin problems of
inadequate food supplies and waste disposal simultaneously. Of prime interest is the production
of feedstuffs for ruminants. Highly nutritional additives can be made from waste materials and
mixed with traditional fodder. This book shows how. ISBN 0-8155-0699-6; $39
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erence works.” You also know that not rogram.
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both researcher and librarian. p
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Eligibility can be determined only upon
application. To request an application
form, simply complete and mail the
coupon below.
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